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Welcome to the autumn issue 
 
Where did our summer go?  Trees are developing russet colours, 
there seems to be a huge crop of rowans, all sorts of wild 
mushrooms are speckling the woodland floor and  the children are 
back to school.  It’s even too cold now to wear sandals!  However, 
we have much to look forward to.  Look inside to find the huge 
range of activities and events in our area, between now and Easter. 
 
Carolyn Morrison has retired as editor, having set up South Deeside 
View with Trish Peck in 1998.  We all owe a debt of gratitude to her 
for producing this publication over the years, and to encouraging so 
many people to contribute.  Our thanks Carolyn, for all your work in 
the past, and for your continuing advice and support. 
 
Pam Robertson has become co-editor, bringing a new perspective as 
well as a voice from Banchory-Devenick.  Her feature on the 
Devenick Dairy gives a welcome to the first new shop in our area 
for many years. 
 
All phone numbers are Aberdeen listed (01224) unless otherwise 
indicated. 
 
We are most grateful to those local businesses who support us with 
advertising.   
 
We need YOU to keep us up to date, so do contact the editors. 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Editors:     Hazel Witte                  Tel: 732738 
          Monearn, Maryculter,  AB12 5GT 
          E-mail: witte@dsl.pipex.com 
 
  Pam Robertson  Tel: 863887 
  2 Little Banchory Mews 
  Banchory-Devenick 
                    E-mail: pambyers@btinternet.com 

 
Macmillan  Coffee  Morning 
 
On Friday September 28 
      at Storybook Glen 
   from 10.30am—noon 
 
Various stalls, home bakes, 
bring and buy, teas, raffles etc. 
with donations at the door. 
 
Contact Sheila Stewart Tel: 734222     
if you wish to take a stall. 
 
Raffle prizes can be handed in at the 
door or given to Sheila beforehand. 
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              YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Maryculter Babies and Toddlers 
 
We meet in Maryculter Church Hall, Kirkton of 
Maryculter on Thursday mornings from 9:30 to 11:30 
during term time. It’s a great chance for mums, 
grandmas, dads or any other carers to meet for a coffee 
and a chat and swap tips and local information. We 
welcome anyone with children from birth to 2 1/2 from 
Maryculter, Netherley, Banchory-Devenick and the 
surrounding areas.  
Emma Twite-Davis  Tel: 868242 
 
Maryculter Playgroup  
 
This runs on weekday mornings from 9:30 to 12 during 
term time in Corbie Hall next to the Old Mill Inn.  
Children are welcome from ages 2 1/2 to 5 years and 
funded places are available from age 3. The Playgroup is 
run in accordance with the pre-school 3-5 curriculum. 
For any other information please contact the Playgroup 
direct on: 07765 525317  
     
Maryculter Brownies 
  
Undeterred by the dodgy weather we spent the summer 
term cycling, map reading, treasure hunting and wildlife 
exploring. The two highlights were a 7 mile cycle ride 
around Durris Forest and a sleepover, followed by a fun 
day with hundreds of other Brownies, Guides and 
Rainbows. 
Girls aged between 7 and 10 who would like to join us 
on Thursday evenings between 6.30 and 8pm should 
contact:   Elaine Davies: Tel:  01569 730374  
              or Lynn Murphy: Tel: 01330 825936   
 
Maryculter Guides 
1st Maryculter Guides have just returned from a very 
good holiday in Switzerland where we did lots of sight 
seeing and hiking.  We also visited  the adventure park in 
Adelboden where we were abseiling, zoomed along zip 
wires, and dared to cross a monkey bridge. One or two 
were mad enough to try the pendulum, including Lea, 
our youngest and our two new helpers, Garry and 
Serena. This was my last trip as organiser but we have 
been told that Maryculter will be invited back in 2009. 
  
At the end of last term we had the enrolment of new 
Guides.  They can choose where they want this Guide 
Promise ceremony to take place, and unluckily for me 
they chose Stonehaven beach.  It had been raining all 
day, but just as I thought we would have to move inside, 
the sun came out. So for the first time I was up to my 
waist in very cold North Sea water enrolling Guides, 
followed by a very welcome barbecue  on the beach.   
  
We meet every Tuesday at 7.30 and follow the same 
term timetable as the schools. During autumn and  

summer terms we are in the Scout and Guide Hut, but 
move to the Church Hall over the winter months. Girls 
between 10 and 14 are welcome to come any week.  
Dianne Brown, Guider  Tel: 734687 or 0780 154 2154 
 or E-mail: diannebrown@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Maryculter Rangers 
 

Rangers Rock!  Not only did our band Me, Myself and 
My Broken Legs get through to the Scottish Final of the 
Guiding Star competition and play in front of an 
audience of 2500 screaming girls, they were also chosen 
as a wild card to take part in the National Final in 
Sheffield.  Both events were a great opportunity and 
adventure for the band members. 
   Earlier in the year we spent a weekend in a bothy near 
Braemar.  The weather was great as we sat outside 
doing crafts having completed an Easter egg hunt /forest 
walk on the Invercauld Estate. Okay so hiding the eggs 
in a rucksack does not constitute a proper egg hunt! 
   You don’t have to be musical or like Easter eggs to be 
a Ranger but having a sense of fun is essential as is 
being aged between 14 – 26 years old.  We get together 
every second Monday and would love to have some 
new faces come along.  For further info. please call 
either Jackie on 01224 869668, Elaine on 01569 
730374 or E-mail:   jac212@btinternet.com 
  
Maryculter Rainbows 
We would really like to re-start this group for 5-7 year 
old girls, but need some volunteers.  If a few mums, 
aunties or grannies came forward, we could work out a 
rota as the Cubs are planning (see next page). 
Please contact Lynn Murphy, District Commissioner 
Tel:01330 811500 , E-mail: lynnmurphy@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Beavers  
 
The Beavers are looking 
forward to the new term, 
meeting at Maryculter 
Scout Hall from 5.30pm to 7.00pm every 
Tuesday.  Yellow Beaver, Linda, has recently 
completed her training and along with Kathleen and 
new recruit, Sally, will have their hands full organising 
crafts, games and badge work for them.  The Beavers 
had great fun when they attended the Centenary Camp 
at Braemar in May where they were involved in 
activities with other Beaver colonies in Kincardine and 
Deeside.  The Scouts had erected an old bell tent for 
them to use as a base and this was a great novelty for 
them.  
Any boy between 6 and 8 years wishing to join the 
Beavers should contact : 
Kathleen Paterson , Beaver Leader   Tel: 868676 
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     Corbie Park and Community Hall, 
   Maryculter 
 
The good news is that we have finally got our new 
changing rooms underway. The builders are in! The bad 
news is that a number of unforeseen costs have arisen 
which means we are still scrounging around for funds 
and grants to finalise the project. There have been a 
number of donations from members of the community 
towards the project for which the Committee is most 
grateful. We hope that very soon the users of the field 
will be able to change and shower in the new annexe 
without having to tiptoe into the hall with their 'dubby 
beets'. 
 
Looking ahead, there are a number of improvements in 
the pipeline including a re-paint of the interior, 
replacement of the frontage pillars, improved exits for 
wheelchair users and new goal posts.  
 
The committee continues to depend on volunteers 
drawn from the users of the hall and field to undertake 
the burden of these repairs and thus manages to keep 
hire charges low. ....talking about scrounging... in the 
near future we are going to have to replace the gas 
boiler as it is now quite old. Anyone knowing of a 
second-hand, but still serviceable, boiler with sufficient 
capacity for heating the hall might like to get in touch.  
 
The committee invites any groups or individuals who 
could use the hall or field for meetings, social events 
etc. to contact:- 
Carol Masson, booking secretary   Tel: 733583 
 

    YOUTH ACTIVITIES  cont. 

 

Cub Scouts  
 
It now seems forever since we had Cubs in Maryculter. 
However at the last Group AGM there was a glimmer of 
hope that a few parents might be enthusiastic enough to 
get a Cub Pack up and running again.  It was explained 
that at Torphins, six parents - none of whom could 
commit to attending every week - got together and all 
took out Leader Warrants and worked out a rota, so that 
there were always at least two available to take the Cub 
weekly meeting.  
 
Subsequently, two Maryculter dads have come 
forward with a view to restarting Cubs in Maryculter in 
the Autumn. However neither can guarantee to 
be available every night - so at least one or two 
people are still required to take out Leader warrants to 
make it happen. 
 
Hopefully this sort of determination and enthusiasm can 
be found in Maryculter.  All determined and 
enthusiastic persons please contact the group secretary: 
Sally McAllan Tel: 784266 
 
  
 
1st Maryculter Scouts 
 
Well, it's our 100th birthday!  That may be a long time 
to a young Scout, but it makes me feel real old to realise 
I have been with Maryculter Scouts (and Cubs) for 45 of 
those years!  Anyway, the Scouts have done their share 
of celebrating, having been at the Centenary Camp at 
Braemar where we won the 'best tasting sandwich' and 
the 'best designed Scout uniform for 2050' competitions. 
 
There was also a Sunrise Camp on  August 1 which 
celebrated to the minute, the 100 years since Baden 
Powell raised his Kudu horn to summon his Scouts to 
the first Scout flag-break on Brownsea Island, off Poole 
Harbour on the Dorset coast.  For our part, not having a 
Kudu horn, our Scouts assembled upon the beep of the 
whistle at, for them, the unearthly hour of 08.00 hrs, 
around the flag at our Summer camp at Glen Tanar to 
acknowledge the occasion.  
 
We would be pleased to welcome any new boys to our 
Friday evening meetings at Maryculter:  
Les Paterson, Scout Leader     Tel: 868676  
or E-mail: lesardoe@aol.com 
 
  
  
 
 

  
Lower Deeside Caravan 

Park 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• On-site shop 
• Fresh bakery supplies 
• 6-berth caravans 
• 45 touring pitches 
• Pine lodges 
• Short breaks available 
• Pets welcome 
• Games / TV / snooker 
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            SCHOOLS 
            Banchory-Devenick  
 
All the children enjoyed their summer break despite the 
rather poor weather.  We have 14 new pupils, 11 of 
them in primary 1. P5/6/7 are heading off to the Tech 
Fest in Aberdeen in September.  

The School garden and vegetable plot is brimming with 
growth, with various vegetables nearly ready for 
harvest, thanks to the help of one of our parents, Claire 
Howard, who has been running a Gardening Club at the 
school since last year. This club focused on the new 
vegetable plot during the summer term, and pupils of all 
ages enjoyed planting traditional crops such as potatoes 
and beans as well as some more unusual ones like 
purple and yellow carrots. Over the winter the 
Gardening Club is planning to replant the raised flower 
beds in the playground at the front of the school. 

A variety of after school clubs for the pupils will be 
starting shortly such as the ever popular Craft Club run 
by parent volunteers and the Mud Feet Club which was 
hugely successful last term and had the pupils out 
making rain shelters and collecting bugs in the 
playground, will be running again in the Spring. 
 
We have our updated web site and it is now live. 
http://www.banchory-devenick.aberdeenshire.sch.uk 
Thanks go to Lyne Huckle, another parent who has done 
a great job in building and launching the site. Do check 
it for regular updates. 
 
On a personal note, I have been appointed as Head 
Teacher at Inverurie Market Place, and expect to take up 
my post by October at the latest.  I would like to thank 
all the pupils, parents and staff for their help and 
support in my 2 1/2 years at Banchory-Devenick.  It has 
been a pleasure. 
   Jonathan Revell, Head Teacher 
  
          
              Lairhillock School 
 
We now have a roll of 85 children in Primaries 1 to 7 
and 18 in Nursery, with 18 children who started in 
Primary 1 this August.  Staff and pupils are looking 
forward to a busy term with lots of events planned.   
 
On Thursday August 23 the Education, Learning and 
Leisure Committee visited the school. Primary 7 pupils 
greeted approximately 30 members, including Mr Bruce 
Robertson, Director of Education, members of the  
directorate team and councillors.  They were shown 
round the school by Mrs Marian Youngson, Head 
Teacher and Mrs Heather Anstock, School 
Administrator before enjoying morning coffee. 
 

 
 
An after school health club run by parents for P2-5 
pupils, starts on Monday 3 September.  P2-3 will meet 
every Monday from 2.30pm until 3.15pm and P4-5 from 
3.15pm until 4pm.   
 
The Interim Board meets on Monday 3 September at 
7.30pm in school.   
 
Lairhillock School has registered as an eco-school and 
is presently in the process of establishing a committee.  
Parents and members of the wider community are very 
welcome to join the committee, so please contact the 
school if you are interested or want to find out more.  
The committee will meet approximately once every 6 
weeks during the year and will be responsible for 
drawing up an action plan and planning events.   
 
A ‘Silent Movie Day - Sponsored Shhh!’ is planned for 
Friday 14 September in order to raise funds to purchase 
a digital movie maker.  A Book Fair will be in school 
from 2 - 5 October. 
 
On 9 October Fischy Music is coming to school to work 
with all classes during the day in order to prepare for a 
concert in the evening.  Tickets will be sold and 
refreshments served.  
                                   Marian Youngson, Head Teacher 
 
 
         Primary Schools Football 
  
This year, the Mid-Deeside Small Schools League was 
split into three mini-leagues, and despite more 
cancellations for weather than anyone can remember, 
the A-league for P6-7s was eventually won by 
Drumoak, the B-league for P4-5s by Durris, and the C-
league for P1-3s by Lairhillock. Two of these teams 
managed their own league and cup double as Drumoak 
won the Conoco Cup, and Lairhillock won the 
equivalent Young Ones Cup.  
  
For the first time, Drumoak were invited to join 
Banchory-Devenick, Durris and Lairhillock to play in 
the Invercrynoch Cup and Crynoch Shield.  Somehow, 
the date coincided with the only sunny day in June, and 
Drumoak went home with the Invercrynoch Cup, whilst 
Durris retained the Crynoch Shield.  Most importantly, 
the current pupils beat the Mums, but the Legends 
(Dads) beat the Futures (former pupils) again.  
 
Thanks to the Lairhillock for continuing to sponsor the 
Crynoch Shield, and to all those pupils and parents that 
took part throughout the year.  Let’s hope for less rain 
this season please. 
                                                                Stephen Davies 
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           Friends of Cookney Hall 
 
On Friday 17 August 2007, the Friends of Cookney Hall 
held an auction there to raise funds.  Amongst the three 
hundred-plus lots was a 26 inch Philips widescreen 
television which eventually went for the princely sum of 
£45. Many other bargains were to be had throughout the 
evening, and a total of over £1300 was raised. This will 
go toward the costs of upgrading the Hall.  We would 
like to thank everyone who took part in the event, 
whether they were donors, bidders, helpers etc. Thank 
you all!  
 
We plan to hold a ceilidh on Saturday 17 November 
2007 with live music and entertainment. The exact 
details have still to be worked out, so watch the local 
press for information nearer the time. It has also been 
suggested that we hold a Burns Night in January 2008 
and we are currently looking at the possibility.  
 
We hope to have a notice board erected at the side of the 
Hall facing the road, though this is some way off.  The 
reasoning is that once the work is completed, it will 
allow us to advertise local events, newsletters, minutes 
of meetings, details of lost pet etc. Watch this space, in 
more ways than one! 
 
 Work on the Hall continues apace and we are on target 
to meet the first set of requirements, which must be 
completed by the end of October 2007. After that there 
will still be a lot of work to be completed over the next 
couple of years, but we are hopeful that we can meet the 
challenge. However, every little helps and if there is 
anyone reading this who would like to make a donation 
to the Friends or can offer advice about potential 
sources of funding, do contact me. Bob McKinney   
Tel: 01569 730706       E-mail: bob8930@aol.com. 
 
Meals on wheels 
It was a sad month for the Meals on Wheels team when 
the service was stopped in April. Latterly we only had 
two clients, but over the years many more had lunches 
delivered twice every week.  Some of the local ladies 
had up to 30 years service which proved the dedication 
from our area. The team and several of those who had 
retired, met up for lunch at the Lairhillock in May to 
mark the end of an era.   Carol Masson 
 
Kincardine and Deeside Befriending 
 
Do you have some spare time which could be put to 
good use?  Volunteer befrienders are paired with older 
people who live independently or with little support.  
You could visit socially or perhaps take them out 
shopping or for a car run. This could be just an hour or 
two each week, or whatever suits you. We provide 
training, expenses and support and welcome folk who 

            HOME DELIVERIES 
 
Milk and local papers  
orange juice, eggs, potatoes and more….. 
 Alan Masson      Tel: 07770 332969 
    hillies@fsmail.net 
 
Fruit and Vegetables 
The organic farm shop at Lorienen, Bridge of Muchalls 
is open on Wednesdays from 12.30 to 6pm and on 
Saturdays from 9.30 to 5pm 
Paul van Midden   Tel /Fax: 01569 731746 / 739137 
 
Neil Gammie, Fernieflatt Farm, Kinneff delivers 
vegetables, eggs (and fruit in season) on Tuesdays and 
Fridays.  Orders must be in the day before delivery. 
  Tel: 01569 750374 or 07790 558880 
  E-mail: fernieflat@amserve.com 
 
Fish 
George Fairweather delivers west of the B979 road on 
Thursday mornings and east of the road on Friday 
mornings.  Tel: 07974 311326 
 
Coal 
J.H. Roberts from Auchenblae can deliver orders in our 
area on Monday mornings.  Tel: 01561 320335 

 

 
 

      ROSS DEEPTECH INITIATIVES LTD 
 
  SUBSEA  AND ENERGY ENGINEERING 
            Stonehaven, Fordoun and Orkney 

 

 From our extensive workshop and office facilities at     

Stonehaven and Fordoun,  we manufacture  

to client specification and provide support for Subsea 

and Offshore Production, Drilling, Diving, 

Construction, Intervention Alternative Energy 

Systems and Environmental Projects. 

    We also support traditional industries and offer 

Design and Manufacture, Fabrication, Welding and 

Machining, Assembly and Test, Field Work, Onshore, 

Offshore, UK and Overseas.  We can provide 

assistance with all manufacturing, 

 welding, quality and project management 

requirements and have 48 years of industry 

experience. 

  Tel : 01569 767888 
 Fax : 01569 766990 
 Web :   www.rossdeeptech.com 
 E-mail: admin@rossdeeptech.com 
 Mobile : 07778 668630 
 24 hours : 01569 730718 
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     CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

Maryculter WRI 
 
Meetings are at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of 
each month in the Corbie Hall, Maryculter between 
August and May.  We look forward to monthly 
competitions, a variety of speakers (see back page) and 
a bring and buy sale.  New members will be very 
welcome. 
Secretary, Sheila Bissett     Tel: 01569 731708 
 
Netherley WRI 
 
We have moved to Lairhillock School for our meetings 
on the third Monday of each month at 7.30pm.  The 
season began with a visit to the gorgeous garden at 
Glenbervie House, Drumlithie followed by a meal at the 
Sauchieburn Inn. See our programme on the back page. 
New members will be most welcome 
Secretary, Margaret Carmichael    Tel: 01569 764330 
 
Friendship Club 
 
We’re having our end of summer lunch in the Old Mill 
Inn on October 4, then a basket whist evening at the 
Corbie Hall on October 19.  We hope to start our winter 
sessions in Maryculter-Cookney Church Hall on 
Thursday November 1 at 2pm, and thereafter every first 
Thursday of the month until April. 
Contacts: Anne, Tel: 732071 and Peggy, Tel: 734888  
 
Cookney Bowling Club 
 
The club restarts after the summer break on 
September 13, and meets in Cookney Hall twice a 
week at 7.30pm to enjoy games of carpet bowls. 
Monday is competition evening while Thursday is a ‘hat 
night’.  New members will be most welcome.   
President: Arthur Durward  Tel: 01569 730164 
 
Yoga 
Ilse Elders runs a Yoga class 
on Tuesday evenings from 
7.30 till 9pm in the Corbie 
Hall, Maryculter from 
September until December. 
Anyone interested in joining 
should phone to ensure a place is available.  
 Ilse Elders  Tel: 868301 
 
 
Kupso Martial Arts 
Classes for primary-age children are held from 4.30-
5.30pm on Wednesdays in Lairhillock School. £3.50 per 
session but one trial lesson free. 
Emma Lester-Smith, Tel: 0776 125 7965 

Brig O’Dee Football Club 
 
The team play at Corbie Park on alternate Sundays. 
Colin Smith   Tel: 878076 
 
Glendale Football Club 
 
The new season began on August 4, with the team now 
in Division 1 East of the Amateur League.  We play at 
the Corbie Park on Saturdays with  training evenings on 
Tuesdays at Blairs. Any lads aged seventeen or over 
hoping to join us, just phone:    Jim Grant  Tel: 867512 
 
Dog Clubs 
 
Ardoe Hall is up for sale, but until 
then two clubs continue to meet there 
at 7.30pm. 
 
Tuesday The Bon Accord Kennel  
                     Club 
  Tel: Susan Stewart, 01330 860569 
Thursday Training for Showing Group 
  Tel: Betty Munro, 632856 
 
There is also a Dog Training School in Cookney Hall on 
Wednesday evenings  Tel: Yvonne Reid,   865249 
 
Lethen Archers 
 
This archery club holds 
sessions in Portlethen Academy 
every Wednesday between 8 – 
9.30pm and on Saturdays from 
2 – 5pm.  All equipment is 
provided and at least one 
National Archery Association coach is in attendance.  
Children aged 8 and over can join, but must be 
accompanied by an adult.        
Secretary, Bill Gilchrist  Tel: 782144 
www.lethenarchers.co.uk 
            
 
Aberdeen Aeromodellers Club 
 
The club owns a 6.5 acre grass flying field at Hare 
Moss, Banchory-Devenick and is permitted to fly from 
9am to 7pm on weekdays, and 10am to 7pm at 
weekends. The midweek fliers get together on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings. 
Visitors are always welcome, but please contact a 
member on arrival and ask for an explanation of site 
safety procedures. 
Secretary, Stuart Bale   E-mail:stuart_bale@talktalk.net 
plus comprehensive website:     www.aamfc.org 
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     MUSIC      MUSIC       MUSIC 
 
The Doric Festival  
This annual event is from September 28 to October 14, 
with performances in several venues across the North 
East.     www.thedoricfestival.com 
   Another ‘Meal an Ale Evening, wi a bit Breid an 
Kebbuck’ takes place in Cookney Hall on Saturday 
October 6 at 7.30pm, organised by the Aberdeen Branch 
of the Traditional Music and Song Association.  
Tickets are £6, £4 for concessions, but sell out quickly, 
from Joyce Murison, Tel: 01569 731236 
 
Scottish Accordion and Fiddle Evenings 
 
Musicians who meet in Durris Hall on the second 
Sunday evening of the month, celebrate their tenth 
anniversary in November.  Bring along your own 
instrument and they will supply music for the sets 
chosen for the evening. Visitors are made very 
welcome, but phone ahead to check time and 
availability of seats as the sessions are very popular. 
Jim Smith   Tel: 01330 824831 
 
Ceol Dee - a new CD to treasure 
 
Claire Telford from Nether Burnhaugh, Netherley has 
played the violin since the age of eight.  While at school 
in Maryculter West Primary and Cults Academy, her 
talents were nurtured within the Banchory Strathspey 
and Reel Society, and she has delighted many by her 
appearance in local concerts and events over the years. 
   Claire graduated with distinction in violin and viola 
from the Royal College of Music in London in 2003.  
She now teaches at the Yehudi Menuhin School in 
Surrey, and performs in concerts throughout Europe and 
North America. 
   Her first CD brings together the work of Scottish 
composers Scott Skinner, William Marshall and Neil 
Gow with well known pieces by Elgar, Tchaikovsky 
and Fritz Kreisler.  The piano accompanist in the 
Scottish music is George Donald of ‘Scotland the What’ 
fame, with whom she performs on National Trust 
cruises. 
   Ceol Dee is available from the Guilianotti shop in 
Stonehaven, Bruce Miller in Aberdeen, Scotch Corner 
in Turriff and the Inverurie Music Centre as well as 
from her parents: Tel: 01569 730316 
 
Congratulations to young musicians 
 
The Banchory Festival of Music attracted musicians 
from across Scotland in May.  There was a high turnout 
of young talent, giving great hope for the future of 
traditional music.  Two winners were from our area: 
Violin 9 years and under:   
 William Britten from Banchory-Devenick 
Violin, 13-15 years: March, Strathspey and Reel 
 Leanne Bartlett from Netherley 

      LEISURE ACTIVITIES 
 
Drum Castle 
 
Our nearest National Trust property has been busy over 
the summer season - perhaps as a refuge from the rain. 
This year the castle and garden will be open between 
12.30pm-5pm (closed Tuesday and Friday) until the end 
of October, a month longer than usual, so do make the 
most of this opportunity to visit when the trees will be 
glowing in autumn colours. 
 The grounds and woodland walks are open all year 
from 9.30am until sunset. 
 A number of events are planned including:- 
September 22   Battle re-enactments of the Covenanters 
October 20/21  Autumn bounty weekend 
October 28       Medieval soldiers 
December 8/9  The popular annual Holly Festival, when 
the courtyard is transformed into a Christmas market, 
with lots of stalls, carol singing round the Christmas 
tree, hot mince pies and mulled wine. 
 
Storybook Glen 
 
A place to let young children run free among characters 
from nursery rhymes and cartoons.  The birds and 
squirrels are very much alive, and there are plenty of 
bushes to make ‘hide and seek’ a real adventure. 
There’s a restaurant as well to replenish appetites 
developed by all this activity. 
Opening times are from 10am to 6pm daily with season 
tickets available. 
Tel: 732941     www.storybookglen.co.uk  
 
 
Blairs College Museum 
 
This is in the former Roman Catholic Seminary 
building, well signposted from the South Deeside Road 
west of Ardoe House Hotel.  
  
Contents include objects and paintings related to Mary 
Queen of Scots and Bonnie Prince Charlie, as well as 
superb church metalwork and vestments. Contact the 
manager to check for opening times at weekends. 
Mandy Murray, Tel: 863767   
E-mail:manager@blairsmuseum.com 
 
 

 
 

       
                     CLICK 
            (Cancer and Leukaemia in Children) 
 
      Coffee Morning 
  Saturday Sept 15 from 10am—noon 
      Corbie Hall, Maryculter 
 



 

 8 

            THE DEVENICK DAIRY 
 
Banchory Devenick is to have its own shop for the first 
time in around 12 years. One local family-run dairy 
farm has recently diversified into the production of 
dairy produce. Having supplied selected outlets for the 
past six months, such is the demand for products from 
The Devenick Dairy that the business is being 
extended to include a farm shop.  Their goal is simple; 
to bring the farmer and customer closer together and 
provide  totally natural, great-tasting products. We 
went along to talk to Kenny Groat to find out more. 
 
The farm trades under the name of R&N Groat and is 
run by Richard and Nicola together with sons Ian and 
Kenny. Richard’s father Sinclair, moved to the farm 
from Orkney just over 50 years ago. Kenny explains: 
“He started off with six milking cows and it’s just 
developed from there. We now have 190 cows with 
about 150 – 160 milking.” 
 
One of only three dairy farms between Aberdeen and 
Stonehaven, most of their milk goes to supply Robert 
Wiseman Dairies. He says: “The amount of milk we 
use for our dairy products is just a small margin to 
what we produce”, adding: “Grass is the main 
backbone to the business. Our aim is to have the best 
quality grass and silage and I think we do a pretty good 
job.” Good grazing makes for happy cows and great 
tasting milk. To achieve that, the farm operates an 
extended grazing system, as in New Zealand, where  
fields are split in two and cows are moved around so 
they always have fresh grass to eat.  “The very wet 
summer has affected the cows”, he says, “The yields 
are a lot lower. They spend half the time with their 
backs hunched, which they don’t like, so we often 
have to supplement their feed to keep them a bit 
happier”.   
 
One of the main reasons for diversifying is that the 
farm itself isn’t really big enough to support the 
family.  Both Ian and Kenny want to stay farming in 
Banchory-Devenick but, he says: “It’s just not possible 
to buy a farm in this area; I’ve never heard of a farm 
being for sale yet.  We need to generate enough cash to 
keep us here, so we’ve diversified to get a higher 
income to support us all.” 
 
Another factor in their decision is the WPR. Kenny 
explains: “It’ll cause us a lot of problems and is 
probably the biggest disaster the farm’s ever faced. It’s 
going to split the farm in two and destroy all the 
drains. Putting cows out to grass when they’re building 
the road will be a lot harder; it’s not good for the 
whole working farm system.  The milk price doesn’t 
really help either, but the main reason for diversifying 
is to try and keep us all here and to support the 
family.” A typical working day is normally 14 – 16 
hours and they hope that diversification will see them 
achieve a better work-life balance. 
 

Ian is the herd manager and the whole idea started after 
he did a cheese course four years ago, Kenny recalls: 
“We started doing a soft cheese which I used to take to 
my flatmates for sandwiches all the time!” Richard then 
went on a cheese course over on the West Coast and 
Nicola attended a yogurt course in Chelmsford.  More 
recently, they’ve run a cheese course on the premises, 
which he says was: “More of a development experience 
to expand and improve our knowledge and the range of 
products as well.” 
 
So the brand name of The Devenick Dairy was born. 
Actual preparations for launching the business started 
over a year ago with the family doing all the building 
work themselves. They work closely with 
Aberdeenshire Council to ensure the necessary hygiene 
approvals are in place before products are made. 
Everything is pasteurised and the equipment must be 
certified. The farm is already subject to numerous 
statutory inspections and this will only increase as the 
business expands. “It’s not a problem at all”, he says, 
“we’re always ready and everything’s up to date.” 
 
Buying equipment proved difficult and costly and 
consequently, Kenny says: “I ended up making a lot of 
it myself. Normally I make farm implements but I’ve 
changed to making cheese and yogurt equipment.” 
Minimising the amount of packaging and being 
environmentally friendly is challenging, so he’s also 
making some of the packaging equipment himself; 
“We’re trying to make it as low cost for our customers 
as we can.” 
 
The farm also has 300 head of sheep although he admits 
it’s more of a hobby, kept to generate additional 
income.  He says: “We carry them through till 
September when they go down to sale in Kelso in the 
Borders.  We’ve always aimed for a better quality 
product and a higher premium, and we’ll probably use 
some of the lamb for the farm shop too.” 
 
The Devenick Dairy currently employs Richard, Nicola 
and Kenny part-time with aunt, Morag Will, the only 
full time employee.  Nicola also has a part-time job as 
milk recorder.  Morag is the driving force behind the 
actual making of the cheese and yogurt and, because 
she’s employed full time, provides the impetus for the 
rest of the family to make cheese 4 days a week. Kenny 
jokes: “We don’t like to see her sitting doing nothing!” 
With output increasing, the next challenge will be to 
keep pace with demand. He admits: “We’re trying to 
keep stock back to mature it to produce a stronger 
cheese but we keep selling it too quickly.” 
 
Our tour of the factory begins with stringent guidelines 
regarding proper clothing, footwear and hand washing.  
Cheese making starts at 7 a.m. and will be in the moulds 
by 5 p.m. the same day. They currently make 3-4 
batches a week, each containing 400 litres of milk and 
yielding 40 kilos of cheese.  Some cheeses require 
different processes and temperatures and there are 100 
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cheeses in the press at any one time. The whey is 
drained off and fed to their own livestock.  The yogurt is 
made in a different building, ensuring that both products 
are kept totally separate. Unlike supermarkets where 
milk is standardised and products are generally the same 
all year round, the Devenick Dairy plans to have 
seasonal cheeses eventually because, Kenny explains: 
“The quality of milk changes throughout the year; some 
milk is suited to certain types of cheese.” 
 
The shop will also stock free-range eggs from the 
farm’s hens and, depending on how the business 
develops, they may expand it to include locally grown 
vegetables and poultry.  They also have blue cheese, 
feta cheese and a homemade cheesecake in the 
development phase.   
 
The concept of farmers markets has expanded rapidly in 
the last few years and, since starting, The Devenick 
Dairy has been a regular attendee at Banchory, 
Inverurie, Huntly, Stonehaven and Forfar. They rope in 
other family members to help out at farmers markets 
including aunt and niece Jackie and Nadine Cowan. 
      
They’ve witnessed a growing demand for local produce, 
also for freshness and quality.  Kenny says: “The 
products are all based on natural ingredients.  Our target 
is not to use any additives or preservatives because as 
soon as you do that, the taste goes out the window.” 
Hence the products have a slightly shorter shelf life than 
supermarkets but are much fresher. “We make our 
yogurt on a Wednesday and put it out to the shops on a 
Thursday so it’s always fresh. The shelf life is 
approximately two and a half weeks which is not too 
bad for a natural product.” 
 
There’s no doubt the family is passionate about it  
produces. “One of the things that’s important for our 
business is that it’s totally family orientated; we rely on 
family labour, it’s always been a family business and 
that’s one of the most important factors about us”, 
Kenny says, adding: “We hope to use all our own milk 
eventually although it may take 4 or 5 years. We’ll be 
forced to decrease cow numbers because of the bypass 
and competition with housing development taking up a 
lot of land that we rent. Other regulations will also force 
us to decrease.” 
 
In an age where the supermarket has all but destroyed 
the relationship between farmers and customers, he 
says: “The one thing we’re trying to get across to 
customers is to let them know where our product is 
coming from, how it’s reared and produced. We want to 
bring the farmer and customer closer together. We want 
to get back the real taste of products and for people to 
experience that.” 
 
To enjoy the range of hand crafted, artisan products on 
offer on our doorstep, visit The Devenick Dairy where 
you’re guaranteed a friendly welcome.  
 

Outlets currently stocking Devenick Dairy 
products 
 
The Store, Foveran and Edinburgh 
Mitchells, Inverurie 
Paul Smith Butchers, Westhill 
Finzean Farm Shop 
Deeside Activity Centre 
Auld Toon Cafe, High Street, Old Aberdeen 
Springers Delicatessen, Forfar 
Castleton Farm Shop, Fordoun 
 
Products currently available from The Devenick 
Dairy 
 
Soft cheese – a very pleasant creamy cheese in 5 
different flavours 
The Deesider – their most popular - a traditional hand 
made mild cheese 
Devenick Farmhouse Cheddar – a semi hard, more 
mature cheese 
Deluxe Cottage Cheese – high quality cottage cheese 
Drinking yogurt – refreshing, rich, thick and truly 
unique 
Greek style yogurt – heavy, rich and creamy 
Low fat yogurt – made with skimmed milk 
Classic yogurt – rich and creamy 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

    The Devenick Dairy 
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A90 Stonehaven 

Blairs College 

B9077 Banchory Aberdeen  
Bridge of Dee 

Shop 

 B-D 
cross roads 

Portlethen 

New Farm Shop 
 Opening on the working farm with a range 
of hand made dairy products from: 
     - Cheesecake - Cream - & a range of Yogurts, Soft 
cheese & Hard cheese to suit all tastes. 
      Also some other food produced fresh on the Farm, 
so drop past and taste something new 

Altens 

Bishopston Farm 
Banchory-Devenick 
AB12 4RS 
Tel: 01224 782476 

    Opening hours 
 
Mon-Fri   8.30am-6pm 
Sat+Sun 10am - 4pm 
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Minister:  Rev. Bruce Gardner, Tel. 735776     
         E-mail:  ministerofBDMC@aol.com 
 
 
Morning services   

Banchory Devenick Church at 10.00am and   
Maryculter-Cookney Church at 11.30am  
 

Informal evening service in Upper Room Extension at 
Maryculter-Cookney Church at 5.00pm 

 
Sunday School welcomes children aged 3 and over.   
They attend the church service for around 20 minutes 
then go out to Sunday School for the rest of the hour. 
B-D contact, Jane Ah-See        Tel: 863301 
M-C contact Helen Anderson  Tel: 780352 
 
  Communion services 
 
28 October,   10.00am      Banchory Devenick Church  
4 November, 11.30am    Maryculter –Cookney Church                                            
4 November,   5.00pm     Informal Communion Service     
             in Upper Room M-C  
 
     Remembrance Day Services, November 11 
       
10.00am    Banchory-Devenick Church  
11.30am    Maryculter-Cookney Church  followed by a    
                 soup, bread and cheese lunch 
3.00pm     Cookney War Memorial 
 
Christmas Watchnight  service 
11.15pm   Maryculter-Cookney Church 
 
Easter services 
March 21, Good Friday  
        7.30pm Banchory-Devenick Church 
March 23  Easter Sunday 
        10.00 am  Banchory-Devenick Church 
        11.30am   Maryculter-Cookney Church 
 
The following Groups meet regularly in Maryculter-
Cookney Church Hall, and more information can be 
obtained from the Minister or any of the office bearers:
  
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship      
       Saturday from 8.00-9.30am in the Happy Lounge 
Bible Study and Prayer Group     
      Wednesday from 7.30-9.30pm in the Happy Lounge 
Youth Café for Pr.7 to S.6           
      Thursday 7.00pm-9.00pm  
House Groups  
meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month from 
7.30pm-9.30pm in congregational houses in a spirit of   

 

 
 
 
 
 

fellowship to look at the Gospel of Mark together.    
Every Fifth Monday house groups gather in a Pot Luck 
Supper in Maryculter Hall, at 7.30pm, where they share 
questions and answers. This is an open meeting and all 
are welcome from Church and Community. 
More information from Leaders, Joan Thorne  
Tel: 783834  and Joyce Mackintosh Tel:733495 
 
Alpha Group 
Begins by arrangement in September. Contact the 
minister for details. 
 
The Guild meets on the first Monday of the month at 
7.30pm from September to November and February to 
May.    New members always welcome to come along 
and hear interesting speakers, enjoy fellowship and a 
cup of tea.    
Further details from Sheila Bissett, Tel: 01569 731708  
 
A Coffee Morning with Christmas Sales Table will be 
held on Saturday December 1st from 10-11.30am.   
 
Maryculter Kirk Hall and its extensions are available 
for hire to local groups for only £5 an hour.   This year 
will see the development of the Church and Community 
Office with internet and copying facilities.   The office 
will soon be open on weekdays [10am-1pm] to see if 
there is a response from local people.  Anyone who 
would like to volunteer to help develop the office for the 
benefit of all, contact Mrs. Anne Massie,  
Tel: 732071, although a dedicated phone line and a part-
time secretary will also be in place soon. 
 
The car park, paths and new cemetery at Banchory 
Devenick church, as well as renewal of some of the 
pews in Maryculter-Cookney Church, are still at the 
planning stage, and not moving forward as quickly as 
we had hoped.   
 
Ardoe Hall   The sale of the hall is in the hands of the 
Church of Scotland Law Department in Edinburgh.     
 
Social Events 
Harvest Home / Stovie Dance takes place in Cookney 
Hall on Friday 5th October from 8-11.30pm.    
Our ever popular Burns Supper has been arranged for 
Friday 25th January 2008 in the Corbie Hall at 7.30pm. 
Further details for these events can be obtained from 
Kathleen Downie Tel: 01569.730202 or any church 
office bearer. 
 
Keep up to date with church news on our website 
www.bdmc-parish.org.uk and by reading Church Corner 
in the Deeside Piper and Mearns Leader. 

      Banchory-Devenick & Maryculter-Cookney        
Parish Church 
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ST TERNAN’S SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

MUCHALLS 
 
St Ternan’s is the northern-most Scottish Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese of Brechin.  We are part of the 
World-wide Anglican Communion.  The church is 
located in the North Kincardine Community Council 
area and is to be found to the west of the A90 approx. a 
mile from Muchalls village on the Causey Mounth, 
where the road branches off to Cookney and Netherley.  
St Ternan’s congregation has worshipped in this area of 
North Kincardine for over 300 years as Episcopalians, 
first at Muchalls Castle then moving down to the 
present site where building started in 1830. We are part 
of the Anglican Communion 
 
A big thanks to all the local community who supported 
us at the Garden Fete on the 16th June.  It was a terrible 
day of rain.  All the stalls apart from plants and bric a 
brac had to be moved into the church to escape, but 
everyone did such a splendid job in selling and buying 
that we raised £1200 for church funds. Thank you all for 
your support. Let’s hope the sun shines next year. 
 
The Rev Michael Sabell as Priest in Charge at St 
Ternan’s is as the saying goes “getting his feet under the 
table”.  Michael has a hearing disability, and having 
considerable expertise in sign language he is intending 
to hold a class ‘Introduction for Basic Sign language’ at 
St Ternan’s.  Any interested parties please contact 
Michael or any member of the ministry team for 
information.  With the guidance of the Holy Spirit the 
congregation of St Ternan’s will be furthering their 
mission to serve and love the Lord, and we give thanks 
to God for directing Michael to us and look forward to 
supporting and continuing to work with him. 
 
We propose to have Saturday morning recitals of organ 
and violin music in the church. Further details can be 
obtained from Michael or other members of the 
Ministry Team.  On Sunday the 18th November Adrian 
Ross of the Mission Aviation Fellowship is coming to 
St Ternan’s to give a talk about his mission.  This will 
take place during the normal Sermon slot at the 10.30 
service.  All are welcome to attend. 
 
The Rev John Allard is resigning from the Ministry 
Team due to his impending move from Newtonhill to 
Banchory. We wish him and Beryl well in their new 
home.  John’s guidance and help has been appreciated at 
St Ternan’s over these past few years. 

There are a number of groups operating within the 
church to develop and co-ordinate the work of mission 
and ministry within the different areas of community 
life. These are Pastoral Care, Bible Study during 
Advent, Worship and Liturgy, Book Club . Each of the 
Groups is open to anyone interested in exploring their 
gifts and work in these ways. 
 
St Ternan’s is continuing to operate with a Ministry 
Team under the direction of Rev Michael Sabell as 
Priest in Charge. The Ministry Team are as follows: 
      Rev Michael Sabell 01569  730625 
 Prof. John Usher  01569 731608 
 Eric Hargreaves  01569 730302 
 George Masson  01224 733583 
 
Please contact any of the above for help or information 
on marriages, baptisms, funerals, pastoral visiting etc. 
The church is open every day from 10am until 3pm 
You are welcome to join us in worship at the 10.30 
Family Eucharist on Sundays. Weekly services are held 
on major Saint Days and are advertised on the Church 
notice boards and in the magazine. 
 
                 St Mary’s Chapel, Blairs 
 
Mass is held every Sunday morning at 9am to which all 
are invited. 
 Father George Hutcheon  Tel: 876704 
 Deacon Peter Macdonald Tel: 780351 

 

  

Dingle Dell 
Gift and Garden Centre 

        Storybook Glen, Maryculter, Aberdeen 
                     Tel: 01224 732941 
 
     OPEN ALL YEAR, SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
 

Garden equipment 
Good quality hardy plants 
Childrens’ toys and gifts 
Pet food 
Large selection of cards and candles 
Large free car park 

 
No entry charge for visiting the Garden Centre 
                       or restaurant 
         
                
         
 
 
 
 
    Free coffee on production of this advert 
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 GRAMPIAN POLICE 
 

Road Safety remains a high priority for Grampian 
Police.  The Road Policing Department has been 
particularly busy over the summer months tackling 
offenders in and around North Kincardine.  Officers 
have maintained patrols on the roads throughout this 
area, with a number of vehicles stopped and drivers 
reported for various road traffic offences.  These 
offences have ranged from vehicles being driven at 
excessive speed and in a dangerous manner, to vehicles 
being used with defective and possibly dangerous parts.  
Tragically, there have been two fatal road accidents in 
the area in recent months.   
 
Grampian Police remains committed to improving road 
safety, reducing casualties and detecting offenders. 
 
Motorists are encouraged to drive in accordance with 
the prevailing road and traffic conditions and regularly 
check their vehicle lights, tyres and coolant / screen-
wash levels. 
 
It is always with great disappointment for the Police 
when we have to report that acts of vandalism have 
occurred in the area.  These mindless and apparently 
pointless types of offence can be upsetting for the 
victims, require a lot of police time when investigating 
and, because of the nature of the offence, often have 
few witnesses.  There have been three instances of 
vandalism reported in recent months – one of the 
cartoon character statues in Storybook Glen was 
defaced, and two properties in Blairs and Banchory-
Devenick had windows smashed.  None of these crimes 
have been detected to date. 
 
Grampian Police treats vandalism as a Priority Crime 
and are committed to reducing such acts as part of a 
Force-wide initiative. 
 
Recently, there have been two reported Breaches of the 
Peace, both in the Maryculter area, and offenders for 
each incident have been detected by police and reported 
to the Procurator Fiscal. 

 
PC Kirsty Lawie has recently joined the ranks of 
Grampian Police and is based at Portlethen Police 
Office as a Response Officer.  As part of her duties as a 
local ‘bobby’, she has taken on the role of Liaison 
Officer for the North Kincardine Community Council 
Area.  She has a background in Community Policing, 
and is committed to working hard to ensure that the 
quality of life of the residents in the beat area is not 
reduced by anti-social behaviour and crime.   
 
The staff at Portlethen Police Office would like to thank 
you for your continuing assistance and help in keeping 
our communities safe. 
 
Kirsty Lawie, Constable G0396 
Portlethen Police Office 
 
    Grampian Neighbourhood Watch 
 
This is now an independent organisation, which works 
closely with the Police and Crimestoppers.  It has a 
comprehensive website offering all sorts of advice and 
support,  for existing and proposed Neighbourhood 
Watch Groups as well as individuals. 
Website:    www.grampianwa.co.uk 
E-mail:      grampianwa@tiscali.co.uk 
Voicemail: 07971 309830 
Secretary:  David MacFarlane, 35 Abbotshall Crescent,  
                  Cults, Aberdeen 
 
At this time of year they remind us to look at our homes 
through the eyes of an opportunist thief:- 
 
• If no lights are visible during the evening, then 

the house is probably empty! 
 Do consider using a switch timer for at least one     
 table light. 
 
• Garden implements left outside?   
 Spades or even hand implements can be used to 
 smash windows to gain entry. 
 
• Garage or shed doors left open. 

 



 

 13 

 

 
Maryculter Driving for the Disabled 

 
The driving season closes at the end of September after 
another enjoyable season driving at Home Farm, 
Templars Park and Maryculter Woods.  The weather has 
been pretty awful this year. It is the end of August and I 
am still wearing a semmit!  It is unfortunate that we 
have to cancel when it rains, but the disabled are a 
vulnerable group and they cannot stand rain or cold.  
The numbers coming along on a Wednesday has 
increased to an average of 9 with a maximum of 12 at a 
session. When you include carers, helpers, tea ladies, 
and able bodied whips, there are usually about 32 
people at Home Farm on a Wednesday afternoon all 
enjoying themselves and interacting with the disabled.  I 
have to give a big thank you to each one of them, who 
give of their time and talents, to bring so much pleasure 
to people who have been disadvantaged in life. 
 
Xantha and Corbie, the pony and horse who so willingly 
pull the carriages, have done sterling work through the 
summer: extra carrots for them this winter!  The 
restraining straps we now use to hold the wheelchairs on 
the large carriage, have proved a great advantage over 
the clamps used previously; money well spent. Thanks 
to all you kind people who contributed to our 
fundraising effort for them, and to those who 
contributed to our event at the Plainstones in 
Stonehaven.  We raised £403 there selling homebakes, 
tea and coffee, plus a tombola. 
 
We will be ending the season by having a barbeque and 
fun competition on the 19th September where everyone 
is a winner!  Members of the Garioch Group will travel 
from Old Rayne to share the day with us.  Our Annual 
General Meeting and Christmas Meal will be held at the 
beginning of December; date and venue still to be 
finalised. 
 
We are always looking for new helpers to walk out with 
the disabled when they are driving the carriages.  You 
don’t need horse experience but you do need to be able 
to blether (there are more than a few of us about).  
Training days are held each season to explain about how 
the Group operates.  Please contact us and you will 
receive a warm welcome. 
 
We now have a website giving further information. 
www.maryculterrda.org.uk 
George Masson (Chairman)  Tel: 733583 
Caroline McTaggart (Secretary)  Tel: 734093 

      
   
            The Weather 
 
I min fan a loon gaun barfit tae squeel 
Eence ma skin grew richt hard nae a thing did I feel 
Stibble parks an roch steens I could rin thro them a’ 
Speil spoots an heich trees, nae bother ava 
 
Fan caller days cam the tackety beets 
Eence again pitten on, foo they fired a’ ma queets 
As I hirpled an hottert tae the place o’ ma learnin 
For fine days an bare feet ma young hert wis yearnin 
 
Weel wir seasons hiv changed, it’s dumfoonert us a’ 
In the winter we’ve sunshine, in summertime sna’ 
In the spring o’ the eer we hae hard grippin frost 
Gires tatties an seedies, a’ nippit an lost 
 
Is’t robots or atoms fleein high up abeen 
Is’t Russians or Yanks, takin trips tae the moon 
Fur ever’s the cause o’t, fa evers tae blame 
God’s Handy Work Natur’, mere man canna tame 
 
This poem is by the late Stanley Clark Duncan 
Robertson or SCARDOGAN, from Banchory-Devenick 
reproduced from his book ‘Nae fae a learned pen’ 
www.scardogan.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
MARYCULTER CARRIAGE 
              DRIVING CENTRE 
 
 Learn the art and tradition of carriage driving 
 Arrive in a horse-drawn carriage for your wedding 
 Enjoy a farm tour and riverside drive 
 Visit our unique carriage collection 
 Bring disabled friends for a drive 
 Let us take you for a drive to mark a special occasion 
 
   We can do all this and much more with our  
   experienced horses and ponies. 
   We also have a self-contained flat overlooking the  
  River Dee—ideal for business visits or short breaks. 
 

Jane and Ewan MacInnes, Home Farm, Maryculter 
Tel: 01224 732710 and 17889 340362 
Email:  homefarmmcdc@lineone.net 

www.marycultercarriages.co.uk 
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Maryculter House Hotel 

tel: 01224 732124 
 

                Wedding Exhibition 
Sunday 14th October 2007 

Free admission 
 

Murder Mystery Dinner 
Friday 26th October 2007 

4 course dinner and entertainment  
 

Murder Mystery Weekend 
24th -25th November 2007 

Weekend includes dinner, entertainment, 
bed & breakfast and 

finishing with lunch on the Sunday - 
£99.00 per person 

 
Maconical Joke Restaurant 
Friday 16th November 2007 

5 course menu and entertainment for 
only £29.95 pp 

 
Ghost Story Telling Evening 

Friday 23rd November 2007 
 4 course menu with ghost story telling 

over coffee  
 

   The Priory fine dining restaurant 
Gourmet Dinners on Friday, Saturday 

and Sunday evenings only 
7 courses plus coffee for £32.50 per 

person 
 

Office Party Nights 
December 21st and 22nd December 
Choice menu, transport for groups 

Resident Disco     £36.95 pp 
Stayover for £31.00 pp bed & breakfast  

Sharing a twin/double room 
& January Saturday 5th - £29.95 pp 

 
Christmas Day Luncheon Carvery 

 in Poachers Pocket and the Templar 
Suite 

Choice menu Adults £49.45 pp Children 
under 12 £24.75 pp 

 
Christmas Luncheon, Priory Restaurant 

Choice menu £59.95 Adults 
 

Scrooge’s Family Carvery Lunch 
Wednesday 26th December 

Choice menu Adults £18.95 pp Children 
under 12 £9.25 pp 

 
Family & Friends Ceilidh 
Thursday 27th December 

 Three course Scottish menu and dancing 
to our resident ceilidh band 

Adults £18.45 pp Children under 12 £9.25  

            
 Snippets 
 
When pot holes appear in your roads 
Let Aberdeenshire Council know about them before they cause an 
accident 
E-mail: roads@aberdeenshire.gov.uk       or Tel: 0845 081205 
  
 
Do you keep back copies of South Deeside View? 
We have a copy of every issue since SDV began in March 1998, 
except Spring 2004.  If you find one lurking in your library, loo or 
wherever, could you please lend it to the editors for copying and 
returning.  This would complete our archive. 
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REPRESENTATION 

        North Kincardine  -  a New Ward 
 
As I write it is more than three months since the local 
government elections on May 3, 2007.  There have been 
many changes.  For you it is having four local 
councillors in the enlarged Aberdeenshire ward of North 
Kincardine.  For me, it is sharing a ward with three 
other councillors.  You are now in the position of being 
able to approach any one of us if you have a problem.  It 
would be best, of course, if you approached only one 
councillor to avoid duplication of work. 
 
What changes have there been for councillors?  I can 
speak only of my own experience, but not unnaturally, I 
am now receiving queries from all over the ward.  It 
certainly leads to greater variety in my dealings with 
constituents. 
 
Residents have been posing a number of questions on 
the new set-up, so here are some of the most common:- 
 
How do I know which councillor to contact if I have a 
problem?  We are all North Kincardine councillors 
therefore you may contact any one of us. 
 
Have the councillors divided out specific geographical 
areas and/or particular areas of expertise or interest?  
No.  Having two new councillors it is advisable that 
they gain experience in all areas of constituency work. 
 
How many councillors will attend Community Council 
meetings?  North Kincardine Rural CC and Newtonhill, 
Muchalls and Camachmore CC have indicated that they 
would like to see all their local council representatives 
at their meetings.  Depending on commitments, each 
councillor will decide when he will attend. 
 
After the Kincardine and Mearns Area committee 
meeting on July 31, the North Kincardine councillors 
met with William Munro (Area Manager) to discuss 
areas of common interest.  Among these were:- 
 
• We agreed that we must get Portlethen and 

district CC up and running again as soon as 
possible. 

• There were concerns about the road layout near 
the Lairhillock Inn.  This will be checked. 

• Councillors’ surgeries.  It was agreed that if they 
are held, all councillors should be present and  
they should be held in different places in the ward 

                                Councillor Carl Nelson 
 
All four councillors and their contact details can be 
found on the back page. 
 
We plan to ask each councillor to contribute to South 
Deeside View in future, once each has had time to get to 
know this rural area. 

Back in May I was elected as one of the four councillors 
for the new North Kincardine ward. Since then I have 
been finding my feet in the strange world of local 
authority officialdom.  Like any new job, it takes a little 
time to find your feet. Hopefully my enthusiasm will 
make up for my lack of knowledge. 
  
I have attended meetings of the North Kincardine Rural 
Community Council, which I have found helpful in 
getting to grips with the issues facing the area. I was 
encouraged to find a healthy community council, with 
knowledgeable and hard-working members.  I have 
managed to help with a few issues so far across the 
ward. If I can be of assistance please do not hesitate to 
contact me either by E-mail, letter, or phone.  
     Councillor Ian Mollison 
  
 
              Local Council Elections 
 
May I say how much I enjoyed the election campaign, 
and I offer my congratulations to the successful 
candidates.  My only concern is that the northern, rural 
side of the ward does not have a specifically local 
candidate, but I am sure our four elected members will 
do their best to represent all interests in their ward.  I 
seemed to spend most of my time on the doorsteps 
explaining the new multi-member ward system and how 
the re-allocation of votes works, but a number of 
important local issues were raised.   
 
I was pleased to find a good community spirit across the 
whole area, and I just want to say a big thank you to all 
those of you who supported me at the ballot box and 
helped in other ways.  I gather Abraham Lincoln made 
10 unsuccessful attempts before he was finally elected 
US president – so who knows, I may try again!  
                                         Henry Irvine-Fortescue 
 
 

 

 
Squeaky CLEAN 

HOME-CLEANING SERVICES 
 

• QUALIFIED TO BICS STANDARD (BRITISH 
INSTITUTE OF CLEANING SCIENCE). 
• FULL STANDARD DISCLOSURE CHECK 
PROVIDED BY THE SCOTTISH CRIMINAL 
RECORDS AUTHORITY. 
• FULLY INSURED. 
• Very reasonable rates. 
• Senior Citizens at reduced rate. 
If you are interested, feel free to contact me on…. 

 
Mob: 07709 281414 
E-mail:  john@leishman49.freeserve.co.uk 
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REPRESENTATION 

   Sir Robert Smith MP       
 
Good communications are vital to the well being of the 
economy and social life here in rural North East 
Scotland.    The growing use of competition to bring 
efficiencies to post and telephone providers makes it all 
the more important that regulators look at the rules to 
ensure rural communities do not lose out. 
 
In the past, large public utilities have at times cross-
subsidised their rural delivery from other parts of the 
business due to their public service ethos.   Now that 
their profitable services are being cherry picked by 
competitors, they have to think twice about the level of 
spend in rural areas. 
 
This is where it is crucial that the regulators ensure their 
licence to operate requires them to meet basic standards 
of service.   In the case of delivering our letters, the 
regulator needs to seriously think of introducing a levy 
on competitors who only take the profitable business to 
ensure Royal Mail can still run a proper rural network. 
 
At the same time there are customers still waiting to get 
an effective basic broadband connection when the 
industry is busy discussing new high speed 
networks.   It is rural areas where such services can 
make the most difference, reducing the need to 
commute and ensuring full engagement in wider society. 
 
The growth of competition also means many customer 
service providers are not directly responsible for 
maintaining the telephone line, yet the customer cannot 
deal direct with those responsible when there is a 
fault.   I would be keen to hear from readers of the 
South Deeside View about their experiences both 
positive and negative when it comes to handling 
connection and communication problems.  
 
You can write to me at 6, Dee Street, Banchory, 
 AB31 5ST , via E- mail at bobsmit@cix.co.uk  
or Tel: 01330 820330. 
 

            Mike Rumbles  MSP 
 
It is great to see the new school at Lairhillock 
operational.  The old Netherley School was one of the 
first I visited as a new MSP and I was shocked to see 
the conditions in which our children were expected to 
learn. I  know our teachers and support staff did a 
tremendous job in difficult circumstances so it is great 
to see that these new facilities are appreciated. 
 
One of the major issues facing our youngsters though is 
to ensure that their journeys to and from school are as 
safe as possible.  It was a relief that no one was 
seriously hurt in the accident involving the school bus 
last December but it served to emphasise the concern 
surrounding the fact that our children still travelled to 
and from school in buses which were not equipped with 
seat belts. 
 
I was pleased to see that Brian Souter, the Chief 
Executive of the Stagecoach Group has now confirmed 
that the school bus allocated to this route would now be 
complete with seat belts.  In January he sent me the 
incident report and I have followed this up with him. 
While this may have produced the required result for the 
children travelling on this route, I know that there are 
other buses taking children to and from school which 
remain unequipped with seatbelts. 
 
As the law stands seat belts are not required on all 
school buses.  Road safety is a ‘reserved’ matter for the 
House of Commons and our Westminster government 
seems unwilling to change the law here.  So the only 
way to ensure that we do indeed get all our local school 
buses equipped with seat belts is to insist that the 
contracts which the Council enter into with local bus 
companies demand it. These contracts are not up for 
renewal until August 2010, so any change could be at 
least three years off. 
 
There is a committee of the Council looking into what 
can be done before this date.  Any move to make 
seatbelts compulsory on all school transport before the 
contracts come up for renewal in 2010 would mean re-
negotiated contracts.  However, I am convinced that it is 
absolutely essential to ensure that this situation is 
addressed properly and that all our children can travel to 
and from school in safety. 
 
I would suggest that anyone who feels likewise should 
make their views known to our four Councillors for 
North Kincardineshire, whose contacts are on the back 
page. 
 
Mike Rumbles MSP, 6 Dee Street, Banchory  
AB31 5ST    Tel:01330 820268 
mike.rumbles.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 
 

 
 
    ALL STARS DOG TRAINING SCHOOL 
 
          Puppy and obedience classes 
 
         Introduction to agility sessions 
 
   At Cookney Hall on Wednesday evenings 
     and Kingswells, Tuesday evenings 
 
   contact 
   Yvonne Reid,    Tel: 865249 / 07774 132519 
 Wendy Wright,    Tel: 01561 377232  
                                     and 07742 106148 
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REPRESENTATION 

At the NKRCC Annual General Meeting in June, two 
new councillors for the Maryculter ward were elected. 
Sylvia Pike has been serving as a co-opted member 
since last year and Hazel Witte has previously served on 
the NKRCC including a period of time as Chair.  In 
addition a number of other councillors were re-elected 
for another term of three years.  So, with the exception 
of one vacancy for Maryculter we have once again been 
able to form a full committee. 
 
As I reported at the AGM, last year’s business has been 
dominated by the proposed Aberdeen Western 
Peripheral route.  Earlier in the year, we submitted a 
comprehensive letter of objection on many aspects of 
the proposed route, and more recently wrote to the 
Scottish Executive welcoming the decision to review 
the current proposals. With the imminent publication of 
the Local Road Orders, this topic will inevitably 
continue to be a major issue for the local community 
and thus the NKRCC for the next year! 
 
We are actively involved in a number of other issues 
which could profoundly affect this area, including the 
proposed development around Blairs College and the 
potential wind farm on Meikle Carewe in Netherley. If 
you have any comments on these matters please do get 
in contact with us. 
 
If you would like to get involved with the NKRCC there 
are a number of ways to do so including: 
 
• Attend the monthly meetings which are open to 

 everyone, and are normally held on the third 
 Monday of each month at 7.30 pm in the 
 Maryculter Community (Corbie) Hall, beside the   
Old Mill Inn. 

•  As a co-opted member, either for Maryculter, or 
 if you have some special skills or knowledge to 
 bring to the Committee 
• Pass on information or concerns through the 

NKRCC website (www.nkrcc.org.uk) or by 
telephone to any of the NKRCC committee 
whose names and how to contact them are on 
notice boards throughout our area. 

• Look out for notification of speakers  
 
Finally I want to say a big thank you to Kevin Park who 
left the Committee at the AGM after several years of 
very active service, including latterly as Treasurer.  
                                        Mike Birch    Chair – NKRCC 
 
 

                  The 200+ Club 
It will soon be that time again.  Community councillors 
will knock on doors between November and January, 
asking you to join the Club. This is a form of lottery 
governed by a Local Authority gaming licence.  The 
200 and more £5 tickets sold raise more than a thousand 
pounds, at least half of which must be returned to 
participants as a cash prize.  Draws are made at each 
Community Council meeting and cheques from £5 to 
£50 posted to the winners.  Here are those who have 
been successful so far this year:- 
M. Alpine, Blairs; H. Badeil, Maryculter; C. Broadley, 
Maryculter; J. Bruce, Stonehaven; N Caffyn, 
Maryculter; C. Flockhart, Newtonhill; P. Grainger, 
Maryculter; J. Haig, Netherley; E. Harrison, Banchory-
Devenick; J.Hoyle, Maryculter; E.MacLellan, 
Invergordon; I.Mackie, Aberdeen; R. Mann, Cookney; 
R. Millar, Bridge of Muchalls;I Morrison, Netherley;  
J.Murison, Inverurie; C.Park, Maryculter; F.Simpson, 
Maryculter; A Wallace, Durris; R. Wood, Banchory-
Devenick 
 
The remaining money is available for local good causes.  
This year grants have been given to Maryculter Driving 
for the Disabled to upgrade trailers, Netherley and 
Maryculter Schools towards farewell mementoes, 
Corbie Hall for replacement of handrails, and a vacuum 
cleaner for the Scout and Guide Hut. 
 
Clubs and societies are invited to apply for small grants, 
giving good reasons, and to come and speak at the next 
Community Council meeting if they wish. 
 
So, when you are invited to buy a ticket, you can be sure 
that not only are your chances of success thousands of 
times higher than the National Lottery, but that your 
money will be used within the community for the 
common good.  Do contact one of your Community 
Councillors if you have not been given the opportunity 
to join in this scheme by mid January. 
Secretary:  Robert Keeler, Howieshill, Netherley, 
Stonehaven AB39 3SN  Tel: 01569 764436  
 E.mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk 
 

 
BOOKING OF HALLS AND GROUNDS  
 
Corbie Hall and field    Carol Masson       Tel: 733583 
           Carol.masson@tiscali.net 
M-C Church Hall and Glebe field  Rev. Bruce                
Gardner      Ministerofbdmc@aol.com        Tel: 735776     
Scout and Guide Hut Les Paterson        Tel: 868676 
    lesardoe@aol.com 
Cookney Hall             Willy Angus   Tel: 01569 730123 
Blairs College Hall    John Evans-Freke    Tel: 867626 
Lairhillock School     Marian Youngson   
             Tel: 01569 732520   
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    PLANNING 
 
Blairs 
1999  first saw the application to build 281 houses, golf 
course  etc. and to convert the College to a hotel /
conference centre.   The justification for this massive 
development in the Green Belt appeared to be that it 
would enable the owners to rescue the College, and 
other buildings, from further deterioration.   NKRCC 
opposed this application from the outset.  Eventually – 
in Dec 2006, the Council refused permission.   Within a 
couple of weeks of that refusal, a second, almost 
identical application had been submitted, and then the 
Muir Group appealed against the refusal and demanded 
a Public Inquiry. 
 
That Inquiry will now start on November 6 this year and 
should take about a week.   The Community Council 
and the Green Wedge will appear, allied with 
Aberdeenshire  Council in opposing the Muir Group. 
 
The reasons for refusing permission were: 
1 The 281 houses would be in the Green Belt. 
2  It would affect the landscape character and 
 quality of the Green Belt 
3    281 houses would go against all ‘sustainability’ 
 principles e.g. hundreds of additional cars 
 regularly commuting with all their consequent 
 emissions 
4 That the proposed development would not be 

associated with any existing settlement, as 
required by the Local Plan. 

 
Those were exactly the grounds on which NKRCC 
originally objected, and we are pleased to see that the 
Council has come round to our point of view !  So the 
Council, NKRCC  and Green Wedge will all be  
opposing the Muir Group at the Inquiry in what is, in 
our view, an attempt to get approval for a major  
housing scheme in the Green Belt by using the 
smokescreen of ‘saving Blairs’. 
 
Elsewhere in our area, the ‘Executive Cowsheds’ at 
Stripesides are finished, stand unused and are boarded 
up, waiting for......... exactly what ?   (Answers on a 
postcard please.) 
 
Lairhillock School has been in use since Easter but we 
all await the completion of the associated roadworks;  
due for completion BEFORE the school was occupied; 
then for completion this Summer (after the ‘amazing 
discovery’ of trout in the Monquich Burn ); now due for 
completion at some future date due, we understand, to 
the suspected presence of otters near the new bridge as 
well as trout and salmon.   One wonders why otters 
couldn’t just swim around the bridge once it was built. 
 
Finally, a new application is in to construct wind 
turbines on Meikle Carewe (the low hill on your right 
as you travel south towards Stonehaven on the B979, 
just before the series of bad bends). This is for 12 

turbines well over 200 feet high, almost identical to the 
first proposal. 
 
The first application by the developers (RES) in 2000/1 
was turned down as they were deemed by the elected 
members to be visually intrusive; would affect the 
amenity of those living nearest and would affect TV 
reception with their ‘shadow’ over a very wide area.   
Nothing that we have seen from the same developers  
convinces us that these problems have been overcome.    
This is virtually the same proposal in the same area.  In 
addition, the newest Local Plan now specifically states 
that wind turbines should avoid ridgelines (Policy 7 ) !   
Further,  elected members thought that the view from 
Black Hill in Stonehaven was important enough to 
warrant protecting from intrusive developments, and 
what does one see from Black Hill - Meikle Carewe of 
course.  The Reporter who refused the Garvock turbines 
stated “Very tall structures....close to the ridgeline 
would adversely affect the landscape character of the 
area”.   Exactly.    
 
For those who objected last time – YOU MUST WRITE 
AGAIN - objections are not carried over to similar 
applications.    Nothing has changed – turbines produce 
ridiculously small amounts of electricity, are unreliable 
and need conventional power stations to back them up, 
quite apart from their impact on people and landscape. 
 
The address is: 
 Planning Dept., Viewmount, Arduthie Rd, Stonehaven 
AB39 2DQ.  or 
e-mail:  km.planapps@ aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
The Planning Reference number is:  2006 / 3934 
For further information, please contact one of your 
Community Councillors. 
      Robin Winmill 
 
 

  
  NORTH  BURNSIDE KENNELS 
     AND CATTERY 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   
“where part of your family  

becomes part of ours” 
 

               Tel 01224  733474 
Netherley Road, Burnside, Maryculter 

 

 



 

 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The new SNP Transport Minister Stewart Stevenson has 
announced a one year delay to the Aberdeen Western 
Peripheral Route, causing further anxiety for those 
affected by this expensive, unnecessary and ineffective 
road scheme.   

When the Road Orders for the new Milltimber Brae 
route were announced in December 2006 an 
unprecedented number of local people wrote in to 
object.  More than 7 thousand five hundred sent in 
comments and objections; making the AWPR 
Scotland’s most unpopular road.  To our dismay we 
have now discovered that Transport Scotland issued 
those Road Orders prematurely, driven by the demands 
of the former Liberal Democrat Transport Minister 
Tavish Scott.  The timetable for the road has now had to 
be delayed because the timetable set by Tavish Scott 
could not be met.   

There has also been a massive mistake by Transport 
Scotland – one which we will all have to pay for as 
taxpayers.  The Road Orders were published 
prematurely, without adequate arrangements for 
consulting the public.  They will now have to be 
published again with a longer period for everyone to 
respond.  In addition the costly environmental appraisal 
by Jacobs Babtie – bringing in tens of millions of 
pounds to the fortunate consultants – will have to be 
reissued to conform with legislation passed by the 
Scottish Parliament only days after the earlier appraisal 
was issued.  We think that our original objections to the 
Road Orders will stand — but we will probably have to 
submit new ones to make sure that our views are fully 
taken into account.   

The SNP has asked for a financial review of all 
transport projects inherited from the previous Liberal 
Democrat Minister.  We hear from Holyrood sources 
that Audit Scotland has concerns over the budget for the 
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route, and that there has 
consequently been a delay in making any announcement 
about the costs.  Whether these concerns will ever 
emerge publicly is not yet clear.  Road Sense is pressing 
for more information from the Minister, MSPs and local 
Councils on the real costs of the AWPR.  We know that 
they will be much higher than current forecasts.  The 
real question is whether those costs were deliberately 
underestimated by Transport Scotland, perhaps on the 
orders of Tavish Scott, or whether this was yet another 
‘mistake’.  Both the City and the Shire will of course 
have to pay a substantial part of the extra costs. 

So, towards the end of this month or the beginning of 
next, the Road Orders will be issued all over again.  A 
new Environmental Statement will be issued (which we 
will have to pay to see for the second time), and new 

Stop-Up Orders will be issued.  The latter will announce 
that some of our local roads will have to be shut either 
temporarily or permanently to allow road building to go 
ahead.  Some people very close to the route will receive 
Compulsory Purchase Orders, where they will be 
compelled to sell their houses to the AWPR Team for 
demolition.  In a way they will be the lucky ones.  Many 
more people will have the road inflicted upon them with 
minimal or no compensation. 

This road will not achieve what it sets out to do.  It will 
not relieve congestion in Aberdeen as it is too far out 
from the City.  It will be extremely costly – certainly 
more than we can afford.  Above all, it is not a 
sustainable solution to our transport problems here in 
the North East.  We could make a major difference to 
travel within and outside the City at a fraction of the 
cost of the AWPR.  

If enough people object to the AWPR then a Public 
Inquiry into the route is inevitable.  We have always 
known that Transport Scotland does not wish to have 
the underlying arguments for a by-pass looked at too 
closely, as they will not stand up to close scrutiny.   We 
have now learned that pressure is being placed on the 
new SNP Minister to restrict the Public Inquiry to 
purely technical issues over the route, rather than the 
question of whether a by-pass is actually needed.  You 
may wish to write to the Minister to express your 
concern about the way the AWPR is being pushed 
through without regard for its merits, and with little 
concern over the costs to taxpayers.  His name is 
Stewart Stevenson MSP, and his address is the Scottish 
Parliament, Edinburgh EH11 1SP Tony Hawkins, 
secretary  Tel: 868984 

E-mail:a.hawkins@btconnect.com  www.road-sense.org 

 
           Artists and the Road 
 
A group of artists living near the proposed and 
controversial Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route are 
staging an exhibition at The Workshop, Kingcausie, 
Maryculter from 15 to 24 September as part of the 
North East Open Studios programme. 
 
The artists will express themselves through sculpture, 
painting, ceramics, poetry and photography, on the 
human impact and damaging effect such a gargantuan 
engineering project will have on the environment and 
wildlife.  Kingcausie Estate, home of the Irvines since 
1535, and a Site of Interest to Natural Science, stands to 
lose valuable habitats and the destruction of ancient 
woodland, home to important species of birds, flora and 
fauna, should the road go ahead.  Part of the proceeds 
will go to Road Sense. 
 
Opening times are Saturdays 11-4; Sundays closed; 
Mon - Wed 11-2; Thurs, Fri 5-8. 
Contact Hazel Irvine-Fortescue, Tel: 735121 
NEOS website: www.northeastopenstudios.co.uk 
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   REPRESENTATION 
 
MP   Sir Robert Smith 
 Tel: 01330 820330       Fax: 01330 820338 
          bobsmith@cix.co.uk 
MSP Mike Rumbles 
 Tel: 01330 820268       Fax: 01330 820106 
          mike.rumbles.msp@scottishparliament.uk 
 
                    COUNCILLORS 
Alastair Bews  Tel: 01224 784594 
33 Bruntland Court, Portlethen 
E-mail: cllr.a.bews@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Paul Melling  Tel: 01224 784534 
51 Broomfield Road, Portlethen 
E-mail:  cllr.p.melling@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Ian Mollison   Tel: 01569 739087 
11 Greystone Place, Newtonhill, Stonehaven AB39 3UL 
E-mail:cllr.i.mollison@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Carl Nelson   Tel: 01569 730733 
21 Dunnyfell Road, Muchalls, Stonehaven AB39 3RP 
E-mail:  cllr.c.nelson@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Aberdeenshire Council   
Viewmount,     
Arduthie Road,    
Stonehaven.   www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
AB39 2DQ 
         
  POLICE 
Emergencies  Tel: 999 
All non-emergencies Tel: 0845 600 5700 
Crimestoppers  Tel: 0800 555 111 
Drugs Information Line Tel: 0800 371553 
 
 
  SERVICES 
Bluebird buses 
No. 103  Aberdeen to Laurencekirk via Banchory- 
      Devenick and Netherley 
No. 204, Aberdeen to Strachan via Maryculter and    
     Blairs 
  Tel:  212266 or 591381 
 E-mail:Public.transport@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Dial a Trip 
Bus service with tail lift for concession card and taxi 
card holders.   Tel: 01569 765765 
 
Library    
The mobile van visits Netherley, Maryculter and 
Banchory-Devenick fortnightly on Wednesday or 
Thursday. 
Jaqueline Geekie   Tel: 01651 872707 
 
Window cleaning 
Martin Pilley         Tel: 01261 815411 

  EVENTS CALENDAR 
September 
Wed     12  Maryculter WRI ‘Recycling’ 
Saturday15 Artists Exhibition begins, Kincausie 
  CLICK coffee morning, Corbie Hall 
Monday 19 Community Council 
  Netherley WRI, talk on Crathes Castle 
Friday    28 McMillan Coffee Morning 
October 
Thursday 4 Friendship Club summer lunch 
Friday     5 Church Harvest Home, Cookney Hall 
Saturday 6 Doric Festival concert, Cookney Hall 
Wed      10  Maryculter WRI, ‘Colours’ 
Monday 15 Community Council 
  Netherley WRI 
  Schools two week break 
Friday    19 Friendship Club basket whist 
November 
Thursday  1 Friendship Club winter session begins 
Wed       14  Maryculter WRI, Basket Whist Drive 
Saturday 17 Ceilidh in Cookney Hall 
Monday 19  Community Council 
  Netherley WRI, Antarctic ship expedition 
December 
Saturday 1  Church coffee morning and Christmas sales 
Wed     12  Maryculter WRI, ‘Try and Taste’ 
Friday   21  School term ends 
January 
Monday  4 School term begins 
Wed       9   Maryculter WRI, ‘Little Drops Charity  
                       Trust’ 
Monday 21 Community Council 
  Netherley WRI –Good health for women 
Friday    25 Church Burns supper 
February 
Wed      13   Maryculter WRI  ‘Maritime Rescue’ 
Monday 18  Community Council 
  Netherley WRI, cake demonstration 
  School half term day 
March 
Wed      12  Maryculter WRI Birthday Party 
Friday    21 School term ends 
Monday 24 Community Council 
  Netherley WRI, annual party 
April  
Monday  7 School term begins 
Wed       9   Maryculter WRI ‘Scottish Night’ 
Monday 21 Community Council   

 
Editors:     Hazel Witte      Tel: 732738 
          Monearn, Maryculter  AB12 5GT 
          witte@dsl.pipex.com 
 
  Pam Robertson        Tel: 863887 
  2 Little Banchory Mews, 
  Banchory-Devenick   AB12 5XS  
  pambyers@btinternet.com 
 
       Please send copy for the Spring issue of  
    YOUR NEWSLETTER by March 15, 2008 


