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Welcome to the latest issue of your community newsletter.  
It is a bit earlier than usual, so that we can spread the word 
about the autumn programmes of the many and varied 
activities in our area.  
 
Our plant sale and inaugural coffee morning in May proved 
very popular, so thanks to those who supplied the plants and 
baking, who assisted on the day and of course everyone who 
came along.  We raised enough money to print the next  issues 
of the ‘View’ and a bit more. 
 
All phone numbers are Aberdeen listed (01224) unless 
otherwise indicated.  The back page, with its Events Diary and 
list of useful contacts is arranged for handy reference.  Other 
contact information is at the end of each section. 
 
We are always on the lookout for new contributors to the 
‘View’, especially folk with knowledge and expertise in local 
history, wildlife and habitats, or community events we may be 
unaware of.  So if you have a story to tell, we would love to 
hear from you.  Our roving reporters are always available! 
 
You will find our contact details on the back page. 
 
 

 

   Macmillan Coffee Morning 
 
 On Friday September 26   
   Storybook Glen  10.30—noon 
 
This 14th consecutive annual event will have 
a wide variety of stalls, bring and buy section, 
raffles, teas and home baking. 
 
Raffle prizes and any contributions to the sale 
should be handed in to Sheila Stewart ,  
Tel: 734222  beforehand, with any last minute 
items gladly accepted at the door. 
 
  Admission by donation. 
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              YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Maryculter Babies and Toddlers 
 
We meet in Maryculter Church Hall, Kirkton of 
Maryculter on Thursday mornings from 9:30 to 11:30 
during term time. It’s a great chance for mums, 
grandmas, dads or any other carers to meet for a coffee 
and a chat. The children benefit by getting to know 
others with whom they will start school later on. We 
welcome anyone with children from birth to 2 1/2 from 
Maryculter, Netherley, Banchory-Devenick and the 
surrounding areas.  
Mandy Tulloch   Tel: 01569 730577 
Tanya Simpson   Tel: 01569 730352 
 
Maryculter Playgroup  
 
This runs on weekday mornings from 9.30 to noon 
during term time in Corbie Hall next to the Old Mill Inn.  
Children are welcome from ages 2 1/2 to 5 years and 
funded places are available from age 3. The Playgroup is 
run in accordance with the pre-school 3-5 curriculum. 
For any other information please contact the Playgroup 
direct on Tel: 07765 525317  
     
1st Maryculter Rainbows 

 
We are planning to re-start the Maryculter Rainbows 
soon.  This is for girls aged between 5 and 7 and we will 
be meeting in the Scout and Guide Hut on Thursdays 
from 4.30pm to 5.30pm.  Do contact us for further 
information: 
Alison Tel: 899703 or Ginny Tel: 249487  
 
 Maryculter Brownies 
 
We were out in all winds and weathers this summer and 
have almost forgotten what the Scout Hut looks like. 
We cycled along the Deeside Railway line, and around 
Durris Forest.  We picnicked at Crathes Castle and ate 
chips on the beach at Stonehaven.  We paddled in the sea 
and in various burns.  We had treasure hunts and camp 
fires and sleepovers (although sleeping didn't feature 
much) on themes of ‘Famous People’ and ‘Oliver’. 
 
We do have one or two spaces, so if you are aged 7 - 10, 
like games and crafts and making new friends, come and 
join our happy band who meet on Thursdays at 
Maryculter Scout Hut from 6.30pm - 8pm.  
     Contact: Lynn Murphy: Tel: 01330 825936   
 
Maryculter Guides 
 
1st Maryculter Guides attendance has rocketed and we 
are now up to around 22 Guides in our unit which is 
great news for everyone.  We are all happy and healthy  

and looking forward to the coming trip to Switzerland in 
2009.   Also on the agenda for our unit is a weekend 
camp, which is an exciting prospect for the newest of 
our Guides who have never experienced a camp 
before.  As 2008 is quickly coming to a close we are 
already planning our Burns Supper in January.   
Girls between 10 and 14 from Netherley, Cookney, 
Banchory-Devenick or anywhere within reach of 
Maryculter, are welcome to come any week. 
Dianne Brown, Guider  Tel: 734687 or 0780 154 2154 
 or E-mail: diannebrown@tiscali.co.uk 
 
 
 1st Maryculter Rangers 
 
We’ve been in an outdoorsie 
spirit lately.  In April we camped 
in the Glebe next to the Hut to 
try out our ‘new’ tent and to 
fulfil part of our Guiding 
promise, to be of service to the 
community.  We painted the 
entrance hall in the Scout/Guide 
Hut and followed on with a 
cookout and a hike.   
 
In August we travelled to Edinburgh for our summer 
camp, just days after the city was hit with heavy rain 
and flooding!   Despite the sodden ground underfoot we 
managed to stay dry.  We had fun at the zoo, a wander 
down the Royal Mile with some of the Fringe acts on 
show, an afternoon shopping and a Ghost and Torture 
Tour in Edinburgh’s underground vaults! 
 
If you are approaching 14years, are under 26, and would 
like to find out what Rangers can do for you on alternate 
Monday evenings, do come along and join us. 
Tel: Jackie on 01224 869668, Elaine on 01569 730374 
or E-mail:   jac212@btinternet.com 
  
 
Beavers  
 
Beavers are for boys 
between 6 and 8 years old 
and meet in Maryculter 
Scout Hall  on Tuesdays 
from 5.30 to 7 pm.  
  
We have now re-started for the new term and look 
forward to this year's activities, crafts and visits. 
 
Help is always welcome and if anyone wishes to be 
involved in the leadership side then they should come 
along some evening for an introduction. 
Anyone wishing to join should contact  
Kathleen Paterson , Beaver Leader   Tel: 868676 
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     Corbie Park and Community Hall, 
   Maryculter 
 
The new changing rooms are now finished!  Hurray!  
Thanks to all who helped with fundraising over the 
years, and with the project by giving of their time, 
expertise or help with materials.  The availability of 
changing rooms means the hall can be used more at 
weekends - even if there is sport being played in the 
field. It also means no more muddy boots on the carpet.  
Hurray again! 
  
The car park has been re-surfaced but there are still 
other challenges ahead to meet Local Authority and 
safety standards and there is therefore no rest for the 
committee.  The A.G.M of user groups will be held 
soon and it would be great if we could welcome some 
additional persons to spread the load of administering 
the hall. Please do not feel we are an exclusive club!  If 
you would like to be part of the community effort at the 
hall and field - please contact the Secretary                
Tel: 861789, or come along to the A.G.M. - date 
available soon. 
 
Those observant amongst you may have noticed the 
pitch has been moved as far north as is possible. This is 
to facilitate the levelling of the south goalmouth area - 
after which we hope to move the pitch as far south as 
possible to permit the levelling of the north end, and the 
creation of a training area there.  Are there any keen 
groundsmen out there? 

The hall continues to be well used but there is still 
plenty of scope for evening and weekend bookings for 
children's parties, games nights, beetle drives, whists 
etc.  We have access to table-tennis tables, pool tables 
and table football if any group wished to organise a 
games night.  
 Carol Masson, booking secretary   Tel: 733583 
 
 

    Maryculter and Oberkirch Scouts in 
Aberdeen 

    YOUTH ACTIVITIES  cont. 

1st Maryculter Cub Scouts 
  
The new Maryculter Cub pack has been in existence for 
nearly a year. During that time our activities have 
included trips to Stonehaven Police Station, Anderson 
Drive Fire Station, Crathes Castle Orienteering Course 
and Kingcausie Estate to erect Red Squirrel boxes.  We 
have had numerous trips to Maryculter Woods, for 
nature watching,  games, and trail following / laying. 
   
We had a sleepover in March in the Scout Hut, an April 
trip to the Cairngorm Club Hut near Braemar (with 12 
inches of snow overnight), and an overnight camp in 
May with the Scouts outside the Scout Hut accompanied 
by planting of native trees. 
 
All Cubs have earned their Nights Away and Explorer 
badges and are on their way to getting their Naturalist 
badge.  We anticipate the arrival of six boys wishing to 
move up from Beavers at the end of the summer 
holiday, and three of the Cubs will be moving up to 
Scouts.   
With the increase in numbers we are ever-willing to 
hear from parents or others prepared to join us as 
warranted Cub leaders. 
For more information contact Dave Burslem,  
Tel: 732819, Bill Caffyn Tel: 734080,  
Dave Kirk, Tel: 869006 or Chris Grinyer Tel: 732324 
  
 
1st Maryculter Scouts 
 
For the first time in many years the Scouts did not have 
a Summer Camp because of lack of numbers. However 
we did act as host to 50 Scouts from Oberkirch in 
Germany - a group we have had contact with since 
1994. Maryculter Scouts camped with the Germans at 
Templars Park and joined them on visits to Aberdeen 
and Stonehaven. 
The photo on the right shows our combined group on an 
outing in Aberdeen.  You can see the photos taken by 
the German Scouts - on their website:     
http://www.pfadis.org 
 
Although a number of older Scouts have moved on - 
some we are pleased to know have joined the Cults 
Explorer Scouts - there will be a number of new boys 
joining when we re-start in September. 
 
There is always a welcome for any boy aged between 
10.5 and 13 and anyone wanting to join our Friday 
evening meetings should contact the Scout Leader. 
  
Les Paterson, Scout Leader     Tel: 868676  
or E-mail: lesardoe@aol.com 
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     PRIMARY      SCHOOLS 
     Banchory-Devenick  
 
  
As we begin the new session, 
everyone at Banchory-Devenick 
School is looking forward to 
participating in an exciting Reading 
Festival.  The event, which lasts 
from August to October, has been co-ordinated by 
teachers from our school along with Portlethen, 
Fishermoss and Newtonhill schools. 
 
There will be a focus on different types of writing 
throughout the term including non-fiction, poetry and 
Scots language.  Pupils will have the opportunity to take 
part in lots of reading, writing and talking activities as 
they focus on one author. The festival co-ordinator at 
Banchory-Devenick is Susan Humphrey who teaches 
the P5/6/7 class. 
 
Events include: 
26th Aug – P1/2 Class visit to the Reading Bus where 
Sheena Blackhall and Jenny Watson will lead sessions 
encouraging reading for pleasure 
2nd Sep – P3/4 Class to watch a performance by the 
Hopscotch Theatre Company called ‘Loyal Wallace and 
Royal Bruce’ 
10th Sep – P1/2 Class to watch a performance by 
Clydebuilt Puppets called ‘Red Riding Hood’s Purse’ 
16th Sep – P5/6/7 Class to meet author Cathy Cassidy 
9th Oct – P5/6/7 to visit the Bible Bus 
 
Following the success of the Running Club last term, it 
will continue this term on Tuesday lunchtimes as part of 
the Junior Jog Scotland Programme for Primary 4-7 
children. The club is run by Miss Humphrey (P5/6/7 
teacher) and Mrs Bennett (Head Teacher relief) and has 
been really well attended. 
 
Meanwhile, the school garden has progressed well this 
year with maturing of the large flowerbed that 
has provided lots of colour since spring and a 
productive vegetable garden. The vegetable garden is 
planted and maintained by the pupils who have a 
lunchtime Gardening Club run by a parent helper.  The 
addition of a chicken wire fence around the plot over the 
holidays has ensured there will be plenty of lettuce, 
peas, potatoes and courgettes ready for harvest as the 
kids return to school. 
 
The big gardening project planned for the autumn is the 
replanting of the shrub border in the playground at the 
front of the school. It is hoped to bring a greater variety 
of shapes and colours, in both flowers and foliage, into 
the border to replace a virtual monoculture of creeping 
raspberry that has smothered the few existing shrubs.  
   Joyce Hill, Head Teacher        Tel: 875237     
   E-mail: joyce.hill@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

                    
    Lairhillock     
 
 
 
 
 
 
A warm welcome has been extended to new nursery and 
Primary 1 children and their families, and we hope they 
have lots of fun learning new things this session.  
Lairhillock School is also delighted to announce the 
appointment of Miss Anderson who will be teaching P2 
– 4.  Everyone is looking forward to working with her 
and hope she will be very happy in her new post.  Mrs 
Braidwood and Mrs Kirk will continue to teach P1-2, 
Mrs Strachan will teach P4-5 and P6-7 will have Mrs 
Garden and Mrs Henderson as class teachers.  Mrs 
Ansell and Mrs Leith will be joined by a new staff 
member in nursery due to the rise in numbers. This post 
is currently being advertised. 
 
The classes are studying People Who Help Us, Ancient 
Egyptians, Earth and Space and Japan.  Children will be 
taking part in the Kodaly Music Programme as well as 
Soccer Scholars with Marshall Phillips which aims to 
develop communication and partnership skills.   
 
The Health Group have planned a Health Week with 
lots of exciting events for the week beginning 6 
October.   A Health Fair will be held in school to which 
members of the community are very welcome to attend.  
Arrangements are in the process of being finalised and 
further details will be available soon.  Anyone wishing 
to participate or have a stand at the Fair should contact 
the school as soon as possible. 
 
A Book Fair is to be held during the week of Parent 
Teacher Consultations in October.  Literacy and 
numeracy workshops for parents are being held this 
term. 
 
The Parent Council have organised a barbecue for 
families on Saturday 6 September.  Further details are 
available from the school. 
 
Any groups wishing to use the school in the evenings 
should contact the Head Teacher. 
 
Marian Youngson, Head Teacher Tel: 01569 732520 
E-mail: marian.youngson@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
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   Friends of Cookney Hall  
 
Work on the Hall continues.  Anyone passing by may 
have noticed that the hall has recently been given a new 
coat of paint.  Our thanks go to Jotun, Altens Industrial 
Estate, Aberdeen, for the donation of said paint. Once 
the repaint is complete, we hope to attach a large sign 
declaring ‘Cookney Public Hall’ on the east gable, the 
end nearest to the Cookney to North Cookney Farm 
road.  We also hope to attach a notice board  (kindly 
funded by the Co-op) beneath the sign which will be 
used to advertise forthcoming events and classes in the 
hall, other local events, lost pets etc. all for a small fee 
to those who wish to advertise. 
  
On that note, it might be worth mentioning that the hall 
has recently been utilised for dance classes, band 
practice, birthday parties, dog obedience classes and is 
open for such use and much more to anyone in the area 
with a genuine reason.  Further details from:  
 Willie Angus Tel: 01569 730123   
 E-mail: wgangus@ukgateway.net 
  
Forthcoming events, to continue our work, include a 
Race Night on Friday October 17, a (before) St 
Andrews Night on Saturday November 22.  Keep an eye 
on the local press (and our new notice board!) for 
details. 
  
Though the work continues, it still costs money, 
substantial amounts of it, so we are  pursuing any 
suggestions brought to our attention regarding possible 
grants, sponsorship, donations and the like.  No 
reasonable suggestion refused (and we'll also consider 
some unreasonable ones too!). 
  
If you're aware of any organisation that we might be 
able to apply to for funding, we'd be delighted to hear 
from you.  Even if it might be an organisation 
we're dealing with already or have dealt with in the past, 
we'd still be keen to know about it.  Likewise, if you 
feel you have a little time to spare to get involved in our 
project, please feel free to get in touch with me for 
further details. 
 Bob McKinney,   Correspondence Secretary, 
  Tel : 01569 730706       E-mail: bob8930@aol.com 

Primary Schools Football 
 
On June 28, 2008 Corbie Park hosted the Invercrynoch 
Cup and Crynoch Shield.  The history of these 
competitions goes back over a quarter century and the 
rules have evolved with time, but this year they allowed 
the pupils of Lairhillock, Durris and Drumoak schools 
to compete in football and tug o’ war competitions in 
between eating hotdogs and drinking fizzy pop.  No 
matter what the Met. Office predict, good weather is 
always guaranteed and this year was no exception.  
 
Drumoak took home the major prize of the 
Invercrynoch Cup for the P5-S1 age group, whilst 
Lairhillock went away with the Crynoch Shield for the 
P1-4 pupils.  The tug o’ war in both categories was just 
as fiercely contested with Drumoak and Lairhillock 
getting their hands on the trophies.  
  
The really serious games though ended with the Mums 
beating the pupils, and just for once, the Dads letting the 
former pupils win.  Thanks to everyone who took part, 
helped organise, or just came along, and special thanks 
to the Lairhillock Inn for sponsoring the Crynoch Shield 
competition again.  
  

 
The pictures show the winning Lairhillock team with  
                      the Crynoch Shield. 
 
 
The Doric Festival 
This annual festival is from September 26 to October 
12, with performances in several venues across the 
North East.    The one in our area is: 
Another Meal an’ Ale Evening in Cookney Hall on 
Saturday October 4 at 7.30pm 
Ian Russell, melodeon; Dennis Shepherd, verse; 
Catriona Smith, sangs; Steve Ross and Tim Hull, 
fiddles; joint comperes Geordie Murison, sangs and 
John Valentine, sangs. 
Tickets £6, concessions £4 from: 
     Joyce Murison,    Tel: 01569 731236 
Organised by the Aberdeen Branch of the Traditional 
Music and Song Association  
           www.thedoricfestival.com 

 

 
    BOOKING OF HALLS AND GROUNDS  
 
Maryculter Community (Corbie) Hall and Field     
Carol Masson,Tel: 733583   Carol.masson@tiscali.net 
M-C Church Hall and Glebe fFeld  Church office 
           Tel: 735983         thechurchoffice@tiscali.co.uk 
Scout and Guide Hut  
        Les Paterson, Tel: 868676       lesardoe@aol.com 
Cookney Hall            Willie Angus  Tel:01569 730123 
       wgangus@ukgateway.net 
Blairs College Hall    John Evans-Freke   Tel: 867626 
Lairhillock School      
                        Marian Youngson,  Tel: 01569 732520   
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     CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

Maryculter WRI 
Meetings are at 7.30pm on the second 
Wednesday of each month in the 
Corbie Hall, Maryculter between 
August and June  We look forward to 
monthly competitions, a variety of 
speakers and a Bring and Buy sale.   
New members will be very welcome. 
See our programme on the back page 
Secretary, Christine Middleton  Tel: 861513 
 
Netherley WRI 
We meet in the Lairhillock School on the third Monday 
of each month at 7.30pm.  New members welcome. 
See some of our programme on the back page. 
Secretary, Margaret Carmichael    Tel: 01569 764330 
 
Friendship Club 
We’ve had many successful outings over the summer, 
though the weather was sometimes not too kind.  Our 
end of summer lunch will be on Thursday October 2 at 
the Old Mill Inn.  On Thursday October 17 we are 
having a fundraising basket whist evening in Corbie 
Hall at 7.30pm. Do come and join us, even if you do not 
have numbers for a table, since we will pair you with 
some others if you phone in advance. 
Our winter sessions in Maryculter-Cookney Church 
Hall at 2pm, begin on Thursday November 6, and 
thereafter every first Thursday of the month. 
Contacts: Anne, Tel: 732071 and Peggy, Tel: 734888  
 
Maryculter Senior Citizens Association 
This long established charity provides a Christmas 
Lunch for eligible folk living within the parish of 
Maryculter.  Please contact one of the committee below 
if you know of any single or widowed ladies aged 60 or 
over, and married couples where the man is at least 65, 
who may not be known to us.  We can then invite them 
to join our highly enjoyable annual event. 
Fiona        Tel: 733324,    Geordie   Tel: 734469 
Richard    Tel: 867580     Caroline  Tel: 734093 
 
Cookney Bowling Club 
The club restarts after the summer break on 
September 25, and meets in Cookney Hall twice a 
week at 7.30pm to enjoy games of carpet bowls. 
Monday is competition evening while Thursday is a ‘hat 
night’.   New members are always welcome 
President: Arthur Durward  Tel: 01569 730164 
 
Kupso Martial Arts 
Classes for primary-age children are held from 4.30-
5.30pm on Wednesdays in Lairhillock School.  
£3.75 per session but one trial lesson free. 
Emma Lester-Smith, Tel: 0776 125 7965 
www.kupso.com 

Dog Clubs 
 
 
Ardoe Hall is up for sale, but until 
then two clubs continue to meet there 
at 7.30pm. 
Tuesday The Bon Accord Kennel Club 
  Tel: Susan Stewart, 01330 860569 
Thursday Training for Showing Group 
  Tel: Betty Munro, 632856 
 
There is also a Dog Training School in Cookney Hall on 
Wednesday evenings  Tel: Yvonne Reid,   865249 
 
 
Glendale Football Club 

 
A disappointing end to our 
season saw us lose two 
quarterfinals in consecutive 
weeks, and after not gaining 
enough points to secure our 
tenure in Division 1 East, the 
inevitable dreaded word of 
‘relegation’ ended up staring 
us in the face. 

 
However, after a restructuring exercise within both the 
management and coaching staff, we now look forward 
with added zeal and confidence in Division 2 East.  
Four new young players, all from the local area, have 
been added to the squad.  Our league campaign has 
started favourably with two games each week played 
since the beginning of August. 
 
Training is still on a Wednesday evening at Blairs 
football pitch, with home games continuing at Corbie 
Park, Maryculter each Saturday. 
Jim Grant  Tel: 867512 
 
 
Brig O’Dee and Frigate Football Clubs 
The teams play at Corbie Park on alternate Sundays.  
 
Lethen Archers 
 
This archery club holds sessions 
in Portlethen Academy every 
Wednesday between 8 – 9.30pm 
and on Saturdays from 2 – 5pm.  
All equipment is provided and at 
least one National Archery 
Association coach is in 
attendance.  Children aged 8 and over can join, but must 
be accompanied by an adult.        
Secretary, Bill Gilchrist  Tel: 782144 
www.lethenarchers.co.uk 
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          LEISURE ACTIVITIES 
 
 
Aberdeen Aeromodellers Club 
 
The club owns a 6.5 acre grass flying field at Hare 
Moss, Banchory-Devenick and is permitted to fly from 
9am to 7pm on weekdays, and 10am to 7pm at 
weekends. The midweek fliers get together on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings. 
Visitors are always welcome, but please contact a 
member on arrival and ask for an explanation of site 
safety procedures. 
Contact: E-mail: information@aamfc.co.uk 
Website best accessed by Googling: Aberdeen 
Aeromodellers Club 
 
Drum Castle 
Our nearest National Trust castle. The grounds and 
woodland walks are open all year from 9.30am until 
sunset.  The castle and garden are open between 
12.30pm and 5pm until the end of October, and hardy 
plants and bulbs will be on sale. 
A number of events are planned including: 
Sept. 28      Mushroom walk and talk with soup lunch 
Oct. 4/5      Wildwatch weekend, children’s activities 
        25       Halloween in the Tower, children's evenings 
Dec. 13/14 Holly Festival from 11am to 4pm with a  
         Christmas market, holly wreath making and  
         seasonal celebrations. 
Phone ahead to book for September 28 and October 25 
Tel: 01330 811204             www.nts.org.uk 
 
 
Storybook Glen 
 
With over 100 nursery rhyme and fairytale characters in 
28 acres of rolling parkland, self-service restaurant, 
garden centre and gift shop, this is an interesting and 
attractive venue for a  family outing.   
Opening times are from 10am to 6pm daily with season 
tickets available. 
Tel: 732941     www.storybookglenaberdeen.co.uk  
 
 
Do You Enjoy Reading? 
 
We are a small reading circle looking for new members. 
We meet every six to eight weeks in each other’s 
homes, and will re-start soon after a summer break.  
Books are chosen from a list provided by Aberdeenshire 
Council’s Library service. 
   If you are interested please contact Muriel  
   Tel:  01569 730302 or Sheila Tel: 01569 731608 
 
 
 
 

         Blairs Museum  

What’s new 
We now have a recently commissioned short film about 
‘Life at Blairs’ and a copy of the Death Warrant of 
Mary Queen of Scots. 
 
North East Open Studios Exhibition   Sept. 13-22 
You are invited to the first joint exhibition of work from 
five of the top jewellers and silversmiths in the North 
East: Alan Baillie, Lava Jewellery Design, Charles M. 
Smith, Just Gems and Catherine Caseau of Gaelo.   
Admission is free although donations are welcomed. 
Showing on the following dates:   
Saturday 13 and 20   10am-5pm  
Sunday 14 and 21   noon -5pm 
Thursday 18   6pm - 8pm 
Friday 19   noon -8pm 

 
Drop-in & Draw: Big Draw 2008 
Saturday October 4,  10am-4.30pm, free entry, all ages 
welcome! Join local artists and take part in a variety of 
fun drawing activities inspired by our collections. 
Doodle on the doodle run, dress up and draw or try your 
hand at quirky portraits with the help of a caricaturist! 
www.thebigdraw.org.uk 
 
Concerts  
Thursday October 9, 7.30pm. Join us for an evening of 
musical entertainment provided by Aberdeen City Brass 
Band and local youth choirs.Tickets £7, concessions £5. 
 
Sunday December 7 at 2.30pm    Christmas concert  
 
Further information and  booking, Tel:  863767. 
Blairs Museum, South Deeside Road, Blairs, Aberdeen, 

AB12 5YQ 
Curator: Mandy Murray, Tel: 863767 
Email: manager@blairsmuseum.com 

Website: www.blairsmuseum.com 

 
 
 
 
Proper Clobber sell ethically manufactured clothing for 
infants, kids, early teens and adults, introducing designs and 
labels not seen before in the North East of Scotland. 
 
The 2008 Autumn/Winter daywear is fun, modern and here. 
        Glow in the Dark Rainwear & PJ’s  
        Fair Trade & Organic Tee’s, Bamboo Denims 
        Exclusive Knitwear made in the U.K.    
        Equestrian clothing SALE from age 6 to XXL  

     (available while stock lasts) 
 
Look out for 3 for 2 offers available on selected lines 
throughout October and November.  Appointments and 
bookings can be made for parties, private viewings (personal 
shopper) and fund raising events (toddler groups, school and 
local fairs).  
For further information please call Morag Carmichael on 
01569-731333 or E-mail: enquiries@properclobber.com 
Proper Clobber Ltd., Cookney Lodge, Netherley, Stonehaven, 
AB39 3SA 

Proper Clobber 
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How many rural communities can boast a Site of 
Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) in their midst?  
Officially designated in January 1986, the Red Moss of 
Netherley is precisely that.  One of the largest lowland 
raised bog sites in North-East Scotland, it is of ‘special 
interest’ as one of the best remaining examples of the 
once numerous raised bogs in the Aberdeen area. 
 
SSSIs are priority areas for conservation and represent 
the best of Scotland’s natural heritage.  They are 
‘special’ for their plants, animals or habitats, their 
rocks or landforms, or a combination of such natural 
features.  Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) is the body 
responsible for designating SSSIs using a process set 
out in law.  It also ensures that land managers and 
planning authorities are aware of the existence of 
SSSIs when considering changes in land use or other 
activities, which might affect them.  More recently the 
Red Moss has gained designation as a Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC) under the European Commission 
(EC) Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats 
and of Wild Flora and Fauna. 
 
Located in the north-western edge of Netherley in the 
triangle between the Lairhillock Inn, lower Cookney 
and the B979 road, and covering an area of 92.52 
hectares ( 232 acres), the Red Moss supports a diverse 
range of largely undisturbed habitat and vegetation 
dominated by heather, cotton grass, peat mosses, 
brown birch and grey willow.  It also has a good 
number of breeding wildfowl and waders and a large 
number of birds have been recorded. 
 
But while its conservation status is assured, it’s the 
previous life of the moss that is perhaps the most 
fascinating.  The old peat roads and cut-over surfaces 
give us clues as to earlier activities but its peaceful 
setting belies a lively past. 
 
In the early part of the 20th century, the moss formed 
part of the Netherley Estate and the Laird – Captain H. 
O. Ritchie – presided over a thriving and vital peat-
cutting industry. 
 
77-year-old George Angus has farmed in the area for 
63 years and recalls a time when “the moss” was a 
hive of industry. He says: “Most people I know went 
to the moss to cut peats.  My grandfather had a small 
farm that used to be the Netherley Post Office.  They 
cut peat in the summertime and took them by horse 
and cart down to the Glenury Distillery in Stonehaven 
and also to the fish curers in Aberdeen.  All the small 
farms supplemented their income with peats.  
Everyone was allowed to cut peats on the estate, no-
one was refused.  In those days, people all wore light- 
 
 

 
coloured shirts and you could pick them out thick in the 
moss, working in the peats.  It was just an industry.” 
 
He goes on to explain: “There were two types of peat; a 
hard black peat which they supplied to the distillery and 
what we called a “foggie” peat which was used by the 
fish curers to smoke with.  The hard peat was also 
widely used domestically for heating fuel.” 
 
He remembers taking peat down to Glenury Distillery in 
the 1930s when he was a boy.  “I don’t think there was 
any obligation to supply the distillery, but the laird was a 
descendant of Dunottar House and they owned the 
Distillery so there may have been a tie-in there.  I don’t 
know what the payment was but I remember going down 
to the Distillery with this horse and box cart and we went 
round to the chute where the animal feed was kept, the 
chute was opened and the cart filled.  I wouldn’t like to 
say whether that was payment or not!” 
 
The actual process of cutting (or ‘casting’) peat is one he 
remembers well, if only for the presence of midgies!  He 
says: “I didn’t mind it, the only thing I detested was the 
midgies.  There was a lot of stagnant water in the 
summertime when you were casting the peats, and if you 
were spreading them for drying they would just come 
flocking up in your face.” 
 
The peats would be cut by hand along banks and put 
onto a flat barrow, which was either up on the peat bank, 
or down below.  A barrow was counted as 18 cut peats 
and was extremely heavy.  It was tipped over so it was 
lying on a slope and the peats were laid in rows until 
they were half-dried; a process called ‘spreading’. After 
that the peats were ‘set’, which involved stacking them 
up on their ends with a couple on top, to allow them to 
dry completely. 
 
He recalls: “There was a moss grieve who policed 
everything that went on, a cousin of my father’s did it 
latterly.  You either took a lair or, more commonly, a 
half lair which was about 50 score of peats.  A score was 
20 barrows of 18 peats dried so 50 score was 18,000 
peats.  Payment was 15 shillings for a half lair and 30 
bob for a whole one. It wasn’t a lot of money for 18,000 
peats!” 
 
The death of the laird in the early 1950s signalled the 
end of the commercial peat industry.  Netherley House 
was sold to Sir Andrew Lewis, a shipbuilder in 
Aberdeen, which he subsequently turned into a hotel.  
He also bought part of the moss and surrounding 
woodlands which he used for duck shooting.  In 1954 the 
estate itself was sold off in lots to sitting tenants and on 
the open market. 
 

       The Red Moss of Netherley 
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The Red Moss also saw some action during World War 
II.  George remembers: “The Germans mistook it for the 
Red Moss at Portlethen.  There used to be high pylons 
or radio masts down there, for boats at sea.  They 
dropped a stick of bombs right across the moss.  I 
remember going down there next day and here’s this 
great big hole just behind where we were casting peats.  
It was unbelievable.” 
 
Currently the Red Moss has several owners but much of 
the designated SSSI is owned by Scottish Wildlife Trust 
(SWT) and managed as an SWT Nature Reserve.  There 
remains a substantial area of deep peat that is still 
dependent entirely upon rainfall for its nutrient and 
water supply (ombrotrophic), and this supports a 
diversity of bog species and communities.  It is hoped 
that ongoing management of the site will encourage the 
active growth of the peat bog and peat-building plants 
such as sphagnum moss.  If successful, the Red Moss 
will have come full circle. 
 
 
North East Open Studios  (NEOS) 
 
This annual event from September 13 – 22 showcases 
the wealth of artistic talent in the northeast, ranging 
from nationally acclaimed galleries to small scale craft 
makers.  There will be several local exhibitions, 
including five jewellery makers and silversmiths at 
Blairs Museum (see page 7).  Others are: 
 
Banchory-Devenick Church  
Martha-Elizabeth Ferguson and Shuna Begg: Paintings, 
book illustration and mixed media illuminations. 
Saturday 13 – Monday 22 September from noon to 4pm. 
Tea and cakes will be supplied by the Guild and the 
church renovation plans will be on show. 
On Sunday Sept 21, Helen Clark will give an organ 
recital in the church. 
 
Wedderhill Farm and Studio, Blairs 
Catherine Imhof-Cardinal:    Figurative and semi-
abstract colourist oil paintings 
September 13, 14, 20 and 21 from 2-6pm;  
Wed. 17, 2-5pm; 18 and 19, 2-8pm 
 
Upper Brandmyres, Banchory-Devenick  
Marie Nordgren:      Scandinavian style pottery 
September 13,14,17,19,20 and 21 from noon – 4pm 
 
The Workshop, Kingcausie, Maryculter  
Hazel Irvine-Fortescue’s basket work plus ceramics, 
photography and painting 
September 13,15,16,17 and 20 from 11am-4pm; 
Thurs.18 from 4-8pm,  
 
         www.northeastopenstudios.co.uk 

 
       HOME DELIVERIES 
 
Milk and local papers  
orange juice, eggs, potatoes and more….. 
 Alan Masson      Tel: 07770 332969 
    hillies@fsmail.net 
 
Fruit and Vegetables 
The organic farm shop at Lorienen, Bridge of Muchalls 
is open on Wednesdays from 12.30 to 6pm and on 
Saturdays from 9.30 to 5pm 
Paul van Midden   Tel /Fax: 01569 731746 / 739137 
 
Neil Gammie, Fernieflatt Farm, Kinneff delivers 
vegetables, eggs (and fruit in season) on Tuesdays and 
Fridays.  Orders must be in the day before delivery. 
  Tel: 01569 750374 or 07790 558880 
  E-mail: fernieflat@amserve.com 
 
Fish 
George Fairweather delivers west of the B979 road on 
Thursday mornings and east of the road on Friday 
mornings.  
 

 
Maryculter House Hotel 

Priory Restaurant 
 

Quality 6 Course Dinner Menu 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday  £32.50pp 

Sample Menu 
 

Smoked Haddock Souffle “Twice Baked” 
Pan Fried Breast of Pigeon 

*** 
Potato or Watercress Soup 

*** 
A Refreshing Water Ice 

*** 
Prime Fillet of Scottish Beef 

Seared King Scallops 
*** 

Hot Chocolate Fondant 
Passion Fruit Delice 

*** 
A Trio of Scottish Cheese 

*** 
Freshly Brewed Coffee 

 
 

To make a reservation telephone 732124 
           South Deeside Road, Maryculter 

The Red Moss of Netherley cont. 
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Interim Moderator  
   Rev. Donald Walker    Tel: 01330 822811 
 
Church Office: Tel: 735983  
    E-mail:- thechurchoffice@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Morning Services at 10.30am  
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at Maryculter-
Cookney Church and 2nd and 4th Sundays at Banchory- 
Devenick Church.     This arrangement has proved 
successful but will be reviewed after the Communion 
Services. 
Evening Services have been discontinued until 
further notice. 
 
Sunday School welcomes children aged 3 and over.   
They attend the church service for around 20 minutes 
then go out to Sunday School for the rest of the hour. 
B-D contact, Jane Ah-See        Tel: 863301 
M-C contact Helen Anderson  Tel: 780352 
      
Communion Services  
October 26     Banchory-Devenick Church at 10.30am 
November 2   Maryculter –Cookney Church at 10.30am     
 
Remembrance Day Service  
November 9  Banchory Devenick Church at 10.30am 
[Short services at   Maryculter Memorial and Cookney 
Memorial to be confirmed] 
                                                              
Christmas Services  
Watchnight Service 24th December in Maryculter-  
Cookney Church 11.15pm. 
Christmas Day Service at 10.30am in Banchory- 
Devenick Church [to be confirmed]  
 
The following Groups meet regularly in Maryculter-
Cookney Church Hall, and more information can be 
obtained from any of the office bearers:  
Bible Study and Prayer Group     
      Wednesday from 7.30-9.30pm in the Happy Lounge 
 
Youth Café for Pr.7 to S.6           
      Thursday 7.00pm-9.00pm  
 
Christianity Explored  
      Begins on Tuesday 23rd September at 7.30pm in the       
      Happy Lounge. 
 Contact Mrs. Joan Thorne Tel: 783834  
 
House Groups meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each  
month from 7.30pm-9.30pm in congregational houses in 
a spirit of fellowship to look at the Gospel of Mark 
together.    New members welcome.   
Contact Joan Thorne    Tel:783834 for the B-D Group 
or Joyce Mackintosh    Tel: 733495 for the MC Group 

 
 
 
 
 

The Guild meets on the first Monday of the month at 
7.30pm from September to November and February to May.    
New members always welcome to come along and hear 
interesting speakers, enjoy fellowship and a cup of tea.  
A Coffee Morning  with Christmas Sales Table will be 
held on Saturday December 6th from 10-11.30am in 
Maryculter Church Hall.  
Further details from Sheila Bissett, Tel: 01569 731708  
 
Maryculter Kirk Hall and its extensions are available for 
hire to local groups for only £5 an hour.  The Church and 
Community Office is now open with internet and copying 
facilities.  Office hours are 9am to 12 noon - Monday to 
Friday.   
 
The half acre Glebe Field is being used by the church 
community and uniformed organisations. If anyone wishes to 
hire the field, please contact the church office or  
Anne Massie, Tel: 732071 
 
Projects 
The car park, paths and new cemetery at Banchory-Devenick 
Church are still at the planning stage.  After the closure of 
Ardoe Hall, it is intended to alter Banchory-Devenick Church 
to provide new hall facilities, and plans have been drawn up.  
Renewal of some of the pews in Maryculter-Cookney Church 
is still planned, and it is hoped that all of these projects  
progres slowly but surely. 
 
As you know our minister Bruce Gardner has moved to the 
Borders.  He would like to thank the community for making 
him and his wife Christine feel so welcome in the parish over 
the past 6 years.  Bruce particularly enjoyed his visits to the 
schools in the parish and will miss the children and teachers. 
 
 Bruce and Christine Gardner were honoured at a 
congregational farewell social on Thursday, August 21 at the 
home of Mr and Mrs Clark of Shannaburn, Blairs. Bruce 
praised God for real progress over six years, including 
solvency, an increased contribution to good causes, new 
building, bible studies and prayer meetings, Youth Cafe and a 
Glebe field which had become a useful resource for church 
and parish activities, including the uniformed organisations.  
 
He thanked the Session and Board, and many members and 
adherents, for their support, also expressing the hope that the 
congregation's momentum would not only be maintained in 
the future, but increased. A building project at Banchory- 
Devenick Church was planned to replace Ardoe Hall and give 
modern facilities that could be a bridge between church and 
community, a concept pioneered by the Office at Maryculter. 
 
Mr Gardner was inducted to his new charge of Channelkirk 
and Lauder, Berwickshire at Lauder Old Parish Church on 
August 28th. His choice of a final hymn was "I, the Lord of 
Sea and Sky", one of his favourites. 
 
Keep up to date with church news on our website 
www.bdmc-parish.org.uk and by reading Church Corner 
in the Deeside Piper and Mearns Leader. 
 

      Banchory-Devenick & Maryculter-Cookney        
Parish Church 
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ST TERNAN’S SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
MUCHALLS 

 
St. Ternan’s is the northern-most Scottish Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese of Brechin.  We are part of the 
world-wide Anglican Communion.  The church is 
located in the North Kincardine Community Council 
area and is to be found to the west of the A90 about a 
mile from Muchalls village on the Causey Mounth, 
where the road branches off to Cookney and Netherley.  
St. Ternan’s congregation has worshipped in this area of 
North Kincardine for over 300 years as Episcopalians, 
first at Muchalls Castle then moving down to the 
present site where building started in 1830.   
 
St. Ternan’s continues to operate with a Ministry Team 
under the direction of Rev. Michael Sabell as Priest in 
Charge.  The Ministry Team are as follows; 
 Rev. Michael Sabell 01569 730625 
  Prof. John Usher  01569 731608             
 Eric Hargreaves  01569 730302 
 George Masson  01224 733583 
  
The church is open every day from 10am until 3pm.  
You are welcome to join us in worship at the 10.30am 
Family Eucharist on Sundays.   Weekly services are 
held on major Saint Days and are advertised on the 
church Notice boards and in the magazine. 
 
Our annual Garden Fete was held on  June 16 and 
unfortunately the weather was not very kind to us, with 
a mixture of rain and hail showers and pretty cold.   
However we all put on a big smile and with the ladies 
wearing long skirts, aprons and bonnets and the men 
with their nicky tams, waistcoats and flat caps the fete 
again was very successful.  £1468 was raised for Church 
Funds.  Two weeks later we managed to raise another 
£230 at the Skateraw Fair selling our leftover plants and 
bric-a-brac.  We also manned a home-baking stall at the 
Muchalls Gala on August 16. 
 
We will be welcoming visitors from Wales and Norway 
over the weekend of September 6/7 to share our 
thoughts and experiences on Local Collaborative 
Ministry.  We will be joining with St. Ternan’s, 
Banchory and their visitors for a Ceilidh at Crathes Hall 
on the evening of the 6th. 
 
Please contact any of the above Ministry team for help 
or information on marriages, baptisms, funerals, 
pastoral visiting etc.     Keep up to date with church 
news by reading Church corner in the Mearns Leader. 

Future events – 
October 11 Harvest supper in Muchalls Village Hall 
December 6 Christmas Party in Muchalls Village Hall 
December Community Carol Singing in Muchalls 
                    Village Hall 
Further details on any of the above events can be 
obtained from Mrs. Sue Selway  Tel:  01569 730972  
or any member of the Ministry Team. 
          
 
  St Mary’s Chapel, Blairs 
 
Mass is held every Sunday morning at 9am to which all 
are invited. 
 
 Father George Hutcheon  Tel: 876704 
 Deacon Peter Macdonald Tel: 780351 
  

 
        
 

 

 

  
  Kincardine and Deeside Befriending 
 
Can you spare some time to help others? 
Our volunteer befrienders are paired with older 
people who live independently or with little 
support.  You could visit socially or perhaps 
take them out shopping or for a run in the car.  
This may be just an hour or two each week or 
whatever suits you.  We provide training, 
expenses and support and welcome folk who 
would like to discuss the possibility of assisting 
 
K and D Befriending, 42 Barclay St. Stonehaven 
                   Tel: 01569 765714 
      E-mail: befriending@hotmail.com 

 
 

10am to 6pm 
                                  

Garden equipment 
Good quality hardy plants 
Childrens’ toys and gifts 

Pet food 
Large selection of cards and candles 

Large free car park 
 

No entry charge for visiting the Garden Centre 
         or restaurant 

         
          Tel: 01224 732941 
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Grampian Police 
  
As ever, road casualty reduction remains a high priority 
for Grampian Police, with a continuing commitment to 
improve road safety, reduce casualties and detect 
offenders.  Over the coming autumn and winter months, 
and in conjunction with the other Scottish Police Forces, 
Grampian Police will run a number of road safety 
initiatives focusing on country roads throughout the 
Force area.  The purpose of these Weekends of Action is 
to address road safety by dealing with the main collision 
factors, namely inappropriate or excessive speed, drink/
drug driving, failure to wear seatbelts and, in particular, 
using a mobile phone whilst driving.   
 
Research indicates that driving whilst using a hand held 
mobile phone increases your risk of collision by up to 
four times, and such behaviour is becoming a national 
concern.  It is the aim of Grampian Police to increase the 
public's awareness of these dangers, through education 
and enforcement, which will undoubtedly improve road 
safety. 
 
 In recent months, motoring offences detected in the 
North Kincardine area include three young males 
reported for careless driving, one 25 year old male 
reported for dangerous driving, driving under the 
influence and defective tyres, and another driver 
reported for defective brakes. 
 
Encouragingly, there have been no fatal road accidents 
in the area over the past six months.  However, there 
have recently been two serious accidents on the B979 
Netherley Road at Maryculter, as well as a handful of 
‘bumps’ on both the B979 and the B9077 South 
Deeside Road.  
 

 
Motorists are encouraged to drive in accordance with 
the prevailing road and traffic conditions and regularly 
check their vehicle lights, tyres and coolant/screen-wash 
levels, especially as the colder weather of the winter 
months once more approaches. 
 
Recently, there has been a spate of metal thefts in the 
North Kincardine area.  This is due in part to the 
increase in the value of scrap metal.  Following the 
high-value theft of lead from the roof of a house in 
Maryculter, two males have been detected for the crime 
and have been locked up.  Two other offences detected, 
both in Maryculter, have been one male reported to the 
Procurator Fiscal for a Breach of the Peace, and another 
male caught in possession of cannabis.  
 
Unfortunately, there remain undetected a number of 
thefts of metal, mostly from properties in Banchory-
Devenick and Maryculter.  There were also two 
housebreakings to commercial premises in Blairs and 
Banchory-Devenick, the attempted theft of a car in 
Maryculter, and a vandalism in Banchory-Devenick, all 
of which have remained undetected.   
 
Grampian Police is committed to working hard to 
ensure that the quality of life of the residents in this beat 
area is not reduced by anti-social behaviour and crime.  
The staff at Portlethen Police Office would like to thank 
you for your continuing assistance and help in keeping 
our communities safe.   
  
Kirsty Lawie, Constable G0396 
Portlethen Police Office 
 
     

   
NORTH  BURNSIDE KENNELS 

     AND CATTERY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

where part of your family  
becomes part of ours” 

 
          Tel 01224  733474 

Netherley Road, Burnside, Maryculter 
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Maryculter Driving for the Disabled 

 
The driving season will end as usual in late September after 
another enjoyable season between driving at Home Farm, 
Templars Park and Maryculter Woods.  The weather has been 
pretty awful this year though it hasn’t dampened the spirits of 
the group.  It is unfortunate that we have to cancel when it 
rains, but the disabled are a vulnerable group and they cannot 
stand rain or cold.  The numbers coming along on a 
Wednesday has increased to an average of fourteen, a large 
increase on previous years. When you include carers, helpers, 
tea ladies, and AB Whips, there are usually about forty people 
at Home Farm on a Wednesday afternoon all enjoying 
themselves and interacting with the disabled.  
 
I have to give a big thank you to all those who give of their 
time and talents on a Wednesday to bring so much pleasure to 
people who have been disadvantaged in life.  Three of the 
helpers are now being trained as AB Whips, a highly 
commendable commitment.  AB Whips are the instructors 
who show the disabled drivers how to drive the horse or pony, 
and without them we wouldn’t be able to function.  Xantha 
and Corbie, the pony and horse who so willingly pull the 
carriages, have done sterling work through the summer.  Extra 
carrots again for them this winter! 
 
On July 30 the entire Group went on an outing to Strathorn 
Farm for the Garioch Driving for the Disabled Competition 
and treasure hunt.  It was a lovely day and all of the disabled 
drivers received rosettes with special ones for Bruce Stewart 
and John Turner who did well in the cones competition.  The 
Garioch Group will be joining us for our end of season 
barbecue and fun competition on September 24 where 
everyone is a winner!  
 
The Group is holding a fundraising day at the Plainstones, 
Stonehaven on September 6. Anyone who would like to 
donate home baking or prizes for the tombola stall will be 
welcomed with open arms.  Our Annual General Meeting and 
Christmas Meal will be held at the beginning of December, 
date and venue still to be finalised  
 
We are always looking for helpers to join us to walk out with 
the disabled when they are driving the carriages.  You don’t 
need horse experience but you do need to be able to blether 
(there are more than a few of us about). Training days are held 
at the start of each season to explain about how the Group 
operates. Please contact us and you will receive a warm 
welcome. 
   George Masson        (Chairman) Tel: 733583 
   Caroline McTaggart (Secretary)  Tel: 734093 
                    www.maryculterrda.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 

            

MARYCULTER CARRIAGE 
  DRIVING CENTRE 

 
 Learn the art and tradition of carriage driving 

 Arrive in a horse-drawn carriage for your wedding 
 Enjoy a farm tour and riverside drive 
 Visit our unique carriage collection 
 Bring disabled friends for a drive 

 Let us take you for a drive to mark a special 
occasion 

 
   We can do all this and much more with our  

   experienced horses and ponies. 
   We also have a self-contained flat overlooking the  

  River Dee - ideal for business visits or short 
breaks. 

 
Jane and Ewan MacInnes, Home Farm, Maryculter 

Tel: 01224 732710 and 07889 340362 
Email:  homefarmmcdc@lineone.net 

www.marycultercarriages.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Attractive country site 
 
• Luxury pine lodges and caravans for hire 
 
• Tourers and tents welcome 
 
• Shop, laundry, children’s play area 
 
• TV / games room on site 
 
• Hotel and restaurant adjacent 
 
• Fishing available 
 
       Tel: 01224 733860        
           Maryculter, Aberdeen AB12 5FX 
      www.holiday-parks.co.uk 
      E-mail: deeside@holiday-parks.co.uk 
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     REPRESENTATION 
 
 Sir Robert Smith MP 
 
As I write this article, the British Team has just 
returned from a victorious time at the Olympics.   
The quality of the competition and the many 
successes by the team has certainly provided some 
uplifting news. 
 
Part of the Olympic spirit is about taking part and 
bringing people together from across the globe and 
from a range of sports.   Nevertheless, the success 
in the medal table has prompted much more news 
coverage at home.   Now the UK is well placed, 
the news certainly features the medal table far 
more frequently than it did in past Olympics. 
 
This must be a golden opportunity for all sports to 
look at attracting new participants.   If the money 
going into the London Olympics is to achieve its 
full benefit we need to ensure support at the grass 
roots is available for those motivated to get 
involved.   Clearly, the support available to our 
medal hopefuls has been beneficial, but the next 
pool of medal hopefuls need to encouraged if we 
are to build on the good news. 
 
Of course, such a massive operation as the 
Olympics does not come about without an army of 
volunteers making it all possible.   It is also 
important that the London organisers engage with 
the whole country  when looking to recruit the help 
they need in 2012.  It is another way to participate 
in what will be a unique opportunity for a 
generation. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Congratulations to rower  

Katherine Grainger  
and her three team-mates on their recent 

silver medal success at the Beijing 
Olympics. 

 
Katherine’s family lived in Maryculter 

until recently. 
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REPRESENTATION 

Councillor Ian Mollison 
 
Being a councillor is a privilege and a frustration.  The 
privilege is being able to have some influence … the 
frustration is having less than I expected! 
 
Let’s take one example.  Three families in the North 
Kincardine ward have approached me about problems 
with tall trees on neighbouring properties.  The trees 
keep out light, falling leaves can block gutters, and 
there’s a niggling concern about the impact of high 
winds.  Well Mr Councillor, can you help? 
 
Unfortunately, no.  Tall trees and hedges are the cause 
of many disputes between neighbours, and as yet there 
is nothing in Scots law to help.  In England the UK 
Government recently made changes to the law to oblige 
councils to intervene, but there is nothing similar here.  
Council officials tell me these are civil matters between 
the owners of the two properties … unless any council-
owned land is involved.  
 
Branches overhanging property can be cut back so long 
as the cuttings are given back to the owner.  If the trees 
are leaning at various angles towards your property with 
the potential to fall then the council may have a role.  In 
one of my cases the owner agreed to make the trees 
safe.  Of course if the trees do not cross the boundary 
line, then you may not cut them back without 
permission. 
 
I have also been in touch with our local MSP.  Mike 
Rumbles says that Scottish Government officials are 
investigating options – including legislation – to provide 
a means of last resort for resolving such disputes.  A 
review will report to Parliament in 2009. While it may 
take some time for any legislation to enacted, this is 
good news. 
 
 
 
Each of the four councillors for the North Kincardine 
Ward  were invited to contribute up to 250 words. 
 

Councillor  Carl Nelson 
 
Despite what many people think, Aberdeenshire is one 
of the best places to live in Scotland.  People are 
attracted here to live, work and bring up their family.  
This creates many problems for the council, not least in 
maintaining services, but also providing good quality 
housing.  Currently there are 7,000 people on the 
waiting list for a house in Aberdeenshire.  Many have 
been waiting for years with the likelihood of waiting 
many more before they get one. 
 
However, when Aberdeenshire Council grants planning 
permission for large scale housing developments,  
agreement is reached with the developer to provide a 
certain number of affordable houses for rent.  That 
situation has now taken a turn for the worse.  In the 
current economic climate major house builders are 
shedding staff.  Who knows when it will improve! 
 
Still, all is not doom and gloom!  A number of actions 
have been taken to improve the situation.  Firstly the 
Scottish Government has decided that local authorities 
can once again build council houses.  Secondly, in many 
areas throughout Aberdeenshire there will be a 
restriction on people purchasing their council home.  In 
time this should free up more houses for re-let.  Finally, 
tenants living in houses too large for their needs are 
being given financial incentives to relocate to smaller 
ones, thus releasing their homes for larger families.  All 
these initiatives should improve the situation. 
 
Perhaps the best piece of news comes from the Scottish 
Government’s investment programme for affordable 
housing.  In the allocation of funds for 2008/9 
Aberdeenshire Council is the only one in Scotland to 
receive an increase—from £16,508m to £19,637m, 
probably because we have a good record of delivery of 
affordable housing.  Whatever the reason we must grasp 
this opportunity to reduce the waiting list and give 
people hope that they can expect a house within a 
reasonable timescale.  It is encouraging to know that 
positive, practical steps are being taken now to provide 
more affordable homes in future. 
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Our Community Council, NKRCC, relies on people in 
the local community to become involved in its 
activities. We are very fortunate that there have been a 
number of residents who have served as Community 
Councillors over several years. After the Annual 
General Meeting in June, however, we now find 
ourselves with two vacancies for Maryculter so we 
would be very pleased to hear from anyone in the 
Maryculter area who would like to join us. This does 
not need to be a very onerous task as we only have one 
meeting each month which generally lasts for no more 
two hours.  If you are not sure this is for you, please 
come along to one of our meetings – members of the 
public are always welcome.  
 
In addition to the planning issues which follow, we 
continue to actively lobby on a number of other issues 
affecting our community including improved 
maintenance of local roads, provision of seat belts on 
school buses and more visible policing, especially of 
vehicles passing through our area.   Please let us know if 
there are other issues you wish us to get involved with. 
 
Further information on our activities can be found on 
our website www.nkrcc.org uk, on notice-boards at 
various locations throughout our area or by contacting 
any of the existing Community Councillors. I look 
forward to seeing you at one of our monthly meetings! 
Mike Birch, Chair - NKRCC Tel: 869660 
 
Community Council meetings are held in Maryculter 
Community Hall at 7.30pm on the third Monday of 
each month, except July. All residents are welcome to 
attend and participate in discussion. 
 
 
       Planning matters                               
 
Old soldiers, they say, never die but merely fade away.   
Well, NKRCC’s old soldier (in planning terms), refuses 
to do even that  -  he hangs grimly on.   I refer, of 
course, to the application for a gigantic new settlement 
at Blairs which has been with us, in one form or 
another, since 1999.   The present application has been 
approved, in outline only, by the Kincardine Committee, 
Infrastructure Services Committee, by Full Council and 
then, once conditions were listed, by Kincardine again.   
It now rests with Scottish Ministers (as being... ‘of 
regional significance..’) to decide.   Probably as a result 
of much lobbying by various groups and individuals,  
the conditions attached to the grant of permission, do 
help to mollify those, including NKRCC, who have  

 
opposed the project.  Strict conditions about the 
staggering of house-building linked to construction of 
roads, and to the handing-over of money by the Muir 
Group for improvements in infrastructure are in place.   
Similarly, only specified numbers of houses can be built 
before there is a contract in place for development of the 
hotel.   Should the development get the nod of approval, 
which now seems very likely, it only remains to ensure 
that such conditions are adhered to.   However, the 
national roads authority still have reservations about the 
effects of the extra traffic from the scheme and, once the 
detail is worked up into a FULL planning application, 
the roads people may still have the last word. 
 
New Structure Plan (SP) 
It was only two years ago that the new Local Plan was 
finally adopted and here we are in the throes of 
consultation on the new SP.   This will be quite different 
from SPs that have gone before, being a very ‘broad 
brush’ strategic guidance document, rather than specific 
in defining policy, (that being left to the Local Plans).   
The major differences, however, are that it is intended 
to cover the whole period to 2030 and that the scale of 
housing development will be greatly in excess of 
anything that we have seen until now.   Briefly, the City 
is scheduled to build 36,000 houses, of which 19,000 
will be on greenfield sites – which will inevitably mean 
big developments in the present Green Belt.   The Shire 
is also scheduled for 36,000 houses and, in turn, that 
almost inevitably means that at least one block of that 
number will be in the form of a ‘New Town’.   To the 
North, or South of the city - who knows?  Shall we see 
the ghosts of Crynoch Basin or Banchory-Devenick 
settlements rear their heads again?   Or will it be 
Westhill Mk II  or Potterton Mk1?   One thing which 
does seem fairly certain is that 5,000 or so extra houses 
will be in and around Portlethen, (as in the last ‘View’).   
Comments on the new Structure Plan have to be 
submitted by Sept 12, although I suspect that 
submissions a few days late would be favourably 
received.   We live in interesting times – or as someone 
said to me when I explained all this to him..... ‘It’s a 
mad world, my masters..’ 
AWPR 
The Public Inquiry into the proposed route will start on 
Sept 9th and NKRCC will make a brief presentation to 
highlight some of the reservations of the Community 
Council (CC) and many residents.   The Reporter has 
been instructed that the cost (of the AWPR) is not a 
consideration and that he is not to hear any evidence on 
the need for it  -  two of the key things which many 
people would surely want to query.   Evidence will be 
heard only on  ‘technical and environmental..’ aspects  
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of  the road.   The Inquiry is scheduled to last 11 weeks 
– at present ! - and will be in the Treetops Hotel, 
Tuesday to Friday only, between 9.30 and 4.30.   Other 
CCs will be presenting evidence as will the Sluie Estate 
Trust,  Kippie, Woodland Trust, Camphill, a dozen or 
more individuals and of course Road Sense, which will 
be the main focus of opposition and which will 
doubtless have something to say elsewhere in the 
‘View’ - see next page.   Those who wish to read any of 
the evidence, (‘precognitions’ in the jargon), either for 
or against, will find it on www.awpr-pli.org.   Click 
‘Document Library’ then ‘Precognitions’.   Be warned 
however; take a cup of coffee and a snack with you, 
there’s a lot of it there  ! 
 
Wind Turbines – Meikle Carewe 
This application, submitted at the end of 2006, is still in 
the pipeline.  As you may recall, it is very largely the 
same as the previous one – 12 turbines, 220ft high, 
producing at best 3 megawatts of heavily-subsidised 
electricity.   Heavily subsidised, of course, by the 
taxpayer through his current electricity bill.   The airport 
still objects on the grounds of potential interference with 
air traffic radar and one has to wonder why, if the 
airport was objecting a year ago, this application is still 
hanging around.   As for potential noise problems  
various distressing newspaper articles make it pretty 
clear that no-one can accurately predict what the effects 
will be until turbines are actually in operation.   By then, 
for those living nearest it may be too late.   Comments 
can still be sent to Planning Dept at Viewmount, 
Stonehaven, quoting Ref. 2006 / 3934. 
 
Planning applications 
It is sometimes asked why NKRCC does not 
automatically object when a planning application is 
clearly in contravention of the Local Plan.   The answer 
is that, in all such cases, the planning officers are well 
aware of that and, in most cases, they will recommend 
refusal.   Following from that recommendation, again in 
most cases, the elected members will indeed refuse 
permission.   Thus most such letters would be a waste of 
time and effort – not to mention having some effect of 
the cry of ‘Wolf’ and maybe lessening the effect of 
other more important letters we may write.   If the 
elected Councillors choose to go against the officer’s 
recommendation, it is – generally – for some sound 
reason and, when all is said and done, that’s what we 
elect them to do – make decisions.   So, the message  
would seem to be – get involved.   Lobby your 
Councillor if necessary, come to the CC meetings; they 
and we would welcome it. 
 

Bridge at the Lairhillock 
I am tempted to say.....Don’t ask !   21 months have 
passed since work on the proposed new bridge was  
suspended; 6 months have passed since the Council 
decided not to build it, but we seem no nearer to a tidy-
up and restoration of fences and even our local 
Councillors can get no answers on the matter.   We shall 
soon be celebrating (?) the second anniversary of this 
eyesore.  
 
Seat belts on school buses 
A report has now gone to the Education Committee and 
will be considered by the Full Council later in the year.   
NKRCC is still supporting the Lairhillock School Board 
in its campaign to introduce them and a representative 
will seek to address the Councillors before a final 
decision is made. 
                         Rob Winmill, Vice-Chair, NKRCC 
 
The 200+ Club 
 
Between November and January, Community 
Councillors will be knocking on doors again, inviting 
residents to take part in this annual local lottery.  Each 
£5 ticket is entered into the monthly draw at 
Community Council meetings, and over 40% of the 
money taken in is returned as monthly prizes ranging 
from £5 to £100. 
 
Here are those who have won cash prizes since March: 
B. Broomfield, Blairs; M Birch , Banchory-Devenick;  
R .Cowan, Blairs; A. Gove, Maryculter; S. Henderson, 
Maryculter; L. Keeler, Netherley; D. Law, Netherley;  
D. Moir, Netherley; K. Moir, Netherley; L. Manny, 
Maryculter; J. Murison, Netherley; B. McKinney, 
Netherley; S. Pike, Maryculter; A Reid, Aberdeen;  
J. Thomson, Maryculter and  S. Wardlaw, Netherley 
 
The remaining £900 is available for local clubs,  
associations and worthy causes, and we still have a 
substantial amount  to distribute.  Applicants should 
apply to the secretary  and are encouraged to attend the 
next meeting to outline how the money will be spent 
within our community. 
  
Grants have been given recently to Maryculter 
Community Hall Association for repairs to the football 
pitch and to Maryculter WRI for a replacement tea urn. 
 

NKRCC Secretary:Robert Keeler,  
Howieshill, Netherley, Stonehaven AB39 3SN        

Tel: 01569 764436  
 E-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk 

Website:  www.nkrcc.org.uk 
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It is now almost three years since Tavish Scott, the 
former Liberal Democrat Transport Minister, took the 
decision to abandon the previous long-standing line for 
the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route in favour of a 
new route, crossing the Dee at Milltimber and including 
a fast-link dual carriageway from Stonehaven.  The new 
road had not been consulted upon, came completely out 
of the blue and offered few advantages.  The choice of 
the new route was not supported by any documentation, 
and seemed to have been drawn up on the back of an 
envelope by Tavish Scott himself.  It came as a 
complete shock to the managing agents for the route and 
to Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen City councils.  The new 
route had many flaws and disadvantages, which were 
apparent to all of us who live in the South Deeside area.  
The route evoked strong protest and resulted in almost 
10,000 objections being sent in to Transport Scotland. 
 
Since the announcement of the new route Transport 
Scotland has spent well over £30 million on consultants 
who have refined the route and carried out assessments 
of its impact.  It has become clear from the work that 
has been done that the road will have a devastating 
effect upon the landscape, the environment and upon the 
lives of local people; without achieving any significant 
alleviation of traffic congestion in the city of Aberdeen.   
 
We were initially promised a full public inquiry into the 
road and were told that Ministers would respect the 
findings of the inquiry.  It now turns out that the terms 
of the inquiry will be strictly limited.  Scottish Ministers 
say they have accepted the need in principle for the road 
and they do not wish to be advised on the justification 
for the principle of the scheme in economic, policy or 
strategic terms.  They only wish to be advised on the 
technical aspects of the route choice.  This is grossly 
unfair but there is little you and I can do about it except 
write directly to the Transport Minister – Stewart 
Stevenson MSP.  The AWPR has become a political 
objective aimed at channelling resources to the North 
East.  It doesn’t seem to matter that this money will be 
wasted and could have been better spent.  Scottish 
Ministers are anxious not to have the merits of the 
expenditure examined too closely, as they know it will 
not stand up to scrutiny.  They have refused to revise the 
costs of the route, which have been hugely 
underestimated. 
 
The inquiry itself commences at 10 am on Tuesday 
September 9 at the Treetops Hotel in Springfield Road.  
It will follow very complex and convoluted legal 
procedures and will be attended by large numbers of 
expensive lawyers.  Already, objectors and promoters of 
the AWPR have had to provide copies of the many 
documents relating to the route, and submit their 

‘precognitions’ or arguments for or against this 
particular route.  The arguments against are strong but 
those presenting evidence against the road are faced by 
an army of witnesses representing Transport Scotland. 
 
Scottish Ministers have appointed two reporters from 
the Scottish Government Directorate for Planning and 
Environmental Appeals (DPEA), David N. Gordon and 
Scott Ferrie, to conduct the inquiry and to report back to 
them.  A third reporter is likely to be appointed to assist.  
The reporters are assiduously following instructions 
from Scottish Ministers and do not intend to permit the 
presentation of evidence or questioning on the need for 
the scheme.  Details of the inquiry will be posted on a 
special website – www.awpr-pli.org – which will also 
make all the inquiry documents available for inspection. 
 
The inquiry will normally sit 4 days per week (Tuesday 
to Friday) and is rather optimistically expected to last 8-
10 weeks.  In practice it is likely to take rather longer.  
On most days it will start at 9.30 am.  It will normally 
sit until about 16.45 pm, with a break of one hour for 
lunch.  We the public are allowed to attend.   
 
It is quite an ordeal for ordinary people to have to stand 
up and give evidence and then be cross-examined by 
crafty lawyers.  Those fighting on behalf of Road Sense 
would welcome your support and attendance at the 
inquiry.   
Secretary -   E-mail:a.hawkins@btconnect.com  

 

Some information from the Road Sense fact sheet 

The Highways Agency in a recent publication reported 
that all major road projects in England had increased by 
an average of 40%. Transport Scotland states this is not 
the case in Scotland. The contractors who are likely to 
tender for the work will be the same as those who 
construct roads down south due to the size and 
complexity of the project. In fact with the M74 
extension, the major companies invited had formed a 
new company and only one tender was received. The 
estimate was £500m for 5 miles of road and the tender 
price was £650m, an increase of 30% at a cost of £130m 
per mile. 
 
Other road schemes in the UK at present are : 
 
M25 - £5 billion for 63 miles = £79mpm 
M6 - £2.9 billion for 51 miles = £57mpm 
M1 - £5.125 billion for 117 miles = £130mpm 
A14 – Cambridge. Estimate increased from £490m to 
£944m for 11.5miles = £82mpm 
M74 – Glasgow - £692m for 5 miles = £138mpm 
AWPR - £395m for 28.75 miles = £13.75 mpm  
 
SPOT THE MISTAKE OR DELIBERATE ATTEMPT 
TO HIDE THE TRUE COST! 
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The Lairhillock Inn      

& 
  Crynoch Restaurant 

 
Netherley, Nr. Stonehaven, AB39 3QS 

     Telephone: (01569) 730001          Fax: (01569) 731175 
    E-mail: info@lairhillock.co.uk       www.lairhillock.co.uk 
 
THE LAIRHILLOCK INN IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FOR TEA/COFFEE 

LUNCHES AND EVENING MEALS. 
 

LOOK ON OUR WEB SITE FOR MENUS AND OPENING TIMES 
 

 
 

                   
 
            FOR YOUR RENEWABLE ENERGY REQUIREMENTS 
 

Ground Source Heat Pumps 
Under Floor Heating 
Heat Recovery 
Central Vacuum Systems 

 
Paragon Systems (Scotland) Ltd offers a free design and 

quotation package for supply only or supply and installation on 
receipt of drawings. 

Phone: 01224 735536 Today to discuss your particular 
requirement. 

 
e-mail:  info@paragon-systems.co.uk 

Visit our web-site ~ www.paragon-systems.co.uk 
 

 

NEPTUNE ROSS DEEPTECH  
  SUBSEA  AND ENERGY ENGINEERING 

            Stonehaven, Fordoun and Orkney 
 From our extensive workshop and office facilities at     Stonehaven and Fordoun,  we manufacture to 

client specification and provide support for Subsea and Offshore Production, Drilling, Diving, 

Construction, Intervention, Alternative Energy Systems and Environmental Projects. 

    We also support traditional industries and offer Design and Manufacture, Fabrication, Welding and 

Machining, Assembly and Test, Field Work, Onshore, Offshore, UK and Overseas.  We can provide 

assistance with all manufacturing, welding, quality and project management requirements.    

   Tel : 01569 767888        Fax : 01569 766990 
    Web :   www.rossdeeptech.com 
          E-mail: admin@rossdeeptech.com 
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   REPRESENTATION 
 
MP   Sir Robert Smith 
 Tel: 01330 820330       Fax: 01330 820338 
  robert.smith.mp@parliament.uk 
        
MSP Mike Rumbles 
 Tel: 01330 820268       Fax: 01330 820106 
          mike.rumbles.msp@scottishparliament.uk 
 
                    COUNCILLORS 
Alastair Bews  Tel: 01224 784594 
33 Bruntland Court, Portlethen 
E-mail: cllr.a.bews@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Paul Melling  Tel: 01224 784534 
51 Broomfield Road, Portlethen 
E-mail:  cllr.p.melling@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Ian Mollison   Tel: 01569 739087 
11 Greystone Place, Newtonhill, Stonehaven AB39 3UL 
E-mail:cllr.i.mollison@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Carl Nelson   Tel: 01569 730733 
21 Dunnyfell Road, Muchalls, Stonehaven AB39 3RP 
E-mail:  cllr.c.nelson@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Aberdeenshire Council   
Viewmount,     
Arduthie Road,    
Stonehaven.   www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
AB39 2DQ 
         
  POLICE 
Emergencies  Tel: 999 
All non-emergencies Tel: 0845 600 5700 
Crimestoppers  Tel: 0800 555 111 
Drugs Information Line Tel: 0800 371553 
 
 
  SERVICES 
Bluebird buses 
No. 103  Aberdeen to Laurencekirk via Banchory- 
        Devenick and Netherley 
No. 204  Aberdeen to Strachan via Maryculter and    
        Blairs 
  Tel:  212266 or 591381 
 E-mail:Public.transport@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Dial a Trip 
Bus service with tail lift for concession card and taxi 
card holders.   Tel: 01569 765765 
Library    
The mobile van visits fortnightly on Thursdays: 
  Kirkton of Maryculter at 9am 
 By former Maryculter East Schoool at 9.20am 
 Banchory-Devenick crossroads at 10.10 
    Library Service    Tel: 01651 872707 
 
Window cleaning 
Martin Pilley         Tel: 01261 815411 

  EVENTS CALENDAR 
 
September 
Wed.      10 Maryculter WRI:  ‘Devenick Dairy’ 
Saturday 13-22  North East Open Studios (NEOS) 
Monday  15 Community Council 
  Netherley WRI: Catterline belly dancers 
Friday    26 Macmillan Coffee Morning 
; 
October 
Thursday 2 Friendship Club lunch 
Saturday  4 Meal an’ Ale concert at Cookney Hall 
  Blairs Museum: ‘Drop in and Draw’ 
Thursday 9  Blairs Museum concert 
  Maryculter WRI:  ‘Flower Power’ 
Friday   17 Race Night at Cookney Hall 
  Friendship Club basket whist 
Monday 20 Community Council 
  Netherley WRI: Outing to Canny Crafts 
 
November  
Wed.      12 Maryculter WRI: Basket quiz and raffle 
Monday 17 Community Council 
  Netherley WRI:  Decorative recycling 
Saturday 22 St Andrew’s Night at Cookney Hall 
 
December 
Saturday 6   Guild coffee morning and sales table 
Sunday   7 Christmas concert at Blairs Museum 
Wed.    10 Maryculter WRI: ‘Crafty evening’ 
Monday 15 Community Council 
   
January  
Wed.     14 Maryculter WRI:  ‘Peel off the years’ 
Monday 19 Community Council 
   
February  
Wed.      11 Maryculter WRI  ‘Experiences abroad’ 
Monday 16 Community Council 
  Netherley WRI: Talk on Dunnottar Castle 
March  
Monday   2  Church Guild fundraising event 
Wed.      11 Maryculter WRI:  Birthday Party 
Monday 16 Community Council 
  Netherley WRI: Alzheimers Disease 

 

 
Editors:     Hazel Witte              Tel: 732738 
          Monearn, Maryculter  AB12 5GT 
          witte@btconnect.com 
 
  Pam Robertson        Tel: 863887 
  2 Little Banchory Mews, 
  Banchory-Devenick   AB12 5XS  
  pambyers@btinternet.com 
 
       Please send copy for the Spring issue of  
          YOUR NEWSLETTER by March 15 


