
 

  

THE  SOUTH DEESIDE  VIEW 
    
                    March  2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 CONTENTS 
 
 1 Plant Sale 

 2 Infants, Girlguiding 

 3 Beavers, Cubs and Scouts  

 Corbie Hall and Park 

 4 Banchory-Devenick School 

 5 Lairhillock School 

 6 School football 

 Cookney Hall 

 7 Clubs and Societies  

 8 Leisure Activities 

 9 Red Moss of Netherley  

10 B-D and M-C Parish Church 

11 St Ternan’s Church 

 St Mary’s Chapel 

 Home Deliveries 

12 Water Voles and Mink 

13 Driving for the Disabled 

14 Grampian Police 

  Mike Rumbles MSP 

15 Local councillors 

16 Community Council 

17      “                    “ 

18 Road Sense 

19 Development proposal 

20 Handy contacts 

 Events calendar 

 

 

 

 
Spring is in the air and it’s great to feel the warmth of the sun 
once again.  Ours is a thriving community with so much going 
on as you will see inside. Many thanks to the increasing 
number of contributors who keep us up to date with their 
activities as well as local advertisers who fund part of our 
printing costs. 
 
Circulation has increased to 900, all hand-delivered within 
Banchory-Devenick, Ardoe, Blairs, Maryculter, Cookney and 
Netherley by community councillors, their family and friends.  
Do contact us if you would like to lend a hand too - it’s all 
good exercise! 
 
We liaise with, but are independent from the Community 
Council (NKRCC). 
 
All phone numbers are Aberdeen listed (01224) unless 
otherwise indicated.   
 
We hope to see you at our annual Plant Sale and Coffee 
Morning.  Locally produced plants always flourish best, and 
we are fortunate to have several keen gardeners bringing along 
their divisions, seedlings and extras. 
 

 
 

         PLANT SALE  
                and  
   COFFEE MORNING     
 
         Saturday May 16  
     from 10.30 till noon 
  Corbie Hall, Maryculter 
 
We are holding a sale of garden plants: herbaceous, 
rockery, herbs, salad vegetables, annuals, bushes etc. all 
grown by local amateur gardeners.   
 
Tea, coffee and home baking will be available too. 
 
Please let us know if you can offer any plants, scones or 
other baking, or if you are able to assist in any way.  
All contributions will be welcome, as will help at the sale, 
and of course lots of buyers! 
 
Contact Rob Winmill about plants    Tel: 01569 730308 
Contact Sylvia Pike about coffee morning   Tel: 733821 
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              YOUTH   ACTIVITIES 

Maryculter Babies and Toddlers 
We meet in Maryculter Church Hall, Kirkton of Maryculter on 
Thursday mornings from 9:30 to 11:30 during term time.  
Anyone looking after children between birth and 2 1/2 is very 
welcome to drop in during the session for a cuppa, biscuit and 
a chat. We're always on the lookout for new members so 
please tell your friends, neighbours and those new to the area. 
   A huge thanks to everyone who donated towards our recent 
toy appeal. We have been inundated with a fantastic array of 
books, toys and games and look forward to playing with these 
over the coming year. 
Mandy Tulloch   Tel: 01569 730577 
Tanya Simpson   Tel: 01569 730352 
 
Maryculter Playgroup  
This runs on weekday mornings from 9.30 to noon during 
term time in Corbie Hall next to the Old Mill Inn.  Children 
are welcome from ages 2 1/2 to 5 years and funded places are 
available from age 3. The Playgroup is run in accordance with 
the pre-school 3-5 curriculum. 
   For any other information please contact the Playgroup 
direct on Tel: 07765 525317  
     
1st Maryculter Rainbows 
Since restarting Rainbows in November we have had 15 girls 
between the ages of 5 and 7 attending!  The girls have been 
busy learning their promise, Rainbow song and writing letters 
to a group of Rainbows (Sparks) in Canada.  There is now a 
waiting list for any local girls to come and join us on 
Thursdays from 4.30-5.30pm, with spaces coming free after 
the summer holidays. 
   Do contact us for further information: 
Alison Tel: 899703 or Ginny Tel: 249487  
 
1st Maryculter Brownies 
The Brownies have been busy over the winter.  At our 
Halloween Party we said goodbye to Brown Owl Elaine after 
10 years and we still miss her.  We went to the Panto at 
Stonehaven and had a great time booing and hissing at the 
baddy. 
   We have been sewing with the help of one of our mums and 
made warm fleecy neckers and pom pom hats.  We are looking 
forward to the summer so we can get out and about and run off 
some of our boundless energy, and our minds have turned to 
our  trip to the beach and of course our annual sleepover. 
   We are a small but lively unit at the moment and are always 
on the look out for new recruits, so if you know of any girls 
aged between 7 and 10 and live in the area please do get in 
touch.  We would love to meet them. 
Contact: Lynn Murphy: Tel: 01330 825936   
 
1st Maryculter Girl Guides 
It has been a busy few months for the 1st Maryculter Girl 
Guides.  We held a very successful carol singing service 
during the festive period at Maryculter-Cookney Parish 
Church with plenty smiling parents supporting their sweet 
voiced girls.  As we welcomed in 2009 we were straight back 
into planning for our Burn's Night in which all the Guides 
participated, whether it was singing, reading, playing an 
instrument or acting.  

   We are now looking forward to the exciting prospect of 
outdoor camps as the weather becomes a little more canvas 
friendly and some of our Guides are eagerly counting down 
the days until our Swiss Trip.  So all in all after an exciting 
end to 2008 we are looking forward to an equally enthralling 
2009.  However, although it is always great to see all our new 
faces, we currently have a waiting list and no vacancies at the 
moment.  If you would like to add a name to the waiting list 
please call me. 
Dianne Brown, Guider  Tel: 734687   
or E-mail: diannebrown@tiscali.co.uk 
 
1st Maryculter Rangers 
 
‘Just Say Yes’ is a project sponsored 
by UNICEF and is part of 
Girlguiding’s Change the World 
challenge.  This project deals with 
Aids and HIV and has led the 
Rangers to discuss the issues 
surrounding this illness as well as 
raise their awareness of it. 
    It’s not all been serious talk though as we have enjoyed a 
meal out, a trip to the cinema as well as crafts and baking.  
We are hoping to join up with Banchory Rangers for a bush 
craft evening and are trying to plan a weekend camp in the 
spring to fit around the exams, so have been having a laugh 
too! 
   This summer will see the unit looking to recruit two new 
leaders as well as girls aged between 14-26 yrs. If you are 
interested in getting involved in Rangers do contact us. 
Meanwhile we will continue to meet every fortnight on a 
Monday night from 7.30 – 9.30pm. 
Tel: Jackie on 01224 869668, Elaine on 01569 730374 
or E-mail:   jac212@btinternet.com 
  

District Commissioner’s Report 
 
2008 was an exciting year for 
Girlguiding in Maryculter.  The 
Rangers (Senior Section) went 
camping in a tent for the first time.  
The Guides celebrated their 30th 
Birthday.  The Brownies go from 
strength to strength despite the 

departure of their much loved and missed Brown Owl and the 
Rainbows re-opened after a gap of two years. 
   All this is made possible by the dedication of a small band 
of volunteers who willingly give up a couple of hours a week 
to run these units.  More volunteers are always welcome.  If 
you are a female between the ages of 18 and 65 and feel you 
might like to go along and help at any of the units, please do 
get in touch with me for an informal chat to see what skills 
you may have to offer Girlguiding in Maryculter.  Also the 
Brownies are looking for any girl aged between 14 and 18 
who might like to come along and volunteer as a Young 
Leader, as our present Barn Owl leaves to go to university in 
the summer. 
Lynn Murphy District Commissioner – Lower Deeside 
Tel: 1330 825936     E-mail: lynnmurphy100@hotmail.co.uk 
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 Muir Cottage near Braemar in April. 
   The pack relies upon a rota of leaders and we are 
pleased that two more fathers have joined the original 
team of four to ensure continuity into the future. The 
pack is currently at capacity and we will give priority to 
boys wanting to move up from Maryculter Beavers, but 
if anyone wants more information they should contact 
one of the following: 
David Kirk  Tel: 869006; Bill Caffyn  Tel: 734080; 
Chris Grinyer  Tel: 732324; John Henderson  Tel: 
07810 327999; or Andrew Warnock  Tel: 739602. 
 
1st Maryculter Scouts 
Just when Scouts have been trained and you at last think 
they know how to put up a tent and cook a meal, pare a 
potato without paring their thumb, they turn fourteen 
and have to move on to Explorers.  And so it was this 
year that we had a number of older guys leave to be 
master chefs and explorers (or so we Leaders would like 
to think).  In their place we have nine new Scouts 
champing at the bit, looking forward to camps, hikes, 
and first aid! 
   Already we have tackled a hike around Allanaquoich 
near Mar Lodge with them and camped out beside the 
Punchbowl.  With the Zodiac Award that they are all 
trying for, requiring them to sleep out one night in each 
month, there should be plenty camping ahead!  There is 
always a welcome for any boy aged between 10.5 and 
13, and anyone wanting to join our Friday evening 
meetings should contact: 
Les Paterson, Scout Leader     Tel: 868676  
or E-mail: lesardoe@aol.com 
    
    Corbie Park and Community Hall,  
       Maryculter 
 
Despite a prolonged period of bad weather, our pitch at 
Corbie Park has stood up well to the winter weather and 
is in good shape for the Spring and Summer games 
ahead.  Bookings are welcome for all sorts of activities. 
   The committee has made some progress in complying 
with the terms of our Entertainment Licence with 
improved lighting and additional paving for safer 
exiting of the building.  More work is required but it all 
takes time and money. A morning is to be arranged in 
April to tackle some minor maintenance  - any 
v o l u n t e e r s  p l e a s e  g e t  i n  t o u c h ! 
   On the subject of volunteering, our Committee seems 
to have dwindled in numbers over the years and we 
would welcome any community-spirited persons who 
might like to be involved just generally helping out.  
This could be either on the greenkeeping side or hall 
maintenance -  no experience required and full training 
given!  Please get in touch if you feel you can help. 
   The Hall has also been lightly used over the Winter 
but we hope Spring will see an increase in children's 
parties, barbecues and other community events.   
To enquire about or book the facilities please phone: 
Carol Masson, booking secretary   Tel: 733583 
E-mail: carol.masson@btinternet.com 

    YOUTH ACTIVITIES  cont. 

 
Beavers             
Beavers are for boys 
between 6 and 8 years old 
and meet in Maryculter 
Scout Hall  on Tuesdays 
from 5.30 to 7 pm.  
   We currently have twenty two attending which is 
about as much as we can take given the number of 
leaders available.  However any boy aged 6 to 8 and 
wishing to join should call the Beaver Leader to join the 
waiting list.  Beavers are  looking forward to the Spring 
when activities can be arranged outdoors. 
Kathleen Paterson , Beaver Leader   Tel: 868676 
  
1st Maryculter Cub Scouts 
The Cub pack is now well established and the Autumn 
term saw the first three Cubs move up to Scouts, with a 
new intake of seven boys moving up from Beavers, 
bringing the numbers up to the current limit of 18. 
   In addition to the usual outdoor activities the 
programme on Mondays has been aligned to some of 
the popular badges that the Cubs can achieve and they 
are currently working on the requirements for Chef, 
Home Help and Emergency Aid to add to the 
Adventure, Naturalist and Athlete badges that many of 
them gained during the summer. The Chef and Home 
Help badges involve some tasks to be completed at 
home and we have been pleased to see how enthusiastic 
the boys and their parents have been in completing the 
syllabus. 
   In September we held our first camping night away at 
Templars’ Park under the guidance of the District 
Nights Away officer and the event was a great success 
with traditional activities including a big campfire sing-
along at which we were made most welcome. The 
leaders obtained their Stage 2 Nights Away warrants so 
we will be able to plan our own camping trips to other 
locations from now on. Another highlight last term was 
the night hike which we held on a snowy December 
evening, culminating in a campfire in the woods and hot 
cocoa all round. Future events include a sleepover and 
community service day in March, probably involving a 
beach clean at Torry, and the annual overnight trip to 

         Maryculter Friends of Guiding 
                        Daffodil Tea 
 
Saturday May 23 from 2—4pm in the Corbie Hall 
Come along and enjoy tea and lovely cakes. 
Stalls include Cake and Candy, Chocolate 
Tombola and a Chocolate Fountain, Books and 
Toys and a Raffle.  For the young and young at 
heart we have Splat the Rat and Hook a Duck. 
 
Entry - £2.50 for adults and £1.00 for children.   
Donations are welcome for the stall on the day.   
Please join us in supporting Girlguiding. 
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Fundraising 
The children have been 
busy fundraising.  They had 
the option of sending 
Christmas cards or paying 
20p to write a message on a 
post-it and stick it on the 
tree.  This raised £10.60, 
which will be put towards 
Marvin - a child in Guatemala whom the school 
sponsors.  They also raised money for Marvin by 
holding a ‘Christmas Clearout’: old toys, books and 
games were sold, raising £81.81. It costs £15 a month 
to sponsor a child. 
 
Following a lot of hard work by children and staff, the 
Christmas Show ‘Five Gold Rings’ was a great 
success.  The collections taken at the shows raised 
£178.92 and were donated to the Archie Foundation. 
 
Activity Afternoons 
Thanks to a strong parent support, we are now running 
activity afternoons, which are proving very popular 
with the pupils.  These run fortnightly and include an 
Eco School Committee, Health Promoting Groups, 
Pupil Council, Web Club and Baking Club. 
 
Clubs  
The children are now enjoying a block of Jazzercise 
and Yogabugs classes after school.  Mrs McPherson is 
still running our recorder club with great results.  A 
lunchtime singing club has just recently started at the 
school, aimed at enjoying a good singsong.  A mixture 
of material is used from Abba, Assembly songs, 
Scottish songs etc. 
 
Robert Burns 
In keeping with the Homecoming theme, all the 
children have been busy learning various Burns or 
Scottish poems.  Winners, chosen by our Drama 
Teacher, Mrs Petrie, and Class Teachers, recited their 
poems at a Scottish-themed assembly led by Mrs 
Arbuthnott and Rev. Sabelle.  The singing club 
brought a burst of enthusiasm to the proceedings by 
leading the children in singing a new song they have 
been learning. 
 
Projects 
Our P3/4 class have been doing a very exciting project 
on castles.  They recently had an open afternoon where 
parents were invited to come into school and view 
their work.  To finish off the project the school will be 
visited by North East Falconry, based in Huntly.  They 
will chat to the children and give flying 
demonstrations. 
   Class projects this term will be Granny’s Attic 
(P1/2), Scotland (P3/4) and Europe (P5/6/7). 

Reading Festival – SALT 
Following on from the success of the last SALT Festival, 
a committee consisting of staff from all schools in the 
Portlethen Learn and Community Groups are hard at 
work planning the next one.  Offering a wide range of 
activities for children and adults, it proved to be an 
inspiring, enjoyable and worthwhile event, covering all 
the capacities in the Curriculum for Excellence.  The 
Festival is still looking for sponsorship; if any 
companies would like to be involved please contact the 
school office on 875237. 
 
Garden 
We are continuing to develop the planting area at the 
front of the school playground. The shrub border will 
incorporate a wildlife area with some nature species and 
some insect hotels and log piles to encourage insect 
life. This will all help the school in its bid to achieve the 
Eco-School Green Flag.  The Gardening Club will be 
using the vegetable patch to produce some crops that 
will be used by the children in the Baking Club and 
this will link in with the Curriculum For Excellence and 
promoting healthy lifestyles. 
Joyce Hill, Head Teacher Tel: 875237 
E-mail: joyce.hill@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 

   Banchory-Devenick Primary School 
 

Calendar of events 2009 
At Maryculter House Hotel 

South Deeside Road, Aberdeen 
 

 
 

Mothers Day 
Sunday 22nd March 2009 

Poachers Pocket – Traditional Carvery Sunday Lunch 
 £24.95 per adult and £14.45 per child (under 12 years old) 
or for something more formal try our Priory Restaurant 

5 course lunch £29.95 per person 
Mystery Dinner 

Friday 10th April 2009   
‘Dark Dancer’ 

4 course dinner and entertainment - £33.95pp 
Special Offer 

Dinner, luxury accommodation and breakfast - £64.95pp 
(based on 2 people sharing) 

Medieval Banquet 
Friday 30th October 2009 

5 course quality dinner and entertainment by Blitz 
to include Jousting, a Royal Wedding, Jesters, Merlin 

£39.95 pp 
Special Offer 

Luxury accommodation and breakfast £29.95pp 
(based on 2 people sharing) 

Murder Mystery Dinner 
Friday 13th November 2009 

‘Circus of Horrors’ 
 4 course dinner and entertainment - £33.95pp 

Special offer 
Dinner, luxury accommodation and breakfast - £64.95pp 

(based on 2 people sharing) 
 

Tel: 01224 732124 
Email: conferences@maryculterhousehotel.com 

www.maryculterhousehotel.com 
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      Lairhillock  Primary  School 
To mark Robert Burns Day, 
pupils participated in a Poetry 
Competition in January which 
was judged by Mrs Avril 
Tulloch.  The P1-6 children 
learned Doric poems by a 
variety of authors whilst the 
P7 children were asked to 
recite a poem by Burns.  The 
winners were: 
P1-2   Adrianna Irvine-Fortescue, Malcolm Mather and  
           Sophie Stewart 
P2-4   Neve Brown, Orin Collin and Kayleigh Romsom 
P4-5   Charlie Beeson, Jamie Craig and Jonathan Hoyle 
P6-7   Elizabeth Junnier, Hannah Moir and Kristian  
          Schmid 
At the Burns Lunch, Leigh Anne McIntyre piped in the 
haggis which was addressed by Kristian Schmid.  Leigh 
Anne has only been playing the bagpipes for a short 
time and everyone was most impressed by her skills.  
Nursery children showed off their Scottish dancing 
skills and parents also had a great time at the impromptu 
‘ceilidh’ which was followed by refreshments! 
 
The Burns Supper was a most successful evening and it 
was great to see so many families supporting the school.  
Parents cooked the haggis, neeps and tatties which were 
followed by shortbread which had been baked by pupils.  
Mr Murison, who was accompanied on the fiddle by 
Ann, entertained everyone along with many talented 
youngsters.  Leigh Anne McIntyre once again played 
the pipes, James Beeson recited the Address to the 
Haggis, Kiera McNamee gave the Immortal Memory 
and Hannah Moir recited the whole of Tam o’ Shanter.  
The audience enjoyed hearing Scots poems recited by 
pupils from throughout the school. There was also 
highland dancing from Hannah Moir and Fiona Angus 
and singing from Kiera McNamee, Paul Caffyn, Nicolas 
Caffyn, Jamie Craig, Matthew Davies and Jonathan 
Hoyle.  Not only was the evening a great opportunity 
for the school community to mark the 250th anniversary 
of Robert Burns’ birth but £425 was raised as a result.  
  
 
   Home 
Thinking about why my home is right for me 
It’s cosy, warm and it’s the place to be 
On the cold late nights round the fire drinking mugs of 
tea 
And those foggy mornings strolling through the fields 
Passing purple thistles, the heads like woody shields. 
 
The heather clad mountains with snow on the top 
The deer running by till they tire and they flop 
The bagpipes in the summer and the castles galore 
Scotland is beautiful and I can’t ask for more. 
  Fiona Angus P6 
   
 

The older pupils in school have been writing poems 
about what home means to them.  This was part of the 
work going on in school to mark ‘The Homecoming’.  
Fiona’s poem captures her own feelings. 
 
The school garden is slowly but surely beginning to be 
established and pupils, parents and staff were delighted 
to receive a grant of £1500 recently from Scottish 
Natural Heritage to enable further work to be carried 
out.  The plan for the school garden is on display in 
school.  Bulbs and trees, which were very kindly 
donated by many different groups and businesses, have 
been planted and the next project is the creation of a 
willow dome.   
 
Lairhillock School has been selected to take part in The 
Co-operative Group’s Green Energy for Schools 
Programme which is a national initiative aimed at 
reducing the carbon emissions of schools across the UK 
and promoting awareness of renewable energy amongst 
pupils.  Last year, 100 schools received free solar PV 
systems through this programme which is jointly funded 
by The Co-operative Group and the UK Government’s 
Low Carbon Buildings Programme Phase 2.  Structural 
engineers will now visit the school to assess the 
suitability of the building.   
 
The school is working towards becoming a Rights 
Respecting School which involves the whole school 
community becoming more aware of rights but more 
importantly the responsibilities that go along with these. 
 
Pupils continue to be encouraged to lead a healthy 
lifestyle and have been enjoying lessons in tennis, ballet 
and shinty.  There is also a very enthusiastic cross 
country group which trains at lunchtimes.  Not to be 
outdone, staff are entering the ‘Race for Life’! 
 
Lairhillock School Is registered with Recycool – the 
leading recycling and fundraising programme for 
schools.  Anyone wishing to recycle old mobile phones 
or printer cartridges may put them in the collection box 
in the main entrance of the school.  Local businesses 
can participate in the programme and all monies 
generated are allocated to the school’s account. 
 
Finally a plea to anyone in the community who wishes 
to become involved in the school’s ‘Science and 
Technology Week’ and ‘Multi Cultural Week’ which 
are being planned for the summer term.   If you are 
interested to find out more or are keen to be involved, 
please contact the school. 
 
Marian Youngson, Head Teacher Tel: 01569 732520 
E-mail: marian.youngson@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
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               Friends of Cookney Hall  
 
It was really bad timing when snow and ice coincided 
with our fund-raising St Andrew’s night event in 
November.  We decided to cancel it as the roads became 
too dangerous and safe parking would have been 
impossible. 
 
However, plans are afoot for our next ceilidh on 
Saturday April 25, when the popular Ian Thomson 
Dance  Band will entice us to ‘Tak the floor’.   
Contact Joyce Murison for tickets, Tel: 01569 731236 
 
Over the last few months a visible change has taken 
place at the Hall.  A new coat of paint has freshened up 
the exterior and we now have a notice board and sign 
added to the east gable, nearest the road. 
 
The next step is the interior.  There have been a few 
changes already with new, and hopefully clearer, signs 
for the toilets, exits etc.  We are planning to upgrade 
and enlarge the kitchen and add disabled toilets, within 
the existing building.  The hall will be closed from early 
May for at least six weeks so that we can get on with 
this refurbishment. 
 
Although we have been fortunate so far in our 
fundraising efforts, with some very generous donations 
included, we still have some way to go to meet the 
deadline for new regulations if we are to keep the Hall.  
We have been meeting with local residents and groups, 
to share ideas and identify possible sources of funding 
to allow us to complete the work required by the new 
regulations. 
 
Do contact me if you know of any organisation which 
could assist us with grants or funds.  We also welcome 
anyone who can contribute their time or skills to our 
continuing refurbishment of the great community asset 
– Cookney Hall. 
    Bob McKinney,   Correspondence Secretary, 
    Tel : 01569 730706    E-mail: bob8930@aol.com 

    Lairhillock School Football Club 
 
The Lairhillock School football 
teams are still keeping a couple of 
dozen children and their parents 
occupied, but chilly, on a Sunday 
afternoon.  We are running three 
teams in the Mid-Deeside Small 
Schools League, playing schools from Durris up to 
Finzean.  Loosely speaking the C-team is made up of 
P2-3s, a B-team of P4-5s, and an A-team of P6-7s, and 
thanks to local businesses, W.M. Donald, the 
Lairhillock Inn, and Q-Serv, all three are now playing in 
new kits. Corbie Park is still our home pitch while we 
wait for the paddy field at the school to grow into the 
smooth playing surface that befits our silky passing 
style.   
 
This year we seem to have had more games cancelled 
than ever before for waterlogged pitches, frozen pitches, 
snow covered pitches, the occasional birthday party, and 
on one occasion, because the goal posts had been  
pinched, so we still have a hefty backlog of league 
fixtures to complete.   

The Lairhillock School B-team with their winners 
trophies from the Mid-Deeside Small Schools indoor 5-
aside Competition  
 
The indoor tournaments have gone well though, with 
the B-team beating Kincardine O’Neil 3-1 in the final of 
the B-team 5-a-side before Christmas, and a very young 
A-team coming runners up to Drumoak in their 
competition in January.  Thanks to all the parents for the 
regular loan of their children, and special thanks this 
year go to NKRCC (Community Council) for 
contributing towards a new set of goalposts. 
                              Stephen Davies 
 
                       

 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

7 

     CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

Maryculter WRI 
Meetings are at 7.30pm on the second 
Wednesday of each month in the 
Corbie Hall, Maryculter between 
August and May.  We look forward to 
monthly competitions, a wide range of  
interesting speakers and a bus outing in June. 
New members will be very welcome. 
See our programme on the back page 
Secretary, Christine Middleton  Tel: 861513 
 
Netherley WRI 
We meet in the Lairhillock School on the third Monday 
of each month at 7.30pm, though not in June or July. 
New members will be most welcome. 
See some of our programme on the back page. 
Secretary, Margaret Carmichael    Tel: 01569 764330 
 
Friendship Club 
Our winter meetings have been very popular and well 
attended, so it was a great disappointment when we had 
to cancel two early in the year due to snow and frost.  
We are having a whist drive on April 17 at Corbie Hall 
before we move on to the monthly summer bus outings.  
Our programme is yet to be finalised but will include 
visits to Ballater Station, Culloden Visitor Centre, 
Touched by Scotland at Oyne, Boyndie Museum and 
Pitlochry on the first Thursday of each month between 
May and September.  All local pensioners are welcome 
to join us. 
Contacts: Anne, Tel: 732071 and Peggy, Tel: 734888  
 
Cookney Bowling Club 
We’ve had a good season of carpet bowls with some 
new members and matches with neighbouring clubs 
including Loirston and Durris.  We also took part in 
open competitions at Garlogie and Kintore.  The season 
finishes at the end of April,  starting again in mid 
September. 
   Monday is competition evening while Thursday is a 
‘hat night’ in Cookney Hall .  
   New members are always welcome 
President: Arthur Durward  Tel: 01569 730164 
 
Kupso Martial Arts 
Classes for primary-age children are held from 4.30-
5.30pm on Wednesdays in Lairhillock School.  
£3.75 per session but one trial lesson free. 
Emma Lester-Smith, Tel: 0776 125 7965 
www.kupso.com 
 
Brig O’Dee Football Club 
The teams plays at Corbie Park on alternate Sundays.  

Glendale Football Club 
 
We have a squad of 22 now, all 
raring to go, but so frustrated by 
the many cancellations due to 
snow, ice and waterlogged 
pitches since December. 
   This means we are in for a 
busy end of season with so many 
Division 2 East and cup games still to be played. We 
may need to play three times each week just to catch up 
or have to extend the season into June.  This will really 
test our fitness levels! 
   Training is still on a Wednesday evening at Blairs 
football pitch, with home games continuing at Corbie 
Park, Maryculter on Saturdays. 
Jim Grant  Tel: 867512 
 
Dog Clubs 
Two clubs continue to meet in 
Ardoe Hall at 7.30pm. 
Tuesday The Bon Accord     
           Kennel Club 
  Tel: Susan Stewart,    
  01330 860569 
Thursday Training for Showing Group 
  Tel: Betty Munro, 632856 
There is also a Dog Training School in Cookney Hall on 
Wednesday evenings  Tel: Yvonne Reid,   865249 
 
Lethen Archers 
This archery club holds sessions 
in Portlethen Academy every 
Wednesday between 8 – 9.30pm 
and on Saturdays from 2 – 5pm.  
All equipment is provided and at 
least one National Archery 
Association coach is in 
attendance.  They run a six week 
training course for children aged 8 and over, who must 
be accompanied by an adult.       
Secretary, Bill Gilchrist  Tel: 782144 
www.lethenarchers.co.uk 
            
Reading Circle 
We are a small group who meet every six to eight weeks 
in each other’s homes, usually on Tuesdays.  We take 
turns to choose a book from the list supplied by 
Aberdeenshire Council’s Library Service (who need to 
have enough copies for each of us), then get together to 
discuss it over afternoon tea.  It is always interesting to 
hear of differing perspectives on each book and writer, 
and certainly expands our horizons.   
   If you would like to join us do phone: 
Muriel: 01569  730302 or Sheila: 01569 731608 
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          LEISURE ACTIVITIES 
 
Aberdeen Aeromodellers Club 
 
The club owns a 6.5 acre grass flying field at Hare 
Moss, Banchory-Devenick and is permitted to fly from 
9am to 7pm on weekdays, and 10am to 7pm at 
weekends. The midweek fliers get together on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings. 
   Visitors are always welcome, but please contact a 
member on arrival and ask for an explanation of site 
safety procedures. 
   The Scottish Model Helicopter National 
Championship will be held there on June 13/14. 
Contact: E-mail: information@aamfc.co.uk 
Website best accessed by Googling: Aberdeen 
Aeromodellers Club 
 
Drum Castle 
Our nearest National Trust property. The grounds and 
woodland walks are open all year from 9.30am until 
sunset.  The Garden of Historic Roses opens on April 1 
to October 31 from 10am - 6pm.  The castle re-opens on 
Easter Friday, April 10 until September 30 from 
11.30am—5pm. 
There are events most weekends including: 
Easter weekend treasure hunt 
June 25   Outdoor performance of ‘A Midsummer   
Night’s Dream’, when you can come along with your 
friends and picnic hamper from 6.30pm 
July 12   Scotland’s Gardens Scheme Day 
July 19   Teddy Bears’ Picnic 
Tel: 01330 811204          www.nts.org.uk 
 
Stonehaven Open Air Swimming Pool 
This 50m, Art-Deco filtered salt water pool opens from  
Saturday May 30 until late September.  Opening times 
are 1pm  to 7pm, but 10am to 7pm in school holidays. 
Temperature is maintained at 29degrees C (84F), which 
makes it really comfortable even on damp days.  If you 
haven’t yet experienced midnight swimming (each 
Wednesday during school holidays), you don’t know 
what you are missing! 
   The pool celebrates its 75th anniversary this year, so 
we are planning several special events—see website for 
details. 
    If you have any photographs or written memories you 
would like to lend to the ‘Friends’ of the pool for their 
planned exhibition, please contact them by e-mail: 
75years@stonehavenopenairpool.co.uk 
www.stonehavenopenairpool.co.uk 
 
Yoga 
There may be vacancies in small 
group or individual tuition soon. 
Please contact to discuss whether 
this would suit your requirements. 
Ilse Elders  Tel: 868301 
 

Storybook Glen 
This sheltered, sloping park at Maryculter is populated 
with colourful characters from nursery rhymes, classic 
children’s stories and TV creatures.  A great place to let 
children run free in safety. 
Opening times: 10am to 6pm daily 
Tel: 732941      www.storybookglenaberdeen.co.uk 
 
Grampian Joint Fire and Rescue Board 
         Disability Equality Scheme 
The Disability Discrimination Act defines a disabled 
person as someone who has a physical or mental 
impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse 
effect on his or her ability to carry out normal daily 
activities.  This also includes those with chronic illness 
such as cancer. 
   We are looking for more disabled folk to help us 
shape the future of fire and rescue services in NE 
Scotland.  Meetings are held 3 – 4 times each year and 
all reasonable travel expenses will be reimbursed.  If 
you are interested and feel you can contribute, please 
contact the project manager: 
Andrew Lawtie,  Tel: 208236      
E-mail: alawtie@aol.com 

 
           

         

Would you like to cut down your petrol 
consumption, cut out car parking charges and help 
local business instead? 
If the answer is a resounding Yes, then why not 
visit  the gift shop and garden centre at Storybook 
Glen where you will find a huge range of pet food, 
(cars can be reversed right to the door for easy 
loading), wild bird food, birthday cards, 
candles, clocks, photo frames, toys and much 
more in a wide price range. 
Entry to the shop, restaurant and car park is free, 
so why not meet up for a coffee and tray bake on 
the sunny terrace.  When the weather is not so 
good, entry to the soft play area is only £2 – 
redeemable against the cost of refreshment. We 
hope to see more local folk in 2009.   Tel: 732941 
 

 
Have you heard? 

The Muchalls Bistro is the new eating 
place just East of the A90.  Hermann Schmid’s 
high standard of cooking is well known in the 
area, and here it approaches perfection. 
 

Dinners on Tuesday-Saturday 5.30-9.30pm 
Lunches on Tuesday-Friday 12-2.30pm 

Sunday lunch 1-4pm 
 
                      Tel: 01569 730393 
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The Scottish Wildlife Trust’s Reserve Convener, 
Gordon Morris, shares his organisation’s plans for 

its ownership of the Red Moss 
 

In our last issue, we told you something of the history of 
the Red Moss and how it came to be a designated Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Local man, George 
Angus, was kind enough to share his memories of a 
time when peat-cutting ensured “the moss” was a hive 
of industry. 
 
With its conservation status now assured, the Red Moss 
contains a variety of habitats including a raised bog with 
open pools, fen, marsh and woodland. Much of the bog 
is dominated by heather, although other characteristic 
bog plants are also found, such as sundews and bog 
asphodel. 
 
The Scottish Wildlife Trust (SWT) owns some 47.8 
hectares of the total 93.89 hectares covered by the SSSI 
status, which it manages as a Nature Reserve. Local 
SWT Reserve Convener – Gordon Morris – is part of 
the management team. His role includes acting as a 
warden, ensuring that criminals aren’t pulling up moss 
for re-sale, digging peat or stealing plants. He also has a 
recording role, leads the occasional guided walk and has 
organised volunteers to cut gorse or build bridges. 
 
He recalls the early days of ownership: “Soon after 
SWT made its purchase in 1997, Graeme Morison (then 
SWT Regional Reserves Manager) and I walked across 
the bog. He subsequently took the decision that there 
was little active management needed and that it should 
not be a high profile reserve due to the presence, off the 
pathway, of dangerous deep pools and hidden drainage 
ditches. The latter decision was perhaps helped when he 
stumbled up to his hips into a water-filled ditch!” 
 
Of SWT’s more recent activities, he explains: “Since 
1997, some work has been done to improve access, but 
most importantly an eco-hydrological survey was 
carried out by Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) covering 
the whole Moss. The most important management 
criterion is to restore the Moss as near as possible to its 
original state, and this can only be achieved by 
regulating the level of surface water within the site. The 
reinstatement work is a very long-term project and 
consists of damming drainage ditches, clearing out some 
peripheral ditches and, after each stage, monitoring 
results. 
 
As six different people own other parts of the Moss, 
and much of the site is bordered by farmland, each stage 
can only start after consultation and agreement of all 
interested parties. The first stage of this work started 
early in 2008 with the damming of drains within the 
inner zone and was completed by late spring of that 
year. The effects of this work, which took place within 

the SWT reserve, are now being carefully monitored.” 
  
In its role as a conservation organisation, SWT’s long-
term objectives for its ownership of the Moss are five-
fold. Gordon says: “We plan to, (1) maintain and 
enhance the reserve as a lowland raised bog with its 
associated flora and fauna, (2) maintain the peripheral 
birch and willow carr woodland in so far that it does not 
interfere with Objective 1, (3) accommodate visitor 
access without compromising the reserve's wildlife 
interest, (4) allow use of the reserve for formal 
education, scientific or research purposes particularly 
where it will help realise other long-term objectives, and 
(5) comply with all obligations of being part-owner of 
an SSSI.” 
 
For more information on this and other Nature 
Reserves, visit the Scottish Wildlife Trust’s website at  
www.swt.org.uk  
Gordon Morris can be contacted on   Tel: 780020   
 
 
Bird Atlas 2007-11 
 
The British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) has started a 
five year survey and would appreciate some more 
volunteers in our area.  This involves submitting ‘roving 
records’ via the website or on paper as you see different 
species, and/or making timed visits to designated areas 
during winter and the breeding season.  There is a 
checking system to ensure that suspect recordings are 
verified, so no great expertise is required. 
For further information contact regional representative 
Graham Cooper, Tel: 013398 82706,  
E-mail: grm.cooper@btinternet.com  
or the website: www.birdatlas.net 

RED MOSS OF NETHERLEY NATURE RESERVE 
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Minister 
   Rev. Dr Heather Peacock    Tel: 735776 
 
Church Office: Tel: 735983  
    E-mail:- thechurchoffice@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Dr. Heather Peacock, PH.D., B.Sc., B.D., was elected as 
our new minister on Sunday March. 15.   Following  Dr. 
Peacock’s election there was  a service of Ordination 
and Induction at Maryculter Church on Thursday 19th 
March at 7.00pm  then a social evening to welcome 
her.   We have decided to wait until Dr. Peacock is in 
place before announcing Easter and Communion 
Services. A note of thanks to Mr. John Skinner who 
very kindly cleared the snow from Maryculter Church 
car park before services recently.  
      
Morning Services at 10.30am  
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at Maryculter-
Cookney Church and 2nd and 4th Sundays at Banchory- 
Devenick Church. This arrangement has proved 
successful but will be reviewed after the Communion 
Services. 
Evening Services have been discontinued until 
further notice. 
 
Sunday School welcomes children aged 3 and over.   
They attend the church service for around 20 minutes 
then go out to Sunday School for the rest of the hour. 
M-C contact Helen Anderson  Tel: 780352 
      
Bible Study and Prayer Group     
Wednesday from 7.30-9.30pm in the Happy Lounge 
 
Youth Café 
This runs on Thursday evenings from 7 until 9pm in 
Maryculter Church Hall for those in P7 to S6.  We 
began nearly three years ago with six members, but now 
have over forty coming to enjoy varied activities 
including board games, karaoke, the dance mat and the 
favourite - air hockey. The tuck shop is popular too – 
especially the chocolate toasties.  “It was an ace 
evening, the best of the winter”, when Jo McCafferty 
came to sing and play the guitar, so perhaps she will 
return.  We now have a generator to light up Glebe Park 
for football when weather permits, and look forward to 
lighter nights when we can spend the evenings outside.  
We hope some new folk will join us in spring and 
summer, and would welcome a few more adult helpers 
too. 
Ann Massie  Tel: 732071 
 
The Fair Trade Shop is now open from 9.00am to 
noon Monday to Friday  in the church extension, selling 
Fair Trade goods i.e. coffee, tea, chocolate, biscuits, 
gifts, cards etc. 

 
 
 
 
 

House Groups meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each  
month from 7.30pm-9.30pm in congregational houses in 
a spirit of fellowship to look at the book of Acts 
together.    New members welcome 
Contact Joan Thorne    Tel:783834 for the B-D Group 
or Joyce Mackintosh    Tel: 733495 for the M-C Group 
 
The Guild meets on the first Monday of the month at 
7.30pm from September to November and February to 
May.    New members always welcome to come along 
and hear interesting speakers, enjoy fellowship and a 
cup of tea.  
Further details from Sheila Bissett, Tel: 01569 731708  
 
Maryculter Kirk Hall and its extensions are available 
for hire to local groups for only £5 an hour.  The Church 
and Community Office is now open with internet and 
copying facilities.  Office hours are 9am to 12 noon - 
Monday to Friday.   
 
The half acre Glebe Field is being used by the church 
community and uniformed organisations. If anyone 
wishes to hire it, please contact the church office or  
Anne Massie, Tel: 732071 
 
Projects 
Disabled access paths have now been laid at Maryculter 
Church.  The car park, paths and new cemetery at 
Banchory- Devenick church is making slow progress. 
After the closure and sale of Ardoe Hall it is intended to 
alter Banchory-Devenick Church to provide new hall 
facilities, and plans have been drawn up for this.   
Renewal of some of the pews in Maryculter-Cookney 
church is still planned sometime in the future. 
 
Keep up to date with church news on our website 
www.bdmc-parish.org.uk  We intend to re-instate our 
news in the Church Corner of  the Deeside Piper and 
Mearns Leader soon. 
 

      Banchory-Devenick & Maryculter-Cookney        
Parish Church 

Aberdeenshire Community  
Mediation   Service 

 
Do you have a conflict with a neighbour?  If so, we can 
help.  Mediation provides an opportunity for all 
involved to acknowledge the past and discuss moving 
forward in a calm and rational manner.  The meeting is 
structured so that everyone has the chance to speak and 
be listened to.  The focus is on the future and how 
things will be, rather than on the past.  Over 80% of all 
our cases result in either full agreement or substantial 
improvement. 
If you feel you would benefit or like more information 
contact: Irene Reid at Sacro, 110 Crown Street, 
             Aberdeen  AB11 6HJ   Tel: 560570 
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ST TERNAN’S SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

MUCHALLS 
 
St. Ternan’s is the northern-most Scottish Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese of Brechin.  We are part of the 
world-wide Anglican Communion.  The church is 
located in the North Kincardine Community Council 
area and is to be found to the west of the A90 about a 
mile from Muchalls village on the Causey Mounth, 
where the road branches off to Cookney and Netherley.  
St. Ternan’s congregation has worshipped in this area of 
North Kincardine for over 300 years as Episcopalians, 
first at Muchalls Castle then moving down to the 
present site where building started in 1830.   
 
St. Ternan’s continues to operate with a Ministry Team 
under the direction of Rev. Michael Sabell as Priest in 
Charge.  The Ministry Team are as follows; 
 Rev. Michael Sabell 01569 730625 
  Prof. John Usher  01569 731608             
 Eric Hargreaves  01569 730302 
 George Masson  01224 733583 
  
The church is open every day from 10am until 3pm.  
You are welcome to join us in worship at the 10.30am 
Family Eucharist on Sundays.   Weekly services are 
held on major Saint Days and are advertised on the 
church notice boards and in the magazine. 
 
A much needed  new heating system is being installed 
in the Church at present.  We have chosen a biomass 
(wood pellet) system and look forward to being much 
more comfortable in the future.   The system is being 
installed by Grampian Heat and Power of Portlethen and 
funds have been secured from the Energy Trust, 
Landfill Grant, Scottish Episcopal Church Province 
Grant and self-funding. Plans have also been passed for 
an extension consisting of a Meeting Room to 
accommodate 30 people, kitchen and toilets, including 
disabled toilets.  We are at present seeking funding for 
this project and would hope to go ahead this year if 
successful. 
 
Future Events: 
May 9 Mystery Dinner in Muchalls Village Hall 
June 20 Garden Fete in Church Grounds 
 
Please contact any of the above Ministry team for help 
or information on marriages, baptisms, funerals, 
pastoral visiting etc.     Keep up to date with church 
news by reading Church Corner in the Mearns Leader. 

           St Mary’s Chapel, Blairs 
 
Mass is held every Sunday morning at 9am to which all 
are invited. 
 Father George Hutcheon  Tel: 876704 
 Deacon Peter Macdonald Tel: 780351 
 
Blairs Museum is not available for events until a new 
manager is appointed. 
  
 
           HOME DELIVERIES 
 
Milk and local papers  
orange juice, eggs, potatoes and more….. 
Alan Masson , Tel: 07770 332969, hillies@fsmail.net 
 
Fruit and Vegetables 
The organic farm shop at Lorienen, Bridge of Muchalls 
is open on Wednesdays from 12.30 to 6pm and on 
Saturdays from 9.30 to 5pm 
Paul van Midden   Tel /Fax: 01569 731746 / 739137 
 
Neil Gammie, Fernieflatt Farm, Kinneff delivers 
vegetables, eggs (and fruit in season) on Tuesdays and 
Fridays.  Orders must be in the day before delivery. 
Tel: 01569 750374 or 07790 558880 
E-mail: fernieflat@amserve.com 
 
Fish 
George Fairweather delivers west of the B979 road on 
Thursday mornings and east of the road on Friday 
mornings.  Tel: 07974 311326 
 

 

 Proper Clobber 
 

Come and view the 2009 Spring/Summer 
collections. Proper Clobber stock many exclusive 
lines for all the family: 
 
- Equestrian performance & hi-viz garments.  
- Scottish tweed shooting & country wear. 
- Ethically manufactured, fair trade & organic 
clothing for babies & children. 
 
 
Please call Morag on 01569-731333 or email : 
enquiries@properclobber.com for information on 
events/shows Proper Clobber will be attending. 
Appointments can be made for parties/fund raising 
events.  
 
Remember look out for the web site launch in May. 
  
Proper Clobber Ltd, Cookney Lodge, Netherley,                

Stonehaven, AB39 3SA 
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   Water Vole Conservation and Mink  
        Control Projects 
 
The water vole is a semi aquatic native rodent that 
occupies waterside habitat.  Water voles are rodents 
and are similar in size to rats but have a blunter nose, 
smaller ears and a shorter furry tail with their body 
colour either brown or black. They are often mistaken 
for rats.  Colonies of water voles create extensive 
burrow systems in the banks of water courses which 
provide shelter and protection from predators. They are 
herbivorous and feed on a variety of grasses, sedges, 
rushes and herbaceous species.  During the winter they 
eat plant roots and food stored below ground.  They 
live on average for two years, often dispersing long 
distances between colonies in search of mates.  Each 
year they can have up to four litters depending on the 
conditions, and with each litter containing possibly 
eight young, a single breeding pair can be very prolific. 
   So what is the problem you may think?  Well the 
water vole is currently the most endangered mammal in 
Britain, having declined by an alarming 95% in the past 
half century.  There are several factors contributing to 
this decline such as habitat fragmentation and 
degradation, but also the most pertinent issue for the 
NE is predation by the alien invasive predator 
American Mink. 
   Mink have established wild populations in the North 
East since the late 70’s and possibly earlier due to 
escapees from mink fur farms such as the old site at 
Invercrynoch near Maryculter.  Mink are semi aquatic 
and excellent generalist predators, and they spell 
disaster for water voles due to their association with 
water and water voles being relatively easy prey to 
catch.  Mink will also prey on a variety of other species 
such as rabbits, mice, frogs, fish, wild fowl, game and 
song birds. 
   We are very fortunate to still have a few refuges 
where water voles have held on; in upland areas where 
mink do not frequent as often and gamekeepers control 
their numbers, also in dense lowland agricultural areas 
where there are highly branched drainage systems and 
water voles are less likely to be encountered by mink. 
 
How can you help? 
The aim of the North East Water Vole Conservation 
Project is to protect vulnerable populations of native 
water voles and a range of other native species by 
removing an invasive predator, the American mink.  
We do this by using mink monitoring rafts which 
enable us to pinpoint mink territories and then trap 
them with the minimum of time and effort involved.  
   The monitoring rafts are floating devices tethered to 
the bankside and have a clay tracking cartridge with a 
tunnel over it in the centre of the raft.  Animals climb 
on to the raft from the water and leave footprints on the 
cartridge when they cross it.  The rafts are then checked 
fortnightly, prints are recorded and the clay is 
smoothed down for the next check.  If mink prints are 
identified then a live catch cage trap can be set and any  
 

     Water vole—photo taken by Jamie Urquhart 
 
mink can then be dispatched humanely.  If any other 
species are caught they can be released unharmed. 
   We know that successful and sustainable mink control 
in the North East depends on co-operation and 
participation in local communities. By creating a 
network of volunteers across all the watercourses in the 
NE we can remove mink using the rafts from these areas 
and allow neighbouring water voles to re-colonise their 
existing habitat.  Willing volunteers are also needed to 
assist with checking areas for signs of mink presence 
using mink rafts in the South Deeside area with rafts on 
the main river and its tributaries.  
 
   If you would like to help the plight of the water vole 
or would simply want to know more or report sightings 
please contact the NE Water Vole Conservation Officer,  
Jamie Urquhart,  E-mail:  jamie.urquhart@abdn.ac.uk 
Tel: 0786 0846 999  
 
In Cairngorm National Park area: Dr Ros Bryce on  
Tel:0789 9060 569  E-mail:rosbryce@cairngorms.co.uk 
 

Please have a look at the website for further details:      
www.watervolescotland.org 

 

 
American mink with trout.  Photo by John McAvoy 
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Maryculter Driving for the Disabled 

 
 
We are an independent charity registered in Scotland and a 
member of the Federation of RDA (Riding for the Disabled 
including Driving).  Our aim is to give the opportunity of 
driving a pony / horse-pulled carriage to any disabled person 
who might benefit in general health and happiness. Carriage 
Driving offers many physical benefits including: Improved co-
ordination, muscle power and balance, relaxation through the 
rhythmic movement of the carriage and being out in the open 
air. Non-physical benefits include decision-making, meeting 
new friends, achievement, self confidence and Having Fun! 
 
Our 2009 season starts on Wednesday April 22 with the first of 
two training days for helpers at the Maryculter Community Hall 
(Corbie Hall).  The second training day is on Wednesday April 
29 at Maryculter Home Farm courtesy of Jane MacInnes at 1pm 
where we will be working with George Masson’s horse 
‘Corbie’ and Anne’s pony ‘Xantha’ practising loading and 
unloading wheelchairs etc and also checking all the safety 
equipment.  New helpers will be very welcome to attend. 
 
The driving season starts on Wednesday May 6 at 1pm at 
Maryculter Home Farm, weather permitting, and continues 
weekly throughout the year until September 23, and is made 
possible by our team of volunteers who consist of Able Bodied 
Drivers, Helpers, Carers and our Tea Ladies who dispense 
home baking and hot and cold drinks.  
 
The majority of sessions are from Home Farm apart from three 
that are through the Maryculter Woods. The last day is our 
barbecue,  Cone Driving competition and Treasure Hunt, a fun 
day for all with rosettes presented to the winners. We then have 
a general clean-up and inventory of all equipment in preparation 
for the next year. 
 
Last year’s Stonehaven Plainstones fundraising event was a 
great success, thanks to everyone who helped on the day 
including donations of home baking, plants and Tombola 
prizes. Make a note in your diary for this year on Saturday 
August 29 from 9am till noon.  The Christmas meal / AGM 
was enjoyed by all, thanks to Santa and all the helpers, the 
generous donations of food and raffle prizes and a special thank 
you to the food provided by ‘DoubleTree by Hilton’. 
 
If you would like to volunteer 
For further information about the Group’s activities contact: 
George Masson, Chairman          Tel: 733583 
Caroline McTaggart ,Secretary   Tel: 734093 
www.maryculterrda.org.uk 

 

 
           TEA LADIES – REQUIRED 
 
There is a wonderful team of local ladies who 
come to Driving for the Disabled at Home 
Farm on Wednesday afternoons from May 
until September.  If there are any ladies who 
enjoy baking and would like to join our team - 
they would be very welcome.   You would be 
asked to do two duties during the season and 
you would be at Home Farm for no more than 
two hours.  In return you would enjoy good 
company, a fine blether and be much 
appreciated by our disabled friends, their carers 
and all who help with this worthwhile cause. 
For more information please call: 
Carol Masson  Tel: 733583 
 

 
 
 
 
 

           
MARYCULTER CARRIAGE 

  DRIVING CENTRE 
 

 Learn the art and tradition of carriage driving 
 Arrive in a horse-drawn carriage for your wedding 

 Enjoy a farm tour and riverside drive 
 Visit our unique carriage collection 
 Bring disabled friends for a drive 

 Let us take you for a drive to mark special events 
Lectures given on history of horse transport 

 
   We can do all this and much more with our  

   experienced horses and ponies. 
   We also have a self-contained flat overlooking the  

  River Dee - ideal for business visits or short 
breaks. 

 
Jane and Ewan MacInnes, Home Farm, Maryculter 

Tel: 01224 732310 and 07889 340362 
Email:  homefarmmcdc@lineone.net 
www.marycultercarriages.co.uk 

 
NORTH  BURNSIDE   

KENNELS  AND  CATTERY 
 
 
 
 

“where part of your family  
becomes part of ours” 

       Tel: 01224  733474 
       Netherley Road, Burnside,  
                   Maryculter  
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          Mike Rumbles MSP 
 
As ever, this has been a busy time in the Scottish 
Parliament with a number of important issues 
being taken forward. Foremost in my mind 
however has been the need for new schools across 
Aberdeenshire, including a replacement Mackie 
Academy.  Aberdeenshire Council has determined 
that six new academies need to be built, and 
estimate that a new Mackie Academy will cost 
£34.8 million.  This is particularly important for 
children from Netherley who will be attending 
Mackie for their secondary education. 
 
In the last term of the Scottish Parliament, £63 
million was made available to Aberdeenshire 
Council and a number of new schools were built, 
including a state of the art academy at Portlethen.  
Unfortunately since taking office nearly two years 
ago the Scottish Government has failed to make 
any funding available for these much-needed new 
schools. Aberdeenshire Council has now agreed 
that it will find the funding itself for new 
primaries, but it will be impossible for the council 
to come up with nearly £200 million needed for 
academies. 
 
The Scottish Government must provide assistance 
here.  Pupils across Aberdeenshire face the 
prospect of receiving their entire secondary 
education in inadequate buildings.  This is 
completely unacceptable and I will continue to 
press the government for funding so that our 
children can receive the education they deserve. 
 
I am always available for help and advice. Please 
do not hesitate to contact me at the address on the 
back page. 
 

         Grampian Police 
 

Road Safety remains a high priority for Grampian Police.  
Over the winter months, the Roads Policing Department 
has run a number of initiatives in and around the North 
Kincardine area, for the purpose of promoting road safety 
and detecting crimes and offences.  Persons driving whilst 
under the influence of drink and drugs have been  targeted, 
specifically during the annual ACPOS Festive Road Safety 
Campaign, and a number of speeders, drivers using mobile 
telephones, and drivers not wearing seatbelts have been 
reported to the Procurator Fiscal.  There have also been 
drivers reported for having no documents and driving 
whilst carrying a dangerous load.  
 
It is with regret that I must report that there have been two 
serious road accidents in the area in recent months.  
Motorists are encouraged to drive in accordance with the 
prevailing road and traffic conditions and regularly check 
their vehicle lights, tyres and coolant / screen-wash levels. 
Over the coming spring and summer months, our 
commitment to target antisocial drivers  continues, with 
several initiatives scheduled to be run in the area.  
Grampian Police remains committed to improving road 
safety, reducing casualties and detecting offenders.   
 
The North Kincardine area has seen no reports of 
Vandalism these past few months, which is an encouraging 
statistic. However, there have been four Thefts by 
Housebreaking reported recently to domestic properties in 
the area.  Grampian Police treat such crimes as priorities 
and are committed to detecting and reducing such acts as 
part of a Force-wide initiative.  Householders are 
encouraged to familiarise themselves with basic home 
security advice to protect their homes and belongings, such 
as installing external security lighting, putting timer 
switches on internal lights, and properly securing windows 
and doors etc.  Further advice can be found on the 
Grampian Police website www.grampianpolice.uk under 
the following tabs: Advice Centre, Crime Reduction, 
Home Security.   
 
The staff at Portlethen Police Office would like to thank 
you for your continuing assistance and help in keeping our 
communities safe.  Grampian Police are committed to 
working hard to ensure that the quality of life of the 
residents in this beat area is not reduced by anti-social 
behaviour and crime.   
Kirsty Lawie, Constable G0396, 
Portlethen Police Office 
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REPRESENTATION 

Councillor  Carl Nelson 
 
On 12 February 2009 Aberdeenshire 
Council had its Budget Day.   It is the 
important occasion when we have to 
set the rate of Council Tax and 
Council house rent increases for 
2009/10. 
 
We met against the backdrop of the 
current economic climate of falling 
asset values, business closures, and 
large job losses, to name but a few.   Decisions were taken in 
the full knowledge that the forthcoming year will be an 
extremely difficult one for Aberdeenshire Council and its 
residents.   For the Council, it is trying to maintain services 
within very tight budget constraints.   Residents on the other 
hand have to cope with the worst effects of the recession, 
which is expected to deteriorate. 
 
As was the case last financial year money was made available 
by the Scottish Government to compensate Councils who 
chose not to increase their rate of Council Tax.   
Aberdeenshire Council took this option therefore there will be 
no Council Tax increase in 2009/10.   The Band D figure will 
remain at £1141.00. 
 
Under normal circumstances Aberdeenshire Council would 
have based its rent increase on the Retail Price Index as at 
October last year of 2.1%, plus 2% in line with the adopted 
Business Plan for the Stock Improvement Programme, an 
increase of 4.1%.   This year because of the economic 
situation and financial uncertainty the Council dispensed with 
the Retail Price Index figure and decided on a 1% increase, 
plus the aforementioned 2%, a total of 3%. 
 
To the credit of all the major parties they supported the 
Conservative/Liberal Democrat administration proposals.   It 
was refreshing to find unity in our efforts to help the residents 
of Aberdeenshire. 
 
Each of the four councillors for the North Kincardine 
Ward  were invited to contribute up to 250 words. (ed.) 

 
 

Councillor 
Ian Mollison 
 
Planning for our future 
One of the key issues facing 
councillors this year is the Local 
Development Plan.  This will set 
out the way development takes 
place across the North-east over 
the coming years.  And once these 
decisions have been made, we will 
have to live with the consequences. 
 
Now is the time to make your views known on where 
development should – and should not go.  There’s more 
detail at www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ldp 
 
I often hear people ask why we need more houses.  Well, 
we have 7000 to 8000 people on our housing waiting list 
for a start.  Not only developers are asked to contribute but 
interested groups such as community councils – including 
North Kincardine Rural too. 
 
Developers have put forward a raft of proposals.  For 
example, there are plans for a 6000-house community 
between Newtonhill and Cookney.  The Cookney 
development also talks about backing the re-opening of 
Newtonhill Station.  I have been campaigning for this for 
years, but sadly I don’t see quick progress being made. 
There seems to be less support from government for a 
Crossrail service with commuter trains every 15 minutes 
from Stonehaven to Inverurie. 
 
Another developer wants 3000 homes at Banchory-
Devenick, while another wants a small village at Ardoe.  
The Hillside development at Portlethen has also attracted 
further bids. 
 
Landowners and developers have made presentations to the 
community council, which always attracts a good turn-out.  
Your office-bearers do the area credit, probing and 
questioning.  If you are interested in such matters, then 
come to their meetings in Maryculter Community Hall. 
 
Finally, I thought I would take the opportunity to reflect on 
2008 as it affected Aberdeenshire Council.  Overall, it was 
a good year, with a long list of awards including a positive 
Audit of Best Value (sounds a bit technical but very 
important!), Northern Lights Tourism Awards, 
Confederation of Scottish Local Authorities (COSLA) 
Excellence Awards, National Transport Awards, and The 
Times Best Large Council to Work For Award. 
 
These matter because it means that the council is doing a 
good job for you.  Of course that does not mean that 
everything is perfect. There will always be council 
decisions and actions which annoy or offend someone 
somewhere. 
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         NKRCC Chairperson’s Report  
 

This is my farewell contribution to the South Deeside 
View as Chair of the North Kincardine Rural 
Community Council.  I will be standing down in June 
after eight years of service on the Community Council 
as a councillor for Banchory-Devenick and latterly as 
Chair. I have thoroughly enjoyed the experience of 
being involved with the NKRCC and have learned a 
great deal about the issues affecting our rural 
community both now and in the future. There have 
obviously been times that have been frustrating when it 
appeared that Aberdeenshire Council and others were 
not listening to the genuine concerns of local residents 
regarding decisions being taken about our community, 
but at other times it is obvious that our contributions 
have made a real difference.  
 
This area is very fortunate to have a number of people 
on the NKRCC who are not only genuinely committed 
to serving the community but are also very 
knowledgeable on planning and other matters. As a 
result we have continued to take an active and effective 
role in the decisions affecting this community including 
the proposed Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route, the 
Blairs development, the provision of seat belts on 
school buses, and the maintenance of the local roads 
network. This year has seen the publication of the draft 
Strategic Development Plan for Aberdeen and 
Aberdeenshire which is currently out for consultation, 
and proposals from a number of developers for 
significant housing projects in our area. This Plan will 
undoubtedly shape and almost certainly have a profound 
effect on the lives of everyone living in the North 
Kincardine area over the next twenty years. 
 
As I will be standing down, there will be a vacancy on 
the Community Council for Banchory-Devenick in 
addition to an existing one for Maryculter. I believe that 
it is important for local residents to get involved in their 
community and participation in the Community Council 
is an excellent way of doing so. You will be made very 
welcome whether you stand as a community councillor 
in June or just want to come along to one of our 
monthly meetings which are always open to the public. 
The NKRCC meets at Corbie Hall (next to the Old 
Mill Inn) on the third Monday of each month (except 
July) at 7.30 pm.  If you would like to find out more 
about what we do, please give me a call (Tel: 869660) 
or have a look at our website at    www.nkrcc.org.uk 
I hope you have a good summer and thank you to 
everyone who has helped me as Chair of the NKRCC 
over the last few years! 
                          Mike Birch 

The NEW Structure and Local Plan 
 
If it seems to be only a matter of months since you were 
reading here about the adoption – at last – of the new 
Local Plan, that’s because it is.   That plan (ALP) was 
adopted in June 2006 and now here we are on the brink 
of approving a new Structure Plan for City and Shire 
(now jointly called the Strategic Development Planning 
Authority – SDPA). 
 
This Plan is a very different animal from any previous 
incarnation of the type.   First, it covers the next 25 
years (rather than 10 or 15 years).   Second, there are 
here no hard and fast rules about development outside 
the Green Belt / design of houses /  built heritage / waste 
management and so on.   Not even rules about 
protection of the Green Belt: far from it… ‘the Green 
Belt will have to change..’ – see below.   This plan is a 
Policy-free zone, painting with a very broad brush and 
leaving specifics for the new Local Plan. 
 
In general terms it states that 3 Strategic Growth Areas 
(SGAs), will be the main focus for development.   They 
are: the City; the Laurencekirk-Huntly ‘corridor’ and 
the Aberdeen-Peterhead corridor.   There will also be 
Regeneration Areas – broadly the coastal strips south of 
Stonehaven and from Peterhead to Banff. 
 
‘What happens within those areas’?, I hear you cry.   
Well, 36,000 houses are to be built in the Shire and 
36,000 within the City (of which 21,000 are for 
‘greenfield sites’), and that is where many people start 
to feel rather uneasy.   That would be house-building on 
a massive scale, unprecedented in this area.   In the 
words of one of the landowners concerned when he first 
saw the figures,… ‘they’ll all be crawling out of the 
woodwork now with plans for houses..’    Indeed they 
are!   To date we hear about proposals for 3,000 houses 
at Banchory-Devenick; 150 at Netherley; 6,000 at 
Elsick; 500 at Stonehaven; 1,000 at Park Bridge; 1,000 
south of Stonehaven; 15 at Ardoe…..Who knows? - 
there may be more.   These proposals are, of course, in 
addition to the 280 at Blairs and 900 at Hillside already 
approved. 
 
As to the 21,000 on City greenfield sites, they would 
clearly be around the edge of town, giving a whole new 
meaning to the statement in the Plan reported above that 
the Green Belt… ‘will need to change..’.   Small wonder 
that you saw the report in the P and J about Stewart 
Milne, and others, welcoming this new ‘freedom’ in the 
Plan ! 
 
Combined with all of this is the intention in the plan to 
increase the population of the region by 40,000 and to 
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increase the population of working age by 15% over the 
same period.   That would be contrary to current, and 
projected, demographic trends throughout the UK and 
one wonders exactly how it might be achieved.   (Press 
gangs to Bucharest and Stettin perhaps?) 
 
These two aims – house-building and population growth 
– are based on what can only be described as highly 
idealised and optimistic economic forecasts for the next 
25 years.   Consequently they are the concepts causing 
the greatest unease among those who have studied the 
Plan.   It must also be said that neither the house-
building nor the population figures appear to be 
supported by either the national (GROS) forecasts or 
those of the local Councils themselves    The house-
building target is very high and part of that naturally 
depends on increasing the population by 40,000: another 
part depends on the Plan’s rose-tinted view of the 
economy being fulfilled.   Which comes first, the 
chicken or the egg ? 
 
It seems to many that there is an element of fingers, legs 
and any other appendage crossed with this plan.   If the 
oil business, agriculture and fishing were all to get a 
new lease of life (onward and upward!) as the document 
predicts, if people were to be attracted to the region to 
live, as it hopes, if new businesses relocate here as 
anticipated, etc etc, then it will indeed herald a new 
dawn for the North-East.   Should one or more of these 
interdependent supports fall… ? 
 
The new plan is presently with the Executive for 
approval and any individual, institution or group is free 
to comment until April 24.   The plan can be seen on 
www.aberdeencityandshire-sdpa.gov.uk Click on 
‘Structure Plan update’, then on ‘Finalised…plan’ to 
read the whole document.   There you can also examine 
the GROS and Council forecasts mentioned above 
under ‘Background Paper’.  A paper copy of the Plan 
can be obtained, free of charge, from 27-29 King St 
(Tel: 628210 and they will send it) and from the Council 
offices at Viewmount, Stonehaven—see back page. 
 
We would urge you all to read this important document, 
despite all the waffle words (robust, spatial strategy, 
resilient, inclusive and – of course - ‘sustainability’ in 
every second sentence), as this presages a major change 
of direction for, and will have a dramatic effect on, this 
region for many years to come. 
 
Comments and objections have to be in writing and sent 
to Edinburgh by April 24  (you do not necessarily need a 
special form).   Full details are on the website or in the 
booklet.   Happy reading! 

 
AWPR Inquiry – in brief 
Aside from the very limited remit of the Public Local 
Inquiry (PLI), there are those who would argue that far 
too much leniency was shown towards the Executive’s 
legal team, (one hesitates to use the word favouritism), 
that the same team acted unnecessarily aggressively and 
scathingly towards objectors and that, consequently, 
there is a real question mark over whether it was truly 
an independent Inquiry.   Apart from Road Sense, 4 
Community Councils, 15 - 20 individuals (farmers, 
housewives, householders, landowners), Cyclists’ club, 
community groups and others took part.   Well done to 
all of them, whether they had one of the battery of 
lawyers with them, or against them.   Let’s hope that 
their faith in the democratic process has not been shaken 
too badly.   At the end of the film ‘Seven Samurai’, 
when the fighting has finished and the baddies beaten, 
one of the 7 says rather wryly…. ‘Only the farmers have 
won..’   Some may be tempted to say of this PLI :  
substitute ‘lawyers’ for ‘farmers’. 
 
The 300 Club 
Thanks to all those who bought a record 360 tickets for 
our local lottery.  This has raised £1800, which means 
there is over £1000 available for local good causes 
throughout 2009.  £685 will be distributed throughout 
the year as monthly cash prizes drawn at each meeting 
of the Community Council. 
   Since last September grants have been given to 
Maryculter Driving for the Disabled to fund training 
courses for helpers, Friends of Cookney Hall for stage 
lighting, plants for the new garden at Lairhillock 
School, a computer for the Maryculter-Cookney Church 
Youth Café and funding towards the Maryculter Senior 
Citizens Christmas party.  So, if you did not win a cash 
prize , you can rest assured that your ticket money was 
put to good use locally. 
Winners of prizes between £5 and £100 since last 
September are: 
M. Bailey, Cookney; B. Broomfield, Blairs; J. Cowie, 
Maryculter; F. Howard, Maryculter;  L.Keeler, 
Netherley; V. Law, Netherley;  D. Moir, Netherley; J. 
Murison, Netherley; L. McKenzie, Maryculter;  B. 
McKinney, Netherley; R. McTaggart, Netherley; H. 
Nicol, Netherley; D. Rait, Cookney; J. Rapach, 
Netherley;  D. Ripley, Netherley; D. Ritchie, Aberdeen; 
M. Robertson, Banchory-Devenick; C. Smart, 
Netherley;  R. Smith, Turriff; J. Thomson, Maryculter; 
and A. Willox, Netherley.  
 

NKRCC Secretary:Robert Keeler,  
Howieshill, Netherley, Stonehaven AB39 3SN        

Tel: 01569 764436  
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The Public Inquiry into the Aberdeen Western 
Peripheral Route (AWPR) is now nearing completion.  
The evidence has been gathered in and the Reporters are 
now considering the final arguments before making a 
recommendation to Scottish Ministers.  Ministers have 
said they will refer the matter to the Scottish Parliament 
before taking the final decision. 
 
We had hoped that the Reporters would weigh up all the 
evidence in a careful and objective manner, before 
coming to their conclusion.  We are now beginning to 
wonder if this will be so.  From the outset the Reporters 
made it clear that they would not consider any evidence 
questioning the need for the AWPR.  On this basis the 
QC representing Transport Scotland has argued that 
much of the evidence provided by local people and by 
Road Sense must be disregarded.  Transport Scotland 
representatives sought at every opportunity to declare 
our evidence invalid and to malign our character.  We 
saw respected local people, with little experience of the 
court-room, subjected to bullying and vilification for 
daring to appear at the Inquiry.   
 
In these circumstances all our witnesses did well.  They 
made it clear that the AWPR is following the wrong 
track.  It will not reduce traffic in Aberdeen.  It will 
increase traffic on many roads on the periphery of the 
City.  It will be unnecessarily expensive because of its 
distance from the City.  For Aberdeen City and 
Aberdeenshire Council it represents a development 
opportunity rather than a solution to transport problems. 
It will damage the landscape of the Dee valley, and 
increase the risk of flooding.  Above all, it will affect 
the environment much more than any other solutions.  It 
will damage the River Dee Special Area of 
Conservation, and be a threat to protected species 
including the salmon, freshwater pearl mussel and otter.  
It will be especially damaging to the red squirrel 
populations which are already under threat from the 
incursion of the grey species.  It will destroy bat roosts 
and result in the deaths of deer and badgers through 
road accidents.  It will despoil ancient woodlands.   

 
It will also disrupt the activities of local people, devalue 
their properties and create enormous traffic problems in 
Peterculter.   
 
It is always difficult after a Public Inquiry to judge how 
well it went.  We hope that the Reporters will accept our 
argument that the Southern Leg and the Fastlink will 
cause too much damage to the environment and will 
breach European Directives.  The final submission from 
Transport Scotland is an incoherent, poorly argued 
assault on the character of the witnesses rather than a 
clear exposition of the government’s case.   
 
Many people have contributed to the Road Sense case 
by acting as witnesses, attending the Inquiry to give 
their support and of course by providing money.  Our 
focused and coherent opposition to the proposals for the 
AWPR has been a good example of local people 
banding together to defeat the bureaucrats.  It has 
enabled us to make new friends and extend our local 
interests.  If we lose the Inquiry we will still have 
gained a great deal and we may be able to fight on 
through a complaint to Brussels.  If we win it will be a 
triumph!    
Secretary: a.hawkins@btconnect.com 

 
 

West Aberdeenshire and 
Kincardine Liberal Democrats' 

Autumn Ceilidh, 26 September, 
Durris Hall, Kirkton of Durris. 
Tickets £12 including stovies. 

Book tickets by sending 
payment to WAK Liberal 
Democrats, 6 Dee Street, 

Banchory AB31 5ST. 
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        FOR YOUR RENEWABLE ENERGY NEEDS 
  Ground Source Heat Pumps 
  Under Floor Heating 
  Heat Recovery 
  Central Vacuum Systems 
 

Paragon Systems (Scotland) Ltd offers a free design 
and quotation package for supply only or supply and 

installation on receipt of drawings. 
Phone: 01224 735536 Today to discuss your particular 

requirement. 
 

e-mail:  info@paragon-systems.co.uk 
Visit our web-site ~ www.paragon-systems.co.uk 

Paragon Systems (Scotland) Ltd, Corbie Cottage, Maryculter, 
Aberdeen AB12 5FT 

    Banchory & Leggart Proposals 
 
Banchory & Leggart Estates has been engaged in 
public consultation since it launched proposals for a 
new development within a country park setting on the 
outskirts of the city.  Local people are encouraged to 
visit www.banchoryleggart.co.uk and submit their 
feedback. 
   Rupert Lumsden of Banchory & Leggart Estates 
said: “We want people to be involved in shaping our 
proposals.  Overall, our plans have been positively 
received across the region.  Inevitably one or two 
concerns have been raised by residents.  These relate 
to transport issues and the need for housing.  The draft 
structure plan is allowing for significant growth in the 
next 25 years with an unprecedented scale of 
development. 
   Our proposals would come on-stream in a phased 
way in-line with demand if they are accepted within 
the Structure Plan and the local Development Plan.  
Detailed planning applications would then have to be 
sought. This development would seek to meet the 
demand in 2012 when the housing market will have 
changed from where it is in today’s challenging 
economic climate.  By this time, we should have the 
AWPR in place and we envisage working with the 
local authorities and Nestrans to support their 
improvements for access to the South. 
   The sustainability at the heart of our proposals is a 
major factor in lessening our potential impact on 
traffic. The proximity of our proposals to the city, the 
inclusion of park and ride and bus services and the 
opening up of pedestrian access through a footbridge 
over the Dee all work together to ensure a variety of 
transport modes.  
   Employment on the site would help generate counter 
peak flow travel demands which, as well as balancing 
car demand more evenly, would help sustain bus 
services.  Southbound morning bus services would 
deliver employees to the site and vice versa in the 
evenings.  The proposals would provide almost 100 
acres of much needed land for business use and 500 
acres of land for mixed housing alongside a new 900 
acre country park.”  
This was submitted by the Public Relations company 
involved in the development  proposal. 
      
 

   The Lairhillock Inn 
                   and 
     

Crynoch 
Restaurant 
Netherley 
Nr. Stonehaven, AB39 3QS 
Tel: (01569) 730001 
Fax: (01569) 731175 
Email: info@lairhillock.co.uk 
Web: www.lairhillock.co.uk 

 
THE LAIRHILLOCK INN IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

FOR TEA/COFFEE, LUNCHES AND EVENING MEALS 

 

 THE AERIAL TEAM  
Sky approved installers 

  
 

 Installation and repairs 
 Analogue and digital aerials 
 Sky TV systems  
 Sky + systems  
 Sky multiroom  
 Re-cabling  
 Foreign language satellite         

systems  
 Terrestrial TV aerials for     

freeview 

Call Gary Mollison 
0800 211 8600 

                    Also in Yell.com 
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        REPRESENTATION 
 
MP   Sir Robert Smith 
Tel: 01330 820330       Fax: 01330 820338 
robert.smith.mp@parliament.uk         
MSP Mike Rumbles 
Tel: 01330 820268       Fax: 01330 820106 
mike.rumbles.msp@scottishparliament.uk 
 
                    COUNCILLORS 
Alastair Bews  Tel: 01224 784594 
33 Bruntland Court, Portlethen 
E-mail: cllr.a.bews@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Paul Melling  Tel: 01224 784534 
51 Broomfield Road, Portlethen 
E-mail:  cllr.p.melling@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Ian Mollison   Tel: 01569 739087 
11 Greystone Place, Newtonhill, Stonehaven AB39 3UL 
E-mail:cllr.i.mollison@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Carl Nelson   Tel: 01569 730733 
21 Dunnyfell Road, Muchalls, Stonehaven AB39 3RP 
E-mail:  cllr.c.nelson@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Aberdeenshire Council   
Viewmount,     
Arduthie Road,    
Stonehaven.   www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
AB39 2DQ 
         
  POLICE 
Emergencies  Tel: 999 
All non-emergencies Tel: 0845 600 5700 
Crimestoppers  Tel: 0800 555 111 
Drugs Information Line Tel: 0800 371553 
 
 
  SERVICES 
Bluebird buses 
No. 103  Aberdeen to Laurencekirk via Banchory- 
        Devenick and Netherley 
No. 204  Aberdeen to Strachan via Maryculter and    
        Blairs 
Tel:  212266 or 591381 
E-mail:Public.transport@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Dial a Trip 
Bus service with tail lift for concession card and taxi 
card holders.   Tel: 01569 765765 
 
Library    
The mobile van visits fortnightly on Thursdays: 
  Kirkton of Maryculter at 9am 
 By former Maryculter East Schoool at 9.20am 
 Banchory-Devenick crossroads at 10.10 
Library Service    Tel: 01651 872707 
 
Window cleaning 
Martin Pilley         Tel: 01261 815411 

  EVENTS CALENDAR 
April 
Wed.        9 Maryculter WRI: ‘Hearing dogs’ 
Thurs.    17  Friendship Club whist drive 
Monday 20 Community Council 
  Netherley WRI: Feather hats & brooches 
  School term begins 
Saturday 25 Ceilidh at Cookney Hall 
May 
Wed.      13 Business meeting: Bring and Buy 
Monday  18 Community Council 
  Netherley WRI: Travel to Thailand 
Saturday 23 Friends of Guiding Daffodil Tea 
Saturday 30 Stonehaven Open Air Pool opens 
June 
Sat/Sun 13/14  Model Helicopter Championships 
Monday  15 Community Council AGM 
Saturday 20 St Ternan’s Church fete 
July 
Friday      3 School term ends 
August 
Monday  17 Community Council 
Wed.      10 Maryculter WRI 
Tuesday 18 School term begins 
Saturday 29 Riding for Disabled sale, Stonehaven 
September 
Wed.      9 Maryculter WRI 
Monday 21 Community  Council 

 
Editors:     Hazel Witte              Tel: 732738 
          Monearn, Maryculter  AB12 5GT 
          witte@btconnect.com 
 
  Pam Robertson        Tel: 863887 
  2 Little Banchory Mews, 
  Banchory-Devenick   AB12 5XS  
  pambyers@btinternet.com 
 
       Please send copy for the autumn issue of  
          YOUR NEWSLETTER by August 23 

 
 BOOKING OF HALLS AND GROUNDS  
 
Maryculter Community (Corbie) Hall and Field     
Carol Masson,Tel: 733583    
carol.masson@btinternet.com 
M-C Church Hall and Glebe Field  Church office 
Tel: 735983         thechurchoffice@tiscali.co.uk 
Scout and Guide Hut  
Les Paterson, Tel: 868676       lesardoe@aol.com 
Cookney Hall            Willie Angus  Tel:01569 730123 
wgangus@ukgateway.net 
Blairs College Hall    John Evans-Freke   Tel: 867626 
Lairhillock School      
 Marian Youngson,  Tel: 01569 732520   
Marian.youngson@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 


