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Minutes 

 

For the AGM on Monday 20th June 2017 at 7.30pm at Lairhillock School, Netherley, 
Aberdeenshire. 
 
Present  
Henry Irvine-Fortescue (HIF) Vice Chair 
Sharon Park (SP) Secretary 
Bob McKinney (BM) Treasurer 
Avril Tulloch (AT) 
Laureen Canessa (LA) 
Rod Farquar (RF) 
 
Elected Councillors in attendance 
Councillor Ian Mollison, Aberdeenshire Council (IM) 
Councillor Colin Pike, Aberdeenshire Council (CP) 
Councillor Alison Evison, Aberdeenshire Council (AE) 
 
Eight members of the public were present. 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
HIF welcomed all to the meeting. 
 
  
1 Apologies 

Mandi Dorward, Lynne Beard and Susan Astell  
  
2 Minutes of the previous AGM 

These were circulated, proposed and seconded for approval by Bob McKinney and 
Sharon Park. 

  
3 Vice Chairs Report 

 
The NKRCC has had another busy year.   
 
 
1. Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route 
The main reason for activity in our area is that we are at one of the epicentres of the 



Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route, with the parishes cut with the southern leg to 
Charleston and the Fastlink to Stonehaven, which join in the centre at the Cleanhill 
roundabout. 
 
We have organised 3 presentations from the AWPR managing agent’s team, at our 
September 2016, January and May 2017 meetings and while these meetings have 
been well attended by the public with many valid points raised, it has to be said in all 
honesty that there has been little valid response, other than apologies and hand-
wringing. 
 
The main issues continue to be the serious damage to the local road network, 
disruption due to road closures, which seem to have been ongoing at some point in our 
area for practically the whole year, and noise impacts, mud on the roads and dust.  The 
feeling in the area seems to be that the sooner the work is done and the disruption 
ceases, the better. To this end, 7-day working has been accepted as an unwelcome 
necessity but we continue to report infringements and alert the AWPR public liaison 
team when matters come to our attention. 
 
Representatives from the CC met with Aberdeenshire Council’s Director of 
Infrastructure Services in August 2016 to raise a number of our concerns in connection 
with the AWPR works, in particular the urgent need for repairs to be done on the local 
roads.  Our efforts in pushing the council in this direction seem to have brought some 
results, but in the meantime a lot of the pot-holes have re-appeared. 
 
2.  Planning 
All local planning applications are reviewed at our monthly meetings; however few of 
these over the past year have given rise to any major concerns.  We attempt to have a 
fair and open discussion at our meetings, and the relevant documentation with any 
submissions by NKRCC are to be found on the website. 
 
3.  Flooding  
There is an ongoing concern that the embankment over the Dee flood plain may have 
an impact on the water levels if there is a future catastrophic flood event as was 
witnessed in winter 2015.  As yet, no satisfactory answers have been received and the 
NKRCC will keep an eye on developments and the correspondence which is on-going. 
 
 4.  400 Club 
The 400 club has continued this year with a number of local organisations submitting 
requests for funding.  The committee tries to make sure that the donations are to local 
causes, and we try to allocate funding wisely and fairly.  We also signpost any 
applicant to other potential sources of funding, as appropriate. 
 
 
5.  Broadband 
We had a presentation on broad band in the area; while things seem to be moving at a 
painfully slow rate, it has been possible for individual arrangements to be made which 
has seen some improvements.  We await future developments. 
 
6.  Police attendance 
We have had a number of visits from the police; the view is that regular police reports 
are not required to be delivered in person, but the occasional visit is helpful for the local 
community to be able to raise any concerns. 



 
7.  Draft Scheme of Establishment for Community Councils 
We have been involved in formulating a response to the consultation on the 
regularisation and standardisation of Community Councils across Aberdeenshire.  It 
remains to be seen when the new scheme is implemented how much extra 
administration this will generate for the smaller community councils. 
 
8.  Other matters 
 
NKRCC continue to support the Woodland Trust and were pleased when their funding 
goal was attained and the woodland at Maryculter was purchased. 
 
Other milestones in the year are that Hillside School was opened, Lairhillock School 
had its 10-year celebration and Members of the CC attended the official opening of the 
Badentoy Community Recycling Centre 
 
Changes to the NKRCC committee included the resignation of Drew Russell as 
Chairman and Sharon Park as Secretary.  Our thanks go to both of them for the work 
undertaken on the community’s behalf.  The Vice Chair continued in office, and we 
were pleased to co-opt a new secretary recently.  Colin Pike resigned as Planning 
Officer to stand successfully as a local Councillor and I would like to thank him for the 
very helpful work he did over his time in office. I am pleased to say that we now have a 
new planning officer.  
 

  
4 Treasurer’s Report 

 
As of 31.05.17 we had £1,113.27 in the bank account. 
 
 
Income 

• The Aberdeenshire Council Admin Grant totalled £534.34, which was slightly 
more than last year at £485.66. 

• Due to a decision made at the end of 2016, there were no 400 Club tickets sold 
this year, so no income there. 

• Bank interest totalled £9.57 
• Unredeemed cheques totalled £110.00 

 
 

Expenditure 
• Annual subscription of £20 to Scotways.  
• Administrative costs totalled £60, which was for the website management fee for 

Zincweb. There were no fees for meeting at Lairhillock School and no 
Community Councillor charged for expenses or materials.  

• 400 Club prizes totalled £625 for the year and due to the decision made in late 
2016, the existing tickets from January 2016 continued to be used at no extra 
cost to the purchasers. 

• Grants allocated for the year totalled £900 to local groups: 
£200 – Maryculter Woodland Trust for a wooden bench 
£500 – Maryculter Youth Café for Sports Equipment in memory of Bailey 
Gwynne 
£200 – Maryculter Senior Citizens for their Christmas party 



 
The accounts were audited by Raymond Cowan, Chartered Accountant. 
 
NB – On 20 May, the Plant Sale and Coffee Morning run jointly with South Deeside 
View made a profit of £700 which will go toward the restoration fund for Maryculter 
Trinity Church restoration fund.  

 
One other notable matter was the problems with RBS after the handover of the role 
from the previous Treasurer, with repeated letters going unactioned, conflicting 
information to queries and the cessation of providing cheque books to holders of this 
type of account, all leading to the opening of a Treasurer’s account with the Bank of 
Scotland, which is now nearly complete. 

 
The accounts were proposed as correct by HIF and seconded by LC 
 

  
5 Retirals and Nominations 

 
• Henry Irvine-Fortescue was proposed as Chair. 
• Bob McKinney was proposed as Treasurer. 
• Mandi Dorward was proposed as Secretary. 
• Avril Tulloch and Susan Astell completed their three year term of office and 

indicated their willingness to continue. 
• Bob McKinney was nominated to re-join NKRCC by HIF, seconded by SA  

  
  
6 Election of Office Bearers and Auditors 

 
Chairman Henry Irvine-Fortescue Proposed by BM seconded by SP 
Secretary Mandi Dorward Proposed by HIF seconded by LC 
Treasurer Bob McKinney  Proposed by RF seconded by AT 
Planning Officer Rod Farquhar Proposed by HIF seconded by BM 
Webmaster/Press 
Officer 

Lynne Beard Continuing 

Minutes Secretary Avril Tulloch Continuing 
Auditor Raymond Cowan Continuing 

 
Other Responsibilities: 
 
Kincardine Development Partnership Bob McKinney 
Ward 17 Forum Henry Irvine-Fortescue 
Community Council Forum Susan Astell and any others 
Roads sub-committee Henry Irvine-Fortescue, Rod Farquhar & 

Susan Astell 
Maryculter Community Hall Committee Susan Astell 
Meikle Carewe Community Fund Laureen Canessa & Bob McKinney 
Chapelton Liason Group Laureen Canessa & Sharon Park 
Education and children Avril Tulloch 
Health and Social Services Susan Astell 
Rural matters Susan Astell 

 

  
7 Meeting Dates for 2017/8 



 
These continue to be usually on the third Monday of each month, with no meeting in 
July and the December one on the second Monday. All meetings will start at 7.30pm.  
The AGM will be on 18 June 2018. 
 
 
August 21st 2017 
September 18th 2017 
October 16th 2017 
November 20th 2017 
December 11th 2017 
January 15th 2018 
February 19th 2018 
March 19th 2018 
April 16th 2018 
May 21st 2018 
June 18th 2018 

 
  
8 AOCB 

 
• No items 

  
  
  
9 Next Meeting:  Monday, 21st August,7.30pm, at Lairhillock Primary School, Netherley. 
  
  
The meeting drew to a close at 8.30pm 
 


