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1. LOCAL INTEREST INFORMATION 
 
 
RECORDED INCIDENTS/ CRIMES/OFFENCES: 
 
Crime remains generally low in the Portlethen beat area.  Since the beginning of the 
January Community Council Meeting there have been 212 incidents reported to 
Police Scotland in the Portlethen area - and of these, 31 Crime Reports have been 
raised 
 
OTHER WORK: 
 
High visibility mobile patrols will continue to be carried out throughout the Kincardine 
and Mearns area, whenever possible, to reduce the likelihood of crimes and offences 
occurring.  
 
 

POLICE RESPONSE TO DEATHS  

Changes to operational practice are being introduced to improve the way 
non-suspicious deaths in the community are managed.  

Following a multi-agency review of the way the police and partners manage 
incidents involving a death in the community, a new protocol has been agreed 
which sets out each organisations responsibilities in the event of a death. 

The changes will reduce the extent of police involvement in non-suspicious deaths, 
ensuring unnecessary intrusion is minimised for families at what is a very difficult 
time. 

The new procedures do not change how suspicious or police reportable deaths are 
investigated but clarify the initial police response and the process around 
establishing the category of death. 

PLEA FOLLOWING DANGEROUS DRIVING INCIDENTS IN THE NORTH EAST 
 
A number of motorists have been reported for driving on roads across the North-East 
at grossly excessive speeds which put themselves and any other road users at great 
risk.   
 
Inspector Jon Barron of the Divisional Road Policing Unit said: "Despite repeated 
pleas, it simply beggars belief that officers still have to deal with motorists who are 
clearly willing to put themselves in obvious danger.  More importantly, not only are 
they risking their own lives, they are also endangering anyone else who happens to 
be using these roads, across the North-East, at the time." 
 
Although they only take a matter of a few seconds, the impact of these collisions can 
last a lifetime - please, please slow down and take care while travelling on our roads. 



 
All the drivers have been reported to the Procurator Fiscal.  
 

OPERATION MANOSA LAUNCHED TO TACKLE ACQUISITIVE CRIME  

An operation has been launched in Aberdeenshire to target acquisitive crime in 
particular the theft of bicycles and theft by housebreaking.  

Since 1 January, 60 bicycles with a total value in excess of £30,000 have been 
stolen from locations including garages, sheds and car parks.  

Police have now launched Operation Manosa to raise awareness of the thefts and 
to remind property owners of security measures they can take.  

Chief Inspector Graeme Mackie said: "Operation Manosa has been launched to 
tackle acquisitive crime across the city and as such additional patrols will be carried 
out. Police are working with the community to recover stolen property and to find 
those responsible. Second hand dealers will be visited and spoken to in relation to 
the possibility of people bringing in stolen goods.  

We would also like to take this opportunity to remind people about their own 
property security. Stop and consider for a moment the value of the items that you 
store in your shed or garage. Pedal cycles and golf clubs are particularly valuable 
and it is those that are targeted by thieves.  

Sheds and garages are broken into more often than houses so it is vitally important 
that you take the right security measures. Consider the advice given to ensure the 
security of your property.  

Security tips include:-  

Use a good quality padlock/hasp or mortice lock on the door. If using a hasp, 
ensure the screws are covered and cannot be accessed by a screw driver.  

Alternatively use non-returnable security screws or coach bolts instead. A closed 
shackle padlock is less easy to access and cut with a bolt cutter. If fitting a mortice 
lock, ensure the door panel and frame are strong enough to hold the fixtures.  

Having protected the locking side of the shed door ensures the hinges cannot be 
easily removed. Use Non-returnable security screws or coach bolts.  

Make sure the doors and panels of the shed are strong enough not to be kicked in 
or forced by bodily pressure.  

Deter window shopping by placing a screen, net curtain or even a bin bag over the 
inside of the window. Fitting Perspex or laminated glass will offer good protection. 
Cover the shed or garage with a PIR security light. Thieves do not like to be seen. 



A light suddenly coming on is a good deterrent and should scare them away!  

If you have a house alarm, consider extending it to cover your shed and garage. 
You can also get single stand-alone battery operated alarms specifically designed 
for sheds. Lock ladders inside your shed or garage to stop a thief using them to 
reach an upstairs window. Alternatively chain them to the fence or a down pipe.  

Use a ground or wall anchor to secure your bike or other valuables in your shed. 
Lock valuables together to prevent them being easily removed. Visibly and 
permanently mark your property. It helps identify it as yours and is less desirable for 
a thief.  

If you wish further advice in relation to any security matters around your home 
including shed security then please contact your local Crime Reduction Officer on 
101.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


