
    
 

Secretary: Sharon Park, Sunnyside House, Maryculter, Aberdeen AB12 5GT 
Tel: 01224 734415 or 07971 406021      email:  secretary@nkrcc.org.uk 
                                   website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

 
            Minutes of the meeting held in the Old Mill Inn, Maryculter on November 16, 2015 
 

                                SUBJECT TO APPROVAL        
       Present    
       Henry Irvine-Fortescue    (HIF) Vice Chairman       Councillor Ian Mollison, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Hazel Witte                   (HW) Treasurer     Councillor Carl Nelson, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Susan Astell                     (SA)       Councillor Alison Evison, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Avril Tulloch                    (AT) 

Laureen Canessa              (LR) 
       21 members of the public attended. 
                          
     1    Apologies 
          Drew Russell, Colin Pike and Sharon Park 
  HIF chaired the meeting. 
 
      2   Minutes of the previous meetings 

 Minutes of the September meeting were proposed by LR and seconded by SA, while those of the October   
meeting were proposed by SA and seconded by HIF. 
 

3 Police report 
   No report had been sent and no police attended. 
 
4 Snoozebox presentation 
   APP/2015/3173  Erection of two blocks of modular accommodation, consisting of 76 one person bedroom  

units and associated infrastructure for a temporary period  not exceeding five years at Old Mill Inn, 
Maryculter. 
Agent Bob Reid of Halliday Fraser Munro, Bob Whittaker of QED and three company representatives showed 
photographs of the modular units and a basic location plan.  The system is used for short term accommodation 
requirement such as at Silverstone racing events, and there is a block at Bridge of Don at present.  Blocks of 
modules can be set up in five days and cleared away in three, have their own self-contained vacuum system 
for effluent which would be stored in tankers prior to removal every two weeks or so, clean water containers 
and an electricity generator if the local power supply proves insufficient.  Satellite broadband will be 
provided. 
 The intention is that the Old Mill Inn will supply breakfast and evening meals for residents and the modular 
units be considered as additional hotel rooms, run by the Inn owners.  
 
Concern was expressed at the lack of detailed information in the planning application, with neither traffic 
report nor full planning statement. (The latter is anticipated in a few days).  Further questioning included 
potential anti-social behaviour in leisure hours, changing the local social ambience of the Inn and that there is 
no guarantee that such a speculative venture will be fully utilized during construction of the AWPR.  There is 
no arrangement with Transport Scotland who have indicated that market forces prevail in provision of 
accommodation for construction workers.  The new Milltimber bridge will require hundreds of workers from 
January 2016 for at least 18 months and provision of accommodation nearby is preferred. 
 
Vic Sangster and Mike French of the Old Mill Inn pointed out that their facilities were currently underused, 
that the function suite could easily accommodate the full complement of these units for meals and social 



activities in partnership with Snoozebox, and that this proposed extra business is welcome.  The delegation 
were thanked for their presentation and left at 20.20hrs. 
Robert Keeler pointed out that there are many locations where caravans have been sited to house AWPR 
workers without suitable facilities, particularly at Coneyhatch, and there is concern about uncontrolled 
expansion of these. 
 
We (HIF and CP) will request extended time to comment once the full application has been lodged with 
Aberdeenshire Council.   
 

5 Kincardine Development Partnership 
Jean Henretty who chairs the Marr Area Partnership and is temporary Development Worker with KDP, (one 
of six Rural Partnerships in Aberdeenshire) presented an outline of the role of KDP. It is a community-led and 
community focused independent not-for-profit voluntary organisation. Its objectives are to promote, 
encourage and enable sustainable community development and economic growth in the area known as 
Kincardine & Mearns area (K & M area).  
 
KDP supports people and communities with projects of all sizes, both existing and new, enabling and 
encouraging, and harnessing the skills and enthusiasm of local people. It can provide information and advice 
on project planning, funding, community consultation and engagement, community action planning, 
governance and helping community based organisations to cut through the ‘red- tape’ so they can gain access 
to services and funding.  
 
KDP is run by a Management Committee that is made up of 1 (one) nominated representative from each of 
the 12 (twelve) Community Councils (Chairman Drew Russell represents NKRCC) and six nominated 
representatives from constituted not-for-profit community groups in the K & M area.  This balance will 
ensure the wider membership is fully represented across all parts of communities. Within the management 
committee there are four office bearer functions: Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary.  
 
KDP provides free membership services to its members. The membership is open to all constituted, non-party 
political organisations within the K & M area.   They have two employees who engage with and listen to 
views of the public on how services are run, liaise with others such as their NHS counterparts and Chambers 
of Commerce and can advise on sources of grants. 
 
The Leader Plan, a rural funding programme has just re-opened with 2.8 million pounds available between 
Marr and KDP areas until 2020. They have an open meeting tomorrow in Stonehaven which some NKRCC 
members will attend.  KDP are aware of the Maryculter Woodland Trust and expect to become involved with 
them.  Jean is vice-chair of the South Aberdeenshire Leader Action Programme. 
Poor broadband connections are a limiting factor for rural businesses in our area, so assistance with this is a 
possibility. 
Jackie Niven takes over as one of two Development workers in December, whose role is to engage with the 
local community and direct them towards relevant services. 
See the KDP website at:  kincardineshiredp.org 
 

6 Matters arising 
6.1 Rural schools and South Deeside under Fives    
Banchory-Devenick School’s new head teacher, Alan Gill takes up post on December 4. 
Lairhillock School raised £465 for the national Children in Need project last Friday.  The outdoor classroom 
now has a plastic awning installed and insurance arranged. 
The recent fundraising event run by the Brownies and Guides raised over £500 
 
6.2   AWPR    John Wilson, Managing Agent AWPR/B-T has replied to questions raised at the October 
meeting indicating that a framework has been set up to address our concerns.  This response will be added to 
the website and a representative will attend an NKRCC meeting in early 2016.  HIF will write with 
additional concerns voiced at the meeting and the lack of action or response to several problems. 
Blasting is causing distress in some areas and HIF has contacted the agent on several occasions 
Works traffic is still using some roads where ‘No works traffic’ signs are in place.  Several complaints of 
irresponsible driving by AWPR employees were noted and a reminder made to note registration numbers (on 
the back of tractors) and report these to……………………. 

  



Councillor Evison indicated that she will be attending a Police meeting on December 4 when the police officer 
attached to the AWPR project will be present.  She suggested we send detailed reports of misbehaviour by 
AWPR employees to our secretary who should collate these and send them to her prior to the meeting, along 
with relevant photographs. 

    HIF has been among those reporting heavy discolouration of the Crynoch burn to SEPA.  Silt barrier systems 
have not been in place or have failed, and a Clerk of Works for Ecology has not been appointed as anticipated. 
Trials of flocculants (to stimulate sedimentation) are ongoing. James Smith of SEPA is liaising with the Dee 
and Don Fishery Boards including concerns about adverse effects to the spawning salmon season between 
October and January.  The Crynoch and Muchalls burns are being assessed.   

    Freshwater pearl mussels in the Dee below the Crynoch burn junction have probably been smothered by now 
and any salmon eggs laid in the Crynoch burn are unlikely to survive due to this silt. Terry O’Hearne, a new 
SEPA chief is arriving soon so it is hoped that he will take these concerns seriously.  SEPA’s central hotline 
is: 0800 807060 

   Another letter to John Wilson relaying these reports and concerns is required (HIF and CP) 
 

6.3  Roads  It was queried why there is a sign at the junction of the South Deeside Road at Dykeneuk to 
Portlethen  indicating that it remains closed, when it has been open for some time.  The Duffshill road is 
closed meantime. 
 
6.4  Website/Social media   No report but the recently developed system is being well used 
 

7   Planning 
Application Location 

Details 

Bishopton, Devenick Dairy. Part change of use of agricultural building and 
extension to form coffee shop, retail shop, children’s play area and formation of 
parking. 

APP/2015/2079 

 Comment period is closed and there have been no objections. Planning Dept have 
recommended refusal but Cllr.s Evison and Mollinson have requested further details 
to determine compliance with policy. 

Erection of a Single Wind Turbine (Hub Height 50m, Up to 77m to Blade Tip) and 
Substation and Formation of access track and hardstanding. Land At Cantlayhills 
Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire AB39 3SP. 

APP/2015/2455 

 Awaiting decision -The applicant has not provided sufficient information to enable 
the noise impact assessment to be replicated and thus verified as acceptable. 
Consequently, Environmental Health recommend refusal. 

Erection of 25 metre steel lattice tower mast, telecommunications antennae, dishes 
and associated equipment. Land At Mains Of Cookney Farm, Netherley Stonehaven.   

APP/2015/3145 

Decision awaited on this cellular telephone mast. 

The Paul Lawrie Golf Centre west Of Ardoe House Hotel, Ardoe, Aberdeen  
Extension to golf driving range building. 

APP/2015/3444 

Awaiting decision 

Erection of 2 blocks of modular accommodation (76 one person bedroom units) and 
associated infrastructure for temporary period not exceeding 5 Years, at Old Mill 
Inn, Maryculter Aberdeen  AB12 5FX 
Validated 16th October 

APP/2015/3173 

See item 4 above – presentation and discussion during the meeting 

APP/2015/3206 West Blackbutts, Muchalls, Newtonhill, Aberdeenshire AB39 3RT 
Alterations & extension to existing dwellinghouse and erection of 3 dwellinghouses   



Application Location 
Details 

 Received: Tue 13 Oct 2015 | Validated: Thu 22 Oct 2015 | Status: Awaiting decision 
Resubmission of previous application with amended details. We made no comment 
on previous application and there is little of concern here. 

  

 

 
8   Finance 
   We have £1490 of which £220 is allocated to 400 Club cash prizes to the end of 2015. 

Richard Connon spoke to the Maryculter Senior Citizen’s Association request for financial assistance towards   
their Christmas Party.  £200 was awarded as last year. 
400 Club winners were: £30, no. 151, £20, no. 344, £15 no. 186 and £10 no. 78. 
Packs of 2016 tickets were distributed to community councillors for local sale by mid January. 
 

9 Correspondence 
Date From 

Details 
 Vicky McDonald, Administrator (Grampian & Shetland) 
Scottish Health Council, Ashgrove House,Foresterhill Health Campus, Aberdeen  
AB25 2ZA 
 Email: vicky.mcdonald@scottishhealthcouncil.org 
Website: www.scottishhealthcouncil.org 
 

22.10.15 

Request to review the services provided by Grampian NHS Healthpoint via: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/N2BZK9J 
HW will do so. 
 
Laura Gray, Director of Corporate Communications, NHS Grampian, Foresterhill 
House, Ashgrove road West, Aberdeen AB25 2ZB 

4.11.15 

Joint pre-application consultation for a proposed new pharmacy at Hillside, Portlethen.  
Further details at: www.nhsgrampian.org/involvingyou and by clicking on ‘Projects and 
consultations’.   Tel: 01224 558098 or e-mail:nhsg.involve@nhs.net.  
 HW to respond 
John Wilson, AWPR/B-T Managing Agent, New Mains of Ury, Stonehaven AB39 
3QA 

16.11.15 

Response to questions raised at the October  NKRCC meeting . 
This will be put on the NKRCC website 
  
 
  
 

  
 
 

9 AOCB 
SA will attend the Community Council forum on 19.11.15 
 
 

Date of next meeting – Monday December 14 


