
  
 

Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX, Tel: 01569 730706,  
e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk: website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Corbie Hall, Maryculter on 17 February 2014 at 7.30pm 

 
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 

       
       Present   Representing 
       Rob Winmill   Cookney/Netherley   Councillor Carl Nelson, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Bob McKinney (Secretary) Cookney/Netherley Councillor Ian Mollison, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Susan Astell   Maryculter  Councillor Alison Evison, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Avril Tulloch                             Maryculter   
       Hazel Witte                                Maryculter 

 
Seven members of the public. 

         
1. Apologies           

       Robin Baxter and S. Fettig.  Bob McKinney also advised that Steve Taylor had tendered his resignation. 
 

2. Police Report    
      No-one from Police Scotland was present and no report had been received. This was the third month running where 

such a situation had arisen. Secretary Bob McKinney was asked to contact Inspector Ednie to ascertain why this 
was the case. 

 
Action – Bob to contact Inspector Ednie. 

 
 Kris Chapman, Member of the Scottish Youth Parliament was expected to address NKRCC, but again had not 

appeared. This reason for this was not known. 
 
      3. Minutes of the previous meeting 
 These were approved by Rob Winmill and seconded by Bob McKinney as an accurate record of that meeting. 
 
      4. Matters arising 
 Rural Schools and SDUF’s: Nothing new to report and all are on holiday. 
 
 Website: Bob advised that Steve Taylor has resigned as Webmaster but is willing to continue this responsibility 

until someone can take over in the next few weeks. This could be a co-opted position. 
 

Roads: There was considerable discussion of several current problems.  
Closure of the South Deeside Road at Blairs for tree cutting from Friday to Sunday has led to severe holdups at the 
North Deeside Road / Milltimber Bridge Road junction. Use of temporary traffic lights here should have been 
considered.  Several members of the public expressed their concerns about instances of dangerous driving on 
adjacent minor roads; numerous ‘rat runners’ using the Kirkton as a short cut, including HGV’s, aggressive drivers, 
stand-offs, all contributing to crumbling road edges and damage to grass verges. 
 
It was also mentioned that there appeared to be a great deal of frustration at Milltimber Brae, with similar 
aggressive driving at the junction with the North Deeside Road.  
 
Installation of utility cabling and pipe work alongside the South Deeside Road in connection with the Blairs 
housing development, will last for 25 week and thus delay traffic. The possibility of making use of some of these 
pipes as conduits for broadband fibres was raised.  Kees Witte, who has experience of requesting this alongside the 



B979 road, will draft a letter for Bob to complete and send to Roddy Matheson, Service Manager, Industry Sectors 
& Renewable Energy Champion, Infrastructure Services, Aberdeenshire Council. 
 
Recent opening and improvement of drains on the stretch of the B979 between North Burnside and Morven was 
welcomed. Previous water and traffic erosion had been poorly patched here in the past, so it was hoped that the 
remaining crumbled edges and rough tracking will be properly tarred soon. 

 
 Trenching of the B979 from Sunnyside to the South Deeside Road for installation of 4 inch pipes to contain 

broadband fibres to the Pumping Station, has not started as planned. Local residents had complained about the 
quality of work so far, with backfilling and repair work badly done, leaving the footpath to the pumping station in a 
poor state. Bob will contact the Roads Dept. requesting that there is adequate supervision of future work to ensure a 
good finish. 

 
There was then some discussion about frequent speeding HGV’s on the B979, apparently well in excess of the 40 
mph limit, to the local Traffic Sergeant, Neil Morrison.  Three HGV’s have come off this road recently, fortunately 
without serious injury.  Checking of tachographs at either end of our stretch of road may determine whether each 
vehicle had been speeding. 
 
Action – Bob to write to Sgt Morrison, Stonehaven Traffic Department about this and copy to Stephen Archer, 
Infrastructure Services and to write to Mr Matheson about broadband. 
 

 Maryculter Woodlands Trust: David Brainwood indicated that there is no further news, but that the committee 
will be meeting next week.  

 
5. Planning 
Main Issues Report (MIR) of the Local Development Plan (LDP) 2016 
Rob Winmill outlined the NKRCC’s response to this consultation which can be viewed on the NKRCC website. 
 
Previous applications: 
Menzies Building at Blairs: The January meeting of the Kincardine and Mearns Area Committee had considered 
NKRCC’s letter of concern, and asked Planning Officer Gregor Spence to make further investigations. A response 
from Michael Scott, Historic Scotland, indicated that they are liaising with the Council on this matter and had been 
from an early stage. 
 
Devenick Heights: NKRCC sent a letter of objection and the Council have recommended refusal. 
 
Ardoe Hall: The Church of Scotland has put the hall up for sale. Previous potential sales for a private house or 
business have fallen through apparently when the Council refused permission due to a lack of vision splay.   
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST MEETING: 
APP/2014/3966; Cotbank Cottage, Ardoe, Aberdeen, AB12 5YU - Erection of dwellinghouse and garage, 
including demolition of existing dwellinghouse, 
APP/2014/0103; Land at Schoolhill, Portlethen -  Formation of Park and Ride Scheme comprising approximately 
1000 car parking spaces, cycle parking, lorry parking, associated vehicle access, facility building, sustainable urban 
drainage system and landscaping, 
APP/2014/0138; Maryculter House Hotel, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5GB - Internal alterations to existing 
cellar to create private dining area, comprising removal of concrete piers, installation of replacement staircase, 
enlarge existing door openings and installation of doors, lowering floor level and installation of glazed screen, 
APP/2014/0136; The Steading, Upper Brandsmyres, Banchory Devenick, Aberdeen AB12 5XQ - Alterations and 
extension to dwellinghouse, 
APP/2014/0104; Nov Tuboscope Yard, Badentoy Crescent, Badentoy Industrial Estate, Portlethen AB12 4NH -  
Erection of warehouse and office accommodation and formation of parking. 
APP/2014/0164; Boswell Facility, Badentoy Crescent, Badentoy Industrial Estate, Portlethen, Aberdeen  AB12 
4YD - Change of Use from Class 5 (General Industrial) to Class 6, Storage and distribution, 
APP/2014/0198; Land at and Adjacent to Blairs College Estate, Blairs, Aberdeen - Formation of temporary 
vehicular access, 
APP/2014/0284; Altries Stables, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5GJ - Stables and menage arena,  
APP/2014/0283; Altries Stables, Maryculter, Aberdeen AB12 5GJ - Erection of 6 Floodlights, 
APP/2014/0312; Capercaillie, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5GT - Alterations and extension to dwellinghouse. 
 
Rob Winmill, Planning Officer will send a letter regarding the Park and Ride Scheme, outlining concerns about its 
location so near Aberdeen, rather than at Stonehaven where it was felt that it might be more beneficial. 



 
6. Finance    
NKRCC has £1,512 of which £820 is reserved for 400 Club cash prizes.  
The treasurer thanked all Community Councillors for their efforts in selling 410 tickets for the 2014 draws, exactly 
the same number as last year. 
The following draws were made: 
January: £30 - #410; £20 - #80; £15 - #72 and £10 - #446. 
February: £20 - #95; £15 - #205 and £10 - #183. 

 
7. Correspondence and Licensing Applications 
There were no Licensing Applications. 
 
An e-mail dated 12 February 2014 had been received from the Shire Council advising that training sessions for 
Community Councillors will be held in four locations, our nearest being at Woodend Barn, Banchory on Saturday 
7 June 2014, 9.30am – 3.00pm. This is part of the Community Council Support Action Plan of Aberdeenshire 
Council. 
 
A letter dated 21.01.14 had been received from the Scottish Government advising that copies of the City and Shire 
was now available at the DPEA website (www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/) and that hard copies will be available from 
27 January 2014 at Viewmount, Stonehaven. 
 
8. AOCB 
It was reported the Ward Forum meeting set for 20 February 2014 had been postponed. 
 
The first meeting of the Kincardine Development Partnership Steering Group (which replaces KMAP) will be 
on 27 February 2014 in the Invercarron Resource Centre, Stonehaven at 7.30pm.  Hazel or Bob will attend. 
 
South Deeside View: Invitations to submit information will be sent out this week with a closing date of 16 March 
2014. 
 
Plant Sale and Coffee Morning:  The annual fundraiser will be on Saturday 17 May 2014 at Corbie Hall. 
 
Robert Keeler had received an invitation from the Hutton Research Institute to participate in further research on the 
role of Community Councils.  Bob has agreed to take this on since Robert is no longer a CC. 
 
Purchase of a defibrillator was suggested for Corbie Hall. The Hall Committee will consider this next week. 
Current costs are £1,200 which includes training in its use for up to eight people. 
 
Elected Members were asked whether Aberdeenshire Council were considering breaking away from COSLA as 
Aberdeen City Council has done. The answer was that they prefer to try and improve distribution of financing from 
within it rather than leave. 

 
Secretary Bob McKinney will be away on a training course between 24 March and 18 April and will be unavailable 
to attend to Community Council duties. 
 
There will be a meeting of the Chapelton of Elsick Liaison Group on Wednesday 26 February 2014. Rob Winmill 
and S Fettig are our representatives. 
 
Bill Anderson warned of the dangers of telephone scams by reporting his own recent experience. 
 
Community Council membership: Two recent resignations mean that there are now only seven members of the 
Community Council, when a full compliment would be twelve. Bob McKinney expressed his concerns for the 
future of the Community Council, if this were to continue. Everyone present was asked to make every effort to 
recruit new members or to consider joining themselves, to halt this decline. 
 
9. Next Meeting 
The next meeting will be on Monday, 17 March 2014 at Corbie Hall, at 7.30pm. This meeting then closed 9.25pm.  


