
    
 

Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX, Tel: 01569 730706,  
e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk: website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

 
            Minutes of the meeting held in Corbie Hall, Maryculter on 20 October 2014 at 7.30pm 
 

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL  
       
       Present    
       Robin Baxter  Vice Chairman               Councillor Ian Mollison, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Hazel Witte  Treasurer             Councillor Carl Nelson, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Drew Russell                           Councillor Alison Evison, Aberdeenshire Council  
       Susan Astell 
       Lynne Beard 
                    
Twelve members of the public were present. 
         
1. Apologies 
Bob McKinney, Avril Tulloch, S. Fettig, Sharon Park, Laureen Cannessa and Henry Irvine-Fortescue tendered their 
apologies during this school holiday. 
 
2. Police Report and Presentations 
No Police report had been submitted. 
 
AWPR: John McKay of Treeline Forestry Ltd and Alastair Martin, site co-ordinator, outlined plans for removal of 
timber from Kingcausie estate over the next six weeks. Clear felling has started and 1,500 tonnes of timber will be 
transported by 42t. articulated vehicles via the loading point on road number U63K towards Burnhead from October 
27 then south towards the Lairhillock (and possibly north via East Maryculter) then on to the timber mills.  This road 
is currently in a poor state; they took a record of its condition prior to starting work and it will deteriorate further.  The 
contractors will be asked to come between 9.30 and 3pm to minimize traffic blockage, but this will not always be 
possible.  They welcomed the suggestion to contact local media to inform road users and will do so, and warnings can 
be posted on the NKRCC website and Facebook. Timber removal should be complete by the end of November though 
brash will be cleared after that. 
John McKay can be contacted on: Email: john@treelineforestry.co.uk or Mob: 07736 836 740. 
 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting 
These were proposed as accurate by Hazel Witte, seconded by Susan Astell. 
 
4. Matters arising 
Rural Schools and SDUF’s: Nothing new to report 
 
Social media:  Lynne reported that she has added the road numbering map to the NKRCC website and will soon de-
activate the old NKRCC website with the ‘org’ suffix. 
Email discussion about our developing Facebook site resulted in a decision to use only the original Group site and 
delete the Facebook page.  Lynne will liaise with Sharon on this. 
 
Roads, inc. AWPR 
Bob will invite Sergeant Neil Morrison of the Traffic Police to address our November meeting since he was unable to 
come in October. 
 
Traffic lights on the South Deeside Road at Blairs have stuck at red on a few occasions recently and the sign giving an 
emergency number has disappeared.  Robin will contact the contractors to ask for its replacement. 



 
Lynne and Sharon will draft a proposal for a traffic offence reporting system through a link from the NKRCC 
website.  Lynne suggested that ‘Survey Monkey’ or similar vehicle will be considered and they will bring this to the 
November meeting. 
 
AWPR: Robin has been in contact with the Public Relations person who has promised future liaison with the 
community.and will request an update.  Kees Witte, representing the Hall committee has had similar preliminary 
discussions. 
No application has been made yet for improving the entrance from the Mill In  site to the South Deeside road, since in 
its current state it is no suitable for the anticipated buses.  Purchase negotiations may not yet be complete.  
Clearance of scrub has started on the AWPR route. 
 
Maryculter Woodlands Trust: Ed Thorogood reported on a successful AGM, recruitment of 40 members and an 
enjoyable Beer Fest fundraiser which generated £660 
 
Meikle Carewe Wind Farm Community Fund:  The closing date for applications was 30 September and the 
awarding committee, including Bob will meet on 12 November.  
 
Cookney War Memorial: Colin Pike reported that he plus Bob McKinney and Robin Winmill had installed the new 
wrought iron bench beside the War Memorial on Saturday October 18.  It is secured by six bolts on a concrete base 
which are invisible under grey granite chips. Thanks were expressed to Colin who took the lead on this venture. 
    A cheque for £450 from an anonymous local donor covered much of the cost with the balance of £200 funded by 
NKRCC.  No request was made to the Council ‘Top-Up’ fund on learning of the large donation.  We have yet to 
discuss whether the question of whether an incised stone in the dyke behind is required to mark the installation. 
   The roadway at this right angled blind corner is in a poor state with large pot holes. Cllr. Nelson indicated that he 
had spoken to Stuart MacFarlane of the Road Dept. about this and would remind him.  
 
Kincardineshire Development Partnership (KDP):  This was inaugurated on September 25 after the previous group, 
Kincardine and Mearns Development Partnership (KMAP) was wound up.  Hazel attended and has passed on all 
information to Robin, who will represent NKRCC on this new representative group. (initial meeting October 30 at 
7pm and AGM on November 27) 
 
5. Planning 
PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS 
Drumduan Lodge: S. Fettig had sent a strong letter of objection on behalf of NKRCC. 
Kempstone Hill wind turbines: The appeal was upheld. 
Townhead, Ardoe: pending 
Land at Schoolhill:  The appeal against refusal has not yet been determinded.. 
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST MEETING  
APP/2014/3137   Unit 3, Burnside Steading, Netherley, Stonehaven AB39 3RB.  Full Planning permission for  change 
of use from Class 4 (business) to Class 9 (dwellinghouse). 
APP/2014/ 3338   Land at Newlands Woods west of Red Lodge, Blairs, Aberdeen .  Prior notification for erection of 
storage building (forestry equipment and logs). 
 
Charlie and Carol McBain, owners of the site near Burnside, Maryculter, recently approved for construction of three 
holiday lodges, indicated that they had reported to the Police, removal of a plastic drainage pipe beneath the entry to 
their property.  
Conditions applying to this application had been circulated by email. 
 
Concern was again expressed about the Council’s apparent inability to recruit Planning Enforcement Officers, a 
situation which leads to blatant disregard for some planning conditions. 
 
6. Finance    
NKRCC has £1,573 with £265 of this allocated to 400 Club cash prizes.  
 
A letter of thanks had come in from the Maryculter Baby and Toddler Group, indicating that their repaired toy shed 
roof was now watertight after spending the NKRCC grant of £130. 
 
Further investigation about the Portlethen and District Voluntary Community Ambulance Association’s request for 
funding towards purchase of a replacement ambulance, revealed that they had a policy of running the vehicle to the 
end of its warranty period, and a planned rate of exchange for a new model.  It was decided to award them £200. 
 



Maryculter Senior Citizens Association requested funding towards their annual Christmas party and £200 was agreed, 
as last year. 
 
The following draws were made: 
 £20 - #56, £15 - #406 and £10- #232.  
 
7. Correspondence and Licensing Applications 
There were no Licensing Applications.  Councillor Nelson indicated that there are vacancies on the Licensing 
committee, but had no volunteers. 
 
Kingcausie Estate – Scoping of long term forest plan: Bidwells circulated this to some landowners adjacent to the 
estate (including Maryculter Hall trustees) on October 7 for comment by October 24.  NKRCC was on the circulation 
list via Henry Irvine-Fortescue who was currently away from home, so it could not be considered.  Robin will contact 
Bidwells and ask for more time.  Preliminary suggestions were removing fallen trees from the Corbie burn to reduce 
another possible build up of debris and flooding, and a planned programme of hedge cutting. 
 
30 mph restrictions at Blairs:  The draft Permanent Traffic Regulation Order on the B9077 had been circulated as a 
pre-committee consultation exercise by Email on 29.9.14.  This was noted with our Roads Sub-Committee to deal 
with it. 
 
Model Scheme of Establishment for Community Councils:  This draft was circulated on Sept 29 and comments 
requested by October 24, but more time is required for discussion, particularly possible boundary changes at Hillside 
and Badentoy, which may be more usefully suitably incorporated into Portlethen CC so that we retain our rural status.   
Robin will follow this up and it will be discussed at a Community Council Forum meeting on November 20. (Susan) 
 
Vodaphone Rural Open Rure Signal Programme:  This had been circulated, but since it requires at least 4MB 
broadband download speed, is not suitable yet for our area. 
 
8. AOCB 
Colin Pike raised the possibility of considering a long term plan to site a new community centre within Maryculter 
Woodlands. 
 
Broadband:  Digital Scotland Superfast Broadband is coming to the Newtonhill telephone exchange in Spring 2015.  
It was noted that although broadband had reached the BT green cabinet near Milltimber bridge from the Peterculter 
exchange, it has still not been ‘enabled’ for customers south of the river.  Broadband has also reached another cabinet 
near Ardoe House Hotel. 
 
Remembrance Sunday, November 9:  Memorial Services are at Maryculter Church at 10.30am and Cookney War 
Memorial at 3pm.  Wreaths from: http://www.ladyhaigspoppyfactory.org.uk/product-category/poppy-wreaths/ 
 
9. Closed meeting on 29 September 
Our current lack of a chairman and resignation of secretary Bob Mckinney from the end of the year were discussed. 
Suggestions for additional members were discussed and each will be contacted.  Sharon will investigate how the role 
of secretary can be facilitated by the use of IT Office 365 / Sharepoint, and will set up a sample system for 
consideration at the November meeting.  If this proves feasible she will consider taking on the role of secretary.  
Members should also provide their reports for the minutes ‘print ready’ to aid collation.  
Representation on various organizations was agreed as follows: 
 
 Kincardine Development Partnership:       Robin 
 Ward 17 Forum                                   Two meeting per year               Henry Irvine-Fortescue plus others. 
 K an M Community Council Forum           Two meetings per year                Susan Astell plus others 
 K and M Community Safety Group            S. Fettig will continue, though there is probably no need to attend each 
of the six-weekly meetings since most are on urban problems. 
 Meikle Carewe Wind Farm Community Fund   This has two meeting each year in October and November 
to allocate annual funds.  Current representatives are Bob and deputy Hazel. 
 Maryculter Community Hall Committee     Meetings every 6 – 8 weeks       Susan Astell 
 Chapelton Liaison Group                              Occasional meetings    S. Fettig and Sharon Park 
 
 
10. Next Meeting 

          Monday, 17 November 2014, at Corbie Hall, Maryculter at 7.30pm. This meeting then closed at 9.20pm.  
 


