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Minute of the meeting held in Lairhillock Primary School on 20 February 2017    
 
Draft 
 
Present 
Henry Irvine-Fortescue (HI-F)  Vice chairman 
Colin Pike (CP)  Planning 
Susan Astell (SA) 
Bob McKinney (BMcK) 
Sharon Park (SP) 
Avril Tulloch (AT) 
Rod Farquhar (RF) 
Councillors Alison Evison, Carl Nelson and Iain Mollison, Aberdeenshire Council 
William Munro, (WM) Area Manager Aberdeenshire Council. 
 
10 members of the public were in attendance 
 
 
1. Apologies 
No apologies 
 
2. Minutes of previous meeting 
These were approved after the following corrections: 
3  Spelling of ‘Police Inspector McDerment’ 
Proposed RM seconded AT. 
 
3. Police Report   
PC Charnley submitted a written report.  Since mid-January there had been 183 incidents leading to 26 Crime 
Reports. 
HIF referred to the practice of thieves stealing diesel and heating fuel and advised vigilance. 
BM intimated that he was involved in Crime Reduction and would investigate lists of incidents which could be 
circulated via the Neighbourhood Watch system.  Action: BM to pursue 
 
Rural crime prevention remains a priority and information on the Rural Watch Scheme can be found at can be 
obtained via Tel: 01786 463732 or email: info@neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk 
 
4. Matters Arising 
Letter from Mr West of Digital Scotland to be put on the Website 
BM to collate information to reply to the questionnaire issued about Police presence at future Community Council 
meetings.  HIF felt that it was unnecessary for officers to come to meetings, due to their current work loads. 
 
5. Roads 
MoP asked if we had received feedback from the questions raised at the January AWPR presentation. 
  



 

 

BM intimated that safety fencing and life-rings had been put up at the Elrick SUDS pond.  HIF to follow up and 
put the responses on the website.      Action : HIF 
 
MoP reported that the condition of the road at the War Memorial at Cookney is awful.       
        Action:- HIF to contact Bob Gray 
 
CP reported on the visit by the Transport Minister to Cults Church. Some 120 MoP’s attended raising various 
critical issues. The Minister appeared willing to listen to the complaints and follow these up as required. 
 
RF said that there are problems with drainage and verges in the area of Cookney??   

Action: HIF to contact Bob Gray 
 
Cllr Evison said that the Lightways Ltd contract to repair road damage was complete.  Cost allocation was 70% 
Contracting Joint Venture and 30% Aberdeenshire Council. 
 
CP asked if there is a contingency fund for future repairs; this does not exist and the only recourse is for the 
Council to apply for restitution under S.96 Roads Scotland Act 1984 for these “extraordinary expenses”. 
 
The Council are doing weekly video surveys to identify the badly damaged areas. It appears in some areas the 
verges are badly damaged. There continues to be bad flooding on Dyke Neuk Road.      
       Action: HIF to contact Bob Gray 
 
In response to questions raised re rat-running currently resulting from the contraflow system installed on the A90 
at Stonehaven, WM said that there were designated routes for the Contractors to use; however local commuters 
are using local roads to a much greater extent as they try to avoid delays on the A90. 
 
SA encouraged everyone to report potholes, so these can be logged on the Council website and dealt with as 
required. 
 
There was some discussion about the North Deeside Road junction and the dangers to the travelling public.  This 
situation looks like remaining till May.  HIF noted that the CJV had advised that the new roundabout set up had 
passed the required traffic audit; however it is still a very dangerous junction.  One MoP stressed that for locals it 
is passable with care, but for visitors to the area it poses problems. 
 
MoP advised that the speed limit signage on the SDR and Milltimber Brae is still not clearly visible and confusing 
with changes from 30 to 40 and back to 30 within a very short distance.   

Action: - HIF to bring to Rob Gray’s attention. 
 
6. Schools 
The Lairhillock School celebrates its 10th anniversary on Sunday 16 April. 
 
7. Website and Media   Both are currently active. 
 
 
8. Planning        
CP explained the situation at Rothnick/Whiteside/Strypeside. After discussion, it was agreed that no 
representations would be made as the application appeared to be within planning regulations. 
Some discussion was had re the Blairs Development.  Dismay was expressed over the current blocking of the 
view of the River Dee by the wall surrounding the development; concern was also expressed re the lack of 
progress in protecting the Listed Buildings which were supposed to be maintained under the Enabling 
Development criteria of the original application.  There was discussion over the land to the north of the river 
which still falls in Aberdeenshire Council; the question was raised as to whether the residents of Aberdeen City 
would object to the path beyond the new bridge proposed over the Dee. 
Queries were raised re the S.75 Agreement with the Developer, Muir Group, and WM said he would email HIF a 
copy of the S.75 document.  
 



 

 

9. Finance 
Current funds are £1,596.86, with £315 of this allocated to 400 Club cash prizes up to June 2017 
Results of the 400 Club draws were: 
£20 no. 60, £15 no. 238 and £10 no.301. 
 
Local groups and societies were encouraged to apply for grants from the remaining funds. 
 
10. Presentation by Mr William Munro 
WM said that the Area Office is keen to support the work of Community Councils in the area and a member of 
staff would try to attend local CC meetings at least once a year.  He noted that we attend the CC Forums regularly 
and that most CCs are struggling for committee members. 
The Scheme for Establishment of CC’s is progressing and the formalisation of this document should be completed 
fairly soon. 
The Community Empowerment Act will bring changes to local dempcracy. 
The new budgets are participatory forums and the plan is to devolve some decision making to the local 
community.  There are funds up to £25,000 available; Aberdeenshire Council had decided to concentrate on 
wellbeing, which includes a focus on pedestrian and cycle paths etc. 
The new Local Development Plan will be looking at Settlements in the area and local communities will be asked 
about the community use of certain places to develop “place standards” 
Leader funding is currently under committed and local groups were encouraged to apply for funding. 
BM referred to the local boundary changes at Badentoy and Portlethen to take account of Hillside.  In future there 
may be a local CC for Chapleton of Elsick 
CP said that he had been in touch with OS Maps re the name of “Durris Forest”. This will be changed to Kirkton 
of Maryculter Wood on future maps.  He asked if the Council could help with signage, and WM said should be a 
brown sign and perhaps the wind farm fund could help. 
 
11.  Correspondence 
The proposal to pay a secretary will be explored at the next meeting. 
HIF to supply details of correspondence 
 
12. AOCB 
12.1 BM to look at the Notice Boards and make progress to tidy things up. It was agreed to replace the one at the 
Corbie Hall and try to obtain one for the Lairhillock School which would be situated under the overhang to 
provide shelter from the weather.  Mrs Saward at the school seemed supportive. 
The boards at Maryculter West and Maryculter East will be removed;  the ones at Cookney Hall and Banchory 
Devenick School retained. 
 
12.2  Chapleton open day in Union Square March 9th. 
 
12.3 Poultry: The emergency legislation to ensure all domestic fowls are kept indoors and out of contact from 
wild birds has been extended to the end of May. Poultry may be let out if under cover. 

 
12.4 Kees Witte explained that a number of local groups have been formed to pursue Broadband in the area.  
Anyone interested should contact him. 
 
13. Next meeting 
Monday March 20 at 7.30pm in Lairhillock School 
 
The meeting finished at 21.35pm. 
 


