
THE SOUTH DEESIDE VIEW
Autumn/Winter 2002

Finally, the Autumn/Winter Edition of the South Deeside 
View and thanks to all those who have contributed news 
items.  We hope, and to quote Bruce Gardner, “that “The 
South Deeside View” provides a great service to the local 
community and helps to counter-act those feelings of 
isolation and marginalisation that seem part of this modern 
world”.  Like Bruce, we are on the same quest “to encourage 
the people around us in things that are the precious roots of 
our culture and values".  Therefore, we would welcome any 
"news" whether it be personal, local history, clubs, ideas, 
advertisements etc. for our next edition which should be 
Spring/Summer and be printed before Easter Break.  Any old 
photographs would be welcome too as we are struggling with 

the local history information stories.  

We'd like to thank the "distribution team" which includes our local milkman, Richard, to the 
Schools, Activity Groups and to the members of the Community Council  who have assisted 
throughout with ensuring distribution widens.  Initially we started off with something like 300 
copies and now we distribute over 700!    So thank you one and all.  If anyone would like their 
copy posted please forward an A4 stamped addressed envelope to either Trish or Carolyn 
and if you would like a copy e-mailed then please e-mail Trish (TBurrell@technip-
coflexip.com)

Again for your information copies are distributed through schools, the church, activity groups 
and the Community Council and copies are left at the local hostelries e.g. Lairhillock, 
Maryculter House, Old Mill Inn, Lower Deeside Caravan Park and Copland Motors.  There are 
always extra copies in the Corbie Hall left for uplift.

So WE WISH YOU ALL A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND GOOD HEALTH AND HAPPINESS 
FOR 2003.

Trish & Carolyn

Trish:  Cairnview, Tillyhowes Steading, Banchory-Devenick, AB12 5XL Tel:   01224 876186
Carolyn:    Corbie Cottage, Maryculter, Aberdeen AB12 5FT  Tel: 01224 732026    
info@paragon-systems.co.uk mailto:info@paragon-systems.co.uk

With the present emphasis on education and siting of a possible new school  in the area, we 
thought readers might be interested in the following extract  “Third Statistical Account of 
Scotland – Parish of Maryculter) being notes prepared by James Irvine-Fortescue of 
Kingcausie on May 1982.

EDUCATION

The parochial  school referred to in the New Statistical  Account became a school for boys only 
between the ages of 8 and 12 years in 1875, and was finally closed in 1894.  It was sold by 
public roup on 23rd October 1896 for £340 and has since remained a private house.  
Following the Education (Scotland) Act, 1872, a School  Board was elected in 1873 and after 
various meetings and discussions, two new schools were planned.  The West Scool and 
teacher’s house were built in 1875, on land feued by Mr Kinloch of Altries near Pepperhillock 
at a cost, net of Government grant, of £521.4.3d.  Miss Anderson, mistress of the girls’ school 
at Stobhall  (Mar lodge), which had a roll of 36 in 1873, became the first teacher and the 
Stobhall  School was closed.  The East School was built in 1876, and Miss Jemima Stephen 
was appointed teacher from October in that year, at a salary of £20 plus school fees, which 
averaged about ten shillings per pupil per annum plus half the small Government grant and a 
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yearly cleaning allowance of £2.10.0  Outdoors pumps were installed at each school for the 
water supply.  In November 1878, the school rolls were:  Kirkton School 54, West School, 49; 
and East School 38.  In 1921, the rolls number 75 (East School) and 55 (West School) and 
declined to a low point of 23 (East School) and 31 (West School in 1951, since when, helped 
by post-war births, they have been on a gently rising trend.  Since in 1833, there were 77 
children in the parochial  schools and 40 in the private elementary schools, it seems a 
reasonable deduction that the average family differed little in size from that time till 1921, but 
that since then families have become smaller.  The present (1983) rolls are: East School 16 
boys & 15 girls – a total  of 31, West School 18 boys & 16 girls – a total of 34, in both cases up 
to age of 12 years.  Secondary education has been continued at Cults Academy for the last 
five years and before that at Banchory and Mackie Academies after the closing of Portlethen 
Secondary School in 1969.  It seems probable that when the projected new Portlethen 
Accademy is completed, secondary education for Maryculter children will  again be afforded 
there.  An extension was built at the West School in 1979.

It appears from the schoolboard minutes that, in the 1870s and 1880s, considerable difficulty 
was experienced in getting all  the children of school age to attend school.  Thus in 1879, out 
of 194 children in the parish of school age, 69 were not attending school.  Due to strenuous 
efforts by the inspector, the number of non-attendees was reduced to 56 one year later, and 
to 47 by 1882.  Out of the 47, 12 children under 13 were already working.  Non-attendance 
was partly due to the inability of some parents to pay the fees.  From the school minute books 
it is possible to trade the gradual improvement in conditions.  Illnesses, including a number of 
cases of diphtheria were a problem in the 1920s and 1930s.  Nurses’ visits were commenced 
in 1938, and dental inspections soon after.  At the outbreak of war, 15 evacuees from Dundee 
and two from Edinburgh were accommodated in the East School, but these did not stay long 
in the parish.  The school meals service commenced in 1946.  Electricity was installed to both 
schools in 1954.  Education instruction at Blairs College is noted under that heading.

THE BLAIRS ESTATE

The estate of Blairs lies south of the River Dee, with the exception of the 8 hectare (22 acre) 
ewe Haugh in the bend of the river’s older course.  It marches with Kingcausie to the west 
and with Auchlunies and several smaller properties to the east.  Its highes point, in the 
Craigingles Wood, is 155 metres (510 feet) above sea level.

Since 1827 Blairs has been in the hands of Trustees, holding it for the Roman Catholic 
Church in Scotland to provide education for candidates for the priesthood.  Blairs College, the 
raison d’etre and administrative centre of the estate, has a granite boarding school building 
(opened in 1897) of three storeys, ¾ of a kilometre south of the river, a fine neo-Gothic 
church with a spire (1901) and small  burial ground and, now used for recreational  purposes, a 
section of the former college  (1829-18977), which incorporates the mansion house of John 
Menzies (“Menzies of Pitfodels”) (1756-1843), who donated the estate.  About 10 hectares 
(25 acres) including tennis courts, are used as sports grounds near the College building.  A 
walled garden of 1.5 hectares (3.5 acres), now partly in rough pasture but with some fine fruit 
trees, was laid out by Menzies.

The crofts of Strypeside and Cannycreich were long ago combined with Kintewline and 
Maidenfold respectively.  The latter was in turn recently incorporated into the home farm 
which has 131 hectares (315 acres) under cultivation, and a herd of 120 dairy and 50 beef 
cattle (including calves).  Five home farm workers (three full-time) occupy estate houses.
There are four other (tenanted) farms or smallholdings, viz: Greenloaning (incorporating 
Merchant’s croft and Patonslaw), Kintewline, Fernybrae and Netherlands.  The Ewe Haugh is 
let as rough grazing.

One hundred and twenty hectares (300 acres) are forested, mostly under Forestry 
Commission Control.  A granite quarry within the southern margin of Craigingles Wood is 
leased out but has not been worked for many years.

The estate holds fishing rights over 1.5 kilometres of the right bank and a somewhat shorter 
length of the present left bank of the River Dee.  By a riparian owner’s agreement there is a 
limit of four rods.  The rights to two rods are retained by the College for members or guests, 
and the remainder leased to a small syndicate.  The average recorded annual catch is twelve 
salmon of average weight ten pounds and twenty sea trout of average weight 2-1/4 pounds.
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Fourteen houses are let to tenants.  Three have special status under a Land Court ruling.  
Four others have been feued to private owners and there is a small block of local  authority 
housing on feued land near the East School.  Some properties are only recently derelict, for 
example, Braeside Cottage, three quarter of a kilometre south-south-west of the College, 
which was occupied into the late 1960’s; within the last eighty years, nine have become 
uninhabitable.
The College has accommodation for 200 students, and a present roll  of 110 boys of 
secondary school age, from all parts of Scotland.  There is a resident staff of sixteen priests, 
fourteen of whom teach full-time.  Attached to the College is a convent of seven Sisters of St 
Joseph of Annecy who assist, one as a full0time teacher, the rest with domestic work. Two 
full-time and four part-time teachers, two full-time maintenance men, and some twenty-five 
other part-time (mainly catering or cleaning) staff, are non-resident.  The College’s water 
supply is piped from its own springs; this is now supplemented, in emergency, from the 
Regional mains, and was formerly supplemented from the river Dee; an iron pipeline and a 
small pump house on the bank still exist.  The home farm supplies milk and potatoes, and 
some vegetables and fruit in season from the walled garden.

Perhaps half of the tenants can trace back their residence on the estate, if not in their present 
house, for several  generations.  The College as an educational establishment was housed 
from 1715 to 1799, at the Scalan, a property now maintained as a small museum, situated 2 
kilometres above Chapeltown of Glenlivet in Banffshire, and families from “the Braes” have, 
so to speak, followed the College to Deeside even into the present century.  The estate 
revenues were originally sufficient to support the students; several tenants supplied their 
needs:  Davidson at Salmon Croft was the shoemaker, another Davidson at Burnside the 
tailor, and the smithy opposite the lodge was repairing implements until  1967; indeed the 
present garage is the direct descendant, so to speak, of that business, and its owner is the 
son of that tenant.  Part of the Smithy Croft has been absorbed into the home far, but the croft 
house and the shop attached are leased to the local postmaster or postmistress, and at 
present this business functions as a flourishing “village shop”.  

Extract taken from Notes prepared by James Irvine-Fortescue of Kingcaussie (May 1982).

By the time you read this, we may be closer to having a new  school in the area. Or 
maybe not. As Chair of Netherley School Board I have been immersed in this for 
some time, and the following is solely my view  of events. Way back at the start of the 
year, Aberdeenshire Council announced that they had applied to the Scottish 

 - 3 -



Executive under the PPP funding initiative for money to merge Banchory Devenick, 
Maryculter and Netherley primary schools and build a new  140-pupil school plus 
nursery on an, as then, undecided site. This did not go down well with any of  the 3 
communities, mainly over fears regarding the loss of community focus provided by 
the 3 existing schools, and the size of the resulting new school.

Early on however, it was identified that a merger of just Maryculter and Netherley 
made more sense geographically, and would provide an improved school for 80 
pupils which, given a sensible location, could serve as a new  focus for both existing 
communities. Such a 2-school merger became even more logical when the proposed 
site was disclosed as being just North of  the Lairhillock Inn  almost exactly half  way 
between the 2 existing schools and on the border of  the two catchment areas. The 
legally required formal consultation, however, still had to go ahead on the basis of  the 
original 3-school merger proposal

In order to keep the ball rolling, Netherley School Board recommended people in our 
catchment area vote yes to the 3-school merger, even though they preferred a 2-
school merger. Predictably, given the proposed location, the Banchory Devenick 
community was against the proposal. The Maryculter community meanwhile was split 
right down the middle, with almost equal numbers of parents opposing it as non-
parents supporting it, both in a ratio of about 2:1. Remember that this was a vote on 
the Councils original 3-school merger proposal.
We now  know  that informal enquiries to the Scottish Executive suggest that a 2-
school merger probably would be viable in terms of the criteria set by the Scottish 
Executive for the PPP funding. The question now  is, does the community want a new 
80-pupil school formed from the merger of just Maryculter and Netherley? At first 
sight it would be hard to find the downside. The new  school would have better 
facilities - including an integrated nursery, a games hall, a computer room, and a 
sports field - and many of  these facilities would be open to the community out of 
school hours.

However, every opportunity has a threat lurking behind it, and the principal objections 
have come from those who fear that a new  school will encourage further house 
building in the area. Specifically, some are anxious about the extent of  any 
development at Blairs. The counter argument is that any house building will go ahead 
or not, irrespective of the decision over the school, and either way, the community 
would be better served with a new  school building. Furthermore, the proposed 
location of the new  school suggests that it would always remain a rural school 
serving the rural population.

The very fact that accepting the offer of a new  school is not a foregone conclusion is 
a fantastic reflection of  the quality of our existing schools, but we may now  have the 
opportunity of developing that same ethos in a new  and better building. 
Aberdeenshire Council meet to make a decision on the PPP proposals on November 
21st. By the time you read this, you might already know what happened.

Stephen Davies
Tel: + 44 1224 555786            Fax: + 44 1224 555719

BANCHORY DEVENICK PRIMARY
    Head Teacher:  Mrs. Fiona Mitchell – Tel.  01224 875237

We have had a very good start to the term and it is encouraging to see how motivated the  
children are after their long Summer Holiday.  Our roll  this year is 58 pupils with Teacher Mrs 
Wilson for Primary 1 & 2 and Mrs Mitchell and Mrs Bennett for Pr 3 , 4, and 5 and Mrs Kirk 
and Mrs McCabe for Pr 5 6 and 7.  We were all saddened to hear of accidents that took place 
on the cliffs and out in the open sea this summer so we decided to ask a local
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Coastguard to speak to the children about the dangers of playing and climbing on cliffs and 
taking boats out in the water.  The children listened intently and asked some interesting 
questions.  The first assembly of the year was an opportunity for all  pupils to look at the 
school  rules.  Several  new rules were suggested by the children and added to the list.  To 
assist in keeping these rules pupils from Primary 7 have been selected as Prefects.

MARYCULTER PRIMARY
Head Teacher:  Kate Hopkins - Tel.  01224 732162

We are delighted that our five new P1's have settled happily into school  routine.  We also 
welcomed another family with a son into P2.  Our role is one again 52 pupils in school and 14 
children in our Nursery.
P7's enjoyed success at a recent Police Aware day when they emerged victorious and 
brought home £100.  They have decided to put it towards a bench for their social  area and 
negotiated with the PTA for £100 to make up the difference.
The whole school went to Techfest where they enjoyed a range of worthwhile science 
experiences.
We are currently involved in developing an energy awareness campaign to involve, pupils, 
staff, parents and the community.  This will raise awareness of where energy is used and 
misused and might enable children to make effective use of energy and reduce some bills.
Two talented parents painted games on our playground which has been considerably 
brightened up.  We are now on the look-out for an arty person to help us design and decorate 
our P7 social area.  Please contact us if you are interested in helping with this community 
project.
We are especially excited about welcoming our friends Alison and Roger back from their 
amazing cycle across Canada.  We have been plotting their journey and keeping up with 
stories by e-mail.  Now we are looking forward to a visit.  

NETHERLEY  SCHOOL    
Ailsa MacKintosh, Head Teacher Tel:01569 730049

Netherley has another busy fun-filled term ahead.  Welcome to Mrs Linda Lickrish to the 
school  as new Administrator.  Mrs Rudge was a hard act to follow but I am sure Mrs Lickrish 
will  soon make her own mark on Netherley and with Mrs Gill in every morning, the 
administration team is now complete.
Fundraising:  Jeans for Genes Day raised £38.65 to contribute to research into inherited 
medical conditions.
Body Shop - Something new this year!  Aileen McVey who runs "The Body Shop at Home" 
asked if the school would distribute her Christmas Catalogue in return for 10% of our sales.   
Public Private Funding Project:  While the summarised results of the public  consultation have 
been reviewed by the School  Board and School Association, any decision on the future of an 
amalgamated school in our area will be taken by Councillors on Thursday 21st November.  
Whether or not our school  happens, I am representing the Head Teachers of all the small 
schools involved on a committee to assist in the planning and furnishing of all  the new PPP 
Schools which get the go ahead.  This has been a fascinating and informative exercise, 
something of a window onto how Aberdeenshire sees the future of Education.  I am very 
pleased to say that the Architects and Planners involved in drawing up the tender have 
listened to and acted on information, advice and opinions of the Head Teachers.

P-7 as part of this term's Vikings topic, received a visit from Stephen Wright, a geologist, 
storyteller and musician who gave them a flavour of Viking Culture. 

Liz Robertson from Shell Workshop ran a fascinating day for P4-7 called the Oil  Game.  
Pupils had to find oil  deposits, build a pipeline, devise an oil  refinery, construct a railway line 
with containers and take it to a distribution centre complete with crane to offload containers.  
A very informative fun day.
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STONEHAVEN OPEN AIR POOL has had a surprisingly successful season
considering the awful summer, with over 2600 visitors.  The AWD's (All Weather Dippers) turn 
up every morning (work and health permitting).  It's certainly the friendliest pool  with many 
people doing a lot more chatting whilst treading water than actually swimming!  The water is 
so warm that one can do this without ever 
feeling cold.  Midnight swims take place every 
Wednesday and sometimes prove to be so 
popular the doors close early.  There is a 
proposal underway to try and put a retractable 
roof over the pool and this idea is going to be 
put to the people of Stonehaven in a referendum 
(just as they consulted over 65 years ago over 
whether to go ahead with the initial project which 
after all  was a very ambitious scheme indeed for 
such a small town so far north.  It is after all the 
ONLY heated, salt water, open air, art deco 
Olympic sized pool left in Britain, so use it and 
treasure it!
The pool  also has a wonderful Splash Cafe run by Madge who makes the best home-made 
soup (a different one daily).  It is impossible to eat without going for a swim.

STORYBOOK GLEN's gift and garden centre is now up and running and already has 
a large selection of Christmas candles, plants, pots, napkins, tablecloths etc on display to 

tempt you and persuade you to plan early for that special time of year. 
Access to the shop and restaurant is free to those not wishing to go 
down the Glen, so why not resolve to ease up a bit in 2003, make time 
for your friends and get into the habit of meeting there for coffee or a 
light lunch - remember there's lots of parking space (free) and it's nice 
and restful compared to the pushing and shoving in town!

MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING - A HUGE Thank You 
to those who attended the 7th MacMillan Coffee 
Morning and with 72 people and 5 stalls we 

raised a wonderful total of £435 in 1.5 hours to donate to MacMillan 
Cancer Relief.  Many of you have attended every one that have been 
organised and it's most gratifying to see the same loyal faces 
(especially helpers) turn up year after year with new faces joining us 
on a regular basis.  Remember the date for next  year's diary - the 
event is always held on the last Friday of September or the 1st Friday 
in October.

Next Year I'd love to have a bigger and better Bring & Buy Stall to 
really rush Doreen Petrie off her feet (only kidding, Doreen) and 
wonder if any of you wonderful  cooks and bakers out there would be 
prepared to do some baking for the stall in return for the cost of the 
ingredients.  (I go to the WRI so I KNOW from the teas served up each 
month that there are indeed VERY good bakers in the area!).

Sheila Stuart – Tel. 01224 734222
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DRUM CASTLE our nearest NTS PROPERTY has had a successful  season with a 
variety of special events taking place to make being a member of the NTS an even more 
attractive proposition because, of course, members get into all  these special events for free.  
We have had a country skills weekend with fascinating gun dog and falconry displays, a 
Jaguar car enthusiasts day, Morris men and clog dancers, a scarecrow making competition, 
an Easter Egg hunt, a Living History camp with Colonel  Fraser's Dragoons, a Teddy Bears 
picnic, special  floral  arrangement weekend and some fabulous plant and bulb sales.  In July 
we had a truly memorable open air performance of "As you Like It" on the south lawn of the 
castle with everyone bringing along picnic baskets and folding seats.  
Events still to take place at Drum Castle include:
14th & 15th December - Holly Festival - stalls selling all sorts of wonderful  ideas for Christmas 
presents in the courtyard, holly wreath making demos, coffee and hot mince pies in the 
kitchen/tea room area and this year for the first time ever there will be mini conducted tours of 
the first floor of the Castle which will be decorated as it would have been in Victorian times. 

Want a novel Christmas present idea to give to the person who already "has everything" - 
why not give them a year's subscription to the National Trust.  There are seven properties in 
our area alone.  Memberships can be post-dated.  Last day of Season at Drum is 27th 
October.

MARYCULTER BEAVERS meet weekly at the 
Scout and Guide Hall, Maryculter from 5.30 to 7.00p.m. on 
Tuesdays. Boys may join the Beavers from age 6 to 8 years 
old. Like the Scouts, the Beavers are also undergoing changes 
to their badge structure which should mean more badges for 
them to earn. As usual, it is hoped to take the Colony to a local 
panto at Christmas which always proves very popular.
Enquiries regarding joining Beavers to Kathleen Paterson, 
01224 868676 or Vivienne Merchant, 01224 869523.

Like all  other troops in the country, MARYCULTER 
SCOUTS are in a year  of transition to a new training 

scheme. Although Scouts will  be  doing much the same as they have always done - camping, 
hikes,  crafts games etc- there is a completely new award structure. Also, at age 14, Scouts 
will  now move on to a new Explorer Section  which will provide more challenging, 
adventurous activities than  would be available in a Scout troup 
There will be a Deeside Explorer unit which is expected to attract  members from Maryculter, 
Culter, Milltimber Cults and Drumoak.  Our older Scouts have been participating in the 
setting-up of this  new unit.  The Explorer section is OPEN TO GIRLS TOO! and if any in the 
14  to 17 age-group would like more info please contact me. It is not  necessary to have been 
in the Scouts to join an Explorer unit.  
  
Finally, all  sections within the Group are in need of additional  leaders. Beavers, Cubs and 
Scouts. Even periodic assistance with  badge work would be appreciated. If you have an 
interest or hobby  that could be shared with our boys then we would be delighted to  hear 
from you. 

Les Paterson Tel. 01224 868676
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1ST MARYCULTER RAINBOWS

We meet on Thursday at 5.15pm-6.15pm in the Guide Hut at 
Kirkton of Maryculter.  Girls aged 5-7 are invited to come along 
to play games, make crafts, sing songs, etc.  Lori Martin is taking 
a well deserved break and is looking for two new leaders and 
perhaps one young leader.  Maybe someone is about to embark 
on the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme?  Assisting at 
Rainbows counts towards it.    For further details please call 
Lorraine Martin 
01224 734012

1st MARYCULTER GUIDES

Guides meet in the Scout and Guide hut at the Kirkton of Maryculter on Tuesday nights 7.30 - 
9.00pm.  We have a varied programme and lots of fun. In winter we have fun learning first aid 
(great fun making blood & skin tissue for simulated accidents) arts & craft music & drama and 
loads more in summer we have lots of cook outs tracking hikes camping etc.  We are holding 
a Christmas Carol Service at Maryculter/cookney Church on Tuesday 10th December 
@7.30pm.  This will be Anne Massie's last night as a Guide  Guider as she has to retire. Anne 
started  up 1st Maryculter Guides 25 years ago and has been the Unit Guider since then. She 
set up the unit for the girls of Maryculter and the surrounding areas to give the girls the same
opportunity as the boys had in the Scouts at Maryculter. Anne over the many years has taken 
the girls on many memorable camps and assisted with eight trips to Switzerland  thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. I would not like to count how many cook outs, promise ceremonies, hikes, 
tracking, craft evenings tips out to bowling, ice skating, burns suppers etc. Anne has 
organised. We will  miss Anne's many talents greatly and her steadying influence, although 
she has agreed to come back to help us with our Burns Supper on Tuesday 21st January 
2003 in the guide hut. We look forward to seeing as many old guides and their families at our 
carol singing service to give Anne a last night to remember and to wish her well  in her 
retirement.
If you are interested in joining guides please contact Dianne on 01224 734687 or Audrey 
01224 732198.
Tickets for the Carol Singing Service (£2.00 or donation for local charity) and our Burns 
Supper (£5.00 for guide funds) from Dianne Brown 01224 734687

POLICE OFFICES

The 'phone numbers for the Police Office's within the South Aberdeenshire Command Area 
are:

Aboyne   013398 86313
Inverbervie  01561 361222
Alford   019755 62222
Inverurie  01467 620222
Banchory  01330 822252
Kemnay   01467 642222
Ballater   013397 55222
Laurencekirk  01561 377222
Braemar  013397 41222
Oldmeldrum  01651 872260
Ellon   1358 720222
Portlethen  01224 781999
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Huntly   01466 792246
Stonehaven  01569 762963
Insch   01464 820222
Westhill   01224 742422

If, for whatever reason, you would prefer not to speak to your local Police Office you can call 
crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.  Your call will be free, you will not have to give 
your name and you may receive a reward.  More details about Crimestoppers can be found 
on their web-site, www.crimestoppers-uk.org

CONTACT DETAILS

Please feel free to 'phone us, the South Aberdeenshire Crime Prevention Unit, on 01224 
387335, or e-mail us at crimeprev@grampian.police.uk

SOUTH ABERDEENSHlRE COMMAND AREA POLICING PLAN 2002-2003 SECOND 
QUARTER

UPDATE  (July, August, September)
KINCARDINE

The year has continued with lower crime levels than last year across a range of crime types. 
We have continued to target street disorder and underage drinking. We have issued many 
more letters to parents this quarter advising them of the anti-social  behaviour of their children 
and ran an operation one weekend in the Mearns area to address complaints about youth 
disorder in that area. Reports of street disorder such as Assaults and Breach of the Peace are 
again down on last year and we continue to maintain a presence on the streets of Kincardine 
to address these issues. An extra strain has been put on the area, not only with the usual 
holiday abstractions but with the High Court being based in Stonehaven for the last two 
months and the additional responsibilities this brings for local officers. A number of officers still 
found the time to support the 999 Cyclathon event which took place at Portlethen at the start 
of the quarter and raised over £1,000 for Maritime Rescue. 

Inspector Ian Swan. Stonehaven
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION DIVISION
This quarter has seen the Command Area, produce excellent 
returns in meeting National  Targets for priority crimes. Most 
significantly, the total of domestic housebreakings committed 
since the beginning of the measured period has been restricted 
to 95 crimes and this compares to a reduction from 136 such 
crimes in the same period last year. Other priority crimes are 
showing similar significant reductions and all  figures are at this 
time attainable and well within national targets. In addition to the 
work being done by uniformed response and CID officers in 

maintaining this level, a lot of credit must be attributed to the crime reduction policies being 
adopted in the Command Area. This quarter has seen excellent work done with businesses, 
both in the form of seminars and also by supporting the use of innovative schemes such as 
Fingerprint pads at point of sale to discourage credit card fraud. This  pro-active approach 
has also included taking 19 youths who hadeither offended or were at risk of offending and 
giving them experience of Army life in the company of staff from the 51st Highland Regiment, 
under a joint initiative 'Operation Youth Advantage'. The success of this endeavour is 
measurable in the reduction of crime committed by these youths since attending and a desire 
shown by some to pursue a career with the Army, since attending the course. 

Detective Inspector Ian J Birnie LL.B (Hons), Inverurie

TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT
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The Summer months are usually very busy for the Traffic  Department, and 2002 was no 
exception. It is unfortunate that over the three-month period I have to report a rise in the 
number of fatal casualties in the Command Area, when compared with the same period last 
year. The figure rose from 4 to 7 in that category, while the serious injury casualty figure rose 
marginally from 22 to 23. Slight injuries fell from 124 to101. During the Summer months, the 
Traffic Department increased its profile on Deeside by basing Motorcycle Patrol  Officers at 
Banchory .This action was as a direct result of various motorcycle fatalities on Deeside the 
previous summer, and with the aim to forge closer links with the large number of motorcyclists 
who are attracted to Deeside's roads. I hope that this measure has had some impact on road 
user behaviour, and in any case, it is pleasing that Deeside had a relatively quiet summer in a 
Roads Policing context. In August, Grampian Police held a Young Driver Training Day at the 
Lawrence of Kemnay premises at Inverurie. Thirteen local  drivers participated in lectures, a 
driving assessment and practical  exercises and the event was considered a success by all 
involved. I am most grateful to the Garioch and North Marr Community Safety Group who 
assisted by providing funds, which allowed the event to
take place.  

Inspector Ian Wallace, Traffic Department,  Inverurie

BANCHORY DEVENICK AND MARYCULTER-COOKNEY 
PARISH CHURCH

The life and community spirit of our Banchory Devenick and Maryculter-Cookney Parish 
Church continues unabated! On 25th October a very successful 'Scots Night' was held at the 
Ardoe Hall (described, tongue-in-cheek, as a 'kirk soiree' by the brilliant MC, Sandy Petrie of 
Tarn, Burnhead of Blairs. Among our local and district stars were Claire Telford of Nether 
Burnhaugh, ably accompanied by Mrs Margaret Smith, with Geordie Murison of The Mill of 
Craigiecatt, also John Valentine and Ron Gordon (nephew of the late, great Harry Gordon). 
Neil John Robertson played the pipes, and 'The Fiddlers Three', Tracey Stewart and Rhoda 
and Graeme Paterson, entertained us all  royally, with also Sandy McAllan, of Woodside of 
Ardoe, on the accordion. Even the Minister sang a couple of ballads! A memorable duet by 
Sandy and Doreen Petrie was especially touching owing to Doreen's bravery in performing 
despite having suffered facial  burns (by then healing well) in an explosion at home.  This 
concert's aim was to revive our local roots and community and it was successful in that aim, 
but thanks to a kirk team of organisers and helpers, £750 was also raised for funds. It is 
hoped that Claire Telford will  also perform solo in a concert in Banchory-Devenick in June of 
next year. This event will be an important launch for Claire's solo classical career, and it is 
expected that this will  arouse considerable interest. The local, popular singing group, 'The 
Acclamations', who are an ecumenical choir, will be with us on February 2nd, for another 
fund-raising effort, building community and north-east relationships in the things we do best, 
using our skills to so some real good. Continuing this theme of loving other Christians, not 
because we agree on everything but because we agree on Jesus, the One Thing Needful, I'm 
planning a joint service with our brothers and sisters from Blairs, and St Ternan's Episcopal, 
which will probably be held, at our invitation, within Banchory-Devenick church.

Six new members have been added by profession of faith in the last six months and this is 
very encouraging, along with numerous additions by transference certificate. Community links 
through school chaplaincy and visitation continue, with the usual sense of privilege the 
Church feels at being involved in the joys and sorrows of the congregation through the rites of 
marriage, baptism and communion, as well  as funerals and local  worship services. The 
Manse family, too, rejoiced in the wedding of Eilidh to Iain, a teacher in Aberdeen, in July, and 
had the good news at the same time that their daughter, Catriona, had become engaged to 
Kevin, an  aircraftsman from Bedfordshire. Catriona and Kevin are members of the same 
church, and are to be married in July 2004 in John Bunyan's old church, in Bedford itself.

The Kirk Session has had its own joys and sorrows, the latter being the loss of Charles 
MacBain and Helen Edmondson, both dearly loved and as dearly missed. In response to this, 
before we could even ask or know, the Lord provided Joan Johnston and Kathleen Downie as 
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new elders and others are in the pipeline. Substantial  legacies following the deaths of Mrs 
Munro and Mr and Mrs Cheyne have resulted in notable encouragements, and as a result of 
these, and other funds (most of which can only be used for building) we are going to create: a 
new hall  extension at Maryculter, with new facilities for worship and our Sunday School; and a 
new car park at Banchory-Devenick, in partnership with the local  Council. In recognising our 
debt of gratitude to the past and those who have served well, the Banchory-Devenick service 
of the late Davy Cruickshank was marked with a memorial bench. Messrs Bill Snowie of 
Snuffmill  Cottage, and Roy Paterson of Polston Road are to be honoured with the title of 
Elder Emeritus, reflecting the respect and affection in which both are held.

The Christmas Services and parties are coming fast! The Guides Service is in Maryculter on 
December 10th at 7.30pm, and the Sunday School party is on 14th December, with the joint 
Schools' Christmas Service at Maryculter on Tuesday, December 17th, at 9.30am, to which all 
parents, family, friends and interested folk are warmly invited. In the Christmas period, the 
Sunday School children will  be making their special contributions in the service on Sunday, 
December 22nd. Christmas Eve Watchnight Service this year is at Banchory-Devenick, at 
11.30pm, and there will  be another special service for children, the 'Christmas Toys Service' 
at 10.00am on Christmas Day itself. This takes the form of carol  service, to which children are 
invited to take ONE of their Christmas presents (no - NOT to give away, but to show to others, 
sharing the joys and delights of the day. This is a very happy service, with lots of unplanned 
fun provided by sincere, impromptu remarks by the children themselves, which reflect the 
spirit of Christmas, and again all of you are warmly invited to be part of it all. 
One real note of joy - the Banchory Devenick end of the parish has started up a cell of the 
Sunday School during the morning service at 10am! It is led by Jane Ah-See and Christine 
Gardner. Telephone 01224 735776 for details on how to enrol  your child(ren). In Maryculter 
also the Sunday School continues (for details, phone Helen Anderson at 01224 780352) and 
the two parts will be joined in the one (congregational) group for parties and other events.

We are grateful to God for signs of His favour, not the least of which is the great news that the 
Kirk in Edinburgh has advised Presbytery that we were made 'reviewable tenure' in error and 
that, consequently, this congregation's Minister was inducted at full status! This means that 
there is no 'condemned' notice hanging over us. How we respond now is up to us, and I 
encourage any lapsed or discouraged members to return. Nothing but a welcome will  follow, 
and if there are (as may be) any hurts of the past, let us work together in a new day of mutual 
acceptance. If anyone wants to know how to be part of this exciting new growth, contact me 
any time: I exist only to serve you in the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, for His Glory alone.

Bruce (01224 735776).

ST TERNAN'S SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH
 
St Ternan's is the northernmost Scottish Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Brechin and has 
a congregation of approx. 150 individuals. We are a member of the Anglican Community and 
are twinned with the congregation of "All Saints" in our companion diocese of Iowa in the 
USA.
 
The congregation is busily involved in a number of ecumenical activities, Bible studies, 
Sunday School  Craft Group (for fellowship and fundraising) with all  groups meeting regularly. 
Annual ecumenical activities include Lent Groups, World Day of Prayer and Christian Aid. 
There are also social events throughout the year and a walking group which meets monthly 
after Sunday Service.
 
All are welcome to join in our services and activities.
 
Sunday service at St Ternan's is Family Eucharist at 10.30 am with Sunday School and a 
creche for the little ones.
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Every Sunday at 9.00 am service of Holy Communion is celebrated in Bourtree Hall 
Portlethen.
Lunch Club meets in Bourtree Hall Portlethen with guest speakers on the 1st Monday in each 
month at 12 to 2 pm in conjunction with the YMCA.
The Rev Rita Acarnley has accepted the post of Priest in Charge at St Ternan's. She will also 
be the Rector of St James Stonehaven and St Philips Catterline.Rita will be taking up these 
posts towards the end of the year. She will be residing at the rectory of St Ternan's.
 
At St Ternan's we have lately completed conserving our old register of baptisms, marriages, 
and burials from 1731 to 1881. One of our reasons for having the register conserved was to 
form part of a diocesan celebration to rediscover and celebrate our heritage of being Scottish 
Episcopalians to be shared with the local community. The register has been copied onto CD-
ROM, which is now available for purchase. The entries in the register cover many local 
addresses covering the area North of Stonehaven including Maryculter, Cookney, Banchory 
Devenick, Portlethen,  Netherley, Scaterow, and Muchalls. Contact George Masson for further 
information.
 
For further information about St Ternan's contact the Rev Jane Nelson on 01569  730967
or George Masson on 01224 733583

MILK DELIVERY

Milk can be delivered by Robert Wiseman Diries, Caigshaw Drive, West Tullos, Aberdeen tel. 
896969.  They will also deliver fresh orange juice, the Press and Journal and The Leader.

MARYCULTER COMMUNITY HALL

At the recent A.G.M. four new user representatives were elected to the management 
committee: Kirsty Nichol  representing play-group, Jim Sutherland, Kim Ah-See and Kenny 
Keir representing the local schools.
It was reported the Hall  had a successful year being used ever more frequently for a variety of 
events.   It was proving very popular as a venue for children's birthday parties.
The field was also being used to its capacity. Users were urged to try and protect the playing 
surface by rotating the areas of the pitch used for children's football and to keep spectators 
behind the touch-line.  The year was blighted by the theft of the mower. This has prompted 
the committee to have the hall alarmed. Enquiries to book the hall should be made to Carol 
Masson tel. 01224 733583

MEALS ON WHEELS

We are a small  group of five ladies who deliver meals on wheels in Maryculter and Banchory 
Devenick.  Recently four of our group retired after many years of service so we are looking to 
increase our numbers.  If you could spare about one and a half hours to do this worthwhile 
task on Tuesday and Thursday lunchtimes - at the moment it is once every five weeks we 
would be delighted to hear from you.
Please contact Carol Masson on 01224 733583 for more information.
      
MARYCULTER  W.R.I.
 
The W.R.I. meets on the second Wednesday of the month in Maryculter Community Hall  at 
7.30 p.m. The committee aim to provide a varied programme and this year is no exception.
 
November  Quiz night.                   
March  Birthday Party
December  Members Christmas Night
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April    Talk on living with polio
January   Slide Show                  
May      Business Meeting
February  Demonstration on  stained glass                                 
 June      Outing to be arranged
 
New members are always welcome so come and  join us, meet old friends and make new 
one's in the community, enjoy the talks, demonstrations and outings.
 
For more information contact Elaine Donald (01569 730597) or Sheila Bisset (01569 731708)

MARYCULTER DRIVING FOR THE DISABLED
We had a full  season this year from the end of April to the end of September although we did 
not see much sunshine. We had to cancel some meetings because of the inclement weather.

Corbie was back in harness this year though her offspring was not very happy at being left 
behind! At the end of the season we had 10 disabled who all  enjoyed their Wednesday 
afternoon drives. If there are any disabled members of the community with either physical  or 
with learning difficulties who would like to try horse/pony driving next season please contact 
myself or our secretary. 

We finished the season with a barbecue on the 18th September.   On our disabled drivers 
behalf, grateful thanks to all our horse/pony drivers, helpers and tea ladies many of whom live 
locally, whose valuable contribution made the season a happy one. 
Our thanks to Jane MacInnes for allowing the Group to operate from Home Farm on a 
Wednesday afternoon. 

George Masson Chairman 01224 733583 
Jenny Southall Secretary 01467 629922

BUSES

Bus Services in the Area - timetable can be obtained from phoning Bluebird on 212266 - 
Route 204 which runs Tuesday and a Friday in the Maryculter area.

DIAL A TRIP

This is a Bus Service run for Aberdeenshire Council 
Concession Card Holders and Taxi Card Holders - phone 2 
days in advance for this door to door service.  All buses are 
fitted with tail lifts.  Anyone wanting a time-table phone 01569 
765765 and ask for Helen.

MARYCULTER HOUSE HOTEL
 
Situated on the banks of the famous River Dee, this collection of buildings is steeped in 
Scottish history. Dating back to the 12th Century, cleared documented through King John, 
Bonnie prince Charlie and even the Titanic  Disaster. This was at one 
time the homeland of the knights Templar, who gave pilgrims protected 
passage on their way to the holy land. The house became a hotel shortly 
after World War II and has been undergoing a programme of 
refurbishment for the past couple of years. An abundance of natural 
stone and exposed fireplaces, with tall-beamed ceilings that convey a 
theatrical style, the Hotel has been carefully enhanced by stylish 
decoration to create a winning combination of modern luxury with period 
detail. A perfect setting for weddings and functions.
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When looking for somewhere to enjoy great food and drink, look no further than the newly 
refurbished Poachers Pocket, which is situated within the Maryculter House Hotel. This warm 
& intimate brassiere overlooks the River Dee and has a calming effect on you. Have a bite to 
eat and a drink, then sit back and listen to the sound of content people talking away without a 
care in the world. Only one word can do this intimate lounge justice, “Equilibrium”.

Maryculter House Hotel
South Deeside Road

Maryculter
ABERDEEN
AB12 5GB

Tel No 01224 732124  Fax No 01224 733510
E –mail info@maryculterhousehotel.com <mailto:info@maryculterhousehotel.com>

www.maryculterhousehotel.com http://www.maryculterhousehotel.com/

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

January Sales from Thursday 2nd to Friday 31st January 2003
2 night luxury break only £149.00 per couple

Burns Night Saturday 25th January 2003
Gourmet Night - Friday 31st January 2003 - Seafood Theme

Murder Mystery Evening - Friday 21st February 2003
Pancake Week - from Tuesday 4th March

Mothers Day - Sunday 30th March 2003 Traditional Carvery Sunday Lunch
Adults £18.95 Children £7.95

Joke Wedding Charity Evening - Saturday 5th April 2003
  
PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 
Deeside has an historic and well-deserved reputation as being one of the most beautiful 
areas in Scotland, and indeed Britain. This clearly has advantages for those of us who live 
and work here – not only are our surroundings attractive, but they also encourage visitors 
from across the country and indeed the world.

There is a downside to this of course. These very features that we appreciate so much make 
the area very desirable and house prices increase as a result. It is at this point that 
developers see the potential in turning the green spaces and open countryside that make the 
location so beautiful in the first place into houses.

As a result there seems to be an almost constant struggle between local people and 
developers to prevent unsuitable developments going ahead. I am sure many of you will have 
had experience of this type of situation, and will have discovered just how frustrating the 
planning process can be.

Fortunately, the Scottish Executive has recognised the 
fact that there are flaws in the current set up and last 
year issued a consultation paper titled Getting Involved 
in Planning. This asked for people’s views on a range of 
different aspects of the planning process that the 
Executive may review.

The date for submitting comments has now passed, but I 
d i d m a k e a p e r s o n a l 
submission based on some 
of the elements of planning that cause the most dissatisfaction 
from my constituents. In my experience the main bone of 
contention tends to be the lack of a third party right of appeal.

Public involvement is, of course, an important and longstanding 
feature of the Scottish planning system.  However, I know that 
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many local people who have objected to an application that affects them directly have been 
disappointed to find that they cannot appeal  to the Scottish Executive in the same way that a 
developer can. 

In my opinion this inconsistency is unfair and should be changed. As it stands, people have to 
make their views known to the local  councillors who will take the final  decision, and hope that 
they agree. I believe that this is how it should be – local  decisions should be made by local 
representatives, and in 99% of cases this system works perfectly well.

However, as the recent controversy over the Kingswells Stadium demonstrated, there is 
always the opportunity for unscrupulous individuals to attempt to manipulate the planning 
process. A third party right of appeal  to an independent reporter appointed by the Scottish 
Executive would ensure that people have a fair hearing.

I certainly hope that the Executive will  take my comments on board. The future of our 
beautiful Deeside communities may depend on it.

Mike Rumbles MSP

NORTH BURNSIDE BOARDING KENNELS AND CATTERY
“Where part of your family becomes part of ours”

Tel. 01224-733474

NETHERLEY FOOTBALL

It is good to see plenty of eager new faces at Netherley's own "Academy of Excellence" and it 
bodes well  for the future.  With fewer trips to Mineralwell  Park of a Saturday morning as 
several of the competitions have been discontinued, the 50's Cup is still running and on 5 
October, Netherley were unlucky to finish unbeaten runners-up to Kinneff.  The Mid Deeside 
Small  Schools League should turn out to be quite tight this year.  Normally the games before 
Christmas sort the teams out into an A & B League with equal  numbers of teams in each.  
Judging by the games so far Drumoak, Banchory-Devenick and Maryculter seem to be 
certainties for the A-league, whereas Netherley, Crathes, Finzean Durris and possibly 
Strachan look to be pretty evenly matched.  Netherley have yet to play Crathes and Finzean 
but the smart money is on a 3-5 split with all the teams in the B League capable of taking 
points off each other.  We can look forward to every fixture being a game of two halves with 
all to play for and plenty of sick parrots going over the moon before the fat lady sings.

Dates for Diary:

Friday 6 December    P1-3 to The Happy Gang at the Music Hall
Tuesday 17th December  Inter school Church Service at Maryculter Church
Thursday 19 December   P4-7 to Aladdin at HM Theatre
Friday 20th December   END OF TERM!
MARYCULTER FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The Maryculter Friendship Club meets on the first Thursday of each month from May through 
September going on a bus tour to places of interested.  Some of the suggested outings for 
next year are visits to: The Falkirk Wheel, Buckie Drifter, Aden Park House and Bruar Clatt 
Tearoom.   We hold a whist in April  and October to raise funds.  Our October Whist raised 
£305. The April  Whist is scheduled for Friday 11th April 2003 - please keep this date in mind.  
Interested?  Phone Anne on 01224 732071 or Peggy on 01224 734888.

Paragon Systems for free design and quotation:
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Floor heating
Central Vacuum

Heat Recovery with Ventilation
Supply Only or Full Installation

All Compliment a Cleaner In-house Environment
whilst being cost-effective & energy-efficient

Tel 01224 735536 
for Paragon Systems

Corbie Cottage, Maryculter, Aberdeen 
AB12 5FT

www.paragon-systems.co.uk

Chairman  -  Rob Winmill     Tel: 01569 730308
Secretary  -  Robert Keeler         Tel:01569 764436      e-mail: Howieshill@AOL.com
Treasurer  - Raymond Cowan   Tel. 01224 869668     e-mail:R.Cowan@Afos.co.uk

NKRCC - PLANNING NOTES 
 
Blairs For 3 years now NKRCC has been saying ' Watch this Space '. Well  - nothing changes 
and we still  cannot give any definite news. The 3-year- old application for a hotel / 202 
houses / 79 flats / holiday accommodation etc. is still  waiting to come before the Area 
Committee (although the rumour is " soon"). We oppose the proposal because it is such a 
major development in the Green Belt and the Green Wedge is also objecting. We cannot 
believe that a huge development, such as is proposed, is necessary for the ongoing 
maintenance of what is, for the most part, a not-particularly-distinguished building. 
A further complication thrown into the equation is that the Council  now proposes in the new 
local plan (ALP) that there should be some houses at Blairs suggests the number of 70 -ish. 
How would 70 houses ( or 281 ) affect the proposed new school ? Is there a Green Belt or 
isn't there ? Where is the sense in preventing a landowner from converting a couple of 
steadings in the Green Belt but embracing a policy which appears to give the nod to 70 - or 
281 ? Should anyone still wish to object to the 281 scheme there is still time to write to 
Aberdeenshire Council at Viewmount quoting Planning Reference S 990557 PP.

Cookney One application for 8 houses situated around the former church was submitted 
some months ago but has yet to be determined. The site is within a settlement line - or 
envelope - where housing development would generally be allowed and we are expecting it 
will be approved.

Haugh of Ardoe Plans are now before the Planning Department for the development of a Golf 
D r i v i n g R a n g e , G o l f 
Academy and Short practice 
area covering the whole of 
t h e H a u g h . N K R C C , 
amongst others, has written 
to the council  on a number 
of grounds, including the 
requirement to maintain and 
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protect the long-established right-of-way along the river bank. Local  objections include 
concern about the prospect of many more cars joining and leaving the South Deeside Rd and 
a large number of residents on the opposite bank of the river are strongly opposing this 
development, on account of the prospect of floodlighting being used on the Driving Range 
daily until 9 p.m.

Appeals Last time we reported that 3 planning application refusals had gone to appeal - 10 
houses at Westside Croft, new house at Burnside Mink Farm and 3 houses at Stobhall. All 
these appeals were rejected by the various Reporters.

Meikle Carewe Wind Turbines 
Before the last “View” was published Aberdeenshire Council had already rejected the 
application for the wind turbine proposal. At the time the developer (RES) said he would 
consider appealing but the timescale under which any appeal  would have to be made ran out 
in the summer. 
Aberdeenshire Council  had concluded that the “development would constitute an 
unreasonable visual intrusion into the landscape and would cause unreasonable detriment to 
residential amenity in the area” and furthermore despite various ”claims” made by the 
developer they said that the developer had “failed to produce evidence that a solution could 
be found to the potential risk to safety of air traffic and had failed to demonstrate that a 
satisfactory solution could be put in place which would address concerns over potential 
diminution of quality of television reception.”  Other wind farms are now being proposed 
elsewhere in South Aberdeenshire and, whatever else may have been learnt from the past 
three years, the new proposals are much further away from housing. What is of concern is 
that the proposal for the new local plan (ALP) makes it easier to build such developments and 
takes less account of the impact on the local community. We think that any reduction of 
protection for those who would have to live under the shadow of such developments would be 
a mistake and more guidance to steer development to suitable sites is required. After all 
planning should encourage good development but also provide protection against the 
unsuitable.

Steading Conversions The very strict line which the new structure plan (NEST) appears to 
take on steading conversions also appears in the proposed new local plan (ALP). NKRCC 
has raised several objections to this. Our view is that whilst it may be ideal for a business use 
to be attached to a double or triple conversion and although it may be better to have all 4 
walls and a roof standing before conversion, it should not be compulsory. We feel that the 
local plan’s proposed requirements for conversions are somewhat idealistic and unduly 
restrictive. Our belief is that some development is to be welcomed in rural areas and that 
steading conversion is one of the best ways to achieve it especially when the alternative is 
dangerous/derelict buildings. 

Settlement Envelopes. The new local plan (ALP) as published showed just two settlements in 
our area ( or Rural  Service Centres as the Council now calls them ). The first is adjacent to 
Maryculter West School  and the other is in Netherley and is drawn around the area of : Mains 
of Netherley, Ron Sparks' house, and the area given to the Local  Authority some years ago 
for a new school. No suggestion on numbers of houses for these areas has been made in 
ALP, presumably awaiting a decision on the new school. 

Structure Plan The housebuilders bid to raise the number of new houses and flats ( in the 
Shire and City combined ) to 37,500 was rejected in the Court of Session. That number 
therefore remains at 30,000.

The Local Plan - Further Update - As reported in the last 'View', the new Local  Plan ( ALP ) 
went "on deposit" in late August and the public consultation period ended on October 11th. 
The position now is as follows :- 
• The 1983 local  plan (KSALP) remains the legally-adopted plan but counts for very little 

because of its age. 
• The 1998 plan (CALP) is still  not fully adopted to replace KSALP but 

does have the major influence on deciding planning applications. 
• ALP now carries some weight in determining planning 

applications and, as the ' Emerging Plan ' will start to carry more 
weight as time goes on. 

O v e r 600 objections to ALP were lodged with Aberdeenshire Council 
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and those which cannot be resolved ( by mutual agreement between the objector and the 
Council ), will  go to a Public Inquiry next Spring. The reason that ALP does have some 
influence, even at this stage, is that it describes the broad thrust of the Council's future policy 
and has stemmed directly from the new Structure Plan ( NEST ) which itself is both up-to-date 
and has been legally adopted. It is interesting to note that a recent appeal against refusal of 
planning permission was rejected by the Reporter for precisely that reason - she was of the 
opinion that the Emerging Plan was the final determining factor. It also seems now that as 
ALP is so close to approval - within about a year !! - that CALP may never be fully adopted.

ABERDEENSHIRE COUNCILLORS

Alan Bisset is based at 50 Allardice Street, Stonehaven, AB39 2RA, tel. 01569 
762971 (w) or 01569 764990 (h), e-mail at alan.bisset@connons.co.uk

Mike Rumbles, MSP is based at 6 Dee Street, Banchory AB31 5ST, ‘phone number 
0 1 3 3 0 8 2 0 2 6 8 , f a x ; 0 1 3 3 0 8 2 0 1 0 6 a n d e - m a i l : 
mike.rumbles.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

Sir Robert Smith, MP now  also has his office at 6 Dee Street, Banchory AB31 5ST,  
Te l . 01330 820330, Fax 01330 820106 and e -ma i l : HYPERLINK 
mailto:bobsmith@cix.co.uk bobsmith@cix.co.uk

Sandy Wallace can be contacted at Spyhill Cottage,  Durris Tel. 01224-844679 and 
e-mail Cllr.A.Wallace@Aberdeenshire.Gov.Uk
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