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Minutes 
For the meeting held on Monday 16 February 2015 at 7.30pm in Corbie Hall, Maryculter, Aberdeenshire. 

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 
Present 

Drew Russell (DR)  Councillor Alison Evison, Aberdeenshire Council 

Sharon Park (SP) Secretary Councillor Carl Nelson, Aberdeenshire Council 

Hazel Witte (HW) Treasurer Councillor Ian Mollison, Aberdeenshire Council 

Susan Astell (SA)   

Laureen Canessa (LC)   

Avril Tulloch (AT)   

Drew Russell chaired the meeting and 25 members of the public were present. 

1 Apologies 
Robin Baxter (RB) Vice Chairman    

Henry Irvine-Fortescue (HIF)   

Sean Fettig (SF)   

Lynne Beard (LB)   

2 Presentation on social media 
SP reported a team of current and former webmasters Lynne Beard and Steve Taylor and she are developing a 
system of filing NKRCC information on OneDrive.  There will be files open to all while others will be accessible 
by NKRCC members only. 

2.1 Website 
This is being remodelled and will incorporate Facebook and Twitter feeds along with news.  

2.2 Facebook 
Improved co-ordination of NKRCC, South Deeside View and other local Facebook pages is ongoing. 

3 Minute of the previous meeting 
The minutes were proposed by SP and seconded by HW. 

4 Police Report 
Report from Constable Steven Inglis. Crime remains generally low in the in the North Kincardine area with 10 
incidents having been reported to the Police during the month of January 2015. Of the 10 incidents in the North 
Kincardine area reported to Police during January 2015, 8 of these related to road traffic matters occurring on 
the B9077 South Deeside Road and on the B979 Netherley to Stonehaven Road. 
Following on from the previous report covering December 2014, there have been further vehicle thefts from 
both the North Kincardine area, as well as throughout the wider Kincardine & Mearns area. Many of these thefts 
happened as a result of domestic properties being left unsecured with keys to vehicles left close to the front 
door. 

5 Matters Arising 

5.1 Rural Schools & South Deeside Under-Fives 
Lairhillock School Parent Council is; running a fundraising family bingo night on Friday February 20 from 6 to 
8pm 

5.2 Roads (incl. AWPR) 
Mud and stones on the B9077 at the Blairs Development present a danger to traffic.  It seems that building 
developers are responsible even when they sub-contract road cleaning. 
ACTION: SP will contact the Roads Department in support of concerns already sent by members of the public. 
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The chevron warning sign by the B979 north of Morven which was bent and displaced by a car accident recently, 
has not been removed or replaced.  If Police attend an accident where debris remains, they should report this 
to the Council Roads Dep. for them to deal with. 

5.2.1 AWPR-related developments 
It was noted that no planning application for temporary accommodation at the Old Mill Inn had yet been lodged 
with the Council. In response to a request from the Corbie Hall committee, Michael Saunders of Digs2Go 
responded yesterday: 

We have almost completed a redesign of the car park area to reduce the visibility from the road and 
nearby houses.  Once that has finished, sometime this week, the planning application will be registered.  
I will write to as many neighbours as possible with the revised plans and images of how the 
development might look. I will also provide a copy of the management plan which sets out the operation 
of the facility (rules and regulations in force) and contact details of the site managers and directors. 

We have tried to take on board as many of the comments and concerns that were raised at the last 
meeting. We have received a positive response regarding the traffic management including the speed 
restrictions and we are liaising with the contractors to create a combined road safety system in this 
area. 

From my understanding of the wider picture there is likely to be a small office set up to provide support 
for the Dee bridge works with one or two other accommodation villages built nearer the airport on 
AWPR land serving the northern half of the bypass 

We are not part of the AWPR or the construction joint venture, but we are not aware of any other 
official or unofficial accommodation villages under consideration. However, as I mentioned last month 
there is nothing precluding the contractors building a large facility anywhere on or immediately 
adjacent to the route. 

I will be available for next month's meeting and I will arrange for a further open evening at the end of 
this month.30 mph Restrictions 

Several concerns were raised by local residents who were reminded that NKRCC will certainly respond to the 
anticipated planning application and that individuals should do so as well. 
No approach has yet been made by the anticipated AWPR liaison people. 
ACTION: HIF will be asked to will follow this up so that we can establish a formal relationship with NKRCC.  

5.3 Website 
See section 2, above. 

5.4 Community Council Scheme of Establishment 
Bob McKinney reported on his meeting with Mike Wiggins to establish a change of boundary between Portlethen 
and NKRCC Community Councils, taking into account current and planned building developments.  They agreed 
that a portion of land at the NE corner of NKRCC to the west of the A90 along the south edge of the Greenhowe 
Wood, south along the C34K road (Causeyport) to the current boundary, should be transferred to Portlethen CC.  
This does not include the Haremoss and Heathfield as was earlier suggested. NKRCC agreed and Bob will inform 
Ian Rogan, Aberdeenshire Council, who is co-ordinating this project. 
Comments are required on Phase 2 by March 20 and Bob was asked whether he would continue to deal with 
the matter.  HW will send him notes on proposed changes to Standing Orders, Code of Conduct and Model 
Constitution, detailing where these have minor variations from our current Constitution. 

5.5 New school at Hillside and rezoning of Portlethen Primary Network 
LC attended a recent consultation meeting on 5th Feb 2015.  A new primary school at Hillside is planned for 
completion by 2016 to cope with increasing housing.  Portlethen Primary is currently over capacity whilst 
Fishermoss Primary is under occupied due to parents opting for the former which is more easily accessible. 
The new development at Blairs crosses Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire boundary and primary pupils at Blairs will 
be zoned to Lairhillock and secondary pupils to Cults Academy. All other primary schools will be zoned to 
Portlethen Academy.  
Primary pupils from the new Chapelton development will initially be zoned for Newtonhill Primary. Once a 
primary school is built there pupils can opt to stay at existing schools or transfer to the new Chapelton School.  
Concerns raised included: 

 Children having to walk along a main road to access their primary school, 

 Children on one side of the road being zoned for one school and those opposite being zoned for another 
school, 
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 Children may not be zoned to the school geographically closest to them.    

 Fewer pupils attending Banchory Devenick school which could mean reduction of teachers from 3 to 2 
The consultation period ends on 27th Feb 2015 when all comments must reach Gordon House. 
ACTION: SP will respond indicating that Banchory-Devenick Primary School should be fully supported to maintain 
a school roll supporting three teachers, as an important part of our rural community. 

5.6 Blair Development 
Willie Munro, K and M Area Manager arranged a liaison meeting for representatives of the Roads Dept, 
councillors, NKRCC and the developers, Muir Homes on 5.2.15.  A full report will be available on the website, the 
main points being that the development is currently behind schedule and construction of the footbridge over 
the River Dee will not begin until 40 houses are complete, which could be two years ahead. Marketing of Blairs 
Seminary as a hotel continues but utilities will not be provided to that site for some time. Alan Farningham, 
agent for Muir Homes will provide a report on current plans to NKRCC every two months via HW.  Assurance 
was given that land belonging to the Maryculter Community Hall and Field Trust, which includes the football 
pitch, would not be affected by a proposed roundabout during AWPR bridge construction or the Blairs 
Development road mitigations. 

5.7 Chapelton of Elsick 
Rob Winmill outlined their request to Aberdeenshire Council for a Variation of Minute of Agreement, due to 
Scottish Executive Circular 3/2012 which requires “a clear link between the development and any mitigation 
offered as part of the developer’s contribution”.  This involves a reduction from £8.2 million to £287,000 for 
“A90 between Chapelton and Bridge of Dee and A956”, rather than the larger amount for road improvements 
throughout the shire. 
This detailed information was not available at the January NKRCC meeting, so it was decided to express concern 
rather than objection, lest local road developments could be compromised. 

5.8 AWPR Offset Mitigation Fund 
ACTION: HW to further investigate. 

5.9 Kincardine Development Partnership 
Drew Russell has agreed to be alternate representative from NKRCC and will attend the EGM on February 26 
2015. 

5.10 Recent Planning Applications  
Application Location 

Details 

APP/2014/4286 Kintore Cottage, Banchory Devenick, Aberdeenshire AB12 5XR 

Change of use of land to domestic curtilage, erection of double garage and alterations 
to existing driveway. 

APP/2015/0060 Land At Kempstone Hill Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire -  

11kV Overhead Line 

APP/2015/0062 Land at Craigentath, Burnhead, Blairs, Aberdeenshire 
11kV Overhead Line 

APP/2015/0063 Land at Merchants Croft, Blairs, Aberdeenshire AB12 5YB 

11kV Overhead Line 

APP/2015/0069 Land at Elrick Farm, Bridge Of Muchalls, Muchalls, Stonehaven 

Installation of 11kV overhead line 

APP/2015/0102 Land at Greenloaning, Blairs, Aberdeenshire 

Proposed 11kV overhead line deviation 

APP/2015/0350 Land at Merchants Croft, Burnhead, Blairs 

11kV Overhead Line Deviation 

N.B. All request for overhead lines are on or near the route of the AWPR. 

5.11 Holiday Lodges at Burnside, Maryculter 
Freedom of Information Act (FOI) request to the Planning Department regarding the planning application 
APP/2014/2467 (Erection of 3 No. Holiday Lodges, Sauna/Gym, Bin Storage Unit, Car Parking and Formation of 
Access at Land to North East Of Burnside Farm, Maryculter, Aberdeenshire) was refused as all information is on 
the planning website. 

6 Finance & 400 Club 
NKRCC has £1,635 available, of which £820 is allocated to 400 Club prizes. 



North Kincardine Rural Community Council (NKRCC) Minutes 16-Feb-14 

Page 4 of 4 

An e-mail of thanks came in from Lairhillock Parent Council for the £342 allocated last month to purchase a 
whiteboard for their outdoor classroom. 

6.1 400 Club 
Additional money from ticket sales came in, with one seller yet to confirm. Draws were made: 
January: £30, No. 410; £20, No. 248; £15, No. 72 and £10, No 247 
February:  £20, No. 138, £15, No.44 and £10, No. 60 
Thanks were given to all involved in the annual door to door sale of tickets. 

7 Correspondence 

7.1 K & M Community Safety Group 
Next meeting on March 19. 
ACTION: SP will attend. 

7.2 Local Development Plan 2016 
Implementation timetable received. 

7.3 South Aberdeenshire Alcohol & Drug Forum 
Invitation to their Big Blether Conversation Café on Alcohol & Drugs on Wednesday 25th February, 12-4pm at 
Stonehaven Community Centre. 

7.4 Aberdeenshire Community Planning Partnership 
Received the ‘Viewpoint’ newsletter from the Aberdeenshire Citizens’ Panel. 
ACTION: SP to forward to LB to post on website 

7.5 Planning Democracy Conference 
Invitation to a planning conference Glasgow on 25th April 2015. 

7.6 Digital Engagement for Community Councillors 
ACTION: SP to send outcomes and link to KnowledgeHub to community councillors. 

7.7 Resignation 
Jutta Chang’s resignation as community councillor was noted with regret, and her offer to provide assistance 
when required is much appreciated. 

8 AOCB 
Contact details for NKRCC members are:  

 secretary@nkrcc.org.uk 

 chair@nkrcc.org.uk (currently directed to Robin Baxter, vice-chair in the absence of a chairperson), and 

 webmaster@nkrcc.org.uk  
Other members of NKRCC should be contacted by their personal addresses. 

8.1 Defibrillator 
The Top Up fund also allocated £600 to the Maryculter Community Hall Association for a heated storage box, so 
that the defibrillator can be attached to the outside wall of the hall.  Until this can be installed, the defibrillator 
will remain in the Deeside Caravan Park office. 

8.2 Maryculter Woodlands Trust 
The fundraising Quiz Night on Friday February 6 raised £430, and they recently received £1,000 from the 
Council’s Top Up Fund.  Fundraising is not going as well as hoped. 

8.3 Other 
Colin Pike suggested that the community should consider means of providing a new community hall, sited within 
Maryculter Woods – assuming that the woods can be purchased soon.  Opportunities for funding may be 
possible through AWPR related activities and mitigation funds. 
It was confirmed that there is no requirement for Councils to give neighbour notification of planning applications 
to householders whose property is more that 20m distant.  The suggestion that NKRCC should take on this 
responsibility was not considered practical, but residents should be encouraged to make use of the NKRCC 
website where planning applications are updated weekly. 

9 Next Meeting 
Next meeting will take place on Monday 16th March 2015 at 7:30pm in the Corbie Hall. Maryculter. 
The meeting then closed at 9.20pm. 
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