
    
 

Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX, Tel: 01569 730706,  
e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk: website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Corbie Hall, Maryculter on 15 September 2014 at 7.30pm 

 
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL  

       
       Present    
       Robin Baxter   Vice Chairman    Councillor Ian Mollison, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Bob McKinney   Secretary  Councillor Carl Nelson, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Hazel Witte   Treasurer               Councillor Alison Evison, Aberdeenshire Council  
        

Susan Astell,  Lynne Beard, Laureen Canessa, Jutta Chang, S. Fettig, Henry Irvine-Fortescue,  Sharon Park and 
Avril Tulloch    

                            
Ten members of the public were present. 
         
1. Welcome and apologies 
Mel Griffiths, recently appointed minister of Banchory-Devenick and Maryculter-Cookney Parish Church was 
welcomed to his first meeting. 
Drew Russell was unable to attend and tendered his apologies. 
 
2. Police Report and Presentations 
No Police report had been submitted. Councillor Mollison reported that only 3 speeding tickets had been given in 
North Kincardine Ward during  the last three months, preference being given to stopping and ‘educating’ speeding 
drivers.   
 
3. Minutes of the previous meeting 
The following amendments were made: 
Section 2, paragraph 3: Replace ‘ Bob and Sharon would discuss the pros and cons of the Facebook sites to see 
which served NKRCC best’ to ‘ Bob and Sharon would try to produce a draft social media plan for consideration at 
the September meeting’. To date they had been unable to do so. 
Section 5 Planning: Replace the Banchory-Devenick Heights report with ‘has been determined by the Local 
Review Body’. 
The amended minute was proposed by Avril Tulloch and seconded by Henry Irvine-Fortescue as an accurate record 
of the August meeting.  
  
4. Matters arising 
Rural Schools and SDUF’s; 
Members of the Playgroup have expressed concern about access to Corbie Hall from October onwards.  Kees Witte 
of the Hall Committee gave reassurance that access will be maintained. 
 
Social media:  Lynne reported that the NKRCC website was becoming well known with an average 174 ‘hits’ in a 
week, probably due to its contact via the South Deeside View Facebook. The most popular section was planning 
applications. She will add the map with road numberings.  An old NKRCC website with the ‘org’ suffix needs to 
be de-activated, so she will see to this. 
Facebook and Pinterest:  Bob and Sharon have had some discussion on these with advice from Emma Lester-
Smith, co-editor of South Deeside View.  There is a need to ensure that NKRCC and South Deeside View social 
media sites are complementary and avoid undue repetition. 

 
Roads, inc. AWPR:  
Yvonne Gilfillan, Corporate Social Responsibility manager AWPR CJV (Construction Joint Venture) of Connect 
Roads Consortium will move to our area if/when the Old Mill Inn is sold, and has offered to speak to NKRCC and 



any concerned groups.  She will be involved with community liaison during road construction.  Robin will write 
again to the Consortium asking to be kept up to date. 
 
Discussion on continuing concerns with inappropriate driving on country roads continued.  Bob indicated that there 
are only around 6 Police traffic officers covering the area between Aberdeen’s Leggart Terrace and 
Northwaterbridge. The use of hand-held speed cameras is restricted to the few who are trained to use them.  
Procurators Fiscal have discretion whether to prosecute and are unlikely to do so unless there is proof of driving 
substantially above the speed limit as it is not uncommon for speedometers to be inaccurate by up to 10%. There is 
a need to devise a local system of recording inappropriate driving, whether as speeding, dangerous driving or non-
reportable accidents to provide statistics as evidence to the authorities.  Dangerous driving should always be 
reported to the Police with as full details as possible. The complainer will be asked whether he wants the other 
driver to be charged.   

 
Bob will invite Sergeant Neil Morrison of the Traffic Police to address our October meeting with the Roads sub-
committee (Robin, Susan, Henry, Colin Pike and George Masson) preparing a list of questions. 

 
Maryculter Woodlands Trust: Ed Thorogood gave an invitation to their AGM on 30 September at 7.30pm in 
Maryculter Church Hall.  There will be an election to the board which will be entrusted with taking the project 
through to full ownership of the woods. They plan to have another fund-raising event in October. 
 
Meikle Carewe Wind Farm Community Fund:  The closing date for applications is 30 September and the 
awarding committee will meet on 12 November.  Bob is the NKRCC representative. 
 
5. Planning 
PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS 
APP/2467 - Holiday lodges near Burnside Farm, Maryculter.  This has been approved despite 13 objections 
and no letters of support.  This led to much discussion based on several areas of concern including the applicant’s 
preparation work without planning permission, a business plan perceived to be unviable and his statement to the 
Area Committee that there was great demand from local businesses for temporary accommodation for visiting 
contractors – not holidaymakers.  
 
A vote was taken on the request that NKRCC should ask for further information on this decision under the 
Freedom of Information act, and this was carried. Elected Members were left in no doubt that NKRCC is deeply 
disturbed about this decision which some felt brings the Planning system into disrepute.  Bob will circulate the 
many conditions applying to this application. It was noted that there was little evidence of checking on adherence 
to planning conditions, as evidenced by another building approved for holiday letting nearby, which has had the 
same residents for eight months now.  Cllr Mollison responded that the Council was trying to recruit former police 
officers as enforcement officers due to a current shortage.   
 
Cllr. Mollison pointed out that objectors can request to address the Area committee by the Friday previous to the 
meeting.  He also indicated that Elected Members had no choice but to approve the application since it satisfied 
planning guidelines. 
 
Kempstone Hill wind turbines: a site visit is planned. 
Land at Schoolhill:  the appeal against refusal continues. 
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST MEETING  
APP/2014/2991; Braeside, Banchory-Devenick, Aberdeen AB12 5XP - Planning permission in principle for 
alteration and extension to dwellinghouse, 
APP/2014/3034; Site at Blairs, Aberdeenshire - Erection of temporary sales complex, four flags and associated car 
parking area, 
APP/2014/3047; Land at and adjacent to Blairs, Blairs College estate, Aberdeen - Erection of dwellinghouse and 
garage (change of house position) at plot H41, APP/ 2013/1291, 
APP/2014/3049; Land at and adjacent to Blairs, Blairs College estate, Aberdeen - Erection of dwellinghouse and 
garage (change of house position) at plot H23, APP/ 2013/1291, 
APP/2014/3048; Land at and adjacent to Blairs, Blairs College estate, Aberdeen - Erection of dwellinghouse and 
garage (change of house position) at plot H03, APP/ 2013/1291, 
APP/2014/3044; Stoneyhill House, Netherley, Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire, AB39 3SD - Change of use of house 
class 9, (house) to class 10, (residential institution), 
APP/2014/3065; Hilldowntree Cottage, Banchory-Devenick, Aberdeen, AB12 5XN - Alteration and extension to 
dwelling house,  
APP/2014/3225; Cairnihillock, Netherley, Stonehaven, AB29 3QR - Full planning permission for alteration and 
extension to dwellinghouse 
 
 



6. Finance    
NKRCC has £1,386 with £385 of this allocated to 400 Club cash prizes.  
 
Two requests for funding were received: 
Maryculter Baby and Toddler Group - A request for £130 for repair of their toy storage shed roof was approved. 
 
Portlethen and District Voluntary Community Ambulance Association’s request for funding towards purchase of a 
replacement ambulance was discussed. Concern was expressed that their current one was purchased just over three 
years ago and that the mileage given should not normally lead to a need for replacement so soon.  Hazel will make 
further enquiries. 
 
An enquiry about funding of Neighbourhood Watch signs was discussed.  It is the responsibility of each individual 
Watch to fund their own signs, usually by sharing the cost among members. 
 
The following draws were made: 
£30 - #246, £20 - #327, £15 - #394 and £1 0- #341.  
It was agreed to run the 400 Club again in 2015. 
 
7. Correspondence and Licensing Applications 
There were no Licensing Applications. 
KMAP: There will be a meeting on Thursday 25 September at 7pm in Inverbervie Burgh Hall when KMAP will 
be wound up to be replaced by the Kincardine Development Partnership. Bob hopes to attend, but will alert other 
members if unable to do so, since we should have a representative. 
 
8. AOCB 
Cookney War Memorial: Colin Pike showed the cast iron bench made by blacksmith Barry Beattie from Alford, 
then sand-blasted and coated so that it should require little maintenance. The sub-group – Colin, George Masson 
and Bob McKinney - will seek funding locally in the knowledge that NKRCC previously agreed to underwrite its 
purchase.  It was suggested that the Aberdeenshire Council ‘Top-Up fund should be approached soon – Colin to 
follow this up by contacting Karen McWilliam. Bob will contact a potential anonymous local donor to confirm his 
previous offer.  An application could also be made to the Meikle Carewe Fund.  There will not be a plaque on the 
seat itself, but acknowledgement of a large donation and/or that it was installed to mark 100 years since WW1, 
could be made by incising a stone in the dyke behind.  Colin will organize a work party for installation in early 
October. 
 
South Deeside View: Emma Lester-Smith has taken over as co-editor from Hazel Witte, and will share editorship 
with Lynne Beard. Emma has set up a Facebook page as well. The September issue has been distributed to most 
areas.  Robin Baxter will arrange for those remaining in Banchory-Devenick to be done this week.  Thanks were 
given to the many distributors of the 950 issues produced, and to the editors.    
 
Blairs Development: The Muir Group have named the first 44 houses adjacent to the South Deeside Road 
‘Riverside of Blairs’, as can be seen on the new housing yellow road signs. 
 
Chapelton Liaison Group: Sean and Sharon attended the meeting on 27 August. Most services have been 
installed, 28 houses are under construction with 7 sold and a further 30 reserved.  Bus stops will be installed in the 
‘Park and Choose’ soon, replacing those on the A90. There is demand for bungalows, but none are planned in the 
near future. Two show houses will open in October and the third in January 2015. NKRCC members are invited to 
view the show houses one evening – to be discussed at our October meeting.  
 
Durris Day: Durris residents are holding a fund-raising event on Saturday 20 September from11am to 5pm in 
Durris Hall. Maryculter Carriage Driving for the Disabled have one of several sales stalls and there will be 
refreshments and musical entertainment. 
 
Production of Minutes: Hazel Witte has produced draft minutes for the Secretary to check and send out, for 
around 18 months now, having offered to do so only in the short term. A replacement is requested. Bob will send 
Hazel the June AGM minute within the next few days, as it is required to accompany the annual accounts and 
request for administration funding from Aberdeenshire Council for 2015. 
 
9. Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Monday, 20 October 2014, at Corbie Hall, Maryculter at 7.30pm. This meeting then 
closed at 10.05pm.  
 
 
 
 


