
At a meeting of the NKRCC held on 18th April 2016, at Lairhillock school, Netherley, it was 
agreed that application APP/2016/0833 Change of Use and Conversion of Stables to Form 
Tourist Accommodation (Class 7) Including Sub Division of Feu, Land At Alhamra Blairs 
Aberdeenshire AB12 5YQ, be objected to. 

The reason for the objection is that the site lies within the Aberdeen greenbelt as identified 
within the Aberdeenshire Local Development plan 2012 and that this development and 
change in land use is not in an acceptable location to fulfil the plans requirements. 

Previous applications for this site have all stressed the need for conversion to a residential 
dwelling and the NKRCC are of the opinion that the tourism element of this application is 
not the strategic priority claimed. 

In relation to tourism businesses the property falls in the category of a dwelling where 
neither business rates or council tax are levied and that the premises may be occupied for 
a continuous 42 nights by the same users, remove themselves for one night and then re-
occupy for another 42 nights and so on. Unfortunately this type of planning abuse is being 
endorsed by Aberdeenshire Council in relation to tourist properties being used as 
contractors accommodation as discussed in application 2015/3559. 

Further the basis of that application is that the tourism business has been eroded given the 
economic collapse of the oil and gas industries in the Aberdeen City and Shire resulting in 
many unoccupied rooms across hotels, bed and breakfast and short let facilities creating 
financial uncertainty and long term viability issues for many operators. 

The NKRCC do not see within this application at Alhamra any evidence to support the 
tourism element or demonstration that there is a shortage of accommodation in close 
proximity to Aberdeen to justify grant of this change of use. 

We reserve the right, should the applicant or Aberdeenshire Council provide further 
documentation to the application after the comment period, that we can submit further 
opinion. 


