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Welcome to the Autumn/Winter South Deeside View.  Hopefully 
everyone has enjoyed a great summer. 
We’ve got lots of news; a  new section on Home Deliveries for organic 
fruit and veg ,as well as fish etc.   
We also have an Events Diary on the back page which follows a request to 
help ensure that events don’t clash!    
There’s also a Main Contacts List otherwise phone number are at the end 
of each entry.  All phone numbers are Aberdeen listed (01224) unless 
otherwise indicated.    
A BIG thank you to over 50 contributors and to our advertisers. 
 
Let us know if we have omitted happenings in the area which would be of 
interest to others.  We need YOU to keep us up-to-date! 
 
Editorial Contact:  Hazel Witte Tel: 732738 
witte@dslpipex.com 
Monearn, Maryculter, Aberdeen AB12 5GT 
 
 
Spring/Summer Issue deadline end of February 2006 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SPORTING HEROINES 
Congratulations to three local women who have 
recently excelled in their different sports: 
Katherine Grainger from Maryculter, leader of the 
women’s quadruple sculls team, who won the silver 
medal at the World Rowing Championships at 
Windsor. 
 
Ginny Pollard from Netherley who became Ladies 
Scottish 12 hour Time Trial Champion cyclist  as 
well as earlier winning the Scottish 100 mile Trial 
Championship.  In both events she smashed the 
Veteran Ladies records. 
 
Lynda Keeler from Netherley and her horse La 
Rouge, along with four other team members, won the 
Celtic Challenge at the Scottish Endurance Riding 
Championships at Yetholm in the Borders. 
 
 



 

 

 
Babies and Toddlers 
Parents with little ones from birth to 3 years old meet 
on Thursdays during the school term from 9.30 - 
11.30am in the Maryculter Church Hall.  Join us for  
tea or coffee and for get-togethers during school 
holidays.Jill Greenlees : 739235 
 
 
Maryculter Playgroup 
We are open every morning between 9.30 and noon 
during school terms in Corbie Hall, Maryculter.  The 
group follows the national curriculum for 3-5 year 
olds and we welcome children from the age of two 
and a half.  The glorious weather this summer 
enabled us to make good use of our secure outdoor 
play area. 
Jill Greenlees: 739235 or Mobile number during 
Playgroup mornings: 07765 525317 
 
Maryculter Rainbows 

Girls aged 5-7 meet in the Scout 
Hut on Thursdays between 5.15 
and 6.15pm for a varied 
programme of crafts, games and 
other activities. 
Diane Brown: 734687  
peteradambrown@tiscali.co.uk  
 

Maryculter Brownies  
  It has been a busy summer term which mainly 
involved finding water somewhere and getting as wet 
as possible. The highlight was another sleepover, 
with this year’s theme ‘summer at the seaside’, and 
great fun was had by all. 
Meetings are on Thursdays in the Scout Hut from 
6.30-8pm . We have our full complement at the 
moment, but there are vacancies on the horizon, so 
please make contact if interested in joining.  
Elaine Davies:  01569 730374  
Lynn Murphy:   01330 811500 
 
 
 
 

Maryculter Guides 
 
This year’s good weather has allowed the 10-14 year 
olds to enjoy all sorts of outdoor activities including 
cooking, tracking and games.  The camping weekend 
at Kirkton Glebe Park was a success, so some plan to 
travel to Swizerland for next year’s  camp.  We have 
a few vacancies so would welcome new recruits. 
Diane Brown: 734687  
peteradambrown@tiscali.co.uk  
 
Maryculter Rangers  
We celebrated the near-end of our first year with a 
short camp.  Despite the weather which invariably 
accompanies camping trips we would all do it again, 
and are planning a winter weekend in a bothy in the 
mountains, complete with log fire we hope.  Our 
meetings are on alternate Mondays in the Scout Hut 
from 7.30 - 9.30pm, and  new members will be very 
welcome. Please contact one of us for more details.  
Jackie Cowan:  869668  
 
 
The Youth Café 
All children from P7 to S6 are welcome at the 
Maryculter Church Hall every Thursday from 7 to 
9pm 
Anne Massie  Tel: 732071 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

We offer a specialist professional services in the following 
areas for Commercial, Industrial & Domestic customers: 

 
Fire Protection - full range of Fire Extinguishing equipment) 

Fire Detection Systems 
Security - Intruder Alarms, CCTV, Door Access 

Light Fabrication 

Enquiries to: 
OTEAC Limited, Templars House, Maryculter AB12 5GB 
Tel: 01224 739040; Fax: 01224 739032 
general@oteac.co.uk 
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Beavers   
 
A Beaver's life is a short one as they are only in the 
Colony for two years - but in that time they progress 
from shy little Beaver to King of the Colony Beaver. 
Having just restarted after Summer we have five new 
Beavers making about seventeen in total, and so the 
progression through the Colony continues as we try 
to give them a programme of fun, activities and 
crafts.  
Unfortunately too, a Beaver Leader's life in the 
Colony can be short, as often as a parent, they exit 
the Colony when their King Beaver leaves.  And this 
is the situation we find ourselves in again - a lack of 
Beaver Leaders. Anyone interested in giving of their 
time to help with the Colony on a Tuesday from 5.30 
to 7.00 p.m. please get in touch.  
Kathleen Paterson, Beaver Leader 
 
 Tel: 868676  
 
1st Maryculter Scouts  
The Scouts will be restarting after their Summer 
break and we hope some new boys will be joining us 
as a number of the older Scouts have moved on to 
Explorer Scouts or left.  
Fraser McTaggart, Rowan Ah-see and James Mean 
completed their last Challenge badge by undertaking 
an overnight hike along the Speyside Way in June, 
and by doing so Fraser and James gained their Chief 
Scout Award - the highest award in Scouts. Well 
done to them!   
Summer Camp was at Alyth and despite a downpour 
when we arrived, we had lovely weather for the rest 
of the week and managed to complete a varied 
programme of activities and hikes.  
We are always looking for programme ideas and 
opportunities, and should there be anyone in the 
community with a particular skill, hobby or interest 
that might interest the Scouts then please feel 
welcome to approach us with any ideas.....  
Les Paterson, Scout Leader  Tel:  8686767  
 
 
 

Maryculter WRI 
Meetings are at 7.30pm on the second Wednesday of 
each month in the Corbie Hall, Maryculter from 
August to May.  Our varied programme includes a 
cookery demonstration, craftwork, quiz, visits and 
social events.  New members will be very welcome.  
 Secretary, Sheila Bissett Tel: 01569 731708 
 
Netherley WRI 
Meetings are held in Netherley School on the third 
Monday of each month between August and May at 
7.30pm.  Despite having the smallest membership in 
the Kincardineshire Federation, they won their way 
to the national bowls final - well done! 
Secretary, Margaret Carmichael  Tel: 01569 764330 
 
Church Guild 
See Churches section 
 
 
Maryculter Senior Citizens Association 
Provides a Christmas party for senior citizens in the 
area.  Please contact one of the committee members 
if you know of anyone who may be eligible to attend. 
Fiona Thomson  733324 
Geordie Wallace 734469 
Jim Dunn  733948 
Richard Connon    867580 
Debbie Cameron 01330 811175 
 

Meals on Wheels 
We are a group of ladies who deliver meals on 
wheels in the area on a Tuesday and Thursday 
lunchtime.   There are only 2 clients meantime but 
this varies from time to time.   If you could spare an 
hour to do these worthwhile visits about one week in 
seven then please get in touch - you would be very 
welcome. 
  Carol Masson Tel: 733583 
 
Kincardine and Deeside Befriending 
This is a well established local charity which matches 
lonely, isolated, older people with a volunteer on a 
one to one basis.  We are currently looking for people 
to join us as befrienders throughout Kincardineshire 
and the Mearns – could you make a real difference in 
your community? 
   The long, darker days of Autumn and Winter can 
seem very long indeed to some older people who are 
unable to get out and about without help and may not 
have family or friends locally who can support them.  
This is where a volunteer befriender can help – 
someone who can spend an hour or two each week or 
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fortnight visiting an older person, perhaps 
accompanying them on a walk, drive or simply 
visiting at home for a chat and a cup of tea.  A 
friendly face can certainly bring sunshine into a long 
winter’s day. 
   Befriending is very flexible and can be fitted in 
around full or part time work.  Our befrienders are 
both men and women and of all ages.  The scheme 
provides support, training and expenses to its 
volunteers.  Befriending can make a real difference to 
someone’s life – providing companionship, practical 
help and a listening ear.  If you feel that you have a 
little time to spare and could help out in your 
community please contact: 
Catherine King Tel: 01569 765714 
42 – 46 Barclay St, Stonehaven AB39 2FX 
E-mail:  befriending@hotmail.com 
 
 Corbie Park and Community Hall 
Although it has been quiet without the Playgroup 
over the Summer, the hall continues to be a popular 
venue for community events. The field is looking 
great thanks to Jim Ewen's care and attention and has 
been well used over the summer. You may have 
noticed the addition of some floral displays which 
have enhanced the bareness of some aspects, and 
have been much admired. 
As mentioned in the previous South Deeside View, 
we have applied for a Lottery grant to build new 
changing rooms adjacent to the existing hall and we 
are very hopeful that we will be successful. This 
will avoid having to change for sports in the hall and 
will bring our facilities up to acceptable standards. If 
we are successful, we may have to organise some 
fund-raisers to top-up our own funds and hope you 
will all support us when the time comes.  
We are always looking to expand the use of the hall 
by accommodating new groups or activities. With 
winter approaching anyone looking for a venue for 
get-togethers may like to consider the Community 
(Corbie) Hall - the rates are very reasonable and the 
Committee are a joy to deal with! 
Booking secretary, Carol Masson  Tel: 733583 
  
  
Police 
The new number for all non-emergency calls in 
Grampian is 0845 600 5 700.   
Drugs Information Line:  0800 371553  (24 hours) 
Do call if you have information about illegal drugs. 
Crimestoppers:  Tel: 0800 555 111 is an 
anonymous, 24 hour, crime-reporting helpline. 
  

Constable Wendy Cook, based at Portlethen has 
supplied the following report for our area :- 
During the last six months there have been a few 
minor traffic accidents, fortunately without serious 
injuries, some drivers reported for carelessness and 
two charges of drink driving.  Two thefts of diesel 
from farm tanks were reported, an attempted theft at 
a building site and tools taken from a garage which 
were later recovered.  Vandals who caused several 
thousand pounds of damage in woodland and a 
recreational park, have not yet been apprehended. 
   Officers at Portlethen Police Office are happy to 
undertake Crime Prevention Surveys for 
householders and commercial premises without 
charge.   
   If you have a burglar alarm, please give the 
Stonehaven Police office contact details of your 
keyholder.  An activated alarm ringing continuously 
can cause distress to neighbours. 
   And a last reminder – keep valuables out of sight 
and use timer switches for lights, to make your 
property less attractive to thieves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Macmillan Coffee Morning  
on Friday September 29 at Storybook 
Glen, Maryculter from 10.30-noon 
Various stalls, bring and buy, raffles and 
donations at the door. All welcome. 
       Sheila Stewart  Tel: 734222 
 
 
 The River Dee Trust 
   Exhibition of paintings of the River Dee 
           by Howard Butterworth 
     November 12-14,  Marcliffe Hotel 
 
Kevin and Sharon Park are pleased to announce 
the arrival of another baby boy; Rylan Archibald, 
born at 12:53 on 22nd August 2006 weighing 
8lbs 4oz. 
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STORYBOOK GLEN 
 
Well known to us all by now as a popular play area 
for families with young children. Where else can you 
find nursery rhyme and cartoon characters alongside 
a wide variety of very much alive birds, and if you 
are very quiet, squirrels and roe deer? Season tickets 
are available and valid for a year from date of 
purchase. Opening times are from 10.00am to 
6.00pm daily. Tel/Fax:  732941 and   
www.storybookglen.co.uk 
 
 
OPEN AIR POOL AT  STONEHAVEN 

 
As of the 15th August, attendance figures had reached 
the staggering total of 35,198 – a very far cry from 
the 13,000 the numbers had dwindled to in the year 
prior to its threatened closure. 
 
Ian Black, the former Olympic and Commonwealth 
swimmer, performed the opening ceremony on the 4th 
June and everything went swimmingly from then on!  
The gardens created outside the front of the pool by 
the Beechgrove Garden team have been a great 
success and much admired; the midnight swims (held 
every Wednesday during the school holiday period) 
were well attended; the aqua ceilidh attracted its 
usual huge crowd of people eager to dance the Gay 
Gordons, Strip the Willow etc IN THE WATER!!, 
and Mary Mitchell, the dynamic and hard-working 
chairman of the Friends of the Pool has had some 
wonderful feed-back from people visiting the pool 
either for the first time or returning after a long 
absence from the area to relive childhood memories. 
 
The pool is available for corporate events with 
barbecue facilities, use of the café and a swoopee 
inflatable for children.  Anyone requiring further 
information, please contact Sheila Stuart (01224 
734222). 
 
DRUM  CASTLE 
 
Drum Castle has had a very successful season with 
its regular annual events, open air Shakespeare on the 
South Lawn, the Teddy Bears’ Picnic, the Jaguar car 
rally, the falconry and dog agility displays etc. all 
being very well attended. 
 
Some of you may have seen the Garden of Historic 
Roses being featured on the Beechgrove Garden T.V. 
programme and if you’ve never visited it in July 

when the roses are at their perfumed best, you’ve 
deprived yourself of a wonderful experience! 
 
The castle continues to be a very popular venue for 
weddings (both in the chapel and the library) and 
corporate dinners.  Anyone interested in holding such 
an event should contact the castle direct (Tel: 01330 
811204). 
 
The castle will remain open in September (afternoons 
only and closed on Tuesdays and Fridays) from 12.30 
– 5pm (though last entry to all N.T.S. properties is ¾ 
hour before closing time).  The castle’s most popular 
event, however, takes place in December (Sat. 9th and 
Sun. 10th) when the courtyard is transformed into a 
Christmas market with lots of stalls with brightly 
striped awnings, and over 1,200 hot mince pies and 
glasses of mulled wine are handed out!  Holly-wreath 
making is demonstrated and one can buy a kit to 
make one’s own at home – or purchase one ready 
made.  Carols are sung round a decorated tree in the 
courtyard and everyone agrees that this event is more 
akin to how the run-up to Christmas should be 
celebrated rather than the aggressive 
commercialisation of most town centres. 
 
Scottish Accordion and Fiddle Evenings 
These toe-tapping evenings are held in Durris village 

hall on the second Sunday of each 
month. Visitors are welcome, but 
get there early for a good seat. 
Doors open from 6.30 pm. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Complete Building Solutions 
for 

Domestic & Business Properties 
High Quality - Professional & Friendly Service 

 
Enquiries to:   Templars House, South Deeside Road 
Aberdeen AB12 5GB  Tel 01224 355655  

Construction 

SBS 
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Banchory Devenick Primary School 
 
We have welcomed 15 Primary 1 children into our 
school this term, all are settling in well, bringing our 
school role up to 51. 
 
Towards the end of last term the children participated 
in a sponsor walk to Aberdeen (within the school 
grounds).  A grand total of £642 was raised for the 
victims of the Indonesian Earthquake. 
 
Her Majesty’s Inspectors inspected our school during 
the week beginning 12th June.  Verbal feedback has 
been positive.  The full written report will be ready 
by the end of October. 
 
As part of our Global Citizenship Curriculum the 
school are continuing to sponsor a child in 
Guatemala.  The children have started off the term by 
writing letters to Marvin. 
 
“Kids in Condition” are to provide Positive Play 
Time Sessions from the 23rd August until the 11th 
October for P6 and P7.  These sessions are intended 
to train the pupils to run games and support younger 
pupils in the playground. 
 
Our Primary 6and 7 pupils are about to embark on 
their Cycling Proficiency Training.  This will be co-
ordinated by Sandra McKechnie, Road Safety Officer 
assisted by parent helpers. 
JonathanRevell Head Teacher 
 
Maryculter Primary School 
 
Maryculter has an exciting programme planned up to 
Christmas. We have a role of 54 children in school 
and 20 nursery pupils.  We welcomed 6 new pupils in 
to P1 who will be full time from September 18, and 
wish them well in their school career.  There will be 
a PTA barbecue at Corbie Park on September 9, a 
whole school visit to Techfest, cycling proficiency in 

 September and October, a visit from Zoo Lab and a 
theatre visit to look forward to.  
   We are holding our annual Health and Safety week 
from October 30 and on 3 November have invited 
Netherley school to see Oliver Twist performed by 
Working Space Theatre with us.  We are working 
hard to merge the two schools prior to moving to the 
new Lairhillock School in January. The Head 
Teacher appointment has not yet been made, but we 
now have a joint football team. 
   Our grounds are in glorious bloom just now, thanks 
to a donation of flowering plants via the Community 
Council. 
   A committee has been formed to organise an Open 
Day on Saturday 25 November at Maryculter School 
between 10 a.m. (morning coffee) and 3 p.m. with a 
soup and cheese lunch.  Any old photos would be 
appreciated, (named on the back so they can be 
returned), school newsletters or any other 
memorabilia. These can be handed in to school or 
given to  committee members Susan Black  Tel: 
732115 or Audrey Lowson Tel: 732198 to put on 
display.  Visitors will have the opportunity to see 
around the school and catch up with old friends.  
Commemorative mugs with either Maryculter School 
or Maryculter East School can be purchased. 
   There are so many changes facing Maryculter 
Community coming up, but we remain very positive 
and forward looking. 
                                   Kate Hopkins, Head teacher 
 
Netherley Primary School 
 
This is going to be an exciting year with many 
changes for all of us but we will continue to provide 
the est possible education for all our pupils in the old 
school and the new in the friendly caring family that 
is Netherley School and which will be Lairhillock. 
P1-4 are studying Farming and P5-7 , the Victorians. 
If anyone has examples of old farming equipment eg 
a butter churn, we would love to borrow them. 
 
Schools football 
 
The local primary schools have been continuing their 
long-established footballing tradition.  Each of them, 
as usual, took part in the Mid Deeside Small Schools 
League, playing against teams as far afield as 
Finzean home and away through out the year. This 
time round, Maryculter beat off the challenge from 
their closest rivals Drumoak to win the title.  The 
most intense football activity though comes at the 
start of June, when Banchory Devenick, Durris, 
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Maryculter and Netherley schools compete for the 
Invercrynoch Cup and Crynoch Shield over three 
evenings at Corbie Park.  The Invercrynoch Cup is a 
beast of a trophy which is now in its 26th year.  It is a 
7-a-side competition for the P5-7 pupils.  This year, 
Maryculter managed the league and cup double by 
also taking home the Cup. I hope 
someone likes polishing!  
   Pupils up to P4 play for the Crynoch Shield and 
this year it was won by an equally promising Durris 
team. It is a real joy to see these players progressing 
as they move from the conventional "bees round the 
honeypot" tactic to a fluid 2-1-2-1 with attacking 
wing backs 
that can swiftly turn defence into devastating attack.   
   Thanks to all those who ferried and supported the 
teams during the year, and to Roger Thorne at the 
Lairhillock for sponsoring the Crynoch Shield and 
supplying the hotdogs on the day. 
    
FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
Outings to places of interest are on the first Thursday 
of each month between May and September. 
Tel:  Peggy Paterson  734888 
 

 
MARYCULTER DRIVING FOR THE 

DISABLED 
 

Maryculter Driving for the Disabled season will 
finish on the 20th September with a barbecue to thank 
all the helpers and tea ladies who have supported us.  
There will be a cone driving competition where all 
the disabled competitors are winners and there are no 
losers.  If there are any interested people out there 
who would like to see what we get up to, do come 
along to Maryculter Home Farm at 1pm.  The 
Garioch Group from Old Rayne, Inverurie, will join 
us. 
   This season has been great for weather. We have 
only had to cancel one session during the summer 
because of rain, though we still needed our semmits 
on at the start of the season. We have 14 disabled 
registered with the Group. On average 10 of these 
come to a session on a Wednesday afternoon at 
Home Farm 
   Thirty of the Group travelled to Glamis Castle on 
May 23 to celebrate 30 years of Driving for the 
Disabled with the Forfar, Bannockburn, and Garioch 

Groups. Good fun, but summer hadn’t arrived then 
and it was a raw day though it did stay dry. Corbie 
travelled in style thanks to the use of Kate 
Brockman’s horse trailer, and Willie Donald 
transported the 4-wheel cartie for the disabled along 
with the rest of the gear.  
   The Group was fortunate in obtaining funding from 
the Aberdeen Students Charities campaign this year, 
and that went towards the cost of our trip to Glamis, 
new reins, barriers, etc. Our Annual General Meeting 
and Christmas Meal will be held at the beginning of 
December, date and venue still to be finalised  
   New volunteers will be very welcome next season, 
when training days are held to explain  how the 
Group operates. Experience with horses is not 
required, more an ability to blether!  Please contact 
us if you are interested.  
   Finally on behalf of our disabled friends, a thank 
you to Jane MacInnes at Maryculter Home Farm for 
the use of her premises on a Wednesday afternoon, to 
all those people who have supported us over the last 
year from repairing/modifying trailers, supplying all 
the fine pieces for tea on a Wednesday, our loyal 
group of helpers and of course the committee. Thank 
you all. 
   George Masson (Chairman) Tel :  733583 
   Caroline McTaggart  (Secretary) Tel  : 734093 
 
COOKNEY BOWLING CLUB 
We have over thirty members who meet at Cookney 
Hall twice a week at 7.30pm to enjoy games of carpet 
bowls.  Monday is competition evening giving 
everyone a couple of games, while Thursday is a ‘hat 
night’.  New members will be most welcome. 
     President: Arthur Durward   Tel:  01569 730164 
 
YOGA 
Ilse Elders runs a Yoga class on Tuesday evenings 
from 7.30 till 9pm in the Corbie Hall, Maryculter.  
Anyone interested in joining should phone her to 
ensure that a place is available. 
     Ilse Elders   Tel: 868301 
 
GLENDALE FOOTBALL CLUB 
The club are in Division 1 North of the Amateur 
League, based at Blairs where they train on Tuesday 
evenings.  While the changing rooms there are being 
renovated, they will play matches at Corbie Park on 
Saturdays.  The Blairs pitch is being maintained 
ready for a return.  We have some new members this 
season and welcome others aged seventeen and over. 
Jim Grant Tel: 867512 



 

 
BRIG O’DEE FOOTBALL CLUB 
The team play at Corbie Park on alternate Sundays, 
with other teams in the Sunday Amateur League 
competing there on the  weekends in between. 
Colin Smith  (also Secretary of the Sunday League) 

Tel: 878076 
 
Dog Clubs 
All meet in the Ardoe Hall at 7.30pm 
Tuesday - The Bon Accord Kennel Club 
  Tel: Susan Stewart, 01330 860569 
Wednesday - The German Shepherd Club 
  Tel: Isabel McInnes, 582413 
Thursday - Training for Showing Group  
   Tel: Betty Munro, 632856 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOCAL   HISTORY …from 
Mike Harris, The Gables, Netherley. 

AN  OUTLINE  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  
NEWTON  DEE 

 
I was enjoying a coffee and cheese scone last Autumn 
in Newton Dee and looked around for something to 
read.  In a small bookrack I saw a folder and it was a 
treasure, a serendipity, an outline history of Newton 
Dee done a few years ago by a Camphill Community 
careworker who has now moved on.  I am indebted to 
her and am glad of the opportunity to make the story 
more widely known.  The full version is available 
there for anyone who wants to pursue the detail. 
   Originally the estate was called Newtown of Murtle 
and at one time was spelt Murthill.  In 1808 the name 
became Dee Bank, the name Newton Dee dates from 
1891.  It used to be part of the parish of Banchory-
Devenick but became part of the parish of Peterculter 
in 1892. 
   The history of Murtle was written by John 
Henderson in 1890 in his book ‘The History of 
Banchory -Devenick’.  In 1974 Peta Engel brought it 
up to date in her book available at Camphill.  In 1163 
King Malcolm IV gave Murtle to Bishop Matthew of 
Aberdeen and his successors.  In 1388 the estate 
passed to William Chalmers.  Various tenants held 
the estate till 1648 when William Guild bought it 
from James Murry.  Guild died in 1659.  The Irvines 
of Drum Castle owned it until 1695.  In 1761 the 
feudal rights for Newton Dee were held by Marischal  
College.  John Farquhar bought it while working at 
Culter sawmill.  He was responsible for building 
Newton Dee House.  In 1774 he sold it to Captain 
William Henderson of the 4th Kings Own Foot 
Regiment who built the embankment which protects 
the estate from the river in 1782. 
   In 1807 he sold it to Arthur Anderson who had 
been at Marischal College from 1789-1793, then 
travelled to Madras, returning to Aberdeen in 1806.  
He also had a home at 48 Skene Terrace.  In 1807 he 
married Margaret Skene, the daughter of the 
Professor of Natural Philosophy at Marischal 
College.  They had six children, and their youngest 
son, Arthur born in 1814 became a medical doctor in 
1835.  In 1838 he entered the Army, later serving in 
the Crimean War and also in China in 1857.  He 
became Principal Medical Officer in Bengal.  For the 
last 25 years of his life he lived in Pitlochry, dying in 
1896. 
   When Arthur Anderson died in 1837, Newton Dee 
passed to his oldest son Michie.  He went to 
Aberdeen Grammar School from 1812-1817, studied 

NORTH  BURNSIDE  KENNELS 
& CATTERY 

 
 

 
 
 

“where part of your family  
becomes part of ours” 

 
Tel 01224  733474 

 
Netherley Road, Burnside, 

Maryculter 
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medicine at Marischal College and became a 
surgeon.  Like his father he served in the Indian 
Army in Madras and was also employed by the East 
India Company. In 1840 Michie married Margaret 
Forbes of the Craigievar Castle family.  They 
travelled back to India but Margaret died of cholera 
aged  21.  He returned to live at Newton Dee before 
1860 and retired as a surgeon.  In 1860 he had a son 
by Isabella Taylor followed by two daughters.  
Michie Anderson married Isabella at St. Nicholas 
Church in 1866 and the family lived at Newton Dee.  
In 1878 they moved to Newburgh House 20 miles 
away, where he died in 1888. 
   The estate was purchased in 1879 by Charles 
Duncan who also had a house at 1 Albyn Terrace.  
He was born in 1831, studied law at Marischal 
College and later became Procurator-Fiscal for 
Aberdeenshire in 1880.  Before then he was a 
political agent and secretary of the East 
Aberdeenshire Liberal Association.  He was director 
of a number of companies including the Town and 
Country Bank and the Caledonian Insurance 
Company.  Charles Duncan married Emily Robertson 
in 1845 and they had 12 children between 1865 and 
1885.  Four were born after they purchased Newton 
Dee.  William the eldest son became an advocate in 
1890.  He rose to Lt. Colonel in the Gordon 
Highlanders and served in the South African War 
(1900-1902). 
   Another son, Macbeth Moir, was educated at 
Aberdeen, Edinburgh and Cambridge.  He also 
became an advocate in 1891. He was President of the 
Scottish Rugby Union in 1927-8 and Hon. Sec. Of 
the Aberdeen Golf Club from 1893-1921 and Captain 
from 1921.  He also became Lt. Colonel 
commanding the 1st Highland Brigade, Royal Field 
Artillery at the outbreak of the First World War.  In 
1916 he was made a Companion of the Order of St. 
Michael and St. George.  
   The estate was purchased by William Johnston in 
1891.  The family has a coat of arms with a phoenix 
with the motto, ‘Vive ut postea vivas’ – “Live that 
thou mayest hereafter live”.  William married 
Charlotte Arnott in 1882, they had no children.  
William studied at Aberdeen and Edinburgh and 
became a medical doctor in 1865, becoming a 

surgeon in the same year.  He entered the Army in 
1865 and rose through the ranks to become Lt. 
Colonel, Brigade Surgeon in 1892.  He served in the 
Transvaal in 1878 and the Zulu war of 1879.  About 
the time he bought Newton Dee he commanded the 
Depot and Training School of the Medical Staff 
Corps in Aldershot.  He retired in 1892 but was re-
employed by the Army in 1899 during the Boer War.  
He became a Companion of the Order of the Bath in 
1902 and retired to Newton Dee where young 
soldiers from Castle Hill, Aberdeen received a warm 
welcome.  He was involved with the following 
charities: the Sick Childrens’ Hospital, the Blind 
Asylum, the Royal Infirmary and was also a J.P.  
William was also a historian with an interest in 
genealogy He published a number of books mainly 
for private distribution and died in 1914.  The 
ferrywoman, Bella said, “He was such a kind man, he 
gave each of his tenants a fine Christmas.  He waited 
in the washing house and then he came and gave 
each one five shillings in one hand and an orange in 
the other.  Then there was a meal for all the tenants in 
the kitchen and a dance afterwards.”  
   His widow, Charlotte continued to live at Newton 
Dee but in  later years her health declined and the 
estate was neglected.  In 1939 it was arranged that 
the servant who lived in the Gate Lodge would 
provide help when she was ill. She died in 1945 in a 
Banchory nursing home.  William and Charlotte are 
buried in Banchory-Devenick churchyard.  Part of 
the land was sold to the Golf Club.  The estate 
operated as a farm school until 1960.  When the 
Hydro Board decided to erect pylons, it was felt 
impossible to continue as a farm school so the estate 
was sold to the Camphill Village Trust as a place for 
adults with special needs.  The Trust was already 
established at Camphill Estate and work was just 
started at Murtle. 
   Bella, the ferrywoman, (Isobel Main) was born in 
1896 and died in 1989.  Her father was a groom at 
the farm Mains of Murtle and her mother postwoman 
for Bieldside.  Before taking on the ferry she was 
also a postwoman in Bieldside and kept a small 
tearoom on the south bank.  She lived on the Newton 
Dee estate in what is now ‘Lyra’. 
               Mike Harris 
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Banchory Devenick & Maryculter-Cookney 

(BDMC) Parish Church 
Minister:  Rev. Bruce Gardner, Tel.  735776       
E-mail:  MinisterofBDMC@aol.com   
 
Morning Services:                                                        
Banchory Devenick Church at 10am and Maryculter-
Cookney Church at 11.30am  
Informal Evening Service in Maryculter-Cookney 
Church Hall at 6.30pm 
Sunday School welcomes children aged 3 and over.   
They attend the church service for around 20 minutes 
then go out to Sunday School for the rest of the hour. 
BD contact,  Jane Ah-See         Tel: 863301 
M-C contact Helen Anderson   Tel: 780352   
 
Communion Services 
 29th October at 10am         Banchory Devenick 
Church  
 5th November at 11.30am   Maryculter –Cookney 
Church 
 5th November at 6.30pm     Informal Evening 
Communion Service in Maryculter-Cookney Church 
Hall 
 
Harvest Thanksgiving Service 
1st October at 11.30am in Maryculter-Cookey Church 
followed by a soup and sweet lunch. 
N.B.  No service at Banchory Devenick Church that 
Sunday.  
 
Remembrance Day Services 12th November 
Banchory Devenick Church at 10am 
Maryculter-Cookney Church at 11.30am followed by 
a soup, bread and cheese lunch 
Cookney War Memorial at 3.00pm 
 
Watchnight Service 24th December at 11.15pm in 
Banchory Devenick Church 
 
The following Groups meet regularly in Maryculter-
Cookney Church Hall. All welcome: 

Men’s Breakfast Fellowship  Saturday from 8-
9.30am. 
Bible Study and Prayer Group      Wednesday from 
7.30pm-9.30pm – now studying Reformed Doctrine  
Youth Café for Pr.7 to S.6       Thursday 7 - 9pm 
The Guild meets on the first Monday of the month at 
7.30pm from September to November and February 
to May.   Convenor, Sheila Bisset  Tel:  01569 
731708 
 
The Minister and Kirk Session have agreed that 
House Groups be set up within the parish.   They are 
to meet on the 2nd & 4th Monday and Thursday of 
each month from 7.30pm-9.30pm in congregational 
houses in a spirit of fellowship to look at the Gospel 
of Mark together.   More information from the 
Minister. 
   The New Hall Extension is finished apart from 
furnishings etc.   There is an office, toilet for the 
disabled, lounge and upper room.   The lounge is to 
be named the “Happy Room” in memory of our late 
church officer Alexander [Happy] Low.   Happy was 
the father of Anne Massie who is our present church 
officer and treasurer.   The upper room is the new 
home for the Communion Table and Baptismal Font 
from Cookney Church, and will be ideal for small 
informal services and meetings.   Thank you to all 
those who sent donations to help with the purchase of 
a stair lift.     Further donations should be sent to 
Anne Massie, Treasurer, Kirkton Cottage, 
Maryculter, Aberdeen. AB12 5FS.    All such 
donations will be acknowledged. 
   The half-acre Glebe Field is now being used by the 
church community and uniformed organizations. If 
any members of the community wish to use the field, 
contact the Minister, or Anne Massie Tel: 732071. 
   The car park, paths and new cemetery project at 
Banchory Devenick church is still on track, 
according to the Council, but a starting date is yet to 
be confirmed.    Local Councillor Sandy Wallace has 
been helping. 
   Renewal of some of the downstairs pews in 
Maryculter-Cookney church is planned, to make the 
seating more comfortable.  Mrs. Fiona [Kennedy] 
Clark has kindly started up a fund for this project.  

  
 A bench in memory of the late James Irvine-
Fortescue, Laird of Kingcausie and a loyal and 
supportive member of our church will be dedicated 
soon. 
 

Keep up to date with church news on our website 
www.bdmc-parish.org.uk and by reading Church 
Corner in the Deeside Piper and Mearns Leader. 
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St Mary’s Chapel, Blairs 
Father George Hutcheon     Tel: 876704 
Deacon Peter Macdonald   Tel: 780351 
 
Mass is held every Sunday at 9am, to which all are 
invited 
 
Look out for information about a concert to be held 
in the chapel during the autumn, as a fund-raiser for 
the Cyrenians.  The date has not been finalised yet. 
 
 
Blairs College Museum 
This is in the former Roman Catholic Seminary 
buildings at Blairs College on the South Deeside 
Road, some four miles from Aberdeen. It contains 
objects and paintings relating to Mary Queen of 
Scots and Bonnie Prince Charlie, as well as superb 
church metalwork and vestments. The museum opens 
at the weekends or by appointment. David Taylor, 
Visitor Services Manager, Tel: 863767 E-mail: 
curator@blairs.net 
 

 
 
St Ternan’s Scottish Episcopal Church               
  Muchalls 
 
St Ternan’s is the northernmost Scottish Episcopal 
Church in the Diocese of Brechin. We are part of the 
Worldwide Anglican Communion. The church is 
located in the North Kincardine Community Council 
area and is to be found to the WEST of the A90 
approx. a mile from Muchalls village on the Causey 
Mounth where the road branches off to Cookney and 
Netherley.  
   St Ternan’s congregation has worshipped in this 
area of North Kincardine for over 300 years as 
Episcopalians, first at Muchalls Castle then moving 
down to the present site where building started in 
1830.  
   There are a number of groups operating within the 
church to develop and co-ordinate the work of 
mission and ministry within the different areas of 
community life. These are Pastoral Care, Bible 
Study, Book Club and Worship and Liturgy. Each of 

the Groups is open to anyone interested in exploring 
their gifts and work in these ways. 
   We are operating at present with a Ministry Team 
under the direction of Rev Canon Ian Stewart as 
interim pastor. The Ministry Team are as follows: 
   Rev John Allard 01569 731767 
   George Masson  01224 733583 
   Prof. John Usher 01569 731608 
   Eric Hargreaves 01569 730302 
 
Please contact any of the above for help or 
information on marriages, baptisms, funerals, 
pastoral visiting etc. 
   The church is open every day from 10am until 
3pm.  Our annual Garden Fete was a great success so 
thanks to all the local community who supported us 
when £1700 was raised for church funds. 
   You are welcome to join us in worship at the 10.30 
Family Eucharist on Sundays. Weekly services are 
held on major Saint Days and are advertised on the 
Church Notice boards and in the magazine. 

 
------ 

St Ternan's Scottish Episcopal Church, Muchalls, 
Kincardineshire, Scotland has produced a CD-ROM which 
contains a direct copy of the register containing the 
Baptisms/Birth, Confirmation, Marriage, and Burial/Deaths 
of the congregation from 1729-1881 in JPG form as digitally 
copied from the original register by Dundee University 
Archives Department. An index of the register entries in 
alphabetical and date order is included using Microsoft Word. 
The index was compiled by a group of volunteers from the 
congregation and contains 2000 plus entries.  The original 
register, which has been conserved at considerable cost to 
the congregation, is held in the Archive Department of 
Dundee University.  The church register presently in use  
at St Ternan's starts where the old one finished in 1881. 
   The register is a fascinating record about the 
congregation of "The Episcopal Chapel at Muchalls" 
or as it is now known St Ternan's Muchalls.  It is a 
testament to the hardiness, determination, and strong 
spirit of the people who laboured in the fishing 
villages and farm toons in this northern part of 
Kincardineshire. 
On page 24 is the record of John Troup, minister at 
"The Episcopal Chapel at Muchalls" his marriage and 
the birth of his children.  He was one of the ministers 
who were imprisoned for his faith along with 
ministers from Stonehaven and Drumlithie, in the 
Tollbooth at Stonehaven. 
On page 203 is the record of the loss of the Scaterow 
boat ‘Brothers’ 15 miles from land, with the loss of 5 
of a crew.  All had the surname Christie. 
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Page 195-196 gives the number of infants who died 
over such a short period of time, some from the same 
family.  No MMR vaccine in these days! 
Page 194 - a record of the shipwreck of the Brig 
Scotia of Grinastdt, Norway wrecked off Muchalls in 
1871and the burial of the Captain with some of his 
crew. 
Page 191- Loss of life - dramatic detail of the loss of 
a fishing boat. 
190  - Death of a Scaterow man crossing railway line 
Page 175 - capsized fishing boat - with a body 
recovered  by probing along the pier in Scaterow. 
   The register and index will be of particular interest 
to anyone who has links to the area stretching from 
Fetteresso, to the river Dee in the North, and West to 
Maryculter, Blairs etc. and who would like to trace 
their ancestors.  As the Episcopal Chapel at Muchalls 
was not the Established Church, births, deaths and 
marriages would not have been registered in the 
Church of Scotland Parish register, so it is a source 
for those who cannot find the record they are looking 
for there. 
For further details about the register contact George 
Masson Tel : 733583,  E: 
george.masson@lineone.net 
 
 
 
HOME DELIVERIES 
 
Milk and local papers 
Alan Masson   Tel: 07770 332969 
E-mail: hillies@fsmail.net 
 
Fruit and vegetables 
Own selection or £10, £15 or £20 boxes of local and 
imported organic produce.  Paul Van Midden 
Tel/Fax: 01569 731746 / 739137 
 
Organic farm shop at Lorieneen, Bridge of Muchalls 
on Wednesdays, 12.30-6pm and Saturdays 9.30-5pm 
Neil Gammie, Fernieflatt Farm , Kinneff delivers 
vegetables, eggs (and fruit in season) on Tuesdays 
and Fridays.  Orders to be in by the day before 
delivery. Tel: 01569 750374 and 07790 558880 
e-mail: fernieflatt@amserve.com 
 
 
Fish 
George Fairweather delivers west of the B979 road 
on Thursday mornings and east of the road on Friday 
mornings.        Tel: 07974 311326 
 

Coal 
J. H. Roberts from Auchenblae can deliver orders in 
our area on Monday mornings.    Tel: 01561 320335 
 
SERVICES 
Window cleaning 
Martin Pilley   Tel: 01261 815411 
 
Library  The mobile van service visits Netherley,  
Maryculter and Banchory-Devenick fortnightly on 
Wednesday or Thursday.  
Jaqueline Geekie    Tel: 01651 872707 
 
Bluebird buses 
No 103,  Aberdeen - Laurencekirk via Banchory-
Devenick and Netherley 
 
No 204, Aberdeen - Strachan  via Maryculter and 
Blairs Tel: 212266 / 591381 
public.transport@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Dial a Trip 
Bus service with tail lift for concession card and taxi 
card holders. Phone two days in advance for this door 
to door service.        Tel: 01569 765765 
 
 

 
The Aberdeen By-Pass – an update from 
Road Sense 
 
It is now 9 months since Tavish Scott the Transport 
Minister announced his choice of a completely new 
route for the Aberdeen By-Pass; one which will have 
a devastating effect upon this area and on those of us 
who live close to the new route.  It is still not clear 
what part Tavish Scott and our own MSP Mike 
Rumbles played in the choice of the route, but neither 
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of them can be proud of themselves.   Their actions 
have caused great distress to us all. 
   Since last December the by-pass bandwagon has 
rolled on, driven by the politicians’ wish to have the 
Road Orders issued by December.  More than 150 
engineers are now employed on the route. It is 
already evident that their unseemly haste is resulting 
in a road which is poorly conceived and takes little 
account of the impact upon residents.  The road is 
being tweaked this way and that to avoid knocking 
down houses – where the Executive would have to 
pay compensation - with the result that many people 
are now unacceptably close to the road and yet will 
not receive adequate compensation.  Low cost, 
poorly thought-out junctions are being inserted, 
which will create further traffic problems on the A90, 
the North Deeside Road and the Westhill Road.  The 
International School will be demolished together 
with its recently completed gymnasium.  It is also 
clear that a huge amount of damage will be caused to 
the environment and to the landscape if this route 
goes ahead.  The noise and pollution caused by the 
road will affect wildlife as well as people.  It is 
deplorable how those responsible are continuing to 
spread misinformation about the benefits the road 
will bring and its likely costs.   
   Road Sense, the organisation set up to fight for 
better solutions to Aberdeen’s traffic problems, has 
been preparing itself for the long campaign ahead.  
Legal advisers have told us that it would be 
premature to embark upon legal action against the 
Minister now, as the proposed route is not yet a 
formal decision.  We will have to wait until 
Transport Scotland issues Road Orders or embarks 
upon the compulsory purchase of properties before 
they can be deemed to have taken action.  So, despite 
the distress and uncertainty, and the difficulty in 
selling properties along the route we have to bide our 
time.  Nevertheless, we are looking at the different 
options which will be open to us for a legal challenge 
at the appropriate time. 
   Road Sense has formed several action groups to 
prepare the case against the new route.  These 
include:  Engineering Costs & Benefits; Environment 
& Landscape; Impact on Communities & 
Individuals; Transport Alternatives; Political 
Lobbying; Fund Raising; Public Relations & 
Communications; and Campaign Services.  Many 
local people have volunteered to take part in these 
action groups, and more help is needed.  If you have 
expertise in any of these areas, and even if you don’t 
but are willing to help, then please get in touch, 
either through the website www.road-sense.org, by 

emailing enquiry@road-sense.org or by phoning me 
at  868984. 
   Independent advice for Road Sense on the choice 
of route has been commissioned from Colin 
Buchanan & Partners, a well-known firm of traffic 
consultants.  An independent estimate of the likely 
costs of the AWPR is also being compiled.  Other 
groups are collecting and preparing material for a 
Public Inquiry and preparing for a legal challenge to 
the route.  A part-time public relations officer – 
Sharon Bain – is now working for us.  Events are 
being organised to raise additional funding for Road 
Sense.  We hope you will take part in these activities 
– by attending our events, and by helping to organise 
them. 
   One of the good things about this by-pass is that it 
has brought local people together.  I have met more 
of my neighbours in the last few months than I ever 
did in the previous few years!  Events like the public 
meetings, the summer fair, the squirrel survey, the 
heritage tree survey, the picnic, and the walks along 
the route have helped us to get to know one another.  
The area will benefit from this – especially once we 
have sent Tavish Scott and Transport Scotland away 
to think again.  Against that, I think we have all lost 
faith in our national politicians and have been 
appalled by their lack of wisdom, fairness and 
honesty.  I doubt whether we will ever trust them 
again.  
   We have been very fortunate in getting a lot of 
assistance from the Aberdeen Branch of Friends of 
the Earth (FoE).  They have helped with Paddy 
Imhof’s petition to the Scottish Parliament, and their 
expertise has been valuable in planning our future 
action.  FoE is a voluntary organisation and it badly 
needs more funding.  If anyone wishes make a 
contribution to their work, cheques payable to 
Aberdeen Friends of the Earth can be sent to Gregor 
McAbery, 594E Holburn Street, 
Aberdeen, AB107LJ.  
   Finally, I believe that we can defeat this road 
proposal.  It is poorly thought out, badly designed, 
and will not resolve Aberdeen’s traffic problems. 
However, we need your help.  If you are not already 
taking part in Road Sense activities then please take 
steps to become involved.  By working together we 
can make this road proposal go away! 
Tony Hawkins   Road Sense 
 
SOUTH DEESIDE VIEW  CONTACTS: 
Hazel Witte     Telephone: 732738  
witte@dsl.pipex.com 
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THE AWPR         Mike Rumbles MSP 
 
The issue of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 
continues to be the main issue affecting our area.  
Since the last issue of South Deeside View, Transport 
Minister Tavish Scott has of course announced his 
so-called ‘final preferred line’ of the road.  Detailed 
surveys are ongoing and the Minister expects to 
publish road orders by the end of the year.  
   Together with every other City and Shire based 
MSP of all political parties I am supportive of the 
need to build the road around the City and end the rat 
runs on our rural roads.  The decision by the 
Transport Minister to build the road using the 
Milltimber Brae route and to add to it the so-called 
Stonehaven Spur road, was highly controversial to 
say the least.  He did have the courtesy to inform me 
of his decision the day before it was announced and I 
took the immediate opportunity to ask him to drop 
this unnecessary spur road, and I continue to press 
him to change his mind. 
   While I do believe the AWPR is necessary for the 
economic prosperity of the North-East, driving 
another new road through nine miles of North 
Kincardineshire to meet it is not.  His officials 
convinced the Transport Minister that this spur road 
was needed to ease the congestion on the A90.  
However, the real problem with congestion is around 
the Bridge of Dee, and I have long advocated the 
building of a smaller, two mile road linking the new 
AWPR with Portlethen / Newtonhill. 
   Although I have always believed that simply 
running the so-called Stonehaven spur road parallel 
to the current A90 is wrong, it hasn’t stopped some 
North-East politicians from supporting it.  Despite 
local Councillor Sandy Wallace’s opposition to the 
whole AWPR scheme, his Conservative colleagues 
are vociferous in their support for this unnecessary 
spur road.  In their leaflets going out in places such 
as Westhill and Banchory they have chosen to attack 
me personally for my opposition to this spur road, 
and even gone so far as to wrongly claim that I 
initially supported this route as announced by the 
Minister.  
   Although I am supportive of the need to build a by-
pass around Aberdeen, I only wish that it was the 
right scheme and hope that it isn’t too late to change 
the details of it.  That is why I am supporting a South 
Deeside resident, Mr Paddy Imhoff in his E-petition 
to the Scottish Parliament asking the Transport 
Minister to reconsider this particular scheme. 
   I am not one of those MSPs who says that we’ve 
been waiting too long for the by-pass so let’s just get 

on with it.  It is a necessary investment but we must 
surely get it right.  There is too much at stake here, 
not only for my constituents in North Kincardineshire 
but for all taxpayers in the North-East. 
 
TRAVELLING FOLK  
Councillor Sandy Wallace 
 
Gypsy travellers manage to be both the most 
persecuted and overprotected group in our society.  
Nobody wants them near and there is no-where for 
them to camp legally, but the Council and Police 
alike let them away with - well, not murder, but most 
other offences.  The arrival of travellers in Duffshill 
recently caused understandable concern.  The Police 
regard it as a civil matter and will not act unless civil 
legal action has been exhausted.  In this instance, the 
landowner was unwilling to take any action. 
Eventually, they left.  
    By law, the Council should supply legal transit 
sites for travellers.  They should have skips and 
portaloos.  But no community is willing to have such 
a transit site.  I would be willing to risk the wrath of 
my constituents and propose a site and would 
encourage other councillors to do likewise. But I 
expect the Council and the police to assure me that if 
transit sites existed, they would then move travellers 
on immediately from unauthorised sites, and would 
evict travellers who abused authorised sites.  Neither 
the Council nor the police will give me that 
assurance, so we are left with a situation where the 
only legal site is occupied by people who travellers 
themselves claim are bad neighbours, and travellers 
have no other legal sites to go to.  They then camp 
illegally and are allowed to do so.  This is 
underpinned by the Scottish Executive who require 
that travellers not be persecuted by Councils who 
might, for instance, demand that travellers send their 
kids to school.  As is so often the case, the immediate 
victims are law abiding neighbours, the long term 
victims are kids who become unemployable adults.  
Gypsy travellers are regarded as a distinct ethnic 
group by the Commission for Race Equality. Wrong. 
Afro-Caribeans are an ethnic group, disliking them is 
prejudice.  Rastafarians are a social group, disliking 
them is discrimination. Personally, I dislike many 
social groups. But I am never prejudiced. I do 
however discriminate. Gypsy travellers are a social 
group.  
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MARATHON APPEAL 
Sandy Wallace will be running the New York 
marathon on November 5. Training is going well, his 
kilt fits him once again, and previous extra inches are 
gradually being converted into enough muscle to 
power him round the course.  His plan is to raise 
£8,000 in sponsorship for four Children’s charities - 
Voluntary Service Aberdeen’s Linn Moor School at 
Peterculter, Beannachar on the South Deeside Road, 
Carronhill  School at Stonehaven and KIDS.   
   If you wish to make a donation, please write the 
cheque out to:  Sandy Wallace New York Marathon 
Account and send it to him at Spyhill Cottage, 
Durris, Banchory AB31 6DH 
 
BOB SMITH  MP 
 
If you are struggling to understand your latest 
demand for repayment of tax credit, understand why 
your child support payments never arrive or are 
waiting ages to hear about the progress of a 
nationality claim then you are not alone. 
   Whilst many people engage with Government 
agencies successfully, a considerable number of 
constituents find their lives disrupted through errors 
and delays in dealing with their paperwork.   Both the 
Child Support Agency and those dealing with tax 
credits have at times had to abandon their computer 
systems and process individual constituent’s cases 
manually.   
   I am keen to hear from individuals who are facing 
difficulties.   As well as trying to ensure the problem 
is being tackled as effectively as the system will 
allow, these cases help build up a bigger picture of 
just how bad the situation is. 
   It is tempting when faced with the frustration of 
your own problem to blame the person processing the 
case.   In some situations that may be fair, but in 
most instances, it is the overall design of the system 
that is at fault.   The more cases that are brought to 
light, the greater the pressure for fundamental reform 
so that in future things will run more smoothly.   If 
you do want to raise any concerns then I can be 
contacted at 6 Dee Street, Banchory, AB31 5ST or by 
phone on 01330 820330 or e-mail: bobsmith 
@cix.co.uk  
 
 

 
Why do we have a Community Council? 
   Community Councils are voluntary bodies which 
exist across Scotland to represent the views of the 
local community, and under the Local Government 
(Scotland) Act have a statutory right to be consulted 
with respect to relevant planning applications. Our 
primary role is therefore to ensure that Aberdeenshire 
Council is fully informed about the circumstances, 
needs and wishes of this rural community. In addition 
we get involved in other community activities 
including the distribution of the South Deeside View 
and providing limited funding to a number of 
community projects (using funds we raise from the 
200 Club each year). 
 
What issues are the Community Council currently 
addressing? 
   Robin Winmill’s section on Planning follows, but 
the other main issues that have  occupied the 
Community Council over the last year are: 

• The Aberdeen Western 
Peripheral Route and in 
particular the Stonehaven link 
of the proposed road, would 
have a significant impact on 
many of the people living in our 
community. We regularly meet 
with members of the AWPR 
management team, local interest 
groups including RoadSense 
and local politicians, to help 
ensure that there is an effective 
dialogue on the issues arising 
from the proposed road.  

 The new Lairhillock School that 
will merge the current school rolls 
from Netherley and Maryculter into 
a single purpose built school is due 
to open in 2007. This building will 
also provide a valuable new facility 
for the community events and 
activities. 

 The new arrangements for Waste 
Collection and Recycling –
introduced by Aberdeenshire 
Council have been widely 
discussed, resulting in a 
presentation by an official from the 
Aberdeenshire Council who 
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explained the rationale for the 
changes, and answered a wide range 
of questions.  

 The condition of the Roads in our 
area is a constant source of concern. 
We regularly make representations 
to the Aberdeenshire Council about 
repairs that are required and on the 
impact of road closures in our area. 
The NKRCC website contains a link 
to allow anyone to report problems 
to the Roads Department. 

 
 

Who is on the Community Council?  
   The Community Council is made up of elected 
representatives from the Banchory-Devenick (BD), 
Maryculter (M) and Netherley & Cookney (N/C). 
Currently, the Council has the following members: 
 
Mike Birch (BD) – Chair, Robin Winmill (N/C) – 
Vice Chair, Robert Keeler (N/C) – Secretary, Bill 
Fraser (M), Keith Johnston (BD), Robert McKinney 
(N/C), Kevin Park (M), Duncan Petrie (BD), Avril 
Tulloch (M) 
   We currently have two vacancies for members to 
represent the Maryculter ward. If you are interested 
or know of someone who may be willing to join the 
Community Council, please contact the Secretary at 
the address below. 
 
When does the Community Council meet? 
   The Community Council meets every month (apart 
from July) normally on the third Monday of each 
month from 7.30 pm until around 9.30 pm depending 
on the amount of discussion! The meetings take place 
at Corbie Hall, Maryculter by the Old Mill Inn. Other 
than community business we have occasional guest 
speakers in for public debate. The meetings are open 
to the public and everyone from the area is very 
welcome to attend. 
 
    
How can you get involved? 
   We are keen to have as many people from the local 
community involved with the Community Council. 
As well as standing for election as a Councillor 
(remember we have two vacancies for Maryculter at 
present), the Community Council can co-opt 
additional people on to the Council. If you have a 
particular interest which you think would benefit the 
Community Council, please contact the Secretary at 
the address given below. 

   On a practical note we are always looking for 
people to help deliver the South Deeside View – if 
you are able to help again please contact the 
Secretary. 
   Obviously you are very welcome to attend the 
Community Council meetings and bring to our 
attention any issues which you think we need to be 
aware of.  The 200 Club will only continue to be 
successful in raising funds for local groups if people 
buy the tickets which are on sale each year in 
December/January for the princely sum of £5. The 
purchase of a ticket entitles you to be included in that 
year’s monthly draws for cash prizes of up to £25. 
Do contact your local Community Councillor if you 
have not been given the opportunity to join in this 
scheme by the end of each January.   
 
Where can you find out more information?  
   You can either contact the Secretary through the 
address/telephone/e-mail given below or access our 
website at www.NKRCC.org.uk. This website 
contains links to information on previous council 
meetings, planning applications affecting our area, 
information on local schools and organisations as 
well as an electronic version of the South Deeside 
View.  Community Council minutes and agenda are 
displayed on noticeboards in the area (including 
outside each school) 
 
Secretary, North Kincardine Rural Community 
Council,  Howieshill, Netherley, Stonehaven 
AB39 3SN. Tel: 01569 764436  
E Mail: Secretary@NKRCC.org.uk 
 
     
 Mike Birch, Chair,NKRCC 
 
 
NKRCC Planning Matters 
 
The major news on the planning front is that, at the 
end of June, the new Aberdeenshire Local Plan 
(ALP), was finally adopted.   Hard to believe, I 
know, but we got there in the end.   All planning 
applications are assessed using the objectives and 
policies of the Development Plan (DP), which itself 
consists of two elements; the Structure Plan and the 
Local Plan.   Until the end of June, the official, legal 
Local Plan element of the DP for this area was the 
1983 Kincardine Suburban Area Plan.   At 23 years 
of age, how crazy is that?   In the interim there had 
been another Local Plan – CALP of 1998 – but it was 
never fully and finally adopted .  So, for the past two 
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to three years there have actually been 3 Local Plans 
forming one half of the DP.  (Perhaps now we begin 
to understand how what we all see as some of  the 
more perverse   planning decisions came about !) 
    Whilst copies of ALP are now available for 
inspection at major libraries and Council offices, and 
will soon be on the Council’s website, the printed 
edition has yet to appear.   When it does, copies are 
distributed to Community Councils and will also be 
available for you to buy from the Council. 
   We first gathered in Corbie Hall in August 2000 to 
start the process of public input into the plan, and the 
consultation process culminated in the Public Inquiry 
of 2005, leading to adoption in 2006.   A gestation 
period of 6 years is, regrettably, about average for 
this type of governmental process.   It is, according to 
your point of view, long-winded or exhaustive 
(exhausting?), very detailed or nit-picking, 
fascinating or boring and so on; choose your 
adjective. 
    At the risk of banging the drum yet again (and 
boring the pants off you in the process), it is worth 
reminding everyone that many ‘ little people’ and 
apparently low-powered organisations, did take part, 
did make a difference, did achieve changes, did 
improve the final document.   It was a long hard slog 
and if you don’t stay alert you can miss important 
deadlines – or fall asleep along the way - as the 
wheels of government... ‘grind exceeding slow but 
they grind exceeding small’.  So Well Done all of 
you : see you next time around. 
   And Finally – as they say – as I write, we hear that 
RES is about to submit another application for its 
wind turbines on Meikle Carew.   It looks as though 
you will all need to be honing your letter-writing 
skills once more! 
            
Robin Winmill 
 
AWPR – HOUSE VALUATIONS 
 
As we go to press, this is a last-minute plea to those 
of you who believe that an AWPR may have an 
adverse effect on your houses to do nothing hastily.   
This is a very early stage in the whole process.   IF 
the Line Orders are published on schedule and IF the 
Public Inquiry starts on time and IF the road is 
approved in its proposed form and IF construction 
starts on time........ that will still, optimistically, be 
2008 before the first sod is shifted ( and that is not a 
reference to the local ‘Swampy’ lying in front of a 
bulldozer ).   It is clear that many residents have been 
approached by agents offering to ‘help’ them with 
valuations or by representing their interests in some 

way.   Please remember that there is still a very 
distinct possibility that this road will never be built.   
Should that be so, any expenditure on your part now 
would not be reclaimable through the compensation 
process.   ( There is also the possibility that the road, 
if built, might take a route, as a result of the Inquiry, 
other than the published one – to the same effect, i.e. 
that expenses could not be reclaimed. ) 
In short,  ‘Don’t panic’. 
 
( Sgd ) A Local Lawyer 
 

Bypass Petition 
or 

Paddy’s awfully big adventure 
 
When I put my name to this petition I had no idea 
what I would let myself in for, I was armed only with 
my enthusiasm and motivated by my wish to 
personally do something about the folly of the 
bypass, which would be the largest, most expensive 
and most questionable roads scheme in Scotland. 
 
The final number of signatures came to almost 5000, 
which makes it the second-largest e-petition ever.  I 
would like to thank not only those who have signed 
but most of all those stalwart people who gave up 
their Saturday to help with the petition stall which we 
held between April and August. 
 
On Wednesday 6th September, Dave Robb from Road 
Sense and Gregor McAbery from Friends of the 
Earth came with me down to the Parliament in 
Edinburgh to make our case before the Public 
Petitions Committee.  This was a first for all of us 
and I have to confess that I was somewhat daunted 
by the prospect.  In the thick of it I was unsure how 
we were doing but with hindsight we realised that we 
had done rather well. 
 
For a start, we managed to put the long-ignored 
Oscar Faber study back on the table;  “Sustainable 
Transport for Aberdeen”, which recommended “a 
reversal of existing trends and the development of a 
new travel culture” and stated that investment in 
public transport would be more cost effective than a 
bypass.  The committee stated their intention to look 
at this study, as well as scrutinising a number of other 
reports and studies (SACTRA, CPRE) which 
demonstrate both that it is possible to reduce traffic 
without harming the economy and that increased road 
space induces increased traffic, thus negating any 
initial benefit in a short time. 
 



 

 18  

The cost of the AWPR, which we believe to be the 
Achilles heel of the whole scheme, was also given a 
hearing and is certain to be more closely scrutinised 
in the committee’s investigations.  The AWPR team 
are playing it down (Mearns Leader 18 Aug 2006), 
citing 3 different schemes in Scotland on which they 
base the bypass, but on closer inspection these are 
not comparable to the AWPR.  The national average 
cost per mile of dual carriageway is £15.3m; the 
schemes quoted by the AWPR team were £4-8m per 
mile.   The national average for cost overrun in 67%.  
I am pretty certain that when the bypass proposal is 
exposed to a greater number of MSPs than at present, 
they will question it big time and a real official 
debate will start which might very well lead to it 
being unravelled. 
 
The committee indicated that, on the basis of what 
was said by ourselves, it would gather evidence from 
the various studies, from Transport Scotland, 
NESTRANS, TRANSform Scotland, Aberdeen City 
Council, Aberdeenshire Council and the Minister for 
Transport.   It will then seek the petitioner’s views on 
these responses before considering whether to submit 
the petition to the Local Government and Transport 
Committee.  This looks almost certain to happen. 
 
The aim of this petition has been to raise awareness 
among both the public and decision makers of the 
failings of the bypass proposal and to start a proper 
public debate instead of the shallow and abstract 
arguments that are played out in the press.  While I 
am delighted that this has been achieved I am also 
quite clear that this is just one step in a long 
campaign, albeit a very important step in what will 
turn out to be a long campaign.   
 
The next major event will be the publication of Draft 
Orders sometime in December, which will give us all 
the first formal opportunity to object to this scheme, 
we will have six weeks to do so.  The Public Local 
Inquiry is likely to take place in the autumn of 2007. 
 
Personally, I think it is utter madness to propose such 
a huge and costly scheme at a time when climate 
change is a reality that is beginning to bite, when the 
price of oil is inexorably moving upward, when ever 
more people are suffering from pollution effects and 
when government is telling us to use our cars less.  
During this year’s local elections in England, Gordon 
Brown was reported in the papers as saying that 
climate change is the personal responsibility of each 
one of us – this should also apply outside election 
time and be shouted from the rooftops. 

 
There is no doubt that we do have growing traffic 
problems in and around Aberdeen and that we need 
to address them as a matter of some urgency.  
However, the proposed solution is badly out of step 
with the times.  To quote Einstein: “We can't solve 
problems by using the same kind of thinking we used 
when we created them.”  
 
Paddy Imhof 
 
 
 
SOUTH DEESIDE VIEW  CONTACTS: 
Hazel Witte     Telephone: 732738  
witte@dsl.pipex.com 
 

 
Lower Deeside Caravan Park 

 

 

 
 
 

 • On-site shop 
• Fresh bakery supplies 
• 6 berth caravans 
• 45 touring pitches 
• Pinelodges 
• Short breaks available 
• Childrens play area 
• Pets welcome 
• Games/TV/Snooker 

 
 

Tel 01224 733860 
www.lowerdeesideholidaypark.c
om  
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Maryculter House Hotel 
 
Situated on the banks of the famous River Dee, this 
collection of buildings is steeped in Scottish history.  
Dating back to the 12thC, clearly documented 
through King John, Bonnie Prince Charlie and even 
the Titanic Disaster.  This was at one time the 
homeland of the Knights Templar who gave pilgrims 
protected passage on their way to the Holy Land. 
Call now for our full listings of what is available! 
 
Calendar of Events 
The Story Teller and the Ghost of Maryculter 
House Hotel - Friday 6 October  
Wedding Exhibition - Sunday 8 October - 12 noon 
until 4.30 pm - free admittance 
Murder Mystery Dinner - Friday the 13  October 
Cookery Masterclasses - Thursday 26 October - 
Theme - Halloween &Bonfire Night 
The Maconical Joke Restaurant - Sat 4 November  
The Story Teller and the Ghost of Maryculter 
House Hotel - Friday  17 November  
Murder Mystery Weekend - Sat 18/Sun 19th 
November  
Cookery Masterclass - Thursday 23 
 November - Theme - Prepare for Christmas 
Wine Tasting Evening - Friday 24th of November 
7.00 for 7.30 pm - 5 course menu with 6 glasses of 
wine to compliment each course with our Wine expert 
- from £49.95 pp includes acc, B&B 
Christmas Take a party to a party - Thursday 21, 
Friday 22 December - 3 course dinner, resident band 
& disco, (free transport from Union Street for groups 
over 20 people) £36.00 pp  
After Christmas Take a party to a party - Saturday 
the 6 January 2007 - 3 course dinner, resident band 
& disco, £28.95 pp 
Christmas Day Luncheon - 5 course lunch, in our 
Poachers Pocket and Templar Suite - Adults £47.95 
pp, Children £23.95 
Christmas Day Luncheon - 6 course lunch in our 
Priory Restaurant - Adults £59.95 pp 
Christmas Residential Breaks - December 24, 25, 
26 - from £29.95 pp per night B&B 
Scrooge's Family Carvery Lunch - Tuesday 26 
December - 3 courses 
Family & Friends Ceilidh - Wednesday 27 Dec - 
7.00 for 7.30 pm -  3 course dinner, Ceilidh band  
Grand Scottish Hogmanay Ball - 7.00 for 7.30 pm - 
Sumptuous 6 course dinner, toast drink for midnight, 
Traditional Scottish Ceilidh Band & resident disco - 
Formal dress "Black Tie" 
January Sales Accommodation offer - Two night 
luxury break - £149.00 per couple  
Burns Nights - Friday 26 Saturday 27f January 2007 
French Gourmet Evening - A feast of delights  
 

 MP  Sir Robert Smith 
Tel:   01330 820330,  Fax:  01330 820338 
bobsmith@cix.co.uk  
 
MSP Mike Rumbles 
Tel:   01330 844343,  Fax:  01330 820106 
mike.rumbles@scottish.parliament.uk 
 
Councillor Sandy Wallace 
Tel:  01330 844343,  Fax:  
cllr.a.wallace@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Councillor Mike Sullivan 
Tel: 01569 766922,  Fax:  
cllr.m.j.d.sullivan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Aberdeenshire Council 
Tel: 01569 768300    Fax: 01569 766549 
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Children 
Parent and Toddler Group 
Maryculter Church Hall,  Mondays 9.30-11am 
Jill Greenlees T: 739235 
 
Maryculter Playgroup 
Corbie Hall, Monday – Friday 9.30-noon 
 
Banchory-Devenick School 
Jonathan Revell T: 875237,   Fax: 895563 
jonathan.revell@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Netherley School 
Ailsa Mackintosh 
T:01569  730049,  Fax: 01569 731983 
ailsa.mackintosh@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
Maryculter School 
Kate Hopkins T: 732162 
Fax:  01224 73587 
kate.hopkins@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
1st Maryculter Rainbows 
Thursdays 5.15-6.15, Scout Hut 
1st Maryculter Brownies 
Mondays 6.30-8pm in Scout Hut 
1st Maryculter Guides 
Tuesdays 7.30-9pm, Scout Hut 
1st Maryculter Rangers 
Alternate Mondays, Scout Hut 
 
Beavers 
Tuesdays 5.30-7pm, Scout Hut 
Kathleen Paterson T: 868676 
Scouts 
Fridays      Scout Hut 
Les Paterson T: 868676 
lesardoe@aol.com 
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Police 
 
Emergencies : 999 
All non-emergencies: 0845 600 5 700 
Crimestoppers          : 0800 555 111 
Drugs Information Line: 0800 371553 
 
Maryculter WRI  
Second Wednesday of month 
Corbie Hall, 7.30pm 
Sheila Bissett  T: 01569 731708 
 
Netherley WRI 
Third Monday of month 
Netherley School, 7.30pm 
Margaret Carmichael T: 01569 764330 
 
Glendale Football Club 
Saturday, Corbie Park 
Jim Grant  Tel: 867512 
 
Sunday Amateur Football League 
Corbie Park Colin Smith   Tel: 878076 
 
Yoga 
Tuesdays from 7.30-9pm, Corbie Hall 
Ilse Elders Tel: 868301 
 
Carpet bowls 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 7.30pm, Cookney Hall 
Arthur Durward   Tel: 01569 730164 
 
Halls and fields, booking contacts 
Corbie Hall and field Carol Masson  Tel: 733583 
   Carol.masson@tiscali.uk 
M-C Church Hall and glebe field Rev Bruce Gardner 
   Tel: 735776    ministerofbdmc@aol.com 
Scout and Guide Hut  Les Paterson 
   Tel: 868676       lesardoe@aol.com 
Cookney Hall    Willie Angus 
   Tel: 01569 730123 
Ardoe Hall   Wattie Simpson Tel: 861774 
Blairs College Hall     John Evans-Freke 
   Tel: 867626 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVENTS CALENDAR 
 
Further details of each event can be found in the 
relevant section 
 
September 2006 
Monday 18   NKRCC (North Kincardine Rural 
                     Community Council) 
                     Netherley WRI    ‘About a Banchory   
                     chemist’ 
Wednesday 20  Riding for the Disabled  
                           barbecue and competitions,  
Friday 29           Macmillan Coffee Morning at Storybook  
                          Glen, Maryculter from 10.30 to noon. 
October 
Monday  2         Church Guild    
                           ‘The Chickenkata Mission,   Zambia 
Wednesday 11    Maryculter WRI  ‘Malawi experience’ 
Monday  16-29   School Tattie Holidays 
               16            NKRCC 
                               Netherley WRI visit to  
                               Dab Hand pottery 
November 
Monday       6   Church Guild    
                          Mrs Kate McDonald ‘Guild topic’ 
Wednesday  8   Maryculter WRI   Quizz night and raffle 
Monday     20   NKRCC 
                         Netherley WRI   ‘Straw Craft’ 
Saturday    25   Maryculter Primary School Open Day, 
                        10am until 3pm 
 
December 
Monday        2    Coffee morning 
Monday       11   NKRCC 
Wednesday  13   Maryculter WRI   Cookery  Demo.   
 
January 2007 
Wednesday 10   Maryculter WRI    
                          Entertaining Muchalls WRI 
Monday      15   NKRCC 
                          Netherley WRI    
                            ‘Body Shop beauty  products’ 
February 
Monday        4   Church Guild   ‘Visit to the Holy Land’ 
Wednesday 14   Maryculter WRI   ‘Buttons’ 
Monday       19  NKRCC 
                          Netherley WRI   ‘Sierra Leone’  and raffle 
March 
Monday       5    Church Guild  Whist Drive 
Wednesday 14   Birthday party at Maryculter House Hotel 
Monday      19   NKRCC 
                           Netherley SWRI  Birthday party 
April 
Monday      2     Church Guild   business meeting 
Wednesday 11   Maryculter WRI   ‘Ribbons ‘n Tails’ 
Monday       16   NKRCC 
 
 


