
    
 

Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX, Tel: 01569 730706,  
e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk: website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Corbie Hall, Maryculter on 19 May 2014 at 7.30pm 

 
Draft    SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 

       
       Present   Representing 
       Rob Winmill   Cookney/Netherley   Councillor Alison Evison, Aberdeenshire Council 
       S. Fettig   Cookney/Netherley  Councillor Carl Nelson, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Susan Astell   Maryculter                Councillor Ian Mollison, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Avril Tulloch                             Maryculter  (acting secretary)   
       Hazel Witte                                Maryculter  (acting chairwoman) 

 
Eight members of the public were present. 

         
1. Apologies  
Robin Baxter and Bob McKinney sent their apologies. 
 
2. Police Report 
PC Kevin McGhee was unable to attend but sent in a report indicating that the only recent recorded crime in our 
area was theft from a motor vehicle at Old Mill of Monquich, Netherley.  There have been reports of cold-callers 
trying to sell goods and services in rural areas.  If they appear suspicious, he asks us to call the Police 101 number 
with a description and registration number of any vehicle used. 

 
      3. Minutes of the previous meeting 
 These were approved by Rob Winmill and seconded by S Fettig as an accurate record of that meeting. All three 

Elected Members reported that they had not received Minutes and Agendas since March, so Bob will be asked to 
rectify this. 

 
4. Matters arising 
Rural Schools and SDUF’s: Banchory-Devenick School Fair is on Saturday 31 May from 2 to 4pm 
Lairhillock School Parent Council have e-mailed to thank those who have donated clothing to their recycling 
scheme whose RagBag skip is in the recycling centre at the back of the Lairhillock Inn car park.  This has raised 
£1,200 in the last year which will be used within the school.  They also recycle printer cartridges, used stamps, 
mobile phones and will soon add reading glasses too.  Bob McKinney can be contacted via Facebook for further 
information. 
 
Website:  Steve Taylor has started the handover of webmaster responsibility to Lynne Beard, and has agreed to 
provide holiday cover for her.  Rob is supplying her with planning updates. 

 
 Plant Sale and Coffee Morning: This annual event, organized jointly by NKRCC and South Deeside View on 

Saturday 17 May, was well attended and took in £716 from sale of plants and £236 from admission charges – 
which included refreshments, making a record total of £952.  From this £60 of this was paid for hire of the hall and 
the Maryculter Woodland Trust received £905.50, which included some direct donations.  The many participants 
who made this happen were thanked for their considerable efforts.  

 
Roads:  Comments were made about the poor condition of back roads being used by drivers avoiding road works 
on the B9077 South Deeside Road.  Pot holes, road edge erosion and damage to drains were becoming more 
evident and many vehicles were being driven at inappropriate speeds.   



Blairs Development:  Councillor Evison facilitated a meeting between two representatives of the Muir Group and 
NKRCC on 5 May, which had the aim of developing a working relationship, so that residents can be kept aware of 
ongoing developments.  A report of the meeting is attached below and will be added to the NKRCC website. It also 
appears that some drivers are taking little notice of the 30mph signs at each end of the Blairs development and the 
suggestion made that 30MPH should also be white-marked on the tarmac. 
 
Also, traffic backs up at the Milltimber bridge/ B9077 junction during rush hours and this is expected to worsen 
considerably during the third phase of utilities pipe-laying between Kincairn and this junction.  The Elected 
Members will ask the Roads Dept whether they have a plan to manage this.  Henry Irvine-Fortesque added that off-
peak traffic lights will be required at this junction when his dyke is being repaired opposite this junction.  There are 
still no road markings at this junction after 18 months of repeat reporting the situation reporting. Councillor 
Mollison has discussed this with the Roads Dept, who claim to have sent someone to inspect the site and he will 
follow this up. Henry I-F queried what would be the legal situation in the case of accidents. 
 
Ditch clearance on Maryculter side roads by contractors has led to further problems.  Large stones are among the 
debris deposited on road verges which means that the annual vegetation cutting will be compromised.  Water flow 
on roads or higher fields cannot flow into the ditches due to these deposits, leading to flooded roads. 
 
Some road signs are being obscured by vegetation, mainly trees.  The owners should be requested to lop off the 
offending branches or, it was suggested, this could be done by any of us. 
 
The Roads Sub-Committee – Robin Baxter, Colin Pike, George Masson and Susan Astell plus new member 
Henry I-F will follow up these problems and present summaries of their negotiations at future NKRCC meetings 
rather than have each problem aired at full meetings. 

 
 Maryculter Woodlands Trust: David Brainwood reported that the Quiz Evening on 25 April had raised around 

£400. A representative of the Scottish Land Fund was shown round the wood the same day and will act as an 
advocate in preparing applications for substantial funding to various sources as well as providing guidance on their 
business plan.  Expenses so far have been considerable, but necessary.  Six members had assisted with the Coffee 
Morning / Plant Sale on 17 May as it had been agreed that the MWT would receive the net profit generated, so 
David thanked both NKRCC and South Deeside View for enabling this to happen. 

 
5. Planning 
Previous applications going to appeal: 
Devenick Heights: This will go to the Local Review Body in June.  After discussion it was agreed that there was 
no need to expand on our previous objections. 
 
Alhamra: The owner has appealed against refusal, and the Reporter will see our previous objections. 
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST MEETING: 
APP/2014/1488; Stripeside, Netherley, Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire, AB39 3QU - Received: Sat 12 Apr 2014, 
Validated: Mon 21 Apr 2014, Status: Pending consideration - Conversion of existing redundant buildings to 3 No. 
dwellinghouses with detached garages including change of use of land to domestic garden ground 
 
APP/2014/1747; Land at Schoolhill, Portlethen, Aberdeen - Received: Tue 06 May 2014, Validated: Tue 06 May 
2014, Status: Pending consideration - Variation of condition 1 (Time) of previously approved (APP/2000/0006) 
 
APP/2014/1417; Auchlunies House, Blairs, Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire, AB12 5YS - Received: Tue 08 Apr 2014, 
Validated: Thu 08 May 2014, Status: Pending consideration - Installation of 2 replacement external doors (Flats 2 
and 4) 

 
Stripeside: Rob outlined our previous comments on these three buildings, and discussion focused on the fact that 
they had been constructed in the form of houses and never been used as agricultural buildings.  No objections have 
been listed to date.  Rob will write a letter of concern that the Planning system is being abused in this manner, yet 
again.  He will also list other similar local abuses for consideration at the next meeting. 
 
Proposed chalets by Burnside, Maryculter:  No planning application has been made yet, but the owner has 
constructed access and altered the road verge drainage despite knowing that he requires Council permission to 
excavate. Councillors were asked whether the Planning Dept ever considered prosecution of deliberate flouting of 
planning conditions! 
 



Aberdeenshire Council Planning List: A 20 page list of instructions on how to access planning applications is 
now available on Aberdeenshire Council website.  In summary this can be done by following this route:  
www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk - Planning section: Public Access Register: Planning: Monthly list (the weekly list is 
not yet functioning properly): NKRCC 
 
Our Secretary Bob has requested that a weekly list be e-mailed to him until the system is fully operational.  It 
includes a function to register for an alert system indicating applications in particular areas. 
.  
6. Finance    
NKRCC has £2,381 with £580 of this allocated to 400 Club cash prizes. 
 
Dianne Brown, Leader of the Banchory-Devenick, Maryculter-Cookney Church Youth Café described their need 
for a shed to store equipment.  They now have 62 members aged from 11 to upper teens, with an average weekly 
attendance of over 40.  Members expressed their appreciation of those who run this local group and awarded £600.  
Councillor Nelson suggested they apply to the Area Fund for additional money via Karen McWilliam, and her 
phone number was provided.  The Fund committee meets next month. 
 
War Memorials: Colin Pike brought a slotted metal bench to show what could be made by a local blacksmith for 
an estimated £650 for siting beside the Cookney War Memorial.  He can arrange for the paint finish to be added 
without further costs.  It was agreed that NKRCC should underwrite this cost, but approaches should be made to 
the War Memorial Fund and a request made to Aberdeenshire Council for a granite slab foundation to which the 
bench will be bolted. Councillor Nelson has approached the Roads Dept regarding repair of the nearby road. A sub-
committee of Bob McKinney, Colin Pike and George Masson will carry this project forward and seek further 
sponsorship. 
 
The following draws were made: 
£30 - #400, £20 - #413; £15 -#317 and £10 - #34 
 
7. Correspondence and Licensing Applications 
There were no Licensing Applications. 
Blairs Development: Aberdeenshire Council asks us for suggested names for the first 44 houses along the South 
Deeside Road, with Brig o’Blairs being the developer’s suggestion.  (We were led to believe that this had already 
been agreed at the meeting with the Muir Group on 5 May!)  It was pointed out that there is a house nearby called 
Briggs of Blair, so this could cause confusion.  All suggestions should be sent to secretary Bob by the end of May, 
to be forwarded to the Council or directly to Alan Mitchell of the Roads Dept.  Bob has already suggested 
Roadside of Blairs.  If there is disagreement between the developer and residents, then the Area committee will 
make the final decision.  
 
The Meikle Carewe Community Fund will open for applications on 1 July and close on 30 September 2014. The 
panel will then meet in late October or early November. We are invited to nominate a representative and substitute, 
to sit on the committee by the end of May.  Bob McKinney was the substitute last year and has offered to take this 
on with Hazel Witte as substitute.  Bob should circulate this information to all local clubs and societies. 
 
8. AOCB 
AWPR: Robin Baxter and Rob Winmill recently attended a presentation for Community Councils at Woodhill 
House. This can be seen on the PDF attached to an e-mail sent to all NKRCC members on 19.5.2014. Contracts 
will be allocated this Autumn and completion anticipated in Spring 2018.  There has been no discussion of a link to 
Chapelton to date. Queries on fabrication yards, traffic management etc. could not be answered since this is up to 
the contractors in liaison with the relevant Council officials. 

 
The Joint Community Councils meeting on 22 May 214 in Muchalls Village Hall at 7pm – five from NKRCC    
expect to attend. 
 
Maryculter Scout Group will be holding a Commonwealth-themed Family Barbecue and Fun Day on Sunday 1 
June from 1pm to 4pm in Corbie Hall and Park.  There are some impressive raffle prizes to be won. 
 

        Chapelton: Directors of the Elsick Development Company invited two members to a private view of the 
Chapelton site on Tuesday 3 June from 6pm to 8pm at the Visitor Centre, Cairnhill. Rob and Hazel will attend.  
Copies of the Spring issue of Chapelton News leaflet were distributed. 
  
Aberdeenshire Council, Supporting Communities Event; Woodend Barn, Banchory on Saturday 7 June, from 
9.30am until around 3pm.  This is a training day for Community Councillors and members of other local 



community groups.  Secretary Bob is to be approached regarding who is attending and whether Steve Taylor will 
be doing the scheduled presentation on our website. 

 
       Automated External Defibrillator (AED): Kees Witte showed the recently purchased defibrillator, indicating that 

in addition to the £350 received from NKRCC, part-funding had been agreed with the Old Mill Inn and Deeside 
Caravan Park. The first training session for 10 participants will be held in Corbie Hall on 18 June from 7pm to 
9pm, led by Steve Munro, leader of the Air Ambulance team, who lives locally. Avril Tulloch and Rob Winmill 
will attend on behalf of NKRCC with others anticipated from local groups.  The device will be kept at the Old Mill 
Inn Reception and notices posted throughout Maryculter. 
  
AGM; Proposals to amend the constitution were discussed on 12 May by Community Councillors and a formal 
proposal to that effect has now been received; the following amendment will therefore be advertised, discussed at 
the AGM and put to the vote then. 
 
Item 3.2  Insertion of the word ‘normally’ between ‘Areas shall’ and ‘be represented’, and the following addendum 
after ‘Netherley / Cookney- up to four members’ -  ‘but if for any reason these numbers cannot be found, it would 
be in order for those representatives to be nominated from elsewhere within the Community Area’. 

 
9. Next Meeting 
Monday, 16 June 2014 at Corbie Hall, at 7.30pm followed by the AGM. This meeting then closed at 9.50pm.  
 
 
 
Addendum 
 
Meeting with the Muir Group, May 5, 2014 
 
Present: Ronnie Muir Director of the Muir Group, 
Alan Farningham Planning Consultant for the Muir Group  
Councillor Alison Evison present as a facilitator, Robin Baxter, Rob Winmill and Hazel Witte for NKRCC 
 
Purpose: To establish a working relationship between the Muir Group and the North Kincardine Rural Community 
Council (NKRCC), so that residents have a means of knowing how the developments at Blairs will affect local roads, 
residents and services over time. 
 
Background: The Muir Group’s proposals for Blairs College which include the restoration of the site’s listed 
buildings have the benefit of planning permission in principle for 280 houses including 60 affordable homes, an 
hotel and 18 hole golf course; full planning permission for a footbridge over the River Dee which was a Council 
requirement of the planning permission in principle; and more recently, full planning permission for 44 ‘enabling’ 
houses located on either side of the South Deeside Road required to fund the footbridge including MSC (Matters 
Specified in Conditions former Reserved Matters) approval for the 280 houses. 
 
The proposed housing is some two kilometres from the AWPR which dissects the Blairs Estate some distance to the 
south. The AWPR works may overlap in timescale with the Muir Group’s improvements to the B9077.  Traffic from 
the development will utilise existing link roads to Aberdeen and particularly the B9077. 
 
Meeting: We were shown two large brochures (to be forwarded by email by the Muir Group) which fully illustrated 
the development including layouts, house types, proposed paving, lighting and pelican crossings etc.  Residents of 
the Blairs Estate and those properties adjoining the B9077, have recently received visits from Muir Group 
representatives with similar information. 
 
The 44 ‘enabling’ houses fronting the B9077 was granted planning permission in January 2014.  Tree felling 
required to accommodate the development and associated road improvements was instigated in February 2014 to 
avoid the bird nesting season and to prevent a site start being delayed until July 2014. 
 
The first stages of development for the 44 houses and the road improvement works to the B9077 including the 
installation of utilities, road junctions and pavements on either side of the B9077 is currently underway and 
programmed to be complete by the end of 2014.  This will be the most disruptive stage for motorists.  The recently 
installed 30 MPH limit will be confirmed with permanent signage.  Some houses should be complete by the end of 
2014.  Pipe laying between Blairs and Milltimber Bridge should finish around August but is currently running two 
weeks behind schedule.  The temporary speed restrictions on the B9077 and traffic light control will be moved along 
with the works right up to the intersection.  Sewage for the site will be accommodated by directional drilling under 



the river and will then connect into the main system in Cults.  There will be no sewage pipes or utilities taken over 
the bridge. 
 
The construction of the 44 homes should be completed by the end of 2015, and thereafter the footbridge will be 
constructed over the River Dee leading to Cults. 
 
The main Blairs development will be the construction of the 280 houses to the west of the former Seminary Building.  
House designs and types will be as the drawings and plans approved by Aberdeenshire Council.  All houses will be 
bespoke designs and built by Muir Homes.  The houses will all be of timber frame construction with block and wet 
dash render external walls.  The timber required for each house will be delivered from the Muir Group factory in 
Inverkeithing by truck.  The main Blairs house mix includes a total of 60 affordable homes, 20 of which will be built 
after the first 70 private houses have been completed. The rate of construction is difficult to estimate, but could take 
between seven to ten years depending on rate of sales.  Current ‘grazing’ walkways will be retained with some tarred.  
Some common areas may be adopted by the Local Authority.  Homeowners may enter into service agreements for 
the maintenance of some ‘village greens’ and woodland areas.  Most existing trees will remain and be replaced if 
diseased.  A showhouse and sales point will be constructed by the end of 2014. 
 
All homes will have CAT5 wiring as a new fibre optic cable is being brought to site which may allow for existing 
nearby homes to be connected.  TV reception facilities will be built into each home, so there is no need for external 
satellite dishes.  The sports pitch will remain.  The proposed golf course is programmed to start during Phase 3 of the 
main Blairs development.  
 
Former Seminary and associated buildings 
Permission for the development was granted on condition that the listed buildings as a group and individually would 
be retained. The listed Menzies building has been scaffolded to reduce the risks of any collapse.   Historic Scotland 
continues to regularly monitor the condition of the listed buildings.   It is the Muir Group’s intention that the main 
building plus walled garden and the Menzies and Theatre buildings be taken on by an hotel company for retention 
and conversion.  This remains a real possibility as the country lifts out of recession.  The Muir Group continues to 
spend significant sums of money to maintain the buildings in their current condition.  Marketing of the listed 
buildings for conversion to a hotel are ongoing and have been given added impetus now that detailed planning 
permission has been obtained, allowing all utilities and road improvements works to be completed. 
 
It was confirmed that no houses were being built in the flood plain.  Aberdeenshire Council and SEPA would simply 
not allow development in the flood plain, even if this was the wish of the Muir Group, which has never been the case. 
 
Updating 
Alan Farningham has agreed to provide bi-monthly updates of the proposed works to the Community Council via 
Hazel Witte until the road improvements works to the B9077 are complete.  These will be added to the NKRCC 
website and a report will also be included in each issue of the twice-yearly community newsletter South Deeside 
View. 
 


