
At a meeting of the NKRCC held on 18th January 2016, at Lairhillock school, Netherley, it 
was agreed that application APP/2015/3696, New Community Comprising of 1500 
Dwellinghouses, Village Centre, Community Facilities, Employment Uses and Supporting 
Infrastructure for Land At Park Quarry, Durris, Banchory, Aberdeenshire, AB31 6BA, be 
objected to. 

The reason for the objection is that we were of the opinion that this application is contrary 
to the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2012. 

Given the recent flooding events on the River Dee, the existing SEPA flood mapping 
projections for this location, do not allow for the events witnessed at Park Quarry and it’s 
surrounds. Large scale construction development of housing and infrastructure would be 
vulnerable to flooding and contrary to good planning practice. 

The applicants supporting traffic statement whilst acknowledging the limitations of Park 
bridge does not provide any mitigation if this bridge were to be closed for any reason and 
the resulting additional traffic using the South Deeside Road could be in excess of 4000 
vehicle movements a day. 

Current Aberdeenshire planned housing stock and land availability is adequately catered 
for by existing granted permissions. The intended new town of Chapelton commenced 
sales and construction of housing units during May 2014. The combined efforts of three on 
site house building companies has only resulted in 60 occupied residences. On enquiring 
whilst visiting Chapelton on Saturday 16th January 2016, of one of the developers as to 
the projected sales of houses through 2016, the comment was they anticipated “one house 
sale per 2 months”.  

As the whole development has only averaged 3 house sales per month, during the 20 
months of current construction, it is evident that the perceived demand for housing at this 
time is unfounded and does not justify any additional departure from Aberdeenshire’s 
Local Development Plan to accommodate this proposed application at Park Quarry. 

We reserve the right, should the applicant provide further supporting documentation to the 
application after the comment period, that we can submit further opinion. 


