
North Kincardine Rural Community Council 
 
Draft Minutes of meeting on Monday 19 October 2016 at 7.30pm 
Lairhillock School, Aberdeenshire 
 
HIF chaired the meeting.  There were 9 members of the public present. 
 
Present 
Henry Irvine-Fortescue (HIF) Vice Chair 
Colin Pike (CP) Planning 
Susan Astell (SA) 
Councillors Carl Nelson, Iain Mollison Aberdeenshire Council 
 
1.  Apologies 
Bob McKinney, Avril Tulloch, Laureen Canessa, Sharon Park 
Councillor Alison Evison 
 
2.  Minutes of previous meeting 
These were being prepared, and are unavailable at this stage due to the resignation of 
the secretary. 
 
3.  Police Report 
No report submitted this month 
 
4.  Matters Arising 
 
HIF advised the meeting that Drew Russell had resigned as Chairman due to work 
commitments; Sharon Park had tendered her resignation as Secretary. 
 
HIF and CP had met with Bob Grey from Aberdeenshire Roads Dept to say that the 
contract for local roads repairs had been finalised. We have been advised that work 
will commence immediately, starting on the Lairhillock Road 
 
5. Roads - Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 
5.1  Bob Gray of AC had submitted a list to the tarring contractor of roads where 
repairs are to be prioritised. There is a site meeting tomorrow to progress the works. 
5.2  HIF explained that he had seen a low loader travelling through Maryculter East 
village without an escort.  HIF to contact Duncan Gardner, AWPR liaison officer to 
clarify when vehicles should be escorted on single track unclassified local roads.     
        Action - HIF 
5.3 Beams are to be brought in this weekend via B9077 and A93 with police escorts.  
This is for the construction of the bridges at Milltimber. 
 
6.  Schools 
The schools are currently on holiday. 
 
7.  Website and Media 
The website needs updating.  To pursue at a later meeting. 
 
 



8.  Planning 
Bridge of Muchalls 
APP/2016/2639 Erection of a Single Wind Turbine (Hub Height 60m, Up to 86.5m to 
Blade Tip) and Ancillary Electrical Equipment and Formation of Access Track and 
Hardstanding, Land At Cantlayhills, Site To The East Of Broomhill Farm, Bridge Of 
Muchalls, Newtonhill, Stonehaven. 
 
This is a replacement for that granted permission February 2016, APP/2015/2455. 
 
Agreed to submit objection comment. 
 
 
 
9.  Finance 
Bob McKinney had submitted a report showing the balance on the account available 
for use is around £1900, of which £265 is ear-marked for 400 Club prizes and £500 
set aside for Maryculter Youth Cafe.  There was no draw for the 400 Club in his 
absence and there will be 2 months draws next meeting. 
 
No applications for funding awards had been received. 
 
10.  Correspondence 
With the resignation of SP, no items had been received.  Matters will arranged to 
ensure a flow of documents.   Action – HIF to contact SP 
 
11.  AOCB 
 
11.1 Notice Boards were discussed.  There are 5 – Maryculter West School, 
Maryculter East School, Banchory Devenick Primary School Cookney Hall and 
Corbie Hall (2 – inside and outside.).  Discussion as had as to how we should 
disseminate our minutes in the modern era and whether it was necessary to put up 
minutes at all these locations.  All of the boards need repair.  Pedestrian traffic is 
limited, apart from Corbie Hall and Cookney Hall.  A MoP suggested we put signs on 
the boards to say where copies of the minutes could be found on websites, but a hard 
copy of the minutes should be available at each CC meeting. 
Cllr. CN suggested we check the constitution.          Action - HIF 
 
11.2 Damage to South Pier of Maryculter Bridge 
It transpired that Aberdeen City is responsible for the maintenance of the Maryculter 
Bridge.  While after Storm Frank they had checked the main span, no checking had 
been done on the South Pier.  This is to be attended to shortly by the City who will 
also clear debris and fallen trees on the footpath at the end of the football pitch by the 
river. 
 
11.3  Flooding and the Flood Plain 
After the meeting in Culter on Friday 30thg September it appears hopeful that there 
will be much better liaison between all the parties, including SEPA, Scottish Water, 
Aberdeenshire and City Councils.  A MoP was concerned that Aberdeenshire Council 
did not appear to be fully engaged with the issues and asked the Councillors present to 



ensure that they become more involved.  The chief executive of Aberdeenshire 
Council had dismissed the meeting as a “political event.” 
 
It was revealed that Maryculter has not been designated as a Potentially Vulnerable 
Area (PVA.) This needs to be addressed as about 80% of the Dee flood plain has now 
been lost because of flood defences. 
 
11.4  Community Funding event 
A MoP had attended this event.  Some £2.3 million was available.  Of 18 applications, 
6 were dismissed and 3 have been awarded £225,000.  The application process 
appears onerous and tortuous.  “Social innovation” was required to improve the 
chances of gaining funding for new enterprises. 
 
11.5  Maryculter Woodland Trust 
There is a proposed planting day on 12th November for interested parties 
 
11.6 Events Report 
 
30th September, Community Funding Event in Kincardine and Mearns (Dickson Hall 
Laurencekirk) attended by Colin Pike for NKRCC. 
 
Presentations on various funding schemes available and community share schemes. 
LEADER Rural Development programme commenced November 2015 and will 
support community-led projects and other development activities in Aberdeenshire 
until 2020. To date has received 18 applications but only 3 funded, including 
sustaining a rural post office, establishing farm shop and creating equestrian school 
for disabled, total funds paid out £225,000. Applications still welcome but Brexit may 
delay decisions. 
 
1st October, Woodhill House, Supporting Communities Event, attended by Colin Pike 
for NKRCC. Aberdeenshire Council along with SEPA presenting workshops on roads 
maintenance, flooding, developer contributions and online training modules for 
community councils.  
 
 
12.  Broadband 
 
Caleycom.net’s MD Graham Porteous (Caleycom.net are part of Aberdeen Technical 
Services) will be invited by CP to attend the next NKRCC meeting on 21 November 
to provide a simple, non-technical overview of what services they are offering and 
associated costs. (It was noted that Kees Witte has arranged a public broadband 
meeting the following week on Mon 28 Nov at Corbie Hall, 7pm with presentations 
by Sara Budge, Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband and Toby Sandison, 
Community Broadband Scotland 
 
Arrange attendance of Caleycom.net at next NKRCC meeting on 21 Nov  Action - 
CP 
 
13.  Next meeting 
This is on Monday 21st November at the Lairhillock School at 7.30pm 



 
The meeting finished at 21.20pm. 
 
 


