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Email		secretary@nkrcc.org.uk	

Website		http://www.nkrcc.org.uk

	MINUTES - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL


	For the meeting held on Monday 10th December 2018 at 7.30pm at Lairhillock School, Netherley, Aberdeenshire.

	

	Present

	Henry Irvine-Fortescue (HIF) Chair
Rod Farquhar (RF)
Mandi Dorward (MD) 
Graham Norrie (GN)
Avril Tulloch (AT)
Bob McKinney (BM)
Christopher Hakkennes (CH)

6 members of the public in attendance
	Elected Councillors in attendance 
Councillor Colin Pike, Aberdeenshire Council (CP)
Councillor Ian Mollison, Aberdeenshire Council (IM)


	
	

	
	Welcome and Introductions 
HIF welcomed all to the meeting with a glass of mulled wine and warmed mincemeat pies. 

	
	

	1


	Apologies
Susan Astell (SA), Ben Tatler (BT), Councillor Alison Evison, Aberdeenshire Council (AE)
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	Police Report
· The Community Council Police Report for November has been uploaded onto the website and HIF read through the document. Visit www.nkrcc.org.uk ,minutes/meetings page for full information.
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	Previous Minutes
· Minutes of the ordinary meeting in November were proposed by GN and seconded by AT. 

Matters outstanding: 
· A new noticeboard for Banchory Devenick School has been procured. An additional cost of £50 had been approved by the CC to allow for a wall mounted noticeboard and this should be up within the week. The total cost was £243.40, with Scotmid providing a grant of £195. Action – BM to thank Scotmid and provide a copy for MD.  
· A list has been compiled of those happy to post agenda/minutes. 
· Any other matters outstanding have been covered within matters arising.
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	Matters Arising 

Schools
· The Christmas Fayre at Lairhillock School was very successful and the takings are believed to be up on last years.
· Banchory Devenick School have a Nativity and Christmas Fayre on the 19th of December.  The Nativity starts at 1.30pm and the fayre, approximately 2.45pm depending on the length of the Nativity.  The pupils will be selling items they have made in class at the fayre and it is exciting to hear that Portlethen Mens Shed assisted the pupils with crafts.
· Further information can be obtained from the school’s websites: http://banchory-devenick.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/ & http://lairhillock.aberdeenshire.sch.uk/ & http://hillside.aberdeenshire.sch.uk

Website, Facebook & Media
· MD advised that there has been little time refresh the NKRCC website, although it is updated frequently. The website should be refreshed and material of interest posted. This should be completed hand in hand with “Now the NKRCC” Facebook page (as this is a group, not a page) and the page NKRCC be closed/merge.  Guidelines need to be drawn as to what is uploaded onto Facebook/website. Action - MD to ask LB and other CC’s for assistance and to organise a session to brainstorm areas within the website. Also,  add pinned post to current NKRCC page to advise new group and request people join. 
· The SDV – Autumn Issue 2018 – has not yet been posted online or delivered. Should any groups wish updated information to appear on the SDV Facebook page, please email midardoe@gmail.com.
· HIF confirmed that he had logged onto the new email system and found it very easy after following GN’s notes. Action – All CC’s (who have not already done so) to log on to new email site and familiarise themselves with the new system.
Roads
· Cleanhill junction does have a refuge lane and the work has been completed here and around the Dykehills /Auchlunies.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The work at the bridge at Invercrynoch was completed well within time. Action – MD to send Brian Strachan a letter of appreciation
· There is damage to the bridge on the South Deeside Road at Ardoe – is there work being scheduled to repair?
· After last months concerns of school children crossing at Causeymouth, Cllr Pike confirmed that the four legs of the junction at Causeymouth will be repaired and a speed limit of 20mph and speed bumps to be introduced. The work is to be completed by June 2019.
· Cllr Pike also mentioned that a series of roads, which have been damaged by AWPR, will be fixed next year with compensation money.
· No communication has been received on Eco Friendly Transport, from the Scottish Government. Suggestions that the Park & Ride at Portlethen is more expensive than the £662k, which has been earmarked for this or alternative projects.
· A member of the public asked if it was possible that Aberdeenshire Council could use brush cutters to trim the verges around signage in the Banchory Devenick, Blairs, Ardoe, Maryculter and Netherly areas, allowing sign posting to be read instead of hidden. Cllr Mollison & Cllr Pike both suggested that there is just not the money at the moment and the overgrown branches are the responsibility of the land owners. However, the verges around  Maryculter Church have been assessed by the Road & Landscapes team of Aberdeenshire Council and will be attended too.  
· The temporary speed limit of 30mph has been extended for a further 9 months at Milltimber Bridge/Mill Inn. Has there been any word of the permanent 40mph limit?   – Action HIF to chase Bob Gray.
· Finally, the 20 miles section of the AWPR, from Stonehaven to Craibstone, will open on Wednesday 12th December.

· Cllr Pike and various members of the community met with the AWPR team with regards to flooding.  A report is to be published and an AWPR surveyor is to visit the site on the 18th of December. It is important that two dimensional flow patterns, benchmarking and correct water heights are taken for the report and that  the SEPA team are informed and involved.   
Broadband
· Nothing new to report 
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	Planning

Validated December

	APP/2018/2807
Chapelton Land to North West of Quarryline Street
	Various matters specific to conditions
Expiry for comment 27/12/18
Statutory determination 21/01/19

	APP/2018/2811
Chapelton Land to East of Quarryline Street
	Various matters specific to conditions
Expiry for comment 27/12/18
Statutory determination 21/01/19

	APP/2018/2887
Land at Newhall, Netherley
	Erection of agricultural storage building for general storage
Expiry for comment 23/12/18
Statutory determination 02/02/19



Approved/Declined December

	APP/2018/2461
Chapelton 
	Erection of temporary play equipment, fencing and associated works
Approved

	APP/2018/2436
Chapelton Plots  
58 – 66 Rothsay Street
	Various matters specific to conditions
Approved

	APP/2018/1912 
Back Mains of Altries, Maryculter

	Erection of dwelling house and stables (commercial)
Approved – Scale and design of proposed buildings are appropriate to the character of the site and surrounding landscape. Complies with LDP 2017 policies R1  Special rural area, P1 Layout, siting and design and E2 Landscape



The role of the NKRCC is to represent the views of the public and to engage with both Aberdeenshire Council and the Developers where necessary.  

· NKRCC hosted a presentation, in conjunction with Planning Aid Scotland (PAS), on Tuesday 4th December which briefed CC’s on understand the planning system. The meeting was attended by 6 members of the NKRCC, 6 members of the public and 4 CC’s from neighbouring Community Councils.  It was disappointing that there was no representative from Protect Banchory Devenick, as RF had briefed Peter Marshall, a volunteer from PAS, on their concerns. Peter was extremely helpful and very well prepared and it was a very informative meeting with useful discussions. Thank you to HIF for catering and Kees Witte for opening the hall. Action – RF to thank Peter Marshall and copy MD for records. Full presentation to be forwarded to MD for website.
· The CC met in private to discuss our response to the Strategic Development Plan (any comments should be submitted before 17th December 2018) and the draft document will be supported by the NKRCC as there is nothing objectionable included.  Our response will also include comment on special strategy for growth, green belt protection, AWPR (it’s benefit and reiterate no large developments at any of the new junctions) and the continued expansion of Chapelton. Action – RF/HIF to submit response by 17/12/18 and copy MD.
· The draft Main Issues Report for the LDP2021, which sits under the Strategic Development Plan  can be viewed online.. The Public consultation period is from 14th January when we would urge members of the public to communicate their views to the CC (planning@nkrcc.org.uk), which will be taken into consideration when formulating the NKRCC response. 
·  
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	Finance & Lottery

· The balance for the Bank of Scotland account is £1687.82
· There have been no further requests for funding to date.
· A copy of the audited accounts has now been submitted to Aberdeenshire Council, who will now pay out a grant, approx. £512.00 Action – BM to forward a copy of audited accounts 2017/8 to MD for file.
· The Lottery draw for November made. Action – BM to distribute winnings 

	November 2018
	Winning Number

	£20
	186

	£15
	122

	£10
	81
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Correspondence & Licensing Applications
· The TRAK minutes from 4th November were emailed to all
· The Winter Readiness document, circulated by Aberdeenshire Council, has been shared on both facebook and website. Approx 50,000 tonnes of salt!
· Registration for nominations for the Sports Council Awards is now available online. 
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	AOCB
· BM confirmed that he still sits on the board of KDP.
· No date has been decided for the KDP Environmental Interest Group. Should SA be unable to attend, GN is happy to do so. Action – MD to confirm that SA happy to continue with involvement when date is issued..
· HIF received minutes from the meeting on the sale of Clochandighter Woods. Action – HIF to forward to MD for the website.
· CH advised that felling of trees at Tollohill Woods/Beannachar started on Sunday 2nd December, without sufficient prior warning and a large area has been destroyed. The tree groves actual and original function, being Standard Coppices, to offer, inter alia, continuous wildlife corridors and act as important wind breaks has been radically diminished overnight; the indiscriminate felling of virtually all 300+ conifers – mature and young – in two of the three copses especially jeopardies the immediate and mid term survival of the endangered red squirrel population. The PBD (Protect Banchory Devenick) met on Sunday 9th to discuss this.  The landowner went through the correct channels and sought permission for the work and this was granted by Forestry Commission. There are plans to replace the trees, which have been felled.  RF advised that this may not be linked to the development which has been submitted for LDP201, it could quite easily be rotation of felling which is overdue? The felling applications are very thorough and are not issued until all requirements are satisfactory.  RF has strongly advised that PBD should not presume because the development is not a preferred site that it will not happen and to tackle the felling of the trees as a separate issue.  Continue to log your concerns and express a view but don’t conflict with the planning process.
· Cllr Mollison advised of the new railway timetable which shows an hourly service from Montrose to Aberdeen, which stops at Portlethen Station. There are plans for this route to extend to Inverurie after the summer months.  
· BM advised that someone had dumped rubbish on the track beside Cookney, documentation was found with the rubbish, so finding the culprit is likely.
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	Next Meeting
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our Ordinary Meeting on Monday 21st January 2019 at 7.30pm at Lairhillock Primary School, Netherley.

	
	



The meeting drew to a close at 8.58pm	
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