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Welcome to the new issue. 
 
Yes, spring is in the air! The oystercatchers have come inland to 
nest, larks are singing as they ascend in the sunshine, while daffodil 
buds are bursting into colour. 
 
There is so much going on in our rural area of Banchory-Devenick, 
Blairs, Maryculter, Cookney and Netherley.  Thanks to our many 
contributors, this issue is packed with local information.  But are 
there any activities near you that we don’t know about?  Perhaps 
there are folk in our area whose exploits / skills / successes should 
be shared?  If so, please inform the editors so that we can be more 
comprehensive in the next issue. 
 
We liaise with, but are independent from North Kincardine Rural 
Community Council, whose members, as well as their friends and 
family deliver our newsletter; your assistance much appreciated!  
 
You will find an events diary on the back page, along with a handy 
list of addresses.  Other contact information is at the end of each 
section.   
 
All phone numbers are Aberdeen listed (01224) unless otherwise 
indicated. 
 
We are most grateful to those local businesses who support us with 
advertising.  Our other source of income is the annual plant sale  
(see left), and together they nearly cover our printing costs.  
 
We need YOU to keep us up to date, so do contact us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 
Editors:     Hazel Witte      Tel: 732738 
          Monearn, Maryculter,  AB12 5GT 
          witte@dsl.pipex.com 
 
  Carolyn Morrison    Tel: 732026 
  Corbie Cottage, Maryculter   AB12 5FT 
  Carolyn@paragon-systems.co.uk 

           PLANT SALE 
 
We are holding a sale 
of garden plants: 
bushes, herbaceous, 
herbs, vegetables and 
anything else green 
and growing!  It will 
be  on Monday May 21 
at 6.30pm at Corbie 
Hall, Maryculter before the Community 
Council meeting. 
 
This is a request for those extra cuttings 
and divisions, any surplus annuals you 
may be growing as well as prized 
specimens which demonstrate your own 
green fingers! 
All contributions will be welcome, as will 
help at the sale, and of course buyers! 
Please contact us well beforehand so that 
we can co-ordinate the sale. 
 
Rob Winmill     Tel: 01569 730308 
Hazel Witte     Tel: 732738 
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              YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Maryculter Playgroup  
runs weekday mornings from 9:30 to 12 during term 
time in Corbie Hall next to the Old Mill Inn.  Children 
are welcome from ages 2 1/2 to 5 years and funded 
places are available from age 3. The Playgroup is run in 
accordance with the pre-school 3-5 curriculum.  We 
recently had a very successful inspection by HM 
Inspectorate of Education who found that we had made 
"good progress in overtaking the key recommendations 
from the previous inspection”.  There are currently 
places available and we are taking applications for the 
next academic year.  For any other information please 
contact the Playgroup direct on: 07765 525317  
      The Playgroup will have an Open Week from 
Monday 28 May to Friday 1 June.  Please drop in any 
day between 11am and noon to join in the fun and pick 
up more information. 
     We will have a stall at the Culter Gala on Saturday 26 
May at Culter School Field. This year's theme is ‘Pirates 
of the Culter Burn’ and promises to be great fun for all 
the family. 
     Maryculter Playgroup require a friendly and 
enthusiastic play-leader from 9am to 12:30pm during 
term time. The days are negotiable and qualifications are 
not necessary if the applicant is willing to take on 
training. The position is subject to Disclosure Scotland.  
Contact Frances: 732161 to discuss. 
  
  
Maryculter Babies and Toddlers 
meet in Maryculter Church Hall, Kirkton of Maryculter 
on Thursday mornings 9:30 to 11:30 during term time. 
It’s a great chance for mums, grandmas, dads or any 
other carers to meet for a coffee and a chat and swap tips 
and local information. It’s also a good opportunity for 
the children to get to know others with whom they will 
eventually start school.  We welcome anyone with 
children from birth to 2 1/2 from Maryculter, Netherley, 
Banchory-Devenick and the surrounding areas.  
Contact Jill: 739239 for more information. 
     On Thursday 22/3/07 our usual meeting will be a 
‘Coffee Break’ to raise funds for the Meningitis Trust 
and everyone is welcome.  
 
 
Maryculter Brownies 
 
The Brownies continue to meet at the Scout and Guide 
Hut on Thursdays between 6.30 and 8pm.  Our ‘bulge’ 
of ten year olds have now moved on and for the first 
time in ages we have some vacancies.  You would think 
it might be quieter, but no, we are a lively bunch who are 
currently enjoying games and other activities from 
around the world.  We are looking forward to getting out 
and about when the weather warms up.   
Any girls between 7 and 10 who would like to join us 
should contact Elaine Davies  Tel: 01569 730374 or  
Lynne Murphy  Tel: 01330 811500 

Maryculter Guides 
Our 10 to 14 year olds meet in the Scout and Guide Hut 
on Tuesdays from 7.30 to 9pm. Thinking Day on 
February 25 was a great success, and we look forward 
to doing tracking and ‘cook-outs’ during the lighter 
evenings.  Seven are going camping in Swizerland for a 
fortnight at the start of the school holidays –what a 
thrill!  We have a few vacancies so do come and join us. 
Dianne Brown  Tel:  734687  or e-mail 
peteradambrown@tiscali.co.uk 

 

Maryculter Rangers 
We are a laid back bunch of teenage girls with an open 
mind and a have-a-go attitude. We come up with the 
ideas for our meetings, draw up the plans and then make 
them happen – simple.  Three of us formed a band to 
compete in Girlguiding’s National Talent Competition 
and are through to the regional heat in March.  
Therefore should ‘Me, Myself and My Broken Legs’ 
make it big you know where you heard of them first! 
We usually meet once a fortnight on a Monday from 
7.30-9.30pm and we’d love some new girls to join us, 
so pick up the phone or drop us an e-mail for the date 
our next meeting. Contact Jackie on  869668 or e-mail 
jac212@btinternet.com or Elaine on 01569 730374 
 

 
Make a difference in your community! Give a 
few hours of your time as a Guide volunteer. 
 
Do you live near Maryculter? Do you have a few hours every 
week that you could give to the Guides?  When two leaders 
moved away recently, we reluctantly had to close the 
Rainbows at Christmas. We are currently looking to recruit 
two female leaders plus helpers to run the Rainbow unit - for 
five to seven year old girls.  
 
Your role will involve working through a fun and varied 
programme of activities, including art, themed events and 
outdoor fun. Being a Guider can be a challenge, but you are a 
part of a structured network , locally, regionally and nationally. 
There are a lot of opportunities and training is available 
locally.  
 
Whether it’s a great sense of satisfaction, learning new skills, 
having fun or meeting new friends, the lives of 11,000 women 
in Scotland have been enhanced and enriched by being a part 
of the most famous female organisation in the world.  
 
Any female between 18 and 65 is eligible to apply for the 
positions. Each applicant will be subject to a Criminal Records 
Bureau (CRB) Disclosure, also know as a Police Check. 
Volunteers need to complete a simple application form, which 
then gets sent to the CRB. Your details are then checked 
against the Police National Computer system. 
 
Please contact the District Commissioner for Lower Deeside, 
 Lynn Murphy on 01330 811500 or e-mail 
lynnmurphy100@hotmail.co.uk. 
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     Corbie Park and Community Hall, 
   Maryculter 
 
The mild winter has meant that the condition of the 
football field has been generally good, the main damage 
being done by moles.  Have we a mole-catcher in the 
community?  Anyone with theories of how to eradicate 
them is welcome to have a go—just don’t dynamite the 
playing surface! 
 
Our plans to build new changing rooms are progressing.  
We have been awarded a substantial Lottery grant, and 
are in regular consultation with Sport Scotland, the 
awarding body, so that we fulfil all their requirements 
before the money is actually ours. We hope to hear soon 
whether Aberdeenshire Council will also back the 
project with a 25% grant.  Once that is in place we must 
complete our own share of fund raising, so that we can 
start construction after the Trades Holiday fortnight. 
   
Can you help the committee to raise funds or provide a 
donation?  Could you check whether your company 
holds a ‘pot of cash’ for community projects?  Any 
support will be much appreciated, and the hall 
improvements will be there for us all to enjoy. 
 
The committee invite any groups or individuals who 
could use the hall or field for meetings, social events etc 
to contact:- 
Carol Masson, booking secretary   Tel: 733583 
 
  
Farewell to Jim and Mary  
 
Jim and Mary Ewen who have lived at 1 Millbank 
Maryculter for 45 years have decided to move to their 
ideal retirement ‘hoosie’ in Banchory.   Jim has been a 
Trustee at Corbie Park and a very active member of the 
Maryculter Community Hall Committee, cutting the 
grass and generally being the man to call on when 
something needs doing!  He has been seen washing the 
windows at Maryculter Church,  ringing the bell on a 
Sunday morning and very often lying on the road 
outside his house under a car, carrying out repairs for 
folk in the community. 
 
Good luck Jim and Mary from all your friends and 
neighbours at Maryculter - you will be sorely missed. 
  

    YOUTH ACTIVITIES  cont. 

 
 
  Beavers 
 
 
 
 
 
The Beavers continue to meet at the Scout and Guide 
Hut at Kirkton of Maryculter on Tuesday evenings from 
5.30 to 7.00pm.  They had a visit from Mr Bug before 
Christmas when he showed his collection of creepy-
crawlies and beasties—very interesting!  
 
   We had a change of leader at Christmas, saying 
goodbye to Bettina Caffyn, whilst welcoming Linda 
Hoyle who has taken out a warrant to become a fully 
fledged leader.  However, we can never have enough 
leaders and still need parental help if we are to keep the 
colony numbers up. 
 
    In March the Beavers will be visiting Satrosphere to 
help them gain their ‘experiment’ badge.  Any boy aged 
between 6 and 8 wanting to join should make contact, 
although there is a short waiting list at present. 
Kathleen Paterson, Beaver Leader     Tel: 868676 

1st Maryculter Scouts 

It will be a hundred years on August 1st since Baden-
Powell first gathered together a group of boys and held 
the first Scout camp on Brownsea Island in Poole 
harbour, Dorset.  This year there will be numerous 
events across the country to mark the centenary and 
Maryculter will be taking part in some of them.  The 
first is to be a weekend camp in May, when all members 
of the movement are being encouraged to camp out, 
making it the largest camping event of all time across 
the world. 
 
Of course Scouting has changed over the years, but 
essentially it is still about youngsters enjoying 
themselves and having new experiences, making friends 
and being challenged to do their best.  We meet in our 
hall at the Kirkton, Maryculter on Friday evenings.  Any 
boys wishing to join us should contact me. 
Les Paterson, Scout Leader   Tel: 868676 

 

 

 
   Friends of Guiding - Daffodil Tea 
  at Corbie Hall on Saturday May 12 
  from 2-4pm 
  Join us for home baking, teas, raffle,        
 and a variety of stalls 
    Entry - adults £2 and children £1 

    
   Would you prefer to have this newsletter sent   
   By e-mail, rather than in printed form?  If so,   
   please inform the editors. 
 

We would appreciate some assistance in collating 
information and / or  advertising for  the 
newsletter.  Do contact us if you would like to join 
the (amateur but keen) editorial team. 
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            SCHOOLS 
Banchory-Devenick  
 
We are eagerly awaiting the results of our bid to the 
Beechgrove Garden Community Projects and word 
should come in March. Even if we are unsuccessful, 
we are currently undergoing some garden works in 
conjunction with Clare Howard, one of our parents and 
Aberdeenshire Council Grounds Department. We are 
putting in a new shed, a water butt, redesigning the 
garden, placing new planters and creating a vegetable 
plot! All will help towards our bid for a Silver Eco 
award. 
We have also put in a bid to the Scottish Education 
awards under the 'Most Enterprising School' category. 
Results of this will also be released in March. 
 
Our P5/6/7 class are studying the Victorians and are 
visiting the Victorian classroom and going on a 
Victorian walk in Aberdeen to support the project. 
 
P3/4 are currently doing a Project called 'The Magic 
Castle’.  This has involved transforming the classroom 
into a castle called Frogwarts and all sorts of fantastic 
work and mysterious going-ons have been reported! 
 
P1/2 have been looking at 'Granny's Attic', bringing in 
lots of old items to look at. They are going to Provost 
Skene’s House and the Art Gallery to find out even 
more. 
 
We are very lucky to have been given some additional 
funding from the Scottish Executive, some of which we 
are going to spend on putting an interactive 
whiteboard  into the infant classroom, meaning all 
classes are now ready for the 21st Century! 
 
Our PTA is hosting a quiz night on  Friday 2nd March 
in the school at 7.30pm; all are invited. 
 
Jonathan Revell, Head Teacher 
 
 
Maryculter 
 
As you will be aware Maryculter School closes on 
March 26th for pupils.  Staff will have 4 days to pack 
and unpack at the new Lairhillock School.  Everyone is 
very excited if not a little sad to say goodbye to 
M a r y c u l t e r ! 
 
Although the school is closing, education and activities 
continue unabated!  We have recently had a visit from 
Robert Aitken, a piper, funded through the Scottish 
Youth Music Initiative. He played a variety of 
traditional Scottish wind instruments to all pupils from 
Nursery to Primary 7.  He was very loud, however all 
pupils enjoyed the visit! 
 

March I is national book Day, when we are encouraging 
all pupils to bring in a book they have enjoyed and swap 
it with someone else! 
 
Primary 5-7 are planning a fun-packed Red Nose Day 
on March 16th, when we hope to raise a lot of money. 
 
We have had some staff changes.  Mrs McMichael has 
left to go to Denmark and has been replaced by Miss 
Roebuck in P3/4.  Mrs Hopkins has also left and 
taken up the post of Acting Head Teacher at Elrick 
School in Westhill. 
 
Finally, a farewell to all those who have been involved 
with and supported Maryculter school over the years. 
See you all at the new school.                                       
 
Jonathan Revell, Head teacher 
 
 
Netherley 
 
Just before the February mid-term break, Mrs 
Mackintosh, Head Teacher at Netherley for nearly 8 
years, took early retirement.  We had a special assembly 
to bid her farewell, where we invited parents and past 
pupils.  The parents also made a presentation, which 
was gratefully received.  The pupils put together a 
memories book for Mrs Mackintosh to take with her.  It 
will certainly be a day she will never forget. 
 
Therefore, until we move to the new school, we have a 
new teacher in the P5-7 class.  All the children know 
Mrs Casaola, as she has done supply at the school on 
many occasions.  She is an experienced and well-liked 
teacher and we are glad to have her on board. 
 
The P1-4 children are studying The Ancient Egyptians 
this term.  Thankfully, Mrs Greig has been to Egypt, so 
she has been able to bring in lots of objects and has 
first-hand knowledge of the country.  The P5-7 children 
are studying buildings, which includes designing and 
creating their own building (on a small scale, of course)!  
We have everything from grain sheds to dream houses, 
including ‘The Bottlefish’, an underwater mansion! 
 
The P4-7 children are learning to play the recorder with 
Mrs Greig and were able to have their first performance 
at Mrs MacKintosh’s leaving assembly.  There are some 
very talented musicians in the group – watch this space! 
 
As this will be the last insert from Netherley Primary 
School, we would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone in the community for their support over the 
years.  We have some fond memories to take with us to 
the new, Lairhillock School. 
 
Jo Greig (Acting Head Teacher) 
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 Lairhillock School 
 
Marion Youngson is Head Teacher designate of the new 
primary school scheduled to open after the Easter 
holidays.  Over the last few months she has been busy 
with plans for the amalgamation of the Maryculter and 
Netherley primaries.  Once these are complete, parents 
and children will be given full information so that the 
move is as easy as possible.  She hopes to invite the 
community to visit the school and see all the new 
facilities, but the date has yet to be decided. 
 
 
Kincardine and Deeside Befriending 
 
Do you have some spare time which could be put to 
good use?  Volunteer befrienders are paired with older 
people who live independently or with little support.  
You could visit socially or perhaps take them out 
shopping or for a car run. This could be just an hour or 
two each week, or whatever suits you. We provide 
training, expenses and support and welcome folk who 
would like to discuss even the possibility of assisting. 
Catherine King, 42 Barclay Street, Stonehaven 
Tel: 01569 765714    E-mail: befriending@hotmail.com 
       
 
          HOME DELIVERIES 
 
Milk and local papers 
 Alan Masson      Tel: 07770 332969 
    hillies@fsmail.net 
 
Fruit and Vegetables 
Order your own selection or £10, £15 or £20 boxes of 
local and imported organic produce. 
Paul van Midden   Tel /Fax: 01569 731746 / 739137 
The organic farm shop at Lorienen, Bridge of Muchalls 
is open on Wednesdays from 12.30 to 6pm and on 
Saturdays from 9.30 to5pm 
 
Neil Gammie, Fernieflatt Farm, Kinneff delivers 
vegetables, eggs (and fruit in season) on Tuesdays and 
Fridays.  Orders must be in the day before delivery. 
  Tel: 01569 750374 or 07790 558880 
  fernieflat@amserve.com 
 
Fish 
George Fairweather delivers west of the B979 road on 
Thursday mornings and east of the road on Friday 
mornings.  Tel: 07974 311326 
 
Coal 
J.H. Roberts from Auchenblae can deliver orders in our 
area on Monday mornings.  Tel: 01561 320335 

 Cookney Hall 
 
Due to the recent introduction of new regulations 
surrounding the use of public halls, the Trustees of 
Cookney Hall felt obliged to contact members of the 
community to gauge the strength of feeling about setting 
up a Committee to assist with the running of the Hall. 
  
On Tuesday 27 February 2007, about thirty concerned 
residents met at the Hall to discuss the situation with the 
Trustees. From that meeting, the Friends of Cookney 
Hall were set up and office bearers elected.  A small 
team of volunteers were also identified to assist with 
researching funding opportunities. 
  
The objectives of the Friends of Cookney Hall are to 
assist with the maintenance of the Hall, to promote the 
use of the Hall by local community groups and to 
identify opportunities which will allow the Committee 
and Trustees to raise funds to bring the Hall into line 
with regulatory points raised by Aberdeenshire Council, 
some of which are extensive and have to be addressed 
by October 2007, at no small cost. 
  
The next meeting of Friends of Cookney Hall will be at 
the Hall at 7.30pm on Tuesday 27 March 2007 and it is 
anticipated that subsequent meetings will be on the last 
Tuesday evening of the month thereafter.  Anyone who 
feels that they might be able to spare some time to assist 
the Friends will be made welcome at their meetings, or 
for further information can contact me:- 
Bob McKinney, secretary ,  Tel: 01569 730706 
              or e-mail : bob8930@aol.com 
  
 
 
 
 

 
  NORTH  BURNSIDE KENNELS 
     AND CATTERY 
   

“where part of your family  
becomes part of ours” 

 
               Tel 01224  733474 
 
         Netherley Road, Burnside’ 
     Maryculter 
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     CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

Maryculter WRI 
 
Meetings are at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of 
each month in the Corbie Hall, Maryculter between 
August and May.  We look forward to monthly 
competitions, a talk on craft trimmings and a bring and 
buy sale.  New members will be very welcome. 
Secretary, Sheila Bissett     Tel: 01569 731708 
 
Netherley WRI 
 
We meet on the third Monday of each month between 
August and May at 7.30pm in Netherley School.  Spring 
subjects include a talk on confectionery, slides of Sierra 
Leone and our annual birthday party.  We are a small 
group with a warm welcome for newcomers. 
Secretary, Margaret Carmichael    Tel: 01569 764330 
 
Church Guild 
 
See Churches section. 
 
Friendship Club 
 
We’ve had a very successful winter session at our 
monthly meetings in the Corbie Hall, with entertainment 
from visiting artists as well as competitions to keep the 
grey cells active.  Our summer programme of bus 
outings on the first Thursday of the month begins in 
May.  We are having a basket whist drive on April 20 in 
the Corbie Hall, so do come along and join us. 
Contacts:  Peggy, Tel: 734888 and Ann, Tel: 732071 
 
Cookney Bowling Club 
 
We have over thirty members who meet at Cookney 
Hall twice a week at 7.30pm to enjoy games of carpet 
bowls. Monday is competition evening while Thursday 
is a ‘hat night’.  New members will be most welcome.   
President: Arthur Durward  Tel: 01569 730164 
 
Yoga 
 
Ilse Elders runs a Yoga class 
on Tuesday evenings from 
7.30 till 9pm in the Corbie 
Hall, Maryculter.  Anyone 
interested in joining should 
phone her to ensure a place is available.  
 Ilse Elders  Tel: 868301 

Brig O’Dee Football Club 
 
The team play at Corbie Park on alternate Sundays, with 
other teams in the Sunday amateur league competing 
there on the weekends in between. 
Colin Smith   Tel: 878076 
 
Glendale Football Club 
 
The team is doing well in Division 1 North of the 
Amateur League.  We play at the Corbie Park on 
Saturdays with  training evenings on Tuesdays at Blairs. 
Any lads aged seventeen or over hoping to join us, just 
phone:    Jim Grant  Tel: 867512 
 
Dog Clubs 
 
Four clubs meet in the Ardoe Hall at 
7.30pm 
 
 
Monday McWilliam Dog Training Club 
  Tel: Yvonne McWilliam, 01330 824863 
Tuesday The Bon Accord Kennel Club 
  Tel: Susan Stewart, 01330 860569 
Wednesday The German Shepherd Club 
  Tel: Isabel McInnes, 582413 
Thursday Training for Showing Group 
  Tel: Betty Munro, 632856 
 
There is also a Dog Agility Group in Cookney Hall on 
Wednesday evenings  Tel: Heather Reid,   865249 
 
Lethen Archers 
 
This archery club holds 
sessions in Portlethen Academy 
every Wednesday between 8 – 
9.30pm and on Saturdays from 
2 – 5pm.  All equipment is 
provided and at least one 
National Archery Association 
coach is in attendance.  Children 
aged 8 and over can join, but must be accompanied by 
an adult.  The Club offers one trial session free, then 
members pay a one-off fee of £20 to cover insurance, 
and £3 per session for adults, or £2 for children and 
pensioners. 
     Indoor shooting is up to 25 m, but during the summer 
the Club has the use of a field where the targets are up 
to 80m distant.  Many of us noticed  them within 
walking distance of Portlethen, by Berryhill House at 
the bad corner of the road from the Lairhillock, nearing 
the junction with the A90 dual carriageway. 
Secretary, R. Masson  Tel: 01324 814380 
www.lethenarchers.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 7 

               Aberdeen Aeromodellers Club 
 
Aberdeen Aeromodellers Club has been in existence 
since 1936 and has some 100-120 members and exists 
to provide facilities, support and encouragement for the 
hobby of Aeromodelling.  
 
During the last 15 years or so it has owned and operated 
a 6.5 acre grass flying field at Hare Moss, Banchory-
Devenick. The field is located in controlled air space, 
which means that models may not be flown above 400 
feet altitude. The field has a large car park separated 
from the flying area by a six-foot mesh fence and a 
comfortable caravan to enable members to keep warm 
on cooler days. The club is permitted to operate seven 
days a week, from 9am to 7pm on weekdays, and 10am 
to 7pm at weekends. The midweek fliers, a mixture of 
retired members and offshore workers, meet on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. 
 
The majority of flying is with radio-controlled models 
and modellers’ interests cover many branches of the 
sport including fixed wing aircraft & helicopters, which 
may be powered by small internal combustion engines, 
gas turbines or electric motors.  Whilst the majority of 
flying is of the smaller sport/fun-fly variety, some 
members have interests in more advanced areas such as 
single or multi-engined scale models, gas turbine 
powered model jets, and twin rotor helicopters. Fixed 
wing aircraft range in size from 1/2 metre wingspan up 
to 2m  or more with a maximum weight up to 7 kg. 
 
Many members also enjoy slope soaring or flying radio 
controlled gliders from surrounding hills, and often 
belong to a specialised local gliding club such as the 
Aberdeen District Soarers. 
 
The club holds various events throughout the year 
including national helicopter and scale championship 
events, which draw serious competitors from across 
Scotland and also south of the border. As a Scottish club 
we are affiliated to the Scottish Aeromodellers 
Association and we follow their proficiency scheme to 
encourage model flying competence, which is 
recognised by a series of achievement awards, and our 
membership includes several examiners for such safety 
awards. 
 
New members are always welcome and beginners will 
be able to get valuable advice on choosing both models 
and associated radio equipment to suit their needs. Our 
flight instructors can also assist to ensure the beginner 
gets the best start to what is a challenging and enjoyable 
pastime.   
 
Visitors are always welcome to fly with us, but please 
bring proof of insurance. 
 
You can find further information and contact details on 
our website at:   www.aamfc.org  
  

      LEISURE ACTIVITIES 
 
Drum Castle 
 
Our nearest National Trust Castle and garden re-open 
daily on Saturday March 31 from 12.30-5pm, 
lengthening to 11am - 5pm during July and August.  
The grounds and woodland walks are open all year from 
9.30am until sunset. 
Every weekend there will be a special event, too many 
to list here but including plant sales on April 1 and June 
2, an Easter Fun-day for children on April 6, 
April 22 Falconry, Mediaeval Realm May 12/13 and 
Country Skills on August 11/12. 
The highlight will be an open-air performance of 
Shakespeare’s ‘Much Ado About Nothing’ on June 12 
by the Illyria Theatre Company when you can bring 
along your friends and picnic hamper for a gracious 
evening (plus waterproofs, just in case!) 
This year the castle and garden will be open until the 
end of October, so do make the most of this opportunity 
when the trees will be glowing in autumn colours. 
 If anyone is interested in helping as a volunteer at 
weekend events or in the garden, do contact Diana 
Robertson, Head Gardener  Tel: 01330 811204 
 
Storybook Glen 
 
A place to let young children run free among characters 
from nursery rhymes and cartoons.  The birds and 
squirrels are very much alive, and there are plenty of 
bushes to make ‘hide and seek’ a real adventure. 
There’s a restaurant as well to replenish appetites 
developed by all this activity. 
Opening times are from 10am to 6pm daily with season 
tickets available. 
Tel: 732941     www.storybookglen.co.uk  
 
 
Stonehaven Swimming Pool 
 
Our nearby Olympic-sized, heated, salt water pool in 
Stonehaven opens on Sunday June 3 until mid 
September.  During the school holidays we can swim 
daily between 10am and 7pm, otherwise just during the 
afternoons.  For further information on special events at 
the pool contact    Sheila Stewart, Tel: 734222 
 
 
Scottish Accordion and Fiddle Evenings 
 
Durris Hall is the place to be on the second Sunday 
evening of the month.  Visitors are made very welcome, 
but phone ahead to check time and availability of seats 
as the sessions are very popular. 
Bill Cooper, Westview, Drumoak Tel:  01330 811266 
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Do the words Powberry, Crocklebank Stone or 
Alfred’s Pot mean anything to you?  They are to be 
found on the Fisherman’s Map of the River Dee which 
hangs in the lounge bar of the Old Mill Inn and some 
other Deeside hotels, and are all salmon pools in our 
area.  
 
The River Dee is  widely acknowledged as the best 
spring salmon fishery in the world, and as a result keen 
sportsmen and women visit the area to enjoy, not only 
the fishing, but also everything else that Deeside has to 
offer.  Salmon fishing is big business during its season 
from February 1 to the end of September.  The River 
Dee generates over £11 million each year for the local 
economy and supports around 500 jobs.  These include 
around 70 ghillies plus their seasonal colleagues, four 
water bailiffs and the many employed in support 
services such as fishing tackle shops, hotels and 
restaurants.  So how is this economically important 
business managed? 
 
The Dee Salmon Fishery Board (DSFB) is the 
main co-ordinating body. Mark Bilsby, its River 
Director provided an explanation of the interlocking 
organisations relating to the sport of fishing.  The 
DSFB is a statutory body set up under an Act of 
Parliament in 2003, the Salmon Act.  Sea trout come 
under this legislation too, though brown trout do not.  
This body has the responsibility of looking after 
salmon and sea trout fisheries, a task which has many 
facets. 
 
The Salmon Life Project is a three year programme 
aimed at wild Atlantic salmon conservation in 
Scotland.  £750,000 of European Community funds 
has been allocated to the Dee, one of eight Scottish 
rivers in the project, and is administered through the 
DSFB.  Their main aim is to improve the ecology of 
tributaries for juvenile fish so that more will survive to 
adulthood.  To date 34 km of buffer strips have been 
created, by moving or erecting fencing 6m from 
watercourses.  These strips prevent animals from 
grazing at the water’s edge, thus preventing erosion of 
the banks and subsequent pollution by silt and 
sediment which degrade good salmon habitat. Water 
troughs have been provided for farm animals instead, 
and a ten year maintenance grant available to farmers. 
Trees overgrowing 20km of streams have been 
coppiced to produce dappled shade, which encourages 
vegetation along the river bank.  Most of this work has 
been done by four water bailiffs in close co-operation 
with farmers, land owners and Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH).  Current plans include the gradual 
removal of man-made obstructions such as redundant 
dams, so that fish can travel further upstream to spawn.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This may involve construction of ladders where 
obstructions cannot otherwise be overcome.   
 
Water bailiffs are well-trained professionals involved in 
all aspects of conservation management of the Dee and 
its tributaries.  Working with colleagues in the River 
Dee Trust, they are also involved in education and visit 
up to five primary schools a year to talk about the life 
cycle of salmon and trout on the Dee. (local applications 
welcome!).  When necessary they can call in the Police 
Wildlife Officer for joint operations to prevent wildlife 
crime.  Feral American mink are a problem in some 
areas, including the Crynoch burn, since there used to 
be mink farms nearby.  If anyone wishes instruction on 
the use of mink traps and humane killing of these 
predators, Mark Bilsby or his bailiff colleagues can 
provide it. 
 
The River Dee Trust is a charitable company formed 
to attract funding.  It aims to improve the health of the 
river and its tributaries through improved scientific 
knowledge, research and education, and to improve fish 
migration.  Two scientists are employed at present and 
they provide information to assist fishery management.  
The Trust takes an interest in all river creatures which 
make their home in the Dee.  These include brown trout, 
lampreys and eels, as well as a healthy population of 
otters which are often seen by anglers, particularly when 
fishing on summer evenings.  
Manager, Mark Bilsby, 4 Mill of Dinnet, Aboyne AB34 
5LA   Tel: 01339 880411  
  e-mail: mark@riverdee.org 
 
The Dee Salmon Fishing Improvement 
Association, which represents the fishery owners, was 
founded by the Marquess of Huntly in 1872, to improve 
the salmon fishing in the Dee. It was set up originally to 
buy out the many netting stations in the lower section of 
the river below Banchory. 
There are 65 proprietors who between them own 95 
fishing beats.  Liaison for a common purpose is very 
important, and they are able to lobby at a political level, 
which the DSFB cannot.  Its Standing Committee, 
which is elected by the members, liaises closely with the 
DSFB and the Dee Trust to help with issues relating to 
the efficient management and running of the river.  Bob 
Campbell is a former chair of this association and has 
run the Altries and Lower Drum Fishings since 1975 
 
 

Salmon Fishing on the River Dee 
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The excellent DSFB website  www.fishdee.co.uk makes 
selecting and booking a day’s fishing simple for most 
beats on the river.  Accommodation, equipment and 
river etiquette are among its comprehensive information 
as well as enticing photographs of the river.  The cost of 
a daily permit varies according to both beat and season, 
currently averaging around £42 per day – less than a 
round of golf on many courses.  Some ghillies provide 
tuition, but beginners are advised to join a club to 
develop their skills.  Among these, the Aberdeen 
Angling Association is thriving with around 1,100 
members. www.adaa.org.uk  The Dee Conservation 
Code 2007 requires ‘catch and release’ so that only the 
occasional injured fish is landed and returned to the 
proprietor.  It is illegal to sell rod-caught wild salmon or 
sea trout. 
 
The biggest single threat to salmon on the Dee is 
Gyrodactylus salaris, a small parasitic fluke that thrives 
on the skin and gills of Atlantic salmon native to the 
rivers flowing into the Baltic Sea.  Scottish salmon have 
no resistance and there is no known treatment in wild 
fish.  Should it arrive here, a complete collapse of 
salmon fisheries could occur within five years.  All 
fishers have to sign a declaration that if they have fished 
outside of GB within the last month, their clothes and 
fishing tackle have been treated against the fluke. 
 
The Dee is particularly well known as a spring stock 
salmon river but it also now has a strong late summer/
autumn run of fish many of which are now grilse*.  This 
run used to be largely caught in the netting stations of 
the District, particularly the harbour nets run by the 
Aberdeen Harbour Board, but these were bought out in 
1986 and the remaining nets in the District have since 
been ended by being bought out.  This means there are 
now no interceptory nets in the Dee District limiting the 
number of fish able to return to their spawning grounds 
in the Dee and its tributaries. There are also many 
initiatives to buy out other interceptory netting stations 
around the Scottish coast, including the rest of the nets 
in the Montrose area which are known to catch many 
Dee salmon. When all these initiatives are fulfilled, all 
salmon born and bred in the Dee will be able to return to 
their home waters to spawn without the danger of being 
intercepted in the sea by nets.  
 
*Grilse – a young salmon returning to the river for the 
first time. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dingle Dell 
Gift and Garden Centre 

        Storybook Glen, Maryculter, Aberdeen 
                     Tel: 01224 732738 
 
     OPEN ALL YEAR, SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
 

Garden equipment 
Good quality hardy plants 
Childrens’ toys and gifts 
Pet food 
Large selection of cards and candles 
Large free car park 

 
No entry charge for visiting the Garden Centre 
                       or restaurant 
         
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 Free coffee on production of this advert 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Dee 

 
‘Mang silver birk and bracken green, 
It winds and wimples owre ilk stane, 
And laughs and gurgles soft and low, 
As if ‘twould stay its ebb and flow; 
Then, rushing on with eager haste, 

Unthinking of its waters’ waste, 
It flows out to the mighty sea, 
Our ever rolling Royal Dee! 
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Minister:  Rev. Bruce Gardner, Tel: 735776     
  E-mail:  MinisterofBDMC@aol.com   
 
Morning Services   

Banchory Devenick Church at 10.00am and   
Maryculter-Cookney Church at 11.30am  
 

Informal Evening Service in Upper Room Extension at 
Maryculter-Cookney Church at 5.00pm 

 
Informal Communion Service in Upper Room on first 

Sunday of the month at 5.00pm 
 
Sunday School welcomes children aged 3 and over.   
They attend the church service for around 20 minutes 
then go out to Sunday School for the rest of the hour. 
B-D contact, Jane Ah-See        Tel: 863301 
M-C contact Helen Anderson  Tel: 780352 
 
  Communion Services 
 
29th April 10.00am      Banchory Devenick Church  
6th May at 11.30am      Maryculter –Cookney Church                                            
6th May at 5.00pm      Informal Communion Service     
           in Upper Room M-C at 5.00pm 
  Easter Services    
       
6th April at 7.30pm      Good Friday Service at  
            Maryculter-Cookney Church 
8th April at 10.0aam     Banchory Devenick Church  
8th April at 11.30am     Maryculter-Cookney Church    
8th April at 5.00pm       Informal Evening Service at               

 Maryculter-Cookney Church 
 
The following Groups meet regularly in Maryculter-
Cookney Church Hall, and more information can be 
obtained from the Minister or any of the office bearers:
  
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship      
 Saturday from 8.00-9.30am 
Bible Study and Prayer Group     
 Wednesday from 7.30-9.30pm 
Babies and Toddlers Group      
 Thursday from 9.30-11.30am 
          For information call Jill Greenlees  Tel: 739235 
Youth Café for Pr.7 to S.6           
 Thursday 7.00pm-9.00pm  
 
The Guild meet on the first Monday of the month at 
7.30pm from September to November and February to 
May.   Further details from:  
Sheila Bissett, Tel.  01569 731708 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
House Groups meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each 
month from 7.30pm-9.30pm in congregational houses in 
a spirit of fellowship to look at the Gospel of Mark 
together.    Every Fifth Monday house groups gather in a 
Pot Luck Supper in Maryculter Hall, at 7.30pm, where 
they share questions and answers. This is an open 
meeting and all are welcome from Church and 
Community. 
More information from Leaders, Mrs. Joan Thorne  
Tel: 783834 and Mrs. Christine Gardner Tel: 735776 
 
 
The New Hall Extension  is now completed and is a 
great asset to church members and community. The 
half-acre Glebe Park is now being used by the church, 
community and uniformed organizations.  If any 
members of the community wish to use either the Hall 
or the field, please contact the Minister or Anne Massie  
Tel: 732071. 
 
Keep up to date with church news on our website 
www.bdmc-parish.org.uk and by reading Church Corner 
in the Deeside Piper and Mearns Leader. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

           Banchory-Devenick & Maryculter-Cookney  
            Parish Church 

 
Lower Deeside Caravan 

Park 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• On-site shop 
• Fresh bakery supplies 
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ST TERNAN’S SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 

MUCHALLS 
 
St Ternan’s is the northernmost Scottish Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese of Brechin.  We are part of the 
Worldwide Anglican Communion.  The church is 
located in the North Kincardine Community Council 
area, to the west of the A90 approx. a mile from 
Muchalls village on the Causey Mounth, where the 
road branches off to Cookney and Netherley.  
 
St Ternan’s congregation has worshipped in this area of 
North Kincardine for over 300 years as Episcopalians, 
first at Muchalls Castle then moving down to the 
present site where building started in 1830.  
 
I am pleased to announce that the Institution of the Rev 
Michael Sabell to the position of Priest-in-Charge, took 
place on Saturday 17th February 2007 at St Ternan’s, 
Muchalls.  The Dean, Chancellor, Clergy from the 
Diocese of Brechin, and Lay Readers, all gave up their 
time to support Michael in spirit and fellowship.  
Clergy from the Church of Scotland Parishes of 
Newtonhill and Maryculter and the Roman Catholic 
Deacon from Blairs welcomed Michael into the 
community.  Michael was also ably supported by 
friends and family who had travelled from the furthest 
part of the United Kingdom to be with him.  A goodly 
proportion of the congregation of St Ternan’s were 
there to greet their new Priest-in-Charge. The service 
was conducted by the Right Rev Fred Derwent, a 
retired bishop of Aberdeen who had to take over the 
service at the last minute due to Bishop John Mantle of 
Brechin being indisposed. 
 
With the guidance of the Holy Spirit the congregation 
of St Ternan’s will be furthering their mission to serve 
and love the Lord, and we give thanks to God for 
directing Michael to us and look forward to supporting 
and working with him. 
 
There are a number of groups operating within the 
church to develop and co-ordinate the work of mission 
and ministry within the different areas of community 
life. These are Pastoral Care, Bible Study, Worship and 
Liturgy, Book Club. Each of the Groups is open to 
anyone interested in exploring their gifts and work in 
these ways. 
 
 
 

St Ternan’s will continue to operate with the following 
ministry team:-  
 Rev Michael Sabell 01569  730625 
 Rev John Allard   01569 731767 
 George Masson  01224 733583 
 Prof. John Usher  01569 731608 
 Eric Hargreaves  01569 730302 
 
Please contact any of the above for help or information 
on marriages, baptisms, funerals, pastoral visiting etc. 
The church is open every day from 10am until 3pm 
The Garden Fete will be held in the Rectory Garden on 
Saturday June 16th and the sale in Stonehaven on 
August 25. 
You are welcome to join us in worship at the 10.30 
Family Eucharist on Sundays.  Weekly services are held 
on major Saint days and are advertised on the Church 
Notice boards and in the magazine. 
 
 
 
                 St Mary’s Chapel, Blairs 
 
Mass is held every Sunday morning at 9am to which all 
are invited. 
 Father George Hutcheon  Tel: 876704 
 Deacon Peter Macdonald Tel: 780351 
  
 

 

 

 
          The Belted Kingfisher 
 
 

If you are walking by the River Dee during the 
first week in April, keep a lookout for a wee, 
grey and white bird with a dark head and a 
loud, grating call.  The first Scottish sighting of 
the Belted Kingfisher was just opposite the 
Peterculter Golf course that week two years 
ago, and brought twitchers to the riverbank.  It 
is about the same size as our own bright blue 
kingfisher and was observed fishing for several 
days before disappearing at first light. 
 
This is a North American species which breeds 
across sub-Arctic Canada south to the 
southern USA from Northern Florida to 
California.  The northernmost populations are 
migratory, with birds wintering from the Pacific 
coasts of Alaska and British Colombia across 
to New Hampshire and south through USA, 
Central America and the Caribbean to the 
northern coasts of South America. 
Prior to 2005, there have been just two 
previous UK records, both in from the same 
locality in Cornwall, though 71 years apart. 
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  Father Archangel 
 
It’s amazing what turns up in a cupboard!  Tucked neatly 
away in a case in St. Mary’s Cathedral, Huntly Street  Father 
Stewart Chalmers never suspected the presence of a little 
colleague.  The small figure had rested quietly there for a 
good many years, but now he is firmly in the spotlight at 
Blairs Museum where he is the central figure of the 
children’s liturgical set.  The set was used to teach children 
the meaning of the vestments and the uses of the sacred 
vessels during the Mass whilst they learned about their faith, 
but what might have been dry-as-dust instruction was given 
interest with the use of form and colour.  The little priest was 
lovingly crafted and even more lovingly dressed – from skin 
out with a red and white striped shirt and perfectly worked 
miniature socks, so fine they must have been knitted on 
hairpins; from tonsure to toes everything is in proportion.  
There is a complete set of vestments in liturgical colours; the 
white chasuble has a button boss with an anchor for faith on 
it.  Albs and linens are all to match with exquisite stitching 
painstakingly worked to tiny proportions. 
 
   The altar vessels are crafted in white metal, embossed and 
jewelled as large size ones would be; the tiny spoon for the 
incense boat and the brush for the asperges bucket show that 
no attention to detail was spared when the set was assembled.  
The vessels are in working order and the tiny candlesticks 
have miniature church candles.  The missal is a miniature 
replica. 
 
   Many people remember sets like this being used while they 
were receiving instruction and others remember making and 
assembling the sets as a competitive project when they were 
schoolchildren; the sets were then sent to the missions 
overseas.  The little priest at Blairs – known to Museum staff 
as ‘Father Archangel’ is a survivor of a long tradition. 
 
   Blairs is full of history and tradition.  The Museum is now 
rated as a 4-star Visit Scotland attraction and has a large 
display of church silver and vestments which can be viewed 
closely enough to analyse and appreciate the quality of the 
craftsmanship used over the centuries.  There are displays on 
the history of the seminary (along with postcard comments 
from former seminarians from all walks of life, giving the 
boys’ eye view of the College) and others on the connections 
of the Stuart kings, most notably the recently restored 
Memorial Portrait of Mary, Queen of Scots and the Blairs 
Jewel Reliquary with its miniature of the martyred Queen and 
relics of saints. 
 
   Tucked away off the South Deeside Road, just beyond 
Ardoe House, it is possible to pass by and miss the attractions 
of the Museum, but should anyone wish to visit, all it takes is 
a telephone call.  There are walk-in opening hours from April 
to the end of September, 10 am – 5 pm on Saturdays and 
public holidays, 12 noon – 5pm on Sundays but the staff are 
always happy to ‘open up’ to interested visitors, quietly 
putting aside the work on hand to display the treasures which 
they are proud to look after with love. 
 
For further details and all inquiries, contact David Taylor 
Tel:  863767  or e-mail: manager@blairsmuseum.com 
 
 

Carriage Driving for Drivers with Disabilities 
 
    Jane MacInnes 
 
 Carriage driving is a wonderful sport, in that people of 
all ages, from all walks of life, and with all abilities can 
enjoy the thrill, excitement and comradeship of 
communication with a horse. Whereas in days gone by 
it was a horse and carriage that was the only means of 
transport, it has now developed into a modern day 
activity, and many enjoy the challenge of the 
competition of Horse Driving Trials. 

     I was delighted to be selected as the British judge for 
the World Championships for Drivers with Disabilities 
which was held in the lovely small town of 
Hellendoorn in the Netherlands last September. The 
British team took Silver, pipped at the post by the 
Germans. 

     This is a relatively new sport at World level for 
disabled drivers, but is it developing fast and there 
were teams from 9 countries. The drivers are graded by 
physiotherapists  who are classifiers appointed by the 
International Paralympic Equestrian committee and 
entered into their appropriate class, such that they are 
able to achieve their personal best performance. 

     The competition consists of three phases. Firstly 
dressage, where each driver must drive a set test within 
a marked arena and where 5 judges assess the 
correctness of the paces, outline of the horse, accuracy 
and presentation of the turnout. Secondly, comes the 
marathon, which is the most exciting phase. The 
drivers go out on timed sections through woods and 
along tracks, then have to negotiate 6 timed obstacles 
which consist of up to 5 gates and must be driven in the 
right order. Finally, they all have to drive a cones 
course, which again is timed, and penalties given for 
any balls knocked off the cones which are set at only 
20cm wider than the carriage wheels. 

     The drivers each have one or two grooms on the 
carriage, but they must not be tied in for safety, only 
held with restraining straps by the groom. It is amazing 
and very humbling to see how people with severe 
physical problems can adapt and push themselves to the 
limit. One British girl is has Thalidomide and controls 
her pony brilliantly from her tiny hands which are 
attached to her shoulders. Another lad who is paralysed 
after a rugby accident, drives a pair of horses with 
incredible accuracy with his reins strapped to his wrists 
with Velcro. One American competitor brought her dog 
over with her. He does all her fetching and carrying, 
and her pony - a British Welsh Cob pulls her 
everywhere in her wheelchair  as she holds on to his 
tail!     
     The great thing about such gatherings is the 
friendship and camaraderie which develops between the 
competitors and helpers from each country. As with the 
Olympics, we had wonderful opening and closing 
ceremonies, and the whole town seemed to support and 
enjoy the event. What a sight to see acres of  spectators’ 
bicycles parked, and very few cars - now there's the 
answer to congestion!! 
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DISABLED?  LIKE TO TRY CARRIAGE 
   DRIVING? 
 
Though I aspire occasionally to drive my horse Corbie 
as shown in the sketch above, Driving for the Disabled 
has to be a bit more circumspect.  The name of the game 
on a Wednesday afternoon is ENJOY but in a safe 
manner that takes account of the disabled, helpers and 
horses. The second is to help the disabled and interested 
helpers how to manage the horse and cart and to drive 
the horse. The disabled among other things, are taught 
within their capabilities to whoa (stop the horse), walk, 
and trot while driving through fields, tracks, or 
obstacles.  Driving for the Disabled rules forbid 
cantering.  On a Wednesday afternoon there are on 
average 25-30 people consisting of the disabled, tea 
ladies, helpers, carers, and able bodied drivers 
(instructors) having an enjoyable afternoon.  The finest 
pieces you will find anywhere, along with hot /cold 
drinks are dispensed by our dedicated body of tea ladies 
 
Who are we? Maryculter Driving for the Disabled 
Group is an independent charity registered in Scotland 
and a member of the Federation of RDA (Riding for 
Disabled including Driving).  Our aim is to give the 
opportunity of driving a pony or horse to any disabled 
person who might benefit in general health and 
happiness.  The Group normally meets from the end of 
April through to the end of September on a Wednesday 
afternoon at Maryculter Home Farm, courtesy of Jane 
MacInnes 
 
This year we will be using mainly one horse and a pony 
to pull the specially made 2 wheeler and 4 wheeler 
carts. These carts can carry either ambulant or 
wheelchair bound disabled drivers.  The ponies and 
horses have to pass a stringent Riding for Disabled 
assessment by independent assessors before being 
driven by the disabled. On each outing with a disabled 
person an able-bodied driver and a minimum of two 
helpers accompanies the disabled either on the ground 
or on the cart. One of these helpers is normally the 
disabled carer.  The RDA has also assessed the able-
bodied driver to their competency of being in charge, 
and instructing the disabled on how the horse and cart 
should be driven. 
 
As well as normal driving on a Wednesday afternoon 
our disabled friends have enjoyed picnics on the banks 
of the Dee, a drive through Maryculter Woods and a 
competition at Strathorn Farm, Inverurie, finishing off 
the season with a barbecue. 

 
If any of the above has whetted your appetite as a 
disabled person wanting to drive please get in touch. We 
are also looking for helpers, male or female who need to 
enjoy walking and are good at blethering (I am sure 
there are a few about in that category!)  Also tea ladies, 
or tea gentlemen (to be politically correct) who will be 
on a rota and are only required once or at the most twice 
in a season. 
 
There are two training days for helpers on Wednesday 
afternoon 18th April at Maryculter Community Hall and 
at Maryculter Home Farm on the 26th April at 1pm.  
New helpers will be very welcome.  Our season starts 
on Wednesday the 2nd May at 1pm at Maryculter Home 
Farm. 
 
Christmas seems a long time ago but thanks to all who 
attended the Christmas meal and AGM held in 
Maryculter Community Hall.  The hall was packed with 
well over 60 people enjoying a superb meal and the 10 
disabled present enjoyed their presents from Santa.  
Thanks to all who organised the evening and prepared 
the meal. 
 
To help our fundraising, a tabletop sale is to be held at 
the Plainstones in Stonehaven on August18.  Any 
community-minded person out there who would like to 
donate home baking, plants etc. to support our funding, 
please contact one of the two persons listed below or 
any member of the committee. 
 
      George Masson, Chairman       Tel: 733583 
   Caroline McTaggart,  Secretary   Tel:  734093  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            MARYCULTER CARRIAGE 
              DRIVING CENTRE 
 
 Learn the art and tradition of carriage driving 
 Arrive in a horse-drawn carriage for your wedding 
 Enjoy a farm tour and riverside drive 
 Visit our unique carriage collection 
 Bring disabled friends for a drive 
 Let us take you for a drive to mark a special occasion 
 
   We can do all this and much more with our  
   experienced horses and ponies. 
   We also have a self-contained flat overlooking the  
  River Dee—ideal for business visits or short breaks. 
 

Jane and Ewan MacInnes, Home Farm, Maryculter 
Tel: 01224 732710 and 07889 340362 
Email:  homefarmmcdc@lineone.net 

www.marycultercarriages.co.uk 
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REPRESENTATION 

      Two contributions from councillor 
    Sandy Wallace 
 
Budget 
  
In early February, Aberdeenshire Council set its budget 
for 2007-08.  Working completely independently of 
each other, the Lib Dems, the Conservatives and the 
SNP came up with three rival proposals that differed by 
only £4 a year.  So what we all agree on is how much it 
costs to deliver the services we need under the present 
circumstances.  We even all agree that it is wrong that 
Aberdeenshire Council receives 11% less than the 
national average level of funding from the Scottish 
Executive – although we sometimes disagree on who to 
blame! 
  
We are coming round to agreement on how to set 
priorities.  Until this year, the Social Work budget in 
particular was ‘needs led’.  That is, if the money needs 
to be spent, it needs to be found.  In practice this means 
that hundreds of social workers and other carers were 
effectively setting the Council’s budget.  When you are 
responsible for someone’s care, you will usually feel 
that life would be better if just a little more was spent on 
it.  I know this to be true; I am one of those carers who 
was setting the budget – I work for an alcohol 
rehabilitation charity that does work for Aberdeenshire 
Council.  Now we seem to be reaching a consensus that 
the budget must be Policy Led.  That is, the Council 
decides how much money to allocate to each service 
and they work within their budget.  This will lead to 
efficiencies in years to come, savings that can be 
ploughed into vital new investment in our schools 
building programme and roads in particular.  
  
When the new Council is formed in May, the most 
pressing problem it will have is waste management. 
Crows Nest Tip in Banchory will be full in 18 months 
and the Council has no coherent plan where to put the 
waste after this.  We cannot continue using landfill in 
any case as new fines from central government will 
make this impossible.  We need to recycle more, we 
need to compost, but we needed to start five years ago. 
Because we have not done so, I fear that there will be no 
option but to build an incinerator to deal with our waste.  
  
The Council will soon begin to develop a replacement 
for the Development Plan, which decides where new 
houses go.  The last Plan was a dog’s breakfast and the 
new one must do better.  New development must not be 
allowed where schools are already overcrowded, 
Affordable Housing for young working people must be 
part of the plan, and the design standards of new estates 
has to rise.  
  

Farewell  
 
For the last 8 years, I have had the privilege and 
occasional frustration of representing Maryculter, 
Banchory-Devenick, Hillside of Portlethen and 
Marywell along with my own home parish of Durris.  
Now sadly, because of boundary changes, Durris 
becomes part of the Stonehaven ward and as I think it 
important that Councillors live in the area they 
represent, my future lies there. 
  
Over these eight years, I have had many major issues to 
deal with.  Large scale housing development to the west 
of Portlethen was already committed before I was first 
elected, a decision that I feel sure will be recognised in 
time as a mistake.  I fought it all the way using tactics 
that surprised and angered the developers, but in the 
end, the bigger guns of their legal departments won the 
day, as I think was always inevitable.  Proposed 
development at Blairs was not in my view anything like 
as bad, but it was still too much and I opposed that and 
won.  In time, a more modest development that restores 
the college while respecting the community may come 
forward.  The AWPR has been with us for many years 
and will be with us for many more.  I was the first 
councillor to oppose this over any route and at any 
price.  I was accused of NIMBYISM, which was wrong.  
My position will not change if I become Councillor for 
another community.  Perhaps the hardest decision was 
over Lairhillock School.  Had I been a parent, I would 
have supported it, but I thought it wrong to impose it 
against the wishes of a majority of Maryculter parents.  
I also thought the site was wrong.  I opposed it, I lost 
the battle, and if I am honest, I have never been fully 
able to regret losing it.  As many losses as wins on the 
big battles perhaps, but many more wins than losses on 
the little ones.  Conservatory extensions here, steading 
conversions there, opposed by a rigid planning system, 
supported by me, approved by councillors swayed by 
my brilliant analysis, built by local builders and lived in 
by you. I enjoy driving past your homes. 
  
I leave you in the very capable hands of Carl Nelson 
from Newtonhill, who lives in his ward as I believe all 
councillors should.  Many of you know him, he 
represented you a while back before the last lot of 
boundary changes.  Our style is different, many of you 
will prefer Carl’s softer tone to my hard nosed political 
hectoring.  He is the hardest working councillor I know, 
a sort of Paul Scholes to my David Beckham.  He won’t 
let you down and he will always keep me informed of 
how things are, which is good, because I will always 
want to know. 
  
Best wishes, 
             Sandy Wallace 
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REPRESENTATION 

   Sir Robert Smith MP       
 
Road safety and the rising toll of young drivers being 
killed on Grampian’s rural roads is a growing concern.  
While policing and education are matters devolved to 
the Scottish Parliament, driving tests and licensing are 
matters reserved to Westminster.  Over the past few 
weeks, I have been in correspondence with Transport 
Minister Dr Stephen Ladyman concerning driver 
training and testing, and have recently signed a motion 
on Graduated Driving Licences.  This calls for the 
introduction of a scheme like the one in New Zealand 
which incorporates a minimum 12 month learning 
period, restrictions on novice drivers for the first two 
years following their test, including the size of engine 
they can drive, time of day they can travel and number 
of passengers they can carry.  The scheme in New 
Zealand has led to a reduction of 23 per cent in car 
crashes involving 15-19 year olds. 
  
Earlier this month I met with senior road traffic police 
and Aberdeenshire Council’s Community Safety Officer 
to get an update on what is being done to address the 
problem.  I was briefed at the meeting by 
Superintendent Harry Thorburn, Head of Operational 
Support for Grampian’s Police about new plans for 
Aberdeenshire Council to offer young, newly qualified 
motorists in the North East cheap, advanced road 
training in an attempt to cut the number of casualties. 
The subsidised Pass Plus scheme is a welcome way of 
encouraging young drivers to gain safe driving skills in 
a structured way.   As a voluntary scheme it will not 
reach all those who need the benefits it offers. 
  
The accident statistics are about increased risk and we 
have to remember that there are many young drivers 
who drive without accidents and who appreciate the 
safety message.  In many of our more rural communities 
they also find being able to drive is an essential skill. 
However, there is no escaping the grim reality that 
newly qualified, male, young drivers are far more likely 
to have a crash so we must continue to pursue ways of 
reducing that outcome.  
 
I would be happy to make your views known to the 
Transport Minister Dr Stephen Ladyman.  If you would 
like more details of the Pass Plus scheme you can call 
Aberdeenshire Council Tel: 664799 or visit their 
website  
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/transportation/roadsafety 
 
I can be contacted at my constituency office on 01330 
820330 or via e-mail at bobsmith@cix.co.uk. 
 

 
 

 

        Mike Rumbles MSP 
 

The Scottish Parliament elections aren’t the only ones 
scheduled to take place on May 3rd this year. 
Aberdeenshire Council elections will also be happening 
on the same day.  The Council elections will be the first 
to take place under the new system of Proportional 
Representation.  Instead of voting by putting a cross 
next to the name of your favoured candidate, you will 
put ‘1’ next to your first preference, ‘2’ next to your 
next preference and so on.  This system will be much 
fairer than the current ‘first past the post’ system, where 
candidates can be elected without receiving more than 
50% of the votes cast.  Under the new system, votes will 
not be wasted.  If your first preference choice fails to 
receive enough votes and is eliminated, your vote 
transfers and it’s likely that your second or third 
preference will be elected.  The new system will also 
mean that each Council Ward will be much larger and 
will have three or four councillors representing it, 
although the total number of councillors across 
Aberdeenshire will remain the same as it is at the 
moment. 
 
Some good news before the elections however will be 
the opening of the new Lairhillock School this Easter. 
This £4.5 million school will be a fantastic facility, not 
just for children but for the whole community.  It will 
feature a community library, play area, football pitch 
and parking for 63 cars.  This tremendous new school is 
one of several that the Council has built locally in recent 
years with funding agreed with the Scottish Executive, 
including Portlethen Academy and Hill of Banchory 
primary. We cannot end here however, and I will 
continue to press the Scottish Executive for additional 
funding to continue the upgrade of our school estate 
over the next few years.  Our pupils deserve the very 
best facilities. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of 
assistance on any issue. 
 
Mike Rumbles MSP 
6 Dee Street 
Banchory 
AB31 5ST    Tel:01330 820268 
mike.rumbles.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 
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REPRESENTATION 

            Local Council Elections 
 
 
• Do you know that the Local and National elections  

are on Thursday 3rd May? 
• Do you know that we now have a new system for  

electing the Local Council with multi-member 
wards? 

• Do you know that 4 councillors will be elected for 
the enlarged North Kincardine ward? 

• Do you know that the new ward stretches from 
Tilbouries to Hilldowntree at Leggart Terrace and 
south to Bridge of Muchalls, and includes 
Portlethen and Newtonhill? 

• Do you know that this is new ward has a voting 
population of over 10,000? 

• Do you know that you have a ‘single transferable 
vote’ – so your second, third and fourth choice of 
councillor may also count? 

 
Henry Irvine-Fortescue from Maryculter says “I believe 
strongly that politics should have no place in local 
government, so I shall be standing as an independent 
councillor on 3rd May.  When I stood eight years ago, 
the ward had about 2,500 voters, so there is a big 
change this time, particularly with a rural / urban mix in 
the ward. 
     As a farmer I understand the challenges facing rural 
communities and as a tax consultant I know the 
financial concerns of many.  I am involved with 
campaigning on issues that affect our local communities 
and the preservation of their uniqueness, and I hope to 
meet you on the doorstep during the forthcoming 
campaign. 

 
Henry Irvine-Fortescue    Tel: 735121  
or e-mail:  hif@farmersweekly.net 
 

 
The last few months has continued to be a very 
busy period for the Community Council. In 
addition to our normal business we have spent a 
lot of time considering the impact of the 
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route on our 
community. Following a public meeting attended 
by representatives from the local AWPR team 
and Transport Scotland, we decided to issue a 
formal letter of objection on a number of specific 
issues of concern. The following is an extract 
from that letter. 
 
Routing of the Southern Leg of the AWPR 

Prior to the latest proposals we were advised that the 
choice would be made from the five previously 
identified options. The introduction of a sixth option 
that had not been included in previous informal 
consultation caused significant disquiet among the local 
community. It also raises questions about the failure to 
include other potential routes in the formal consultation 
process.  
 
Earthworks required for the Southern Leg of the 

AWPR 
We have been advised that the design of earthworks is 
not finalised and that the contractor eventually selected 
will have significant freedom to amend these 
earthworks. The Environmental Statement describes the 
elements included in the design of the proposed route 
to mitigate the impact on the local community and the 
environment. The earthworks are a critical element of 
these mitigations and any changes made in the future 
may significantly undermine the stated benefits of 
design. It is important that the local community are 
consulted in any decisions regarding the eventual 
design of the earthworks, to ensure that cost 
considerations are not allowed to undermine the 
present efforts to mitigate the impact on the 
environment and community. 
 
Design of Junctions 

Significant concerns have been raised about the design 
of the three junctions required for the proposed 
southern leg of the AWPR (Stonehaven, Cleanhill and 
Charleston). The AWPR management team have not 
provided a satisfactory explanation of the rationale for 
the design of these junctions. Well informed arguments 
in favour of other options that are believed to more 
effectively meet the stated objectives of improved traffic 
flows, and road safety have not been properly 
addressed. It is important that the design of these 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
     

We offer a specialist professional services in the following        
areas for Commercial, Industrial & Domestic customers: 
 

 
  Fire Protection - full range of Fire Extinguishing Equipment 

  Fire Detection Systems 
         Security - Intruder Alarms, CCTV, Door Access 

Light Fabrication 
 

     Enquiries to: 
         OTEAC Limited, Templars House, Maryculter AB12 5GB 
         Tel: 01224 739040; Fax: 01224 739032    

general@oteac.co.uk 
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 junctions is further reviewed, and that an independent 
examination of the merits of the current proposals and 
other options is undertaken before any final decision is 
taken. We have considered whether the AWPR should 
be accessible from within the NKRCC area, and in 
particular whether there should be a means of 
accessing the South Deeside Road directly from the 
AWPR. We believe that such a move would be 
detrimental to the local communities to the south of the 
river Dee ,in that it would result in a significant increase 
in traffic on the small rural roads passing through this 
area and thus be contrary to the stated objectives of 
the AWPR. We are similarly concerned that the AWPR 
will adversely affect the local community through the 
‘stopping up’ of existing local roads and that cost 
considerations may have an undue impact on such 
decisions.  

 
Future Development Activity 

Reference is made in the Environmental Statement to 
the potential adverse impact of “major future 
developments” associated with the AWPR. Despite 
assurances from members of the AWPR team that the 
proposed road is not intended as a “development 
corridor” , there remains a very high level of concern in 
the local community that the building of this road is only 
a prelude to the development of major commercial and 
residential sites along the route. We believe that a more 
definitive statement is required from the sponsors of the 
AWPR regarding future development of the countryside 
around Aberdeen, to provide reassurance to the local 
community and ensure that the road is being properly 
designed to meet anticipated traffic flows.  

 
 

Scheme Costs 
Public statements from the AWPR team have given an 
estimated cost for the whole proposed scheme of £295 
– 395 million. The reported cost is only that for the 
design and construction of the AWPR. It does not 
include the financing cost of the road which is intended 
to be built under a Public Private Partnership scheme. 
Given that the initial costs will be repaid over a 30 year 
period these financing costs will be significant.  

 
Environmental Assessment 

We are concerned that the proposed route and design 
for the southern leg of the AWPR has been issued for 
formal consultation before the environmental 
assessment has been completed in accordance with 
normal Scottish planning policy and practice for such 
schemes. A number of specific issues (e.g. timing of 
wildlife surveys, inconsistent noise surveys) have been 
raised with the way in which this assessment is being 
performed, which undermine it’s credibility with the 
local community. In order to satisfy these concerns it is 
important that there is a publicly available independent 
scrutiny of the environmental assessment used to justify 
the proposed route. 

 
Impact of Construction Activities 

As noted in the Environmental Statement, the 
construction of the road will create significant disruption 
and result in other adverse impacts on the local 

community and the environment. We believe that the 
planning process should consider and establish effective 
controls on the activities of the construction contractor 
that fully take into account the impact on the 
community, and which recognise the ecological 
importance of the area through which the road would 
be built. 
 
If you would like to read the entire letter it can 
be found on our website. Clearly the AWPR will 
continue to dominate our discussions over the 
next year, but as you will read in Rob Winmill’s 
section on Planning there are many other issues 
to concern us. If you have views on these issues 
or any other matter affecting the local 
community, you are very welcome to attend our 
regular monthly meetings. The Community 
Council meets every month (apart from July) 
normally on the third Monday of each month 
from 7.30 pm until around 9.30 pm depending 
on the amount of discussion! The meetings take 
place at Corbie Hall, Maryculter by the Old Mill 
Inn.  
 
For more information about the Community 
Council; our website is www.NKRCC.org.uk or 
alternatively contact us via: 
 
Secretary,  
North Kincardine Rural Community Council, 
Howieshill, Netherley, 
Stonehaven AB39 3SN. 
Tel: 01569 764436  
E Mail: Secretary@NKRCC.org.uk 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Complete Building Solutions 
for 

Domestic & Business Properties 
High Quality - Professional & Friendly Service 

 
Enquiries to:   Templars House, South Deeside Road 

 Aberdeen AB12 5GB  Tel 01224 355655  
 

Construction  

SBS 
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    PLANNING 
 
The Local Plan (ALP) was adopted last June  –  that 
is to say it is now the official Local Plan for 
Aberdeenshire, and together with the Structure Plan 
(NEST), forms the Development Plan for the Shire, 
against which all planning applications will be judged – 
until NEST or ALP is revised or up-dated.   Any 
member of the public with an interest in these matters 
can buy a Kincardine and Mearns (K and M) extract of 
ALP for £30.   That extract will show all policies, 
applying throughout the Shire, plus those specific 
locational matters for K and M (e.g. that Maryculter is 
considered a settlement but not mentioning Macduff or 
Monymusk ): available from Viewmount, Stonehaven 
Planning section. 
 
Blairs:  Since 1999 you have been reading here that 
Hotel/Conference Centre/Golf Course/281 houses etc 
“should be coming up for consideration soon”.   In Dec 
2006 it made it, only for the councillors to reject it: this 
would have been a huge new settlement in the Green 
Belt (bigger than Inverbervie) and 500 commuting cars 
were not thought very ‘sustainable’.  In the course of the 
debate, the developer’s agent stressed that so many 
houses were needed so as to restore Blairs properly and 
when questioned about the lack of ‘affordable homes’ 
stated that any affordable homes would have to be over 
and above the 281 otherwise the sums would simply not  
add up.  Fast forward two or three weeks and another 
application is submitted for a Hotel/Conference Centre/ 
Golf Course/280 houses of which 60 would be 
affordable homes. (Note: since 1999 house prices in the 
area have DOUBLED).  For 6 or 7 years many people, 
including NKRCC, have been saying that this was 
always an attempt to build a major new housing scheme 
in the Green Belt under the smokescreen  of ‘Saving 
Blairs’.  That now seems a justified charge and it only 
remains to be seen whether planners and councillors 
will be sweet-talked into changing their recent emphatic 
rejection by promises of affordable homes.  Those 
wishing to make comments or objections  should quote 
Ref. 2006 / 4973 
 
Wind Turbines – Meikle Carewe:  Here a similar 
picture: Year 2001, an application was refused for 10 
turbines, 250 ft high, atop this hill.   Reasons for refusal 
- potential interference with TV reception in scores, 
perhaps hundreds of households; visually intrusive and 
potential problems with Air Traffic Control.  In 2007 a 
new application was made for 12 turbines, 230 ft high 
on top of the same hill.  The developer claims that the 
previous reasons for refusal “have been addressed”.   
We can only say that, on the facts presented so far we 
see no evidence that those problems have been 
satisfactorily resolved.  Those wishing to comment or 
object should quote Ref. 2006 / 3934. 
 
Lairhillock School :  will open after the Easter break 
on 16 April.  Are we being naive in asking how it is that 

fish in the burn (preventing construction of the bridge), 
were only discovered 2/3rds of the way through the 
project?   
 
Other Planning:   We have debated the continuing 
controversy over the lifting of occupancy conditions; a 
15-house application at Westside on the 979 has still to 
be considered; an application for a new house and 16-
bed Lodge next to the Lairhillock (but not associated 
with it), is also on the table for determination.  In 
respect of the last, we know that many residents are 
concerned that the setting, and possibly continuing 
success of the Inn, could thus be affected. We, all three 
communities, have no Post Office, no shop, virtually no 
bus service and the Lairie has been our only, and well-
liked, focus - and employer - for years.   No-one would 
wish to see it harmed.   Ref No. 2006 / 4716 (House), 
2006 / 4717 (Lodge). 
 
Finally, the biggest project of all, the AWPR, is dealt 
with elsewhere.   By the time of the next ‘View’ we 
should have a date for that Public Inquiry, have a new 
batch of councillors and MSPs, and should have another 
Prime Minister.  Anyone wanting to take bets on them 
should lie down in a darkened room.   See you in the 
polling booth. 
 Rob Winmill, vice-chairman, NKRCC 
 

 
 

      ROSS DEEPTECH INITIATIVES LTD 
 
  SUBSEA  AND ENERGY ENGINEERING 
            Stonehaven, Fordoun and Orkney 

 

 From our extensive workshop and office facilities at     

Stonehaven and Fordoun,  we manufacture  

to client specification and provide support for Subsea 

and Offshore Production, Drilling, Diving, 

Construction, Intervention Alternative Energy 

Systems and Environmental Projects. 

  We also support traditional industries and offer 

Design and Manufacture, Fabrication, Welding and 

Machining, Assembly and Test, Field Work, 

Onshore, Offshore, UK and Overseas.  We can 

provide assistance with all manufacturing, 

 welding, quality and project management 

requirements and have 48 years of industry 

experience. 

  Tel : 01569 767888 
 Fax : 01569 766990 
 Web : www.rossdeeptech.com 
 Email : admin@rossdeeptech.com 
 Mobile : 07778 668630 
 24 hours : 01569 730718 
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Road Sense 
 

Road Sense was set  up 
immediately following the 
announcement from Tavish Scott, the Scottish Transport 
Minister, that a new route had been decided for the 
Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route.  The new dual 
carriageway would pass directly across the Dee at 
Milltimber Brae, and would include a fast link from 
Stonehaven through Netherley, joining the AWPR by a 
junction at Cleanhill, Maryculter.   
 
The new route had not previously been investigated in 
any detail by road engineers and environmental impact 
specialists.  Yet it would cut through spectacular areas 
of countryside and have a devastating impact upon local 
wildlife.  Perhaps even more important, many families 
would be affected adversely by the new route. 
 
No explanation was given for the new choice of route.  
It offers few benefits.  It would be too far from 
Aberdeen to alleviate traffic within the city.  It would 
cost an enormous sum, and it would pollute and damage 
a very extensive area.  It fails to deliver any of the 
advantages claimed for it by the AWPR Team.  Tavish 
Scott has remained silent about his reasons for choosing 
it.  The decision is contrary to the UK Government’s 
transport policy.  It is likely to create greater use of cars 
as development shifts from the city centre to surround 
the new route.  The road itself has been poorly designed, 
and entry to most of the radial routes into Aberdeen will 
be by traffic lights.  The potential for creating new 
congestion is enormous.  It is claimed the route will 
assist local industry, yet many local businessmen have 
not been consulted.  The local press has been reluctant 
to publish any views which run contrary to those 
expressed by the promoters of the scheme.  Yet this is 
the most unpopular road in Scotland. 
 
Since the initial announcement the actual line of the 
route has been developed further.  We now know where 
the promoters want it to go.  They have swerved it this 
way and that to avoid demolishing houses but the net 
result is that it runs very close to many of our homes.  
The effects of the noise and pollution upon local people 
have barely been considered.  Important points of detail, 
like which local roads will have to be closed, have yet to 
be decided but will greatly affect our own ability to 
travel and take part in local activities.  Environmental 
surveys for the route are far from finished.  
Nevertheless, just before Christmas a set of Road 
Orders and a partial and incomplete Environmental 
Statement were issued for the route.   
 
Road Sense was formed to coordinate opposition to the 
new route.  It brings together representatives from 
Stonehaven, Netherley, Maryculter East, Charleston, 
Peterculter, Milltimber, Silverburn, Kingswells, and 
Newmachar.  Its membership is strong and a great deal 
of support has been given by a large number of people.  
Initially, Road Sense has sought legal advice on 

opposing the route.  We have been told that we cannot 
challenge the proposal at this stage, as it has not been 
fully decided.  We have asked for further information on 
the route from the Minister and from Transport Scotland 
under the Freedom of Information Act.  However, 
information has so far been denied.  It is claimed that 
minutes were not taken of the meetings where new route 
was discussed and decided.  We have simply been told 
that ‘everything will be fully tested at a public inquiry’.  
The ‘Freedom, Fairness and Trust’ promised by Tavish 
Scott’s own party – the Liberal Democrats - has been 
conspicuous by its absence. 
 
Road Sense has the support of many other organisations 
in its opposition to this route including Transform 
Scotland, the RSPB Scotland, the Woodland Trust, 
Friends of the Earth, Aberdeen Greenbelt Alliance, the 
WWF, the Scottish Wildlife Trust, and Aberdeen Civic 
Society. Road Sense has encouraged people to comment 
on the Road Orders, with the result that more than 8,000 
people have now objected – underscoring the strong 
opposition to this route.  There is bound to be a Public 
Inquiry, which will probably take place towards the end 
of 2007, or in the spring of next year.  We have time to 
prepare our arguments against the route.  However, we 
will need help.  In particular we will need assistance in 
paying for legal representation and for expert witnesses 
to appear on our behalf.  Our legal advisors have left us 
in no doubt that we have a strong case.  There have been 
clear irregularities in the decision-taking process.  This 
route is the most harmful yet brings the fewest benefits.  
We shall argue that what is needed is a more open, 
consultative and reasoned approach towards deciding 
the transport needs of Aberdeen and the surrounding 
area, for now and for the future.  We should not be 
complacent, however.  We still need to win the hearts 
and minds of those currently supporting the route.   
 
Road Sense needs your help.  It is no good having a 
good case to present at the Public Inquiry if we do not 
have the financial support to present our case.  We need 
donations from all those affected by the route.  Details 
of how to contribute are given on the Road Sense 
website www.road-sense.org or you may contact me on 
Tel:  868984. 
 
There is another way you can help.  In May you will 
have a chance to elect new Aberdeenshire Council and 
Scottish Parliamentary representatives at the local and 
national elections.  You do not need me to tell you that 
your vote will be very important.  A vote against those 
who support this route is a good way to confirm your 
own opposition to it.  Road Sense will be talking 
directly to local politicians and we hope to persuade 
Nicol Stephen, currently the Deputy First Minister, to 
take part in public meeting where he will be forced to 
debate Scotland’s most unpopular route with other 
politicians.  He has already been asked for suitable dates 
when he will be available. 
Tony Hawkins, secretary 
 

 



 

 20 

      BOOKING OF HALLS AND GROUNDS  
 
Corbie Hall and field    Carol Masson  Tel: 733583 
           Carol.masson@tiscali.net 
M-C Church Hall and glebe field  Rev. Bruce Gardner 
        Tel: 735776    Ministerofbdmc@aol.com 
Scout and Guide Hut Les Paterson  Tel: 868676 
    lesardoe@aol.com 
Cookney Hall            Willy Angus   Tel: 01569 730123 
Ardoe Hall                Wattie Simpson       Tel: 861774 
Blairs College Hall   John-Evans-Freke   Tel: 867626 
 
 
  REPRESENTATION 
 
MP   Sir Robert Smith 
 Tel: 01330 820330       Fax: 01330 820338 
          bobsmith@cix.co.uk 
MSP Mike Rumbles 
 Tel: 01330 820268       Fax: 01330 820106 
Councillor Sandy Wallace Tel: 01330 844343 
  cllr.a.wallace@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Councillor Mike Sullivan Tel: 01569 766922 
  cllr.m.j.d.sullivan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
Aberdeenshire Council   
Viewmount,    Tel: 01569 768300 
Arduthie Road,   Fax.: 01569 766549 
Stonehaven.   www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
AB39 2DQ 
      
      
  POLICE 
Emergencies  Tel: 999 
All non-emergencies Tel: 0845 600 5700 
Crimestoppers  Tel: 0800 555 111 
Drugs Information Line Tel: 0800 371553 
 
 
  SERVICES 
 
Bluebird buses 
No. 103  Aberdeen to Laurencekirk via Banchory- 
      Devenick and Netherley 
No. 204, Aberdeen to Strachan via Maryculter and    
     Blairs 
  Tel:  212266 or 591381 
 E-mail:Public.transport@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Dial a Trip 
Bus service with tail lift for concession card and taxi 
card holders.  Phone two days in advance for this door 
to door service.  Tel: 01569 765765 
 
Library 
The mobile van visits Netherley, Maryculter and 
Banchory-Devenick fortnightly on Wednesday or 
Thursday. 
Jaqueline Geekie   Tel: 01651 872707 
 
Window cleaning 
Martin Pilley         Tel: 01261 815411 

  EVENTS CALENDAR 
 
March 
Wed.      14 Maryculter WRI birthday party 
Monday 19 NKRCC 
  Netherley WRI birthday party 
Thursday22 Babies and Toddlers coffee morning 
Tuesday 27 Friends of Cookney Hall meeting 
 
April 
Monday   2 Church Guild business meeting 
Wed.      11 Maryculter WRI, ‘Ribbons’n Tails’ 
Monday 16 NKRCC 
  Netherley WRI ‘Guilianotti Sweet Shop’ 
  Lairhillock School opens 
Friday    20 Friendship Club basket whist drive 
 
May 
Wed.      2   Kincardine and Deeside Church Guild 
                     annual rally 
Thursday 3 Election Day 
Wed.       9 Maryculter WRI  Business / Bring and Buy 
Saturday 12 Friends of Guiding Daffodil Tea 
Monday 21 NKRCC 
  Plant Sale at Corbie Hall 
  Netherley WRI  AGM and card making 
Monday 28 Maryculter Playgroup Open Week 11-noon  
 
June 
Wed.       6 WRI Kincardineshire Federation 80th 
  birthday party, Ardoe House Hotel 
Thursday 7 Friendship Club bus outing 
Saturday 16 ST Ternan’s Church fete 
Monday 18   NKRCC  AGM 
 
July   
Thursday 5 Friendship Club bus outing 
 
August 
Thursday 2 Friendship Club bus outing 
Wed.        8 Maryculter WRI 
Saturday 18 Riding for the Disabled  sale from                     
  10-noon at the Plainstones, Stonehaven 
Monday  20 NKRCC 
Saturday 25 St Ternan’s Church tabletop sale at the 
  Plainstones, Stonehaven from 10-noon. 
 
 

 
Editors:     Hazel Witte      Tel: 732738 
          Monearn, Maryculter,  AB12 5GT 
          witte@dsl.pipex.com 
 
  Carolyn Morrison    Tel: 732026 
  Corbie Cottage, Maryculter   AB12 5FT 
  Carolyn@paragon-systems.co.uk 
 
       Please send copy for the Autumn issue of  
    YOUR NEWSLETTER by the end of August 


