
 

    
 

Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX, Tel: 01569 730706,  
e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk: website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Corbie Hall, Maryculter on 17 November 2014 at 7.30pm 

 
Draft    SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 

       
       Present   Representing 
 
Present  Present Representing 
Susan Astell  Maryculter Councillor Alison Evison (p/t) Aberdeenshire Council 
Avril Tulloch Maryculter Councillor Carl Nelson Aberdeenshire Council 
Hazel Witte Maryculter (Treasurer) Councillor Ian Mollison (p/t)  Aberdeenshire Council 
Laureen Canessa Maryculter   
Henry Irvine-Fortescue Maryculter   
Sharon Park Maryculter   
Lynne Beard Co-opted Webmaster   
 
Eight members of the public were present 
    
 

1. Apologies  
S. Fettig, Robin Baxter, Bob McKinney, Drew Tulloch sent their apologies.  Hazel took the chair in Robin’s 
absence. 

 
2. Police Report 
There was no police report tonight. Sgt Morrison to be asked to meeting on 8th December so we can pose any 
questions we have. 
 

      3. Minutes of the previous meeting 
 These were proposed by Susan and seconded by Laureen as an accurate record of that meeting. 
  

4. Matters arising 
Rural Schools and SDUF’s: Lairhillock Christmas Fair on 29th November 10-12noon. Lairhillock Christmas 
performances are P1-3 10th Dec at 2.15pm and 6pm. P4-7 11th Dec at 6pm with dress rehearsal on 10th. Nursery 
have their own performance on 12th Dec. at 9.30am. Church Service is 19th December at Kirkton of Maryculter 
Church at 10am. 
Banchory-Devenick school to visit Lairhillock to see the upper school’s panto. Banchory-Devenick’s own school 
panto is on the afternoon of 17th December. 
No reports from Mothers and Toddlers, Playgroup or Youth Café. 
 
Website: A couple of Letters of Representation still to go on website. MOP mentioned that he had been sent a 
scam email purporting to be from NKRCC. The email had fax in the title but no such email exists for NKRCC. 

 
Roads:   Roads Dept recent meeting proposes new sign and painted SLOW sign on Netherley Road B979 
northwards  at ‘Morven’ near Burnside Kennels due to number of incidents of vehicles leaving the road there. This 
item will come up at next Council meeting for discussion/approval. 
 
Blairs: Lights failures. Blythe Utilities are responsible for maintaining the temporary traffic lights. They will not be 
leaving a sign with a contact number to report failures as they are already aware of faults as soon as they occur. 



 

Traffic lights will be required until mid December and hopefully only through the day from December 1.  It is 
thought that the South Deeside Road will be shut again on 28-30th November although no one has seen any 
notifications from Aberdeenshire Council yet.  
There was quite a bit of discussion on the potential danger on the South Deeside Road after dark when driving 
through the chicane formed by the two traffic islands and parking bays without any street lighting. Also, concern 
was expressed about the lack of liaison with the Muir Group compared with Chapelton.  Councillor Carl Nelson 
will ask Willie Munro if he can try to set up some sort of formal group and NKRCC will write Alan Farningham on 
both matters. 
 
ACTION (Henry): Request an additional member of NKRCC is added to Council email distribution list for 
temporary road closures.  
ACTION (Cllr Nelson): Ask W. Munro about safety issues caused by lighting failures and also to progress setting 
up a formal liaison group with regular meetings of all interested parties. 
ACTION (Hazel): Write to Alan Farningham about a liaison group and the traffic islands at Blairs. 
 
 
Webmaster had already circulated a draft submissions for the public to advise of speeding traffic, minor incidents 
etc which go unreported to the relevant authorities. Any information received will be assessed to see if there is a 
need for further action. It was agreed to proceed and to investigate if it was possible to text in any information too. 
 
ACTION (Lynne/Sharon:) Investigate other ways to collect roads data. 
 
AWPR 
Recent AWPR works of forestry removal are causing extensive usage of the minor roads including wear and tear to 
edges of them. Henry had spoken to the forestry company (Treeline) who advised that wherever possible, the trucks 
were trying to avoid key rat run times but it was not always possible. Ideal times would be between 9.30 and 3pm. 
It often depended when delivery spots were available to them. 
 
MOP concerned at the amount of traffic on back roads. Cllr Nelson thought it would be an idea for Mike Stuart of 
Roads Dept to come to a meeting to take questions. It was noted that the Blairs development does not enjoy the 
same regular meetings of all parties concerned as the Chapelton Development and there was much support for 
getting a liaison group set up with all concerned parties to meet regularly and having the contractors present to give 
updates. There was much discussion around the erosion of the road edges and the number of unofficial passing 
places that had now appeared. A suggestion that more laybys are needed on those back roads which are and will be 
affected by AWPR traffic, was fully supported.  A few laybys are urgently needed on the U63K now, where French 
drain size stones have been used to strengthen the verge in places, and will be soon on the C5K and its side roads.   
 
ACTION (Cllr Nelson): Contact roads department re. plans for passing places to avoid more road damage. 
ACTION(Bob): NKRCC letter to Roads department expressing our concern about the laybys.  
 
 
It was disappointing to hear that gorse clearance for the AWPR appeared to be insensitive to local badgers who 
were to have their setts relocated prior to works commencing. It was thought that the same fate may have met  
squirrels with the recent tree clearing. It is unclear if the appointed Environmental Clerk of Works was present to 
oversee this. 
 
ACTION (Henry): Contact the Environmental Clerk of Works for his comments on this 
 
The archeological digs near to the Maryculter Bridge showed evidence of Neolithic hunter/gatherers and some 
Roman finds. The dig will be documented but the area not preserved. 

 
Henry advised that the impact of the AWPR for forest owners, who have already endured compulsory land 
purchase, continues with wind-firm edges of forestry now removed in the most recent works leaving remaining 
trees destabilised and vulnerable to being blown down. Clearance of fallen trees is more costly than felling. The re-
scoping of land owners' ongoing management plans now has more urgency. 

 
There were further complains about the tall beech trees which form high hedge on the north side of the South 
Deeside road from east of the Ardoe House entrance to the Banchory-Devenick Church road and beyond.  These 
now protrude on to the road, causing hazards when lorries straddle the white line to avoid them.  It was noted that 
the branches were once far enough back from the road to allow a pavement beneath.   
ACTION (Bob): Write again on this matter, noting that trees on the south side of the road were pruned earlier in 
the year after our previous request, but that somehow the Council did not complete the job.  
 



 

Maryculter Woodlands Trust: Updated website and facebook page now running. Winter Wonderland Woodland 
Walk on December 7th at 2-3pm. Meet at woods entrance on Polston Road 1.45pm. All welcome including dogs. 
Mulled wine, soft drinks and mince pies. 

 
 Meikle Carewe Wind Farm Community Fund: Three out of four applicants were successful. Friendship club 

secured £1000, as did Maryculter Driving for the Disabled. Lairhillock School did not secure funding for their 
outdoor classroom as their application did not meet qualifying criteria of having planning permission in place at 
time of submission. Unconfirmed other recipient of funds was Cookney Hall. 

 
5. Planning 
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST MEETING: 
 
APP/2014/3436 Bankhead Refuse Transfer Station, Portlethen 
No issues 
APP/2014/3437 Bankhead Refuse Transfer Station, Portlethen 
No issues 
APP/2014/3479 Land to the north of Lodge Croft, Cammachmore ( Including Erection of house /workshop / road) 
No issues 
APP/2014/3673 4 The Meadows, Kirkton of Maryculter (Installation of woodburning stove) 
No issues 
APP/2014/3633 Stripesides, Netherley (Erection of 3 dwellinghouses) 
Objection to be sent, citing similar comments to previous application for sheds at this site and once built, the 
subsequent change of use to residential thereafter as predicted by NKRCC. Sheds in this application are in very 
poor condition and are of flimsy construction so not ‘buildings’. Two of the ‘replacement’ buildings are not even 
sited where the sheds are currently. It is understood that the owner has the intent to build more houses in this area. 
APP/2014/3555 Land adjacent to Meikle Carewe Wind Farm, Netherley (Sled Dog Visitor Centre) 
Letter of Concern to be sent regarding the dogs welfare. Will the dogs be onsite overnight and how will they be 
supervised? There is no overnight accommodation for workers. 
 
6. Finance    
Two letters of thanks since last meeting; Portlethen Ambulance £200 and Maryculter Senior Citizens £200. 
We have £478 of which £165 is earmarked for 400 Club prizes.  
400 Club.  Sales packs of 2015 tickets were distributed and the following draws made: 
£30 no. 117; £20 no. 174; £15 no. 129 and £10 no. 421. 
 

        7. Correspondence and Licensing Applications 
Two letters of correspondence - £25 to pay to Protection of Rural Scotland Society membership and also a letter 
from Aileen Stewart regarding the number of accidents at Burnside Kennels. 
 
Old Mill Inn – Sir Robert Smith has written to Henry. The Old Mill Inn is not yet sold but a MOP has spoken to 
the prospective buyer and further information awaited. 
 
8. AOCB 
Community Council Forum on 20th November. Hazel and Susan will attend. 
 
Sharon spoke about the possibility of using Office 365 for NKRCC. Handouts were given showing business class 
email features and we would be able to share files, video conference etc. Cost could possibly be free. 
ACTION(All): Review handout for discussion at next meeting. 
 
9. Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Monday, 8th December 2014 at Corbie Hall, at 7.30pm. This meeting then closed at 
9.40pm.  
 
 


