
Welcome to the Autumn/Winter 2004 edition and apologies for the delay in producing this but as many 
of you know, some years ago, Trish Burrell and myself Carolyn Morrison resurrected the Newsletter but 
as we are now both in full-time careers we are finding that gathering the information and chasing input 
increasingly time consuming. Also, in the beginning, in order to raise money to fund the printing only of 
the Newsletter we organised a few local fund-raising events and along with sponsorship through 
advertising and donations from the Community Council we had been able to produce the newsletter on 
a timely basis.  Unfortunately, the funds are depleted and much as we would like to, neither of us has 
the time to organise fund-raising events or chase advertising.  But recently in discussions with the 
Community Council  we are hoping to get pre-paid ongoing advertising and sponsorship from local 
businesses BUT we may still  need assistance in some form to keep the South Deeside View "rolling off 
the press"!  Our whole object was to communicate local news and activities throughout the community 
which is spread over such a wide area and at the same time welcome new residents who might want to 
become involved in any of these ongoing activities and hopefully bring the community closer together 
and more neighbourly, at the same time understanding local North East traditions. We'd like to take this 
opportunity to thank those who have continued to provide news and advertising etc. and also the 
Community Council.  So, if anyone is interested in either sponsorship, advertising or generally collating 
news/providing information on local history and traditions please call to discuss with Carolyn on 01224 
732026. Wishing you All a Peaceful and Happy Christmas & All Good Wishes for 2005.

THE  SOUTH  DEESIDE  VIEW
Autumn/Winter 2004



Meals on Wheels 

We are a small  group of ladies who deliver 
meals on wheels in Maryculter and Banchory-
Devenick.  
Please contact Carol  Masson on 01224 733583 
for more information.

Maryculter  Friendship  Club

Meets on the 1st Thursday of each month, May 
through September, going on bus tours to 
places of interest.
The Club has had a very happy season ending 
with a meal at the Old Mill Inn. 
The October Whist, with raffle and donations 
realised the sum of £253.20.  It was further 
boosted by a “sale of apples” from the garden 
at Hilltop, Maryculter.  Maryculter Scout Group 
were kindly allowed to 

gather the apples and on the night of the whist 
members and friends filled bags and donated 
£26 to the Friendship Club Funds.  Stewed 
Apples and Eves Pudding must have been on 
the menu that week!  Even Les the Scout 
Master surprised his wife Kathleen by producing 
baked apples for supper!  
Our Spring Whist is on 21st April 2005 at Corbie 
Hall to which all are invited and made welcome.  
It is hoped to have the 2005 Syllabus ready for 
that evening.
We should have lots of scenic  runs organised 
for the summer.  If you live in the area and are 
interested in joining the Club, please ring Peggy 
on 01224 734888.

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

Many thanks to all who attended the 11th 
MacMillan Coffee Morning held at Storybook 
Glen and grateful thanks to helpers and all who 
attended, contributed, donated - £600 was 
raised.  (Sheila Stuart)



Christmas Get-Together &
Cookie Exchange

Is anyone is interested in coming along to 
Storybook Glen on Sunday
28th November 2-4pm for a cup of tea and a 
chat while bringing along a tray of bakes with 
a view to swapping tastes and recipes?  It’s 
an American idea I thought could work quite 
well here, especially in Maryculter where we 
don’t get to see our neighbours as often as we 
might like with the houses being as far apart 
as they are.  Please contact Sheila Stuart on 
734222 for further details.

Drum Castle Dates for Diary

December Sat 11th and Sunday 12th Drum 
Castle will be holding their annual Holly 
Festival.  The courtyard will be full  of covered 
stalls selling all sorts of different gifts, holly 
wreaths will  be on sale (as will  holly-wreath 
DIY kits).  With Carol Singers to entertain 
around the Christmas Tree and mince pies 
and mulled wine.

The beautiful castle is owned and run by 
National Trust for Scotland which is a charity 
supported by the general public, in helping to 
preserve our wonderful heritage.
Opening Times:  
12.30-5.30    Every Day from May through 
September
10.00-5.30    Every Day June, July and August
Information on Drum Castle Events or 
National Trust  Call Drum Castle direct on 
01330 811204 

Library Service

Aberdeenshire Library Service (based at 
Oldmeldrum)runs a Mobile Library Van 
Service in the area visiting Netherley, 
Banchory-Devenick & Maryculter every 
fortnight – Wednesdays & Thursdays.
For dates/times contact Jacqueline Geekie or 
Pearl Morrison on 01651 872707at the above 

number with any
queries or 
www.aberdeenshiregove.uk/alis

Fresh Local Produce 

Locally grown tatties, courgettes, cauliflowers, 
carrots, spinach, herbs etc. can be purchased 
from The Andersons at West Funach by Durris 
(Tel 01330 844655)

Window Cleaner Services 
Contact Martin Pilley on 01261 815411

Milk Delivery
Milk, Papers (Press & Journal + Mearns 
Leader), Fresh Orange Juice, Yoghurts etc 
can be delivered daily by Robert Wiseman 
Dairies, Craigshaw Drive, West Tullos, 
Aberdeen.  T: 896969 or by contacting local 
Milkman who is
Alan Masson Franchise Milkman
M 07770332969 or hillies@fsmail.net.

Local  History Notes on the Romans in North 
East Scotland

This is just a summary to give interested 
people a flavour.  Many people have no idea 
the Romans came up this far!  If anyone else 
has any further leads please let me know. 

As an outpost of the Roman Empire, Scotland 
played a significant role in the Roman world.  
The south and eas t were occup ied 
intermittently from 79AD to the early third 
century.  There is documentary evidence of 
the occupation.  There is also archaeological 
research on the forts and in more recent years 
aerial photography has made a considerable 
number of discoveries.

It is commonly known that Hadrian’s Wall  was 
the northern limit of the Roman Empire.  Of 
course, there was not Anglo-Saxon border 
and the Scots had not yet migrated here from 
Ireland.

The governor chosen to 
lead the Roman armies into 
S c o t l a n d w a s J u l i u s 
Agricola.  His son-in-law 
Tacitus wrote his biography 
a few years later.  He 
arrived as governor in late 
summer 77AD putting down 
resistance in North Wales.  
In 78AD he consolidated 
the Roman ho ld over 
northern England.  His army 
group must have numbered 20,000 men 
advancing through southern Scotland to the 
line of the forth and then the Tay.  
Bad weather hindered the army’s advance!  
He established forts in the Forth-Clyde valley.  
In the summer of 81AD he sent some ships up 
the west coast and discovered the belt of 
mountains and lochs.  So in 82AD he moved 
forward from the Tay into Strathmore.  The 
Caledonian tribes were elusive and practiced 
guerrilla warfare.  In 83AD he advanced into 
the Moray and Nairn and is know to have 
reached the Spey valley.
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In late 83AD the famous battle of Mons 
Graupius took place, possibly on the Garioch 
slopes of Bennachie for a large Roman camp 
has been discovered at nearby Durno by 
Inverurie.  A 1470 misprint led to the spelling 
Grampius.  He went on to take hostages from 
the Boresti tribe at Forres.

After Agricola’s term of service his successor 
established a fort of 53 acres on the Tay at 
Inchtuthil.  He did not make the mistake of 
seeking to penetrate the Highland glens.  This 
was abandoned in 87AD and they fell back to 
the river Earn.  The Antonine wall was built in 
142/3AD stretching for 37 miles from Bo’ness 
on the forth and Old Kilpatrick on the clyde.

Finally the Emperor Septeimius Severus 
arrived in Britain in 208AD to mount a major 
campaign in the North against the Maentae in 
Stirlingshire, Strathmore and the Mearns.  A 
considerable fleet accompanied the advance 
up the east coast.  Imagine the reaction of the 
locals when they saw that in Stonehaven 
harbour.  Severus took the title ‘Brittanicus’, 
‘conqueror of Britain’ but died at York in 
211AD.

The Picts as such were first mentioned by a 
Roman historian in 297AD.  They were called 
Pitci  because they were the ‘painted men’.  
The indigenous name may well have been 
Pretani.  According to Ptolomy’s map of 
Scotland in 140AD, the locals around here 
and in Buchan were the Taezaloi and in the 
Mar area the Vacomagi.  It is probable that 
Devana was the name given to the settlement 
in or near to Aberdeen.  The ‘Deva flumen’ is 
identified as the River Dee.

The line of the Roman advance towards the 
north east has been supposed to have 
crossed the South Esk at Finavon but a fort 
has been identified at Inverquharity castle 
close to the mouth of Glen Clova and Glen 
Prosen.  A six acre fort can be seen at 
Stracathro on the north Esk, found in 1957 
and partly covered by Strathcathro church.  
There has been a tradition of Roman 
earthworks at Fordoun on the Bervie water 
and near Stonehaven.  The Roman marching 
camps were a day’s march apart (about 15 – 
16 miles).  They were often at river crossings.  
Balmahewan (123 acres) on the far side of the 
North Esk.  Kair House (130 acres) on the 
Bervie water discovered in 1945, about four 
miles north of Laurencekirk, this was identified 
from the air and Roman coins were recently 
unearthed.  Raedykes (93 acres) is just 
outside Stonehaven.  Normandykes is on the 
far side of the Dee (107 acres) and Kintore 
(110 acres) is at the crossing of the don.  
These camps beyond Stonehaven seem to 
mark the progress of Agricola.

The Duno camp (144 acres) was discovered 
from the air in 1977.  There are two camps 

known east of Huntly at Glenmailen (111 
acres), a further one has been identified on 
the river Deveron at Burnfield.  There are two 
more near Keith at Muiryfold and Auchinhove 
on the river Isla (30 acres).  It is expected that 
the army reached Pinnata Casta at Burghead, 
mentioned by Ptolemy.

Locally, part of the north side of the camp at 
Normandykes survives along the edge of a 
forestry plantation with a two metre rampart 
and a four metre wide ditch.  At Peterculter, 
turn off the A93, along a minor road past a 
mil l , continue beside the old railway 
embankment and then cross a stream to 
reach the plantation on the opposite slope, the 
left had corner of the trees marks the north 
each angle of the camp.

Raedykes near Stonehaven was not 
recognised as a Roman camp until 1757.  In 
1914 it was surveyed and excavated.  In 1844 
a collection of Roman coins was found at 
Cowie Moss and a few years later another 
was found on the Ury estate.  Twenty of these 
coins are in the Edinburgh Museum of the 
Society of Antiquaries.  In 1890 two bronze 
leaf shaped swords were found at Netherley 
and at Balnagubs.  They are in the Marischal 
College Museum.

Bibliography:  The Roman Camp at Raedykes 
by A. Watt (Stonehaven Heritage Society), 
Scotland’s Roman Remains by Lawrence 
Kepple (John Donald Limited, Edinburgh) 
1990, Grampian Battlefields by Peter Marren 
(Mercat Press) 1933.
Contact: Mike Harris of Netherley Park 01569 
731091

Stonehaven Open Air Pool

Re-opened for its 70th Season on Sunday 6th 
June 2004.  It is now the ONLY Olympic-sized, 
open air, salt water, art deco heated pool left 
in Britain, so why not give yourself a treat next 
summer and visit what must be the friendliest 
and warmest pool in the country.  For further 
information regarding opening times etc. Call 
Sheila Stuart on 734222.
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Maryculter Driving For The Disabled

The driving season ended at the end of 
September after a most enjoyable and happy 
time at Home Farm.    The weather was pretty 
good but we did have to cancel about five 
afternoons due to the rain.
We averaged about ten to eleven disabled 
drivers each week and once more we were 
ably assisted by all our very loyal helpers and 
of course the tea ladies who supply such 
wonderful goodies.
Thanks again to Jane MacInnes for allowing  
us to use Home Farm for our meetings.

We had a couple of outings to the Maryculter 
Woods and one of our disabled, John Hicks, 
competed at the Garioch Driving for the 
Disabled Competition and came back with a 
1st and 2nd prize.   As this was John’s first 
competition we were all delighted for him.

We did extremely well on the fundraising this 
year raising £1000.   We held a tabletop sale 
at the Plainstones at Stonehaven selling home 
baking and plants and had a stall at the Fee’in 
Market selling strawberries and cream, teas 
and cakes.   Our stall  at the Fee’in Market 
won the Best Dressed Stall  award and we 
went on to enter it again on a float at the 
Banchory Show and won first prize.    Our 
thanks to Maureen Watson our Treasurer for 
organising all  these events and to everyone 
who helped in so many ways.

Our season ended with a Barbecue and fun 
competition and we were joined by about thirty 
of our friends from the Garioch Group.   A   
great day was had by one and all and again 
thanks to everyone who helped and 
contributed to make it such a success.
On a sad note Bob Simpson, who had been a 
helper at the Group since it began, died in 
June.   He did so much for the carriage driving 
from helping with the carriages, helping the 
tea ladies, collecting the money, organising 
and cooking the barbecues each year with 
Lyall Skea to name but a few.   His friendship 
and loyalty was invaluable and we will all miss 
him so much.

Our annual  General  Meeting and Christmas 
Meal will be held in the Mill  Inn on Monday 
13th December.    We are always looking for 
more helpers to join us to walk out with the 
disabled on the carriages.     You don’t need 
horse experience and training days are held 

before each season to explain how the group 
works.    Please contact George Masson or 
Caroline McTaggart if you are interested – you 
would receive a warm welcome!

George Masson (Chairman)  T:. 01224  
733583 or Caroline McTaggart (Secretary) T:. 
01224  734093

Cults Academy – Acting Rector is  Ms Anna 
Muirhead  

You may well have heard or read about the 
possibility of a new school being built to 
replace Cults Academy.  25th October to 21st 
November is the official statutory consultation 
period on replacing Cults Academy.  An open 
public meeting is to be held on Thursday 18th 
November at 7o’clock  at Cults Academy Hall 
with Council  and Education representatives.  
Full consultation packs are available for 
viewing at Schools and Libraries throughout 
the Area.

The extra curricular programme has continued 
with golf lessons for beginners and short 
tennis as new additions to the weekly 
programme of activities.

Senior pupils have been given the opportunity 
to become blood donors for the last decade or 
so but this year over 30 S6 pupils have 
become donors - definitely a record.

Events:

6th November & 13th Nov– Glasgow Xmas 
Shopping Glasgow Xmas Shopping Day Trip  
Ticket £15 still  available. Tel  Marie Craib at 
Cults Academy – Tel 868801

 
The summer is over and the new football 
season has kicked off again with the mid-
Deeside small  schools league. Teams from 
Banchory-Devenick, Maryculter, Netherley, 
Drumoak, Durris, Strachan , Finzean and 
Banchory-boys have been competing in two 
divisions up to Christmas. Thereafter the top 2 
teams in each division will  contest an A-
league next year with the remaining teams in 
a B-league. As ever a lot of hard work and 
commitment is being shown by children and 
parents alike with some excellent displays of 
football talent. The junior teams, usually 
consisting of P2 to P4 children, always 
demonstrate high levels of enthusiasm while 
the older players marvel us with some 
excellent skills.
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The weather has been good to us so far this 
season, however this will almost certainly 
change in early 2005! 
Our thanks go to all  the coaches and the 
parents who bring their children along week 
after week. Likewise Banchory-Devenick, 
Maryculter and Netherley would like to thank 
those involved in looking after the Hall  and 
Pitch at Corbie Park for all their hard work.

Maryculter Playgroup

The Maryculter Playgroup offers a warm and 
friendly environment for 2.5 to 4 year olds to 
enjoy and participate in a variety of activities 
such as painting, crafts, stories, singing, 
music, sand play, role play, games and 
puzzles. Mid morning the children all  sit down 
together for a snack and drink. The activities 
of the playgroup follow the national curriculum 
for pre-school children. The playgroup 
operates five mornings a week during school 
term time for a 2.5 hour session per day. 
Children are welcome to attend for 1 to 5 
sessions per week.

The playgroup is based at Corbie Hall on the 
South Deeside Road, by the Old Mill  Inn, 
where it benefits from a new enclosed outdoor 
play area and plentiful off road parking.

New children are always welcome - drop by 
for a visit or phone 07765 525317 (weekday 
mornings) for further information.

Maryculter Babies and Toddlers Group

It’s amazing – we now have nearly 20 little 
‘uns at the group!  Our catchment area covers 
Maryculter, Banchory-Devenick and Netherley, 
so if you’re a Mum, Dad or carer, please join 
us for a cuppa and a chance to meet others.  

We meet in the Church Hall  at Maryculter on 
Thursday mornings 9.30 – 11a.m. during term-
time, and we also arrange get-togethers over 
the school holidays.  Please join us for a play 
and a chat about sleep deprivation…..!

Banchory-DevenickPrimary School

Acting Head Teacher: Irenee Lawson 
T 875237 F 895563

Children in Need
All pupils have  been invited to participate in a 
“Dress as you please” day on Friday 19th 
November in order to raise money for Children 
In Need.

Shoe Box Appeal
The children have already sent in a large 
number of shoe boxes filled with Christmas 
goodies for distribution to needy children in 
Romania  by the New Hope Trust.

Joint Carol Service
Banchory Devenick will  be joining with 
Maryculter and Netherley Schools to hold a 
Carol Service at Maryculter Church on 
Wednesday 15th December at 10a.m.  Parents 
are most welcome to attend.
Hoity Toity Angel
Banchory Devenick pupils will  be staging a 
Christmas performance of the Hoity Toity 
Angel on Friday December 17th.  This will  take 
place at Banchory Devenick Church at 
6.30pm  - visitors welcome.

School playground
Many people have remarked upon our 
beautiful  door which has been repainted to 
complement our new garden, and  also our 
gaily coloured container which brightens up 
our school playground.  These have been 
done with the help of pupils and parents under 
the guidance of a professional artist. 

Mid Deeside Small 
Schools League
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Maryculter Primary School

Head Teacher:  Mrs Kate Hopkins
T 732162/F735687

No further news of new school development.  
We continue to enjoy having a P1-2 with 16 
pupils, P3-5 with 18 and P6-7 with 12 pupils.  
We have recently enjoyed a local nature walk 
with nursery; health week with P1-P7, a 
halloween party and look forward to Xmas 
outing to Lemon Tree.  Pupils and HT involved 
in proposed new build at Cults Academy.
With all  the houses for sale in our area we 
would like to welcome any new residents to 
come in for a chat and view the school.

School Holidays including Maryculter In-
Service Days

Term 2:
Wednesday 22nd December Last day before 
Xmas
Term 3
Thursday 6th January 2005 School opens for 
term 3
Monday 14th February Mid-Term (school 
closed)
Tuesday 15th February In-Service (school 
closed to pupils)
Thursday 24th March Last day before Easter 
break
Term 4
Monday 11th April School opens for term 
Monday 2nd May:  May-Day Holiday 
School closed
Friday 13th May In-Service (school closed to 
pupils)
Friday 1st July Last day before Summer break
(School  re-opens to pupils on Tuesday 16th 
August 2005)

Netherley Primary School

Head Teacher: Ailsa MacKintosh
T 01569 730049 F 01569 731983

 Guiding & Scouts

1st Maryculter Rainbows for girls aged 5-7 
meets every Thursday 5.15-6.15 in the Guide 
Hut at Kirkton of Maryculter. At the moment 
we have 12 girls who join us for fun, craft, 
games and singing. For further details or 
putting your child’s name on the waiting list 
please contact Sue Dunlop on 739117 or 
Lorraine Logie on 01569 731959

Brownies - Thanks to the SDV we now have 
an Assistant Guider to help run the Unit and 
have increased numbers to 24.  We are 
celebrating our 90th anniversary this year and 
whilst the new Brownie programme is modern 
and very popular we are enjoying thinking 
about what Brownies was like in the past.  If 
anyone knows why our Mums had to carry a 
piece of string in their pocket please get in 
touch*.  We meet in the Scout & Guide Hut at 
Kirkton of Maryculter each Thursday from 
6.30-8pm.  For further details contact Elaine 
Davies 01569 730374 or Iona Campbell 
01224 734381.

(Carolyn says *that’s Something we’d all like 
to know!)

Guides meet in the Scout & Guide Hut at the 
Kirkton on Tuesday nights 7.309-900pm.  We 
have a varied programme and lots of fun.  For 
further details contact Diane Brown on 734687

Maryculter Beaver Colony -Beavers have 
been busy recently working for their creative 
badge and are currently rehearsing for a small 
St Andrew’s Night Show for parents.  In 
December they will  be going to the Peter Pan 
Panto at Peterculter and the last colony 
meeting this term is the Annual Christmas 
Party.  Once again there are several Beavers 
due to leave soon and sadly still no Maryculter 
Cubs for them to join.  Is there anyone out 
there who could fill  this Cub-Leader vacancy?  
New Beavers, aged 6-8, are always welcome 
– more information about joining can be 
obtained from Kathleen Paterson 01224 
868676 or Aileen Ewins on 862385

Maryculter Cubs – Unfortunately the group are 
still without a Cub Leader.  At least 2 persons, 
are required to get this section of the Scout 
Movement for boys aged 8 to 10 off the 
ground again.  Unfortunately there is not a 
pool  of Leaders just waiting to fill our vacancy.  
It will  need fresh volunteers – probably from 
within the local community to come forward.  
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Our Secretary Pauline Scott 735857 would be 
delighted to hear from anyone with an interest 
in the youth of the area who might like to 
consider the position of Cub Leader.

Maryculter Scouts continue to meet every 
Friday at 7.30 in the Scout Hut at Kirkton of 
Maryculter.  If you have family moved into the 
area and interested in joining please contact 
L e s P a t e r s o n o n 8 6 8 6 7 6 
mail:lesardoe@aol.com
A new development in the Area is the setting 
up of the Kincardine & Deeside Scout 
Website:
http//kdascouts.org.uk  Find out what is 
happening in Scouting and links to sites of 
interest.  Go have a look – you will  be 
impressed.

6 oz SR Flour    4 oz Currants
2 oz Breadcrumbs     4 oz Sultanas
4 oz Suet (or Marg)  2 oz Peel
2 oz Brown Sugar     1 Egg
2 Tablesp Treacle    1 Grated Apple
½ Teasp Cinammon/Mixed Spice & Ginger

Sift Flour and place ingredients in a large 
Pyrex bowl and mix with approximately 1/2pint 
milk or until a smooth consistency.
Double-fold Greaseproof Paper & tie tightly 
around rim of bowl. Place bowl in pan with a 
tight fitting lid with enough boiling water to 
steam/come up sides (but not cover).  Be 
careful  placing in pot not to burn & ensure 
enough space either side of bowl to top up 
with boiling water 
Keep water bubbling and steam steadily for 
3-4 hours and do not allow to boil dry.  
Tip:  Place a piece of cardboard in bottom of 
pan and some vinegar in water to avoid 
marking pot. 
The pudding can be pre-made and frozen, 
then defrosted and reheated on day of use 
either by re-boiling/steaming for 1-2 hours or 
slicing and re-heat in microwave.

Brandy Butter:  4oz butter + 6oz Icing Sugar 
and beat like crazy!
Add 2-3 Tablespoons of Brandy….yummy!

Mike Rumbles, MSP based at 6 Dee Street 
Banchory AB31 5ST – 
Mike Rumbles Tel 01330 820268 fax 
0 1 3 3 0 - 8 2 0 1 0 6 o r e - m a i l 
mike.rumbles.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

Councillor Sandy Wallace

Some of you have become used to my 
quarterly leaflet dropping on your doormat. I 
hope it is informative in telling those who fund 
my free coffee what I have been up to, but 
perhaps it is merely propaganda. Either way, 
you may have noticed that it is late and that 
no light reading has come your way since 
Christmas. In case anyone thinks I have been 
inactive, can I assure
you that the opposite is true. The lack of a 
leaflet reflects two facts, firstly that I am too 
busy to deliver it, secondly that the things I am 
working on tend not to reach a conclusion that 
I can report, they simply rumble on an on.

The saga of the Western Peripheral Route 
rumbles on, the cost rising from £80m to 
£240m and no widening of the Bridge of Dee 

in sight. I suspect that it 
will  be built over my 
d e a d b o d y . T h e 
Lairhillock School was 
a p p r o v e d b y t h e 
Council but called in by 
the Scottish Executive. 
They like me did not 
f ind i t immediately 
apparent why this site 

was chosen. It will not now be part of the PPP 
package, but will  still  be built, perhaps a year 
late, either on the site proposed, or if it is 
refused, on another site. The Blairs Proposal 
has been delayed by the WPR and seems as 
far from a decision as ever.

Despite all this excitement, I am still looking 
for new problems to solve, new dragons to 
slay. If you feel you have an issue that I 
should take an interest in, please contact me.

Cllr.A.Wallace@Aberdeenshire.co.uk
01330-844343

Sir Robert Smith, MP now also has his office 
at 6 Dee Street, Banchory AB31 5ST,  
Tel. 01330 820330, Fax 01330 820106 and
e-mail: bobsmith@cix.co.uk 

Local Crimewatch

mailto:lesardoe@aol.com
mailto:lesardoe@aol.com
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Aberdeenshire Initiative
Thursday 1st April  saw the launch of an 
Aberdeenshire Spring Initiative to tackle the 
traditional rise in the total number of crimes 
reported to the Police in Aberdeenshire during 
April  and May.  Working with our colleagues in 
the North Aberdeenshire Command Area, 
vandal ism, ant i-social behaviour and 
housebreaking will be targeted 
in a high-profile two-week blitz timed to 
coincide with the Easter school holidays.  
Measures such as placing educational 
messages on firms payslips, directed 
patrolling at known crime Hot-Spots and the 
promotion of the alternative activities and 
services available to young people will  be 
implemented.

Of course, everyone within Aberdeenshire can 
contribute to tackling this position.  Please try 
to reduce the opportunities for crime and anti-
social behaviour by:

BREAK-INS: securing your home when 
leaving it unattended or when retiring for the 
night;
CAR CRIME: securing your vehicle, and 
removing items within from view, when leaving 
it unattended;

VANDALISM: encouraging your children to 
behave responsibly, and even to participate in 
organised events, during the evenings and 
school holidays.

Thank you for your contribution to keeping 
Aberdeenshire a safe place in which to live 
and work.

PREVENTABLE CRIMES

Unfortunately, the past couple of weeks has 
seen the reporting of a number of thefts 
where, had basic crime prevention measures 
been adopted, the culprits would have moved 
on elsewhere.

Items taken include ignition keys from 
insecure vehic les, pedal cyc les le f t 
unattended and insecure garden sheds left 
unlocked. 

The South Aberdeenshire Command area is 
one of the safest places in the UK to live, but 
this has only come about because its 
communities have worked hard to reduce the 
opportunities for crime.  Please don't let all  the 
previous good work be undone by allowing a 
bit of complacency to creep in.

CONTACT US

If you have any comments regarding the 
structure of this Bulletin, or if you wish to 
discuss any security matter, please feel free to 
contact the South Aberdeenshire Crime 

Prevention Unit on (01224) 387335, or via e-
mail at crimeprev@grampian.police.uk 
However, please do not report crimes to this 
number or e-mail address.  Instead, contact 
Grampian Police on 0845 600 5 700.

Drug Awareness 

Help our Police fight the alarming increase in 
drug taking and drug related crime - Drugs 
Hotline Tel No. 01224 635888.

Police Offices:
Portlethen 01224 781999
Stonehaven 01569 762963

If for whatever reason you would prefer not to 
speak to your local police office you can call 
crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.  
Your call will  be free.  You will  not have to give 
your name and you may receive a reward.  
More details www.crimestoppers-uk.org

BUSES/TRANSPORT

Timetable can be obtained by calling Bluebird 
on 212266 Route 204 which runs Tuesday/
Friday in Maryculter area.

DIAL A TRIP  bus serv ice run for 
Aberdeenshire Council Concession Card 
Holders & Taxi  Card Holders phone 2 days in 
advance for this door to door service.  All 
buses are fitted with tails lifts.  For Timetable 
tel 01569 765765.

Maryculter/Cookney, Banchory Devenick 
Guild
 
We have had excellent speakers over the 
winter months, a successful coffee morning 
and whist drive. We wish everyone a happy 
summer and look forward to seeing you in 
September at our first meeting. Everyone is 
welcome to join the guild meetings in 

Christmas
Recipe

Mum’s 
Christmas
Pudding

mailto:crimeprev@grampian.police.uk
mailto:crimeprev@grampian.police.uk
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Maryculter Church Hall at 7-30 p.m. first 
Monday of the month.

For more information contact Sheila Bisset  
01569 731708
 

Maryculter WRI
 
The WRI is a group of ladies who meet once a 
month, normally the 2nd Wednesday of the 
Month.  Meetings are held at the Corbie Hall 
at 7.30 pm.  We have a variety of talks and 
demonstrations organised for the coming year.
10th November  Quiz Night.
8th December – Sainsbury for f loral 
demonstration with a difference
12th January – well known local cyclists Roger 
and Alison Mattingley will  be talking about 
their cycling journeys throughout the world – 
Open Night.

For information please contact Elaine Donald 
01569 730590
Local News

Thanks To Richard Connon, who has been the 
Maryculter milkman for 14 years and who at 
the end of April will no longer be delivering 
milk.  The Maryculter round has been 
amalagamated with others as on its own it is 
not viable for the Dairy.  Come, hail, sleet 
snow and snow drifts, whatever the weather, 
Richard has never failed to deliver and always 
on a timely basis. Also with living in the 
community, he's a well kent face and a 
welcome face/visitor for those of us who are 
ever up before the birds in a morning! So on 
behalf of Maryculter and all  your customers, a 
BIG THANK YOU & GOOD LUCK.

So from the Fastest Milkman in the West, to 
h i s d a u g h t e r H e a t h e r c o n n o n … . 
CONGRATULATIONS to Heather who 
r e c e i v e d t h e 2 0 0 3 S c o t t i s h R a l l y 
Championship Ladies Co-driver Award and 
who on Saturday 17th April won the 34th 
Granite City Rally as Co-driver when asked by 
this years Championship Leader, Raymond 
Munro to co-drive. Over 70 rally crews headed 
for the forests of the Mearns and Deeside for 
round three of the 2004 County Saab Scottish 
Rally Championship and the 34th Granite City 
Rally . 25 year old Heather, a radiographer, is 
part of the Connon motorsport dynasty of 
Stonehaven.  Dad Richard and uncle Mike 
have featured in local  press articles with their 
Scottish MINI Cooper Challenge Car, and 
started rallying in the 1980's and that's when 
she got interested in motorsport.  She started 
co-driving in Navigational rallies when she 
was 14 and then at 17 she co-drove on her 
first stage rally and caught the bug there and 
then.  Heather has no interest in driving, 
preferring to co-drive and is Vice President of 
Stonehaven and District Motor Club.  Heather 

is also one of the first two co-drivers to join the 
New Pig Junior 
Rally Academy.  Along with 6 young drivers 
the academy members attend training days 
and get advice from SRC regulars.  After 
winning both events in the year's County Saab 
SRC, Raymond Munro had a comfortable lead 
and it is a great show of faith in Heather's 
abilities to be asked. WELL DONE HEATHER! 
The next County Saab SRC rounds in the 
region will be the Colin McRae Forest Stages 
in Perth on July 24th followed by the Little the 
Jewellers Speyside Stages in Elgin on August 
21st.

North Mearns Scottish Episcopal Churches

St Ternan’s Muchalls St James Stonehaven
St Phillip’s Catterline Bourtree Hall Portlethen

The North Mearns Scottish Episcopal 
Churches are part of the Diocese of Brechin 
and of the Worldwide Anglican Communion. 
There are four centres of worship at Muchalls, 
Portlethen, Stonehaven and Catterline.  The 
centre of worship in the area covered by the 
“South Deeside View” is St Ternan, which is 
located to the West of the A90 about a mile 
from the village of Muchalls on the road to 
Cookney. Should you choose to attend any of 
the other centres a warm welcome will  be 
extended to you. The congregations at each 
centre are committed to working together in 
mission, and in the offering, of an effective 
ministry to all  in the North Mearns area.  In 
addition, the Scottish Episcopal Church in the 
North Mearns is committed to working 
together as a Local Collaborative Ministry. 
This means that each person within the 
Church is recognised as being someone who 
is gifted and who is seeking to offer these gifts 
within God’s world and the Church.

To this end, a number of action groups have 
been formed from the congregations within 
the North Mearns Episcopal  Church in order 
to develop and co-ordinate the work of 
mission and ministry within the different areas 
of community life.
Bereavement: Communications: Finance and 
Administration: Mission and Audit: Music: 
Pastoral Care: Peace and Justice: Prayer and 
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spirituality: Worship and Liturgy: Young 
People.

Each of the Action Groups is open to anyone 
interested in exploring their gifts and work in 
these ways.

Services

You are welcome to join with us in worship or 
in any of our social activities. The following 
are the usual  times of services at the different 
Worship Centres.

Sunday Services:  
8.30a.m  Eucharist at St James, Stonehaven
9.00a.m. Eucharist at Bourtree Hall, 
Portlethen.
10.15a.m.Eucharist at St Phillip Catterline
10.30a.m. Eucharist at St James Stonehaven
10.30a.m. Eucharist at St Ternan Muchalls.

Sunday School is held at St James on the 1st 
and 3rd Sunday of the Month.

Weekday service
8.30a.m. Tuesday and Friday Morning prayer 
at St Ternan
10.30am Wednesday  Eucharist at St James
5.00pm Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday 

evening prayer at St James
7.00p.m.Thursday, Eucharist at St Ternan

For further information about The Scottish 
Episcopal Church in the North Mearns contact 
Rev. Rita Acarnley, St Ternan’s Rectory, 
Muchalls. Tel 01569 730625. Or visit our 
website http://www.N.MearnsSEC.org.uk

BANCHORY-DEVENICK & MARYCULTER-
COOKNEY PARISH CHURCH
Rev Bruce Gardner – Tel 01224 735776

Sunday Morning Services are held at
10.00am – Banchory-Devenick Church, South 
Deeside Road.
11.30am – Maryculter-Cookney Church at 
Kirkton of Maryculter

Sunday School welcomes children from 3 
years old and upward with Creche available 
for younger children.  We have lots of stories, 
things to make and do ……and songs to sing!

Remembrance Services on 14th November
1000am – Banchory-Devenick &
1139 am Maryculter-Cookney followed by a 
Soup & Cheese Lunch.
3.00pm – Cookney War Memorial.

Watchnight Services:

11.30pm – 24th December – Banchory-
Devenick
10.00am – 25th December – Xmas Day 
Service at Maryculter-Cookney Church.

Bible Study Group meets every Wednedsay at 
7.30pm in the Manse.  All are welcome to 
deepen their understanding of God’s word.

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast is held in 
Maryculter Church Hall every Saturday from 
8.00am – 9.30am .  All are welcome to come 
and enjoy tea or coffee and “a rowie”.

The Womens Guild Meets in Maryculter 
Church Hall at 7.30pm on the first Monday of 
the month September – November and 
February – May.
All welcome - Come along and enjoy 
fellowship and interesting talks.
A coffee morning and sales table will  be held 
on Saturday 4th December from 10am – 
11.30am.
For further details/information call Sheila 
Bisset 01569 731708.

All welcome.

Blairs Chapel Parish of St. Mary
Tel:  Deacon Peter MacDonald 780351

Mass is held every Sunday Morning at 9am.
24th December – Christmas Vigil is
At 7pm
25th December Christmas Mass 9a.m.

Blairs College

The Blairs Museum, set in the form Roman 
Catholic Seminary Buildings of Blairs College 
is situated on the South Deeside Road, 4 
miles south west of Aberdeen and opens at 
the weekends or by appointment.  It contains 
objects and paintings relation to Mary Queen 
of Scots and also has a collection of paintings 
and artefacts relating to Bonnie Prince Charlie 
and his immediate family, along with some 
fabulous church metalwork and vestments.  
There is also an exhibition telling the story of 
the College.  Thanks to a very generous 
donation from the family of the late Ann 
Gallagher, the Blairs Museum has been able 
to extend its display capacity.
There are various display cases and there will 
be changed in the display during the season.
For further details contact David Taylor, Visitor 
Services Manager.
Tel 01224 863767
curator@blairs.net.

A.L.P. - OUR LOCAL PLAN 
TO WRITE OR NOT TO WRITE ?

http://www.N.MearnsSEC.org.uk
http://www.N.MearnsSEC.org.uk
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………. THAT IS THE QUESTION 

It is now more than 4 years since around 50 
local residents and Community Councillors 
gathered in Maryculter Hall  to put their first 
thoughts down on paper on what should or 
should not be in the new Local  Plan - the 
Aberdeenshire Local  Plan (ALP) which would 
d i r e c t a n d g o v e r n m u c h o f w h a t 
Aberdeenshire Council would do for the period 
2001 / 2002 through to 2016. Aberdeenshire 
was asking for the views of the public  in each 
community before most of the plan was 
written and without any inf luence or 
interference from either its elected members 
or its officers. What took place here was 
reflected in all  other areas in the Shire (though 
it has to be said that the response in North 
Kincardine - 50 out of a total  of 1300 
residents, was much better than elsewhere, 
easily beating big 
town's responses).   
For many, if not most of us, this is the first 
time that we will have seen the whole process 
from start to finish. So what actually 
happened? How exactly did it work? Was it 
worth it? Did the Council  listen? Above all, can 
the man in the street achieve anything or is it - 
as so many probably believe - "all  cut and 
dried before we say anything?”
Are you sitting comfortably?? Then 
I'll begin..............   
First of all, the accumulated wisdom of all 
those residents who attended the meetings 
that NKRCC had organised in the local 
community halls was sorted by Aberdeenshire 
into categories; Housing; Infrastructure; 
Employment etc. That was then added to the 
outline thoughts of the Policy Planners whose 
job it is to write the Local plan, which must 
broadly follow the policies in the Structure 
Plan. From all  of that came the first Draft of 
ALP, published towards the end of 2001. 
That set out the proposed policies for 
Housing, Environment, Infrastructure, 
Employment as well  as General  policies and 
the 'Justifications' for each of them. It also 
gave specific  numbers of houses needed and 
said exactly where those houses should be 
built, which places should be designated as 
'Settlements' and much more. 
Having published the Draft, Aberdeenshire 
then invited the public  to knock it down by 
objecting to it within a set period - generally 6 
weeks or so. These objections are always 
many and var ied, coming both from 
companies, statutory bodies and community 
groups as well as individuals. So in the case 
of ALP there were around 2000 objections 
from about 600 different sources. Relevant to 
our own area there were for example, 
objections from Churchill  Homes, Banchory-
Devenick Estate, Cyclist's Touring Club, 
Green Wedge, McWAG, Scottish Natural 
Heritage etc, our own North Kincardine Rural 
Community Council  and a number of local 
residents from our area including myself.

But, I hear the sceptics among you cry, did 
anything happen as a result of these 
objections? It most emphatically did. At least 
two policies were completely re-written on 
account of the weight of objections. Others 
were added to or altered, other bits of 
tweaking took place in the wording of parts of 
the plan and some Settlements were added, 
others deleted. (So two cheers for the Council 
anyway!) These Modifications to the plan - the 
re-writes additions and deletions mentioned 
above - were then published. The public  then 
had another opportunity to object, within a 6-
week period, to the Modifications themselves. 
Many did : Within our area the Community 
Council re-objected as did several residents.

Again, Aberdeenshire considered them, 
rejected some, accepted some and partly 
accepted others. There then followed the 
publication of the Finalised ALP in the 
Summer of 2003. This is the document which 
is presently being subjected to scrutiny at a 
Public Local  Inquiry (PLI). This PLI finally got 
under way in August this year and the first 
session, dealing with policies, has now 
finished and the 2nd and 3rd sessions, 
dealing with Settlements will take place 
through November, December and January. 
At the first (policy) session many of those who 
had objected (at any stage of the process) 
opted to take part and give fuller explanations 
of their objections and spell out to the 
Reporter exactly how they would like to see 
the plan changed. In some cases these 
participants were professional agents for the 
builders, Estate owners or Architects. Many 
more, however, were individual members of 
the public or members of Community Councils 
with no specialist expertise in planning 
matters. As one who took part I can say that 
the new 'informal' format of PLI which has 
been introduced worked very well  indeed. 
Some of you may have attended Public 
Inquiries or heard tell  in the past of the 
'courtroom' atmosphere with assorted Q.C.s, 
lawyers and consultants examining, cross-
examining and generally trying to humiliate 
and discredit you. All  of which has tended to 
ensure that anyone hearing such stories 
would never countenance the idea of 
part ic ipat ing in such an int imidat ing 
procedure. 
Well - forget it! The new format is conducted 
by the Reporter in a very conversational, 
relaxed manner and he - or she - ensures that 
everyone gets a fair hearing and all we 
'amateurs' were given plenty of rope in putting 
our point across. The Reporter genuinely 
wanted to draw out what we wanted to say 
and then challenged Aberdeenshire to defend 
its position. It was a pleasure to take part and, 
having had a very fair hearing, we all wait to 
see whether the Reporter will agree with our 
objections or confirm that the Aberdeenshire's 
position is a sound one. (It should also be 
pointed out that whether an objector appeared 
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at the PLI or not his objection will  have been 
considered by the Reporter. Those of you who 
merely wrote to object will have had that 
objection treated as a piece of written 
evidence.) So what lessons can we draw from 
the 4-year process of ALPs pregnancy? (and it 
will not finally be born until sometime late
next year).
First, the indisputable fact is that you and I 
can make a difference. Had it not been for the 
sheer number of objections to certain parts of 
the plan, it would probably have gone through 
unchallenged. 
Second, and following from that, the Council 
has listened and has acted, not by accepting 
everything that was said but accepting quite a 
lot and in doing so the Council did 
acknowledge that many objections improved 
the plan, not merely
changed it). 

Third, even where Aberdeenshire does not 
accept what we say, we can have a second 
bite at the cherry, either by appearing at the 
PLI and putting our case directly to the 
Reporter or by letting him consider our written 
objection. 
So the conclusion must be that it is worth 
while for any, or all, of us to have our say 
when the chance is given to us. It is worth 
repeating that the sheer number of sensible, 
soundly-based objections has already 
achieved worthwhile changes to the plan and 
the process of arguing a case in front of the 
Reporter may yet achieve still more. Of course 
there has to be a snag somewhere and it 
comes in the form of knowing the scheme of 
things, knowing when to write and - above all - 
keeping interest going and following what is 
going on over an extended period. So, to 
those of you who did write, 'Thank-you and 
Well Done' and remember - a new Structure 
Plan will be on the cards in a couple of years 
from now, so quill pens, biros or computers at
the ready. 

Rob Winmill

Halls – Booking Contacts

Ardoe Hall :
Contact Wattie Simpson 861774

Blairs College Hall:
Contact John EvansFreke 867626

Corbie Hall
Contact Carol Masson 733583

Cookney Hall:
Contact Mrs Ewan 01569 730259 or 
Mr Keith on 01569 732304

Scout & Guide Hut:
Contact:  Les Paterson 868676

Corbie Hall &  Park    (Les Paterson)

The Community Hall  and Corbie Park 
continue to be a popular venue for all  sorts of 
parties, barbecues,  club meetings, Playgroup 
and, of course, football. 
The Hall  Committee lost a great servant in 
Bob Simpson earlier this year. Bob was one of 
the original driving forces behind the 
construction of the hall and his drive and 
enthusiasm will be sadly missed.    
This year the committee have had to increase 
the hire rate slightly to cover ever-increasing 
heating and insurance costs - but to hire the 
hall is still  very economical compared to other 
similar facilities. 
Plans have been submitted to add 2 changing 
rooms to the side of the existing building. This 
will  solve the problem we have between 
indoor users who want a nice clean carpet 
and footballers who want to come in with 
muddy boots. Once plans are passed we 
hope the community will support us with fund-
raising and labour so that the annex can be 
built as quickly as possible.

Maryculter Senior Citizens Association holds  
local fund-raising event(s) annually towards 
the annual Christmas Party.  If you know 
someone who may be eligible this year please 
get in touch with any of the Committee 
Members:
Richard Connon 01224 867680
Jim Dunn – 01569 733948
Fiona Thomson 01224 733324
Derek Durrant 01224 861160
Debbie or Geordie Wallace.
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Contact your community council 
Postal  address:   Secretary, North Kincardine 
Rural Community Council, Howieshil l, 
Netherley, Stonehaven AB39 3SN.
Telephone: 01569 764436 
E Mail: Secretary@NKRCC.org.uk
See our website www.NKRCC.org.uk

Community Councillors:
Community Councillors are elected for specific 
areas. The areas are denoted: BD : Banchory-
Devenick, M Maryculter, N/C Netherley & 
Cookney.
Philip Smart (Chairman) N/C, Raymond 
Cowan (Treasurer) M, Robert Keeler 
(Secretary) N/C, Michael Birch BD, Bill Fraser 
M, Jill Greenlees M, Kate Kleppang BD, 
Robert McKinney N/C, Kevin Park M, Duncan 
Petrie BD, Avril Tulloch M, Rob Winmill N/C.
Meetings
Details of community council meetings and 
contact details for the local  councillors are 
carried on the notice boards in the area 
(including those outside each school), 
announced on local  radio, and are available 
on our website. Everyone from the area is 
very welcome at our public  meetings. 
Meetings are generally (with the exception of 
the December meeting) held on the third 
Monday of each month from 7:30 pm in 
Corbie hall next to the Old Mill  Inn on the 
South Deeside Road. Forthcoming meetings 
are currently scheduled for Mondays on:
13th December, 17th January, 21st 
February, 21st March, 18th April, 
16th May……
200+ Club appeal and Finance.
Many of you (very many more than 200 in 
fact !) support our 200+ club – this provides 
the excitement of a monthly prize draw whilst 
raising money for local causes Thanks to the 
extra support we were able to both increase 
the prize fund this year and to donate more to 
local causes – since the last “View”; Driving 
for the Disabled, Maryculter Nursery, 
Banchory-Devenick School, Maryculter School 
Foo tba l l  t eam, the Sen io r C i t i zens 
Association, Friendship Club, and Maryculter 
Playgroup have all  applied for and been given 
support. NKRCC along with the other 
community councils receives a small grant 
from Aberdeenshire council  for administration 
costs however because most admin costs are 
covered by donations in kind from councillors 
we are able to continue to give the majority of 
this grant to local  good causes along with the 
200 club funds. We also provide some 
financial support for this independent 
newsletter for which we are grateful to Trish 
and Caro lyn and to the Communi ty 
Councillors (and their friends and relatives !) 

who deliver it. We will  be selling 200 club 
tickets for 2004 in the coming months so 
please put one or more fivers aside – thanks.
Planning:
A lot of the Community Council’s work 
concerns Aberdeenshire Council  planning 
matters – either consultation on individual 
plans or commenting on the rules that govern 
planning applications in general; the so-called 
structure and local plans.
In detail:
Blairs College application by the Muir group to 
build 281 houses, hotel, conference centre 
and golf course etc : We said in the last View, 
optimistic  as ever, that following a Special 
Hearing last November a decision might be 
expected in Dec, Jan or Feb.......those dots 
were not for nothing ! We are still  waiting and 
the WPR appears to be the fly in the ointment 
this time, 
New Primary School: Aberdeenshire’s 
decision to grant itself planning permission for 
the proposed new primary school  at the 
Lairhillock was called in by the Scottish 
Executive for a review. The site was inspected 
by the Executive’s Reporter when he held his 
site visit in July. He gave his verdict a few 
weeks later to the Scottish Executive Minister 
who just as we go to press almost four months 
further on has approved the planning 
permission. Aberdeenshire tell us that this 
building project is no longer to be financed 
through a public  private partnership scheme 
(PPP) but through a more conventional 
borrowing regime. We await a revised project 
timetable from the Council. The Minister’s 
decision does now include a requirement for 
traffic calming measures on the road adjacent 
t o t h e s c h o o l w h i c h w a s n o t i n 
Aberdeenshire’s original proposal.
Local  Plan Inquiry: Again, in the last issue we 
said that the PLI would start on Nov 19th 2003, 
but that did not allow for the fact that 
Aberdeenshire Council  then messed up the 
admin, and had to postpone the Inquiry until 
January when they promptly did the same 
again, and finally started it in August 2004. 
The result will  not be known until the last half 
of 2005 at the very earliest. A separate report 
on the process can be read elsewhere in this 
“View”. 
Other Planning Matters : In common with 
previous years we have objected to some 
planning applications that have caused 
community concern or given rise to wider 
issues. We have also commented on 
recommendations because they are perceived 
as “bending” around what we see as the intent 
of the Plans and we have actively supported 
one or two more applications within our area 
which otherwise would have fallen foul of 
planning technicalities. During the year we 
also submitted our views to the Scottish 
Executive in favour, within certain limits, of the 
Third Party Right of Appeal  proposal which 
would allow a third party objector to take his 
case to appeal rather than this being restricted 

mailto:Secretary@NKRCC.org
mailto:Secretary@NKRCC.org
http://www.nkrcc.org/
http://www.nkrcc.org/
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to just the 'loser' in a planning application 
dispute.

Western Peripheral Route: (WPR)
Since the last "View" it has become clear that 
the routes the WPR project team have 
considered have been more diverse than we 
were originally lead to believe. But, whilst the 
decision on routing is for the Minister to make, 
the project team do not appear to be 
progressing with detailed engineering of 
anything other than a close approximation to 
their original (route 14) proposal. We have 
continued to press them to mitigate some of 
the adverse effects on our area in their current 
design and some small amendments have 
resulted but when it comes to the public 
consultation we, along with many other 
organisations and individuals, will  be 
presenting our objection to the Public  Inquiry 
about the scheme.
We would welcome comment on project to 
wpr@nkrcc.org.uk and specifically on the 
version of the route that the project team are 
advocating which, as we go to press, varies 
from the sketch in the last "View" especially 
regarding the South Deeside Road (SDR). 
The plan still  shows no junction with SDR and 
the WPR is now shown passing under rather 
than over the SDR and is now just to the west 
of Copeland Motors, Some other route 
sections have been moved a short way further 
west or south of line originally proposed. A 
recent suggestion made by some residents to 
the project team is to join the WPR to the A90 
at Marywell rather than Charleston and we 
would welcome your views on this too. As we 
go to press the WPR project team will  still not 
release plans for us to publish (on the basis 
that the route is currently with the Minister for 
decision as to what to present for public 
consultation) so we continue to recommend 
that you go, as we have, to the project offices 
(see www.awpr.co.uk) to see the plans for 
yourselves and say what you think ! We are 
told that the public consultation on the WPR 
will  start in the first months of the new year 
and that there will  be a presentation at the Old 
Mill Inn.

Kincardine and Deeside Befriending

is based at the Crossroads Carer's Centre in 
Stonehaven and also at Banchory.  Although 
the scheme is for older people living 
independently or with some support in the 
Kincardine and Deeside Area, our volunteer 
befrienders can come from almost anywhere 
in the area.  We currently have around thirty 
volunteers matched with clients and we are 
always on the look out for more volunteers.  
Volunteers are 
given training, expenses and ongoing support 
from the scheme.  

We have regular befriender support meetings  
Anyone who thinks they might enjoy getting to 
know an older person and enjoy a chat over a 
cup of tea or perhaps take them out shopping, 
or, if you know 
someone who might benefit from the Scheme 
should contact either Catherine King on 01569 
765714 or Linda Taberner at K and D 
Befriending 72a High Street, Banchory AB31 
5SS on 01330 820008 (both offices have 
answering machines).
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GDFAS have a programme of monthly 
lectures throughout the year.  They also 
arrange a number of study days, visits to art 
galleries and museums, - plus gardens and 
private houses not normally open to the 
public.
Are you interested in Art?  Do you like to 
watch the experts on the Antique Road Show? 
Would you like to spend a study day with an 
expert?  -- or have an expert guide to an Art 
Gallery or Museum? – or visit a private house 
or garden not usually open to the public?  Or 
just listen to a top class Fine Arts expert 
lecture ?
Their lectures are held in the Queens Hotel, 
Queens Road Aberdeen at 7.00 for 7.30 p.m. 
on the second Wednesday of each month.  If 
you are interested in hearing about art from 
expert lecturers come along and give GDFAS 
a try.  You will be in good company.

The next lectures  are:

November 10th Mistress of the House: Ladies 
doing up houses 1670 –1830     by Rosemery 
Baird
A glimpse into the private lives of ladies of the 
period showing how they decorated their 
houses. These include Jane, Duchess of 
Gordon, who helped her husband build 
Gordon Castle

December 8th  Gold Frankincense & Myrrh – 
Why these Gifts?  

 by Tom Duncan
An explanation of why these gifts, offered to 
the newly born Jesus by the “three wise men” 
were entirely within the long –established 
traditions of the eastern Mediterranean.

For more details phone :-
 01224 825633 or 01224 771386
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Visit Storybook Glen

Family Appeal  – Experts are worried about the 
levels of obesity and inactivity among even 
very young children.  Adults make New Year’s 
resolutions to lose weight – Why not do 
yourself and your children some good by 
buying a season ticket for Storybook Glen?  
(Valid for one calendar year from date of 
purchase).  Then like the many people who 
have a season ticket, you feel you can pop in 
for some fresh air and exercise.  Thousand of 
pounds are wasted by people joining gyms 
and then never visiting them because they 
find the exercises boring and repetitive.  Walk 
in the Glen for an hour several times a week 
and not only are you getting fresh air and 
exercise by you might see a squirrel, deer or a 
huge variety of wild birds.  Adult season 
tickets £26.85, Child’s season ticket £20.15 
(this means that once six visits have been 
made, any further outings to the Glen are free)

Mothers whose children have now started 
school  – Your children, I’m sure enjoyed 
visiting Storybook Glen when they were little.  
Now it is your turn to have a quiet, peaceful 
chat with friends over coffee and/or visit the 
superb gift shop with its wide range of pet 
food and garden equipment, seeds and 
plants.  Why bother going into town and facing 
all  that traffic and expensive parking changes 
when you could support this new local 
venture, park for free, have a coffee or light 
lunch and stroll around the gift shop.  You’ll be 

amazed at the diversity and price range of the 
gifts on offer.  You really will  be able to find 
something for everyone and everything – dog 
food for the family pet, seed for the wild birds, 
a beautiful candle for a friend, garden furniture 
for grandparents and, or course, wonderful 
things for children.

Senior Citizens – Looking for somewhere 
different to have a coffee and homebake?  
Enjoy home made soups and everyone’s 

favourite sticky toffee pudding?  Then if you 
use  the special offer 
in the advert, you could treat yourself to the 
above.

A visit to Storybook Glen represents very good 
value for money – once your have paid to 
come in there are no hidden charges for use 
of any of the amenities or rides and what’s 
more you can stay all day if the weather is 
kind like it was last summer – no one is 
blowing a whistle to tell you your time is up.

Opening times:  10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. Daily

Admission price:  Adults - £4.15, Children 
£3.10 (under two’s free)  Senior Citizens 
£3.25

Storybook Glen, Maryculter, Aberdeen, Tel/fax 
(01224) 732941, www.storybookglen.co.uk

Maryculter House Hotel

Situated on the banks of the famous River 
Dee, this collection of buildings is steeped 
in Scottish history.  Dating back to the 
12thC, clearly documented through King 
John, Bonnie Prince Charlie and even the 
Titanic Disaster.  This was at one time the 
homeland of the Knights Templar who 
gave pilgrims protected passage on their 
way to the Holy Land.  The house 
became a hotel shortly after World War II 
and has undergone a programme of 
refurbishment.  An abundance of natural 
stone and exposed fireplaces with tall 
beamed ceilings that convey a theatrical 
style, the hotel has been carefully 
enhanced by stylish decoration to create 
a winning combination of modern luxury 
with period detail.  A perfect setting for 
weddings and functions.

When looking for somewhere to enjoy 
great food and drink look no further than 
the Poachers Pocket which is situated 
within the Hotel.  This warm and intimate 

brassiere overlooks the River Dee and 
has a calming effect.  

Margaret Wallace
Conference & Banqueting Co-Ordinator
Tel: 01224 732124
Accommodation Specials available on our 
website www.maryculterhousehotel.com  
 
Ghost Story Teller Friday 12th November 
2004
Burns Night Friday 21 January  2005
Murder Mystery Night  Friday 25th February  
2005
Book now for Christmas!

Some Dates for the Diary!

Scrooge's Family Carvery Lunch - 
26.12.04 – Adults £17.50 Children under 
12 years £8.75

http://www.maryculterhousehotel.com
http://www.maryculterhousehotel.com
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Friends and Family Ceilidh - 27.12.04 – 
Adults £17.50 children under 12 years 
£8.95

Grand Scottish Hogmanay Ball - Piper, 
Meal, Champagne, Ceilidh Band and 
disco, Black Tie -  £77.00 per person 

Burns Nights - Friday 21st Jan & Saturday 
29th Jan - Piper and Ceilidh Band - 
£29.50

Gourmet Evening Friday 4th Feb 2005 - 
£39.95 includes accommodation

Murder Mystery Evening Friday 25th 
February £26.50 

Valentines Candelit Dinners throughout 
February

Wine Tasting Evening Friday 4th March 
2005 - £49.95 includes accommodation

Mothers Day Traditional Carvery £19.95 
Children under 12 years £9.95

SCOTTISH ACCORDION MUSIC IS 
NOW BEING PLAYED AT

DURRIS VILLAGE HALL, SECOND 
SUNDAY EVERY MONTH

ALL WELCOME
FOR INFORMATION CONTACT BILL 
COOPER, WESTVIEW, DRUMOAK. 

TEL 01330 811266

MARYCULTER CARRIAGE DRIVING 
CENTRE

Learn the art and traditions of Carriage Driving

Arrive in a horse drawn carriage for your wedding

Enjoy a farm tour and riverside drive

Visit our unique carriage collection

Bring disabled friends for a drive

Let us take you for a drive to mark a special 
occasion

We can do all this - and much more, with our 
experienced horses and ponies

ALSO   Self contained flat overlooking the River 
Dee. 

    Ideal for business visits or short breaks.

Jane & Ewan MacInnes, 
Home Farm,Maryculter,Aberdeen

01224/732310 or 07889340362
email homefarmmcdc@lineone.net

www marycultercarriages.co.uk

aberdeen’s newest golf centre 
opens it’s doors

The Aspire Golf Centre, described as the 
finest of its type in the UK, opened its doors 
on 14th September 2004.  The first class 
centre has a full range of practise facilities and 
offers golfers, of all ages and ability, the 
chance to practice every aspect of their game.  
This first class centre, situated on a 
spectacular 50 acre site, is only two miles 
from Aberdeen on the lower Deeside Road 
and easily accessible from the city centre.  

The extensive facilities are finished to a very 
high standard and include twenty-two covered 
bays, four outside bays, two specially 
equipped teaching studios and two further 
studios for custom fitting and group tuition.

Complementing the facilities, Aspire has 
recruited two of the north east’s most 
experienced golf teachers, Billy Fyfe, formerly 
of The Butch Harmon School of Golf and 
former Ryder Cup player, Harry Bannerman, 
perhaps the north east’s most famous golfing 
son.
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But owner John Duthie tells us that although 
customer feedback is overwhelmingly positive, 
the centre still has a lot more to offer.  Says 
Duthie, “In the near future we will open our 
café and by spring next year we will  complete 
our facilities with a grass practice tee, a short 
game area, a tournament standard putting 
green and an outstanding par three golf 
course.  We really want to set a new standard 
in facility provision.”

Aspire is now open seven days a week: 
Monday – Friday, 8am-9pm, weekends, 8am – 
6pm and for more information please ring 
0 1 2 2 4 8 6 5 7 5 0 o r l o g o n t o 
www.aspiregolfcentre.com

Since compiling this edition of the South 
Deeside View  we have had a generous 
donation pledged by a local person who 
wishes to remain anonymous and I am 
pleased to say that this kind donation will 
cover printing of  the next copy for which 
we are very grateful.  The shortfall for the 
printing of this present copy has been met 
by Paragon Systems (Scotland) Limited.

Next Copy Deadline is set for end of 
February.   I’m looking forward to 
receiving lots of information, local news, 
etc. in the New  Year for the Spring/
Summer copy.  
Thanks to all who have contributed and a 
big thank you to Trish without whose help 
and effort the South Deeside View  would 
never have been resurrected or kept 
going. 
So, from now  on it’s moi-seulement/
Carolyn-Solo with the help of   all you the 
local fowk to keep the information/news 
flowing

So I would be pleased and interested to 
receive any information on local events 
and activities; local history or memories of 
the area in days gone by and/or old 
photographs; adverts as well as  “a little 
bit of  Doric” for inclusion – these should 
be sent to or handed in to:

Carolyn Morrison
Corbie Cottage

Maryculter
Aberdeen
AB12 5FT

Tel: 01224 732026
Fax: 01224 735536

e-mail: 
info@paragon-systems.co.uk

NORTH BURNSIDE KENNELS
& CATTERY

“where part of your family 
becomes part of ours”

Tel 01224  733474
Netherley Road, Maryculter

Grampian Decorative and Fine 
Arts Society
      (A  member society of NADFAS)

mailto:info@paragon-systems.co.uk
mailto:info@paragon-systems.co.uk

