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    Minute of the meeting held in Lairhillock Primary School on December 12, 2016 

 
Present 
Colin Pike (CP) Planning 
Susan Astell (SA) 
Laureen Canessa (LC) 
Bob McKinney (BMcK) 
Sharon Park (SP) 
Avril Tulloch (AT) 
Councillors Alison Evison, Carl Nelson and Iain Mollison Aberdeenshire Council 
CP chaired the meeting attended by 11 members of the public. 
 
1. Apologies 
Henry Irvine-Fortescue 
 
2. Minutes of previous meeting 
These have not been finalised and will be posted online when available. 
 
3. Police Report 
No report submitted this month.  Bob McKinney will contact new Police Inspector O’Boyle based at 
Stonehaven to discuss effective future contacts between NKRCC and local policing.  
 
4. Matters Arising 
4.1 Broadband 
Kees Witte reported on the public meeting held on November 28 in Corbie Hall with presentations by Liz 
Mallinson, Project Director of BT, Sara Budge, Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband and Toby Sandison 
of Community Broadband Scotland (CBS). This was chaired by Roddy Matheson, Infrastructure Services 
Manager at Aberdeenshire Council and around a hundred residents attended. There are no current plans to 
provide faster broadband in our area, apart from the Government’s aim to provide 10Mbps to all by 2021, 
so various options for accessing faster broadband sooner were presented.  
 
Green cabinets, to which fibre may be provided, can enable residents within a 1.2km radius to receive 
faster broadband via existing copper cables from each cabinet.  Where there are more than 20 
households/small businesses within this distance of each other, residents were encouraged to set up 
Community Fibre Partnerships and register with both BT and CBS.   
A full report of the meeting was sent to all who took part in the survey and can be found on the South 
Deeside View Facebook page.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

5. Roads   
5.1 Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route: Work will be shut down between December 23 and January 8, 
apart from security and skeleton staff for security and maintenance. The office will reopen on January 4. 
 
Concern was expressed about the continuing state of our side roads, notably near the new Hillside School, 
Duffshill and Charleton. Six additional road sweepers have been hired, and neither these nor water 
bowsers spray when temperatures indicate danger of frost.  In law, deposition of mud on roads must be 
cleared immediately by the perpetrator. Where this seems to a continuing problem, it should be reported 
via the AWPR website. If this fails, then the Police can be informed by phoning 101 and they should 
investigate and assess whether road safety is compromised.  Inspector Colin Findlay acts as liaison 
between the Police and AWPR team. 
 
Speed restriction signs on the B979 and B9077 keep being changed in both location and rate, with one 
currently partly hidden behind and advertising hoarding. This should be reported to the Police. 

 
The AWPR team have agreed to attend the next meeting of NKRCC on January 16. 
 
 
6. Schools     
6.1    The joint primary schools end of term carol service will be at Lairhillock School on Wednesday 
December 21 at 10am, to which all are invited. 
 
6.2    AT and LC represented NKRCC at a seminar on Education Governance and Review on November 
27 at the Aberdeen Exhibition Centre.  
 
6.3   The Lairhillock School Fair held on December 3 raised just under £5,000 net. 
 
6.4   Hillside School will open on March 27, 2017 to provide primary education for this area, taking 
children from the overcrowded Portlethen, Charleston and Fishermoss primaries. 
 
7. Website and Media   Both are currently active. 
 
8. Planning        NB * indicates date of validation 
 
APP/2016/3014 November 3 *. Land at and adjacent to Blairs College estate, Blairs, Aberdeen 
 Amended design to public open space (amendment to APP/ 2013/1291)  Awaiting decision. 
 
APP/2016/3015  November 3*. At the east square at land adjacent to Blairs College estate, Aberdeen 
 Change of use of public open space to domestic garden ground and amended design to public open space 

(amendment to APP/2013/1291)  Awaiting decision. 
 
APP/2016/3060 November 7*.  Land at and adjacent to Blairs College estate, Blairs, Aberdeen 
 Change of use of public open space to domestic garden ground and amended design to public open space at 

the central core and footbridge approach (amendment to APP/2013/1291)  Awaiting decision. 
 
APP/2016/3223 November 29* Aberdeen Aeromodellers Club airfield at Haremoss, Banchory-Devenick, Aberdeen.  

Siting of storage container (retrospective).   
 
APP/2016/3290     December 7*. Butterywells, Banchory-Devenick, Aberdeen.  Alterations and extension to 

dwellinghouse.  Awaiting decision. 
 
APP/2016/3281 December 6*. Rowacks, Blairs, Aberdeen.  Erection of replacement dwellinghouse.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

APP/2016/3250 December 2*  Bogfon Farm, Maryculter, Aberdeen.  Demolition of bothy and erection of 
dwellinghouse and change of use of land to domestic garden ground.   

 Informal visit to be made soon before deciding whether to comment. 
 
 
APP/2016/3050  December 2*.  Land to south and east of Broomhill Cottage, Netherley, Stonehaven. 
 Change of use of agricultural land to residential garden ground including formation of access 

(retrospective). 
 
APP/2016/3047  December 8*.  Erection of double garage and garden store. 

 Braigh Mharr, Maryculter, Aberdeen AB12 5GB 
 
 

9. Finance 
Results of the 400 Club draws were: 
£100, no.307, £20 no. 174, £15 no. 87 and £10 no. 174. 
 
A request for £200 towards funding the Maryculter Senior Citizens Chrismas party was approved. 

 
10. Correspondence 
Maryculter Woodland Trust has been donated a 40’ container to house equipment for the trust and a 
nature kindergarten. A member of the Planning Dept suggested that the planning fee would be reduced if 
the applicant was NKRCC. Discussion included concern that this could compromise the community 
council and create a precedent, so the request was withdrawn by trust chairman Ed Thorogood. 

 
11. AOCB 
11.1 Proposed Craigneil wind farm:  CP and LC and others attended the statutory community exhibition 
in Lairhillock school on December 8.  The site on Rickarton estate is just outside the NKRCC boundary, 
adjacent to Meikle Carewe wind farm.  Proposals are for 11 turbines of 135m to tip of blades and 
visibility from our area will be mostly through the Meikle Carewe turbines.  ESB will apply for planning 
permission in 2017 
 
11.2 Chapelton: At a recent meeting of the Chapelton Liaison Committee it was reported that 93 homes 
are now occupied and development is proceeding, though more slowly than planned. 

 
11.3 Poultry:   SP reminded the meeting of the recent emergency legislation to ensure all domestic fowls 
are kept indoors and out of contact from wild birds until January 6 due to an outbreak of avian flu in 
Holland.  
 
11.3  Badentoy Recycling Centre:  This opened recently, is signed uphill past the golf course and is 
closed on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. 
 
11. Meeting venue: NKRCC moved meetings to Lairhillock School after Corbie Hall, Maryculter was 
flooded in January.  There was a split vote on whether to return to Maryculter where charges are £10 per 
hour and wifi is available, or to continue at the school which does not charge rental but cannot guarantee 
availability of the large hall.  A decision was deferred since the vice chairman was unable to attend and 
place his vote. 
 
12. Next meeting 
Monday January16 at 7.30pm, venue to be determined. (Later confirmed as Lairhillock School) 
The meeting finished at 21.50pm. 
 
 


