
    
 

Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX, Tel: 01569 730706,  
e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk: website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Corbie Hall, Maryculter on 21 April 2014 at 7.30pm 

 
Draft    SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 

       
       Present   Representing 
       Robin Baxter   Banchory-Devenick Councillor Alison Evison, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Rob Winmill   Cookney/Netherley   Councillor Carl Nelson, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Bob McKinney (Secretary) Cookney/Netherley Councillor Ian Mollison, Aberdeenshire Council 
       S. Fettig   Cookney/Netherley  
       Avril Tulloch                             Maryculter   
       Hazel Witte                                Maryculter 

 
Nine members of the public were present. 

         
1. Apologies  
Susan Astell and Lynne Beard sent their apologies. 
 
2. Police Report    
Constable Graham Wilson had no local crimes to report but gave reminders on prevention of opportunist theft, and 
the need to feed back information including vehicle registration numbers on ‘cold callers’ to assist with 
‘intelligence-led’ policing.  Operation Zenith which aims to target motor cycling speeding, is about to restart. 
 

      3. Minutes of the previous meeting 
 These were approved by S Fettig and seconded by Avril Tulloch as an accurate record of that meeting. 
 

4. Matters arising 
 Rural Schools and SDUF’s: No news to report 
 
 Website: Lynne Beard expects to take over the website from Steve Taylor around the end of April. 
 

Roads: Bob McKinney had been in contact with Sergeant Neil Morrison of the Traffic Dept. asking him to give 
more attention to speeding lorries on the B979 where there is a 40mph limit. 
 
White stop lines on the two Maryculter junctions of the B979 and B9077 (South Deeside Road) have completely 
worn away. This is known to the Roads Dept which has placed a sign at the bridge junction to confirm this lack, 
rather than replace the lines. The Elected Members will raise this with Mr MacFarlane of the Roads Dept and 
NKRCC will also send an e-mail. 
 
Robin Baxter’s continuing correspondence with the Muir Group regarding slow progress on pipe installation on the 
B9077, has not effected any improvement.  Increased traffic on the narrow side roads continues as drivers choose 
to avoid the traffic lights, leading to further erosion of verges and drains as well as increasing frustration. 
 
In anticipation of further traffic problems when construction of the AWPR begins, representatives of the Roads 
Dept and Traffic Scotland will be invited to address NKRCC at our meeting in September. 
 

 



 Maryculter Woodlands Trust: Ed Thorogood indicated they have a meeting with the Scottish Land Fund on 
April 25.  They have arranged a fund-raising Quiz Night on Friday April 25 in the Old Mill Inn and are planning a 
Wine Tasting event -in June. 

 
 5. Planning 

Previous applications: 
Leafu Park - A letter has been sent to Aberdeenshire Council objecting to the removal of the occupancy condition 
in line with our previous representations on this house.  
 
Blairs Development:  Fiona Green of the Muir Group’s recent e-mail was circulated, indicating that Mr Muir was 
not prepared to attend an open meeting, but would consider means of providing regular updates on the construction 
programme. Robin will respond citing the Elsick Liaison Group as a suitable exemplar in the hope that a mutually 
agreed means of providing advance information on the phasing of developments and their associated access and 
transport restrictions can be developed. Bob will check back to ascertain whether there was an invitation to 
NKRCC in late 2013 / early 2014 to meet with the Muir Group, since this was unknown to members. 
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST MEETING: 
APP/2014/0482: Compulsion Lodge, Newtonhill, Stonehaven, AB39 3PE - Change of Use of Land to Domestic 
and Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse, 
APP/2014/1085: Eastside Steading, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5FA - Alterations and Extension to 
Dwellinghouse 

Aberdeenshire Strategic Development Plan: A copy of this recently published booklet was received. Around 
1,800 presentations on the draft had been considered.  This will go to the Area Committee in May or June and a six 
week consultation on the final draft will begin on 15.01.2015 leading to the Examination in Public from 15.09.2015 
 
Proposed chalets by Burnside, Maryculter: A previous application for four chalets was withdrawn, but the 
applicant has recently installed drainage and an entrance to the site in anticipation of a positive outcome when he 
re-applies. Elected Members confirmed that any new application will be notified as usual, so individuals and the 
Community Council will have the opportunity to comment. 
 
Aberdeenshire Council Planning List: Due to glitches in Council’s computing system, access to information on 
their website is incomplete, so discussion and comment of most applications is not currently possible.  An e-mail 
will be sent to confirm these continuing problems and request rapid improvement.  
 
6. Finance    
NKRCC has £2,856 with £625 of this allocated to 400 Club cash prizes. 
Kees Witte, chair of the Maryculter Community Hall Association spoke to their request for funding towards their 
purchase of the Automated External Defibrillator (AED, see 4 above).  It was agreed to give £350 and to consider a 
top up if other sources of funds were not sufficient. 
 
The following draws were made: 
£20 - #77; £15 -#310 and £10 - #139 
 
7. Correspondence and Licensing Applications 
There were no Licensing Applications. 
 
Community Council Forum meeting will be on 15 May 2014 at Viewmount, Stonehaven, with a presentation on 
the AWPR.  Bob hopes to attend or Robin if he is unable to do so. 
 
Bob advised that he had received a letter from Alan Mitchell of Infrastructure Services asking for suggestions for 
the street names of the Blairs development and advising that some of the names already mentioned involved 
‘Pitfodels’, Menzies’, as well as the names of nearby burns like ‘Shanna’ and ‘Kiln’. Bob asked for suggestions to 
collate, to respond to Mr Mitchell. 
 
The Joint Community Councils meeting on 22 May 214 in Muchalls Village Hall at 7pm – five from NKRCC 
expect to attend. 
 
8. AOCB 

        Defibrillator purchase: Kees Witte reported that Maryculter Community Hall Association has ordered an 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) through the British Heart Foundation at a cost of £400 plus direction 



signs.  This will be located in the Old Mill Inn.  Steve Munro, leader of the Air Ambulance team who lives locally, 
will run a training session on its use, to which community councillors and many others will be invited. 
 
South Deeside View: 970 copies of the Spring issue were ready for distribution on April 12 and the co-editor 
thanked all those who had done so. 
 
Plant Sale and Coffee Morning: The annual fundraiser will be at 10.30am on Saturday 17 May 2014 at Corbie 
Hall and offers of assistance were gladly accepted.   Maryculter Woodland Trust members will help to run it and as 
a result will receive the proceeds. 
 
War Memorials: Aberdeenshire Council has a budget for maintaining war memorials on a four year cycle, and 
Cookney is due for attention this year.  Robin Winmill indicated that a new seat was required at Cookney as well as 
cutting back of overhanging branches and other works. George Masson knew that national funding is available for 
this purpose and suggested following this up before seeking local sponsorship. 

 
There will be an informal meeting of NKRCC to plan for the AGM on Monday May 5 at Lakhipara, South 
Cookney at 7.30pm. 

 
9. Next Meeting 
Monday, 19 May 2014 at Corbie Hall, at 7.30pm. This meeting then closed at 9.50pm.  


