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Minutes 
For the meeting held on Monday 19th October 2015 at 7.30pm in Corbie Hall, Maryculter, Aberdeenshire. 

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 
Present 

Drew Russell (DR) Chair Councillor Carl Nelson, Aberdeenshire Council (CN) 

Sharon Park (SP) Secretary Councillor Ian Mollison, Aberdeenshire Council (IM) 

Henry Irvine-Fortescue (HIF) Vice-Chair   

Susan Astell (SA)    

Colin Pike (CP) Planning   

Laureen Canessa (LC)    

Drew Russell chaired the meeting and 60 members of the public were present. 

1 Apologies 
Hazel Witte (HW)  

Avril Tulloch (AT)  

Councillor Alison Evison, Aberdeenshire Council (AE)  

 

2 AWPR Presentation 
The chair welcomed those attending the meeting and invited the guests from the Aberdeen Western Peripheral 
Route Project Team to give their presentation, followed by a question and answer session. The presentation was 
followed by the standing business of the Community Council. 

John Wilson Aberdeen City Council Managing Agent 

Gavin Dyet Transport Scotland Project Engineer 

Robert Galbraith Jacobs Contracting  Authority’s Site Representative 

Dave Hill AWPR Construction Joint Venture (CJV) 

Graham Christie AWPR Construction Joint Venture (CJV) 

John McNiffe AWPR Construction Joint Venture (CJV) 
Construction Director 

Julie Maund AWPR Construction Joint Venture (CJV) 
Community Liaison Manager 

 
The presentation was opened by Gavin Dyet of Transport Scotland who introduced the team and then handed on 
to Graham Christie, Project Director for CJV. 
He reminded us of the involvement of Aberdeen City Council, Aberdeenshire Council and Transport Scotland.  A 
contract was awarded to Aberdeen Roads Ltd., who sub-contracted out the construction of the new works to the 
Construction Joint Venture, with the construction arms comprising Balfour Beattie, Carillion and Morrisons. CJV is 
responsible for the design and construction of the AWPR. There is a separate section dealing with future highway 
maintenance. 
The project is large and has been divided into three sections, each with a construction director. 

North North  of  the  River Don Offices at Balmedie 

Central Between the River Don and River 
Dee 

Offices at Craibstone 

South South  of the River Dee Offices at Stonehaven 

 
The central office for the AWPR is at Stonehaven, and each section has a main office plus smaller satellite offices. 
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There are main processing areas, such as Rothnick. 
There is some accommodation provision. Hawk have a compound with 100 caravans, Flannery has provided a 
similarly sized compound and further units are being provided at Craibstone. Other staff have found 
accommodation locally. 
Detailed charts were shown, which can be viewed in detail at the Stonehaven office. They included: 

Earthworks Designed to optimize haul routes and create an earthwork balance, processing 
and using all suitable and unsuitable materials on site in the construction or 
landscaping process. No materials need be moved outwith each section. 

Structures 78 Bridges, 450 utility accommodations etc. 
Environmental Challenges Ecology, protected areas, contaminated land, water environment, 

archaeology, noise and vibration, airport bird control 

Health and Safety Work is signed off by Environmental Health 

Blasting It was explained that soft weathered rock could be stripped off but that the 
solid rock underneath would need to be blasted. Assurances were given that 
the process is tightly controlled. 

Traffic Management Efforts are being made to cause as little disruption to traffic as possible, but 
some will be inevitable. Apologies are extended regarding this. Attempts are 
made to keep the public informed via fliers, letter drops , the website etc. 

Mr Christie handed on to Dave Hill, Construction Director for the South Section. He related the charts in more 
detail to the Stonehaven and Charleston legs of the AWPR.  

Earthworks Blasting will be carried out in five cuts, shifting huge amounts of rock. 
Concrete will be made locally. Again, the earthworks balance will result in all 
materials being re-cycled on site. It is intended to remove most of the soft 
material before Spring.  A  processing  area has been set up at Kingcausie 

Roadworks There are two major junctions, at Charleston and Stonehaven.  Full details of 
roads, carriageways, culverts, drains, utility accommodations                                                  
etc. can be viewed at the office in Stonehaven. 

Health and Safety The work force is cosmopolitan, requiring standardisation of work practice, 
and staff training is ongoing. 

Blasting The Kingcausie cut will involve blasting extremely hard granite. More blasting 
will take place at Rothnick 

Traffic Management Will be required at Charleston where work takes place close to the existing 
road. 

Mr Hill handed on to John Wilson, of Aberdeen City Council. He discussed the role of the Community Liaison Team, 
meeting with community councils, forums, and stakeholders such as SNH, SEPA, Historic Scotland. 
Communication with the general public is via : 

 Website 

 Flyers 

 E-zine Request copies 

 Project updates Available in public libraries 
For further information, or queries, the public were urged to contact the main office in Stonehaven 
AWPR 24-hour emergency number 08000 588350 
John Wilson Tel No 01224-258398 
E-mail enquiries to  www.awpr.co.uk 

www.transportscotland.gov.uk/awpr-bt 
A bird’s-eye view of the route was then shown and described. 
The presentation team then made themselves available to questions and comments fro the public. 

 It was felt by many of the local residents that communication in the Maryculter area was poor,with no 
warning or information given. Flyers were not being received. 
Response - Delivery company only guaranteed 90% delivery target 
It was suggested that Royal Mail should be used to ensure 100% delivery 

 Complaints of works vehicles being driven far too fast along narrow country roads and tracks, and along 
roads with ’no access to works vehicles’ signage. Works vehicles parking in passing places at Cleanhill 
Response - Take details of vehicle type, registration number and the time of any incident and forward to 
the available contacts. 

 Roads being damaged and not repaired 

http://www.awpr.co.uk/
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/awpr-bt
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 Noise and vibration causing distress 
Response - Within acceptable levels. Brief description of how these levels are worked out 

 Seven day working week considered unacceptable. 
Concern was expressed at the process involved in obtaining this permission, and the astonishing lack of 
involvement and input of our elected representatives in the council. 

 How does the public keep informed of these types of development before they are cleared go ahead? 
Response - Permission was given by the appropriate department in Aberdeenshire Council. No blasting 
will be carried out on Sundays   

 Failure to reply to queries 
Response - There is a requirement to reply to queries within five working days. If this does not happen, 
complain to the contact numbers listed 

 Lack of adequate silt traps to protect water courses, especially the River Dee, endangering fish and 
fresh water mussels. Silt on roads. Water on roads. Mitigation measures not being implemented. 
Response - Vibration measurement is taking place on bed of River Dee. 

The presentation team were thanked for their attendance and invited back. There was a short break before the 
normal meeting resumed. 

3 Minute of the previous meeting 
The minutes were mentioned but not proposed.  Cllr Ian Mollison requested that councillors be copied in to future 
E-mails. 

4 Police Report 
An officer attended the meeting but as the presentation was underway it was not appropriate to detain him. A 
report was sent before the meeting, including contact details. 

5 Matters Arising 

5.1 Rural Schools & South Deeside Under-Fives 
October break – nothing to report. 

5.2 AWPR 
See Presentation. 

5.3 Roads 
See Presentation 

5.4 Website & Social Media 
Website currently down and being investigated by LB. 

6 Planning 
 

Application Location 
Details 

APP/2015/3173 Erection of two blocks of modular  accommodation at the Old Mill Inn,  Maryculter. They 
would comprise 76 one person bedroom  units, and associated infrastructure, for a period 
not exceeding five years. Details limited, so application will be acknowledged, possibly 
with a comment of concern,   and  be discussed again at November meeting 

 Bishopston, Banchory Devenick Dairy.  Retail shop and coffee shop. Recommended for 
refusal by planners.  Councillors may consider this further. 

 Turbine at Cantlea Hills.  Still being considered but  Environmental  Health  has  
recommended  refusal  of application as noise level not yet established 

 Maryculter Organic Farm.  Request for the removal of condtion 4.  Approved on 29th 
December 

 Blackbutts,  Muchalls  
Application withdrawn for time being. 

 Hillocks Steading. 
Application for change of use of a redundant steading to create  two domestic  dwelling 
houses 
Approved on Fri 2nd October 

 Hillocks Steading. 
Erection  of one dwelling house  to replace redundant steading  at same location 
Approved. 
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Application Location 
Details 

 Netherburnhall, Netherley. 
Application  for Plot1, erection of two houses.  Approved. 

7 Finance & 400 Club 
NKRCC have £1535.00 in the bank of which £340.00 is allocated for the 400 Club prizes. 

7.1 400 Club 
Draws were made with the following winners: 
£20.00, no.235   £15.00, no. 73,   £10.00 no. 285 

8 Correspondence 
No significant correspondence received out with regular items already distributed such as planning. 

9 AOCB 

9.1 Maryculter   Woodland Trust. 
Experiencing some frustrating delays which will hopefully be resolved soon. 
AGM on Wednesday 25th November at 7.30pm at the Scout Hall, Kirkton of Maryculter. 

9.2 Kincardine Development Partnership 
A representative from KDP attended the meeting but due to lack of time was invited to return for the November 
meeting. KDP funding details will be available at a meeting on the 18th November at 6.30pm at Stonehaven, and 
the money will be available in February 2016. 

9.3 Community Council Forum 
The next Community Council Forum will be held on 19th November at 7.30 pm at Stonehaven. 

10 Next Meeting 
Next meeting will take place on Monday 16th November 2015 at 7:30pm in the Corbie Hall. Maryculter. 


