
 
 

Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX, Tel: 01569 730706,  
e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk; website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Corbie Hall, Maryculter on 9 December, 2013 at 7.30pm 

 
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 

       
Present   Representing 

       Graeme Eglintine (Chairman) Banchory-Devenick Councillor Carl Nelson, Aberdeenshire Council 
       Rob Winmill   Cookney/Netherley   Councillor Alison Evison, Aberdeenshire Council 

Avril Tulloch                             Maryculter  Three members of the public were present. 
Hazel Witte                                Maryculter 

         
1    Apologies           
       Robin Baxter, Bob McKinney, S. Fettig and Steve Taylor sent their apologies. 
 
2     Police Report    
      No member of the Police was present and no Police report had been received. 

 
Presentations    
Kris Chapman, Member of the Scottish Youth Parliament had been expected to address the meeting, but was 
unable to manage due to unforeseen circumstances but and had submitted his apologies to Bob McKinney by e-
mail. He will attend the January 2014 meeting instead. 

 
3 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

In the last line of item 7, Correspondence, the word ‘prescription’ should be changed to ‘subscription’. 
The Minutes were then proposed by Avril Tulloch as a true record of that meeting and seconded by Hazel Witte 

 
4    Matters Arising 

Rural Schools and SDUF’s:  
Graeme advised that he had contacted the new Head Teacher of Banchory-Devenick School, Michelle Watson, 
who was keen to establish working relations with NKRCC in future.  She requested communication by e-mail 
rather than telephone, since she was usually occupied in the classroom. The suggestion of a competition among 
primary school pupils to provide artwork for a Christmas card, which would then be circulated by NKRCC, will be 
held over until next year. The main idea of the project will be to help raise the awareness of NKRCC and to 
promote participation from across the community.  
 
Website: Steve Taylor e-mailed to indicate that the website was almost up to date and that he expected to develop 
other sections and further links in the New Year. 
 
Roads: Two members of the public expressed their concern about past and probable future icing of the T junction 
where the road descending from Kirkton of Maryculter meets the side road leading down to the South Deeside road 
opposite the Old Mill Inn.  This has led to several accidents and collapse of garden walls.  Several phone calls to 
the Roads Dept requesting a grit bin have been unsuccessful.  Councillor Carl Nelson indicated that there are 
criteria to be met before Aberdeenshire Council will agree to the installation of grit bins, and he will approach the 
Roads Dept.  He reminded the meeting that members of the public can each take three buckets of road salt from the 
Recycling Depot at Redcloak, Stonehaven (near the rugby pitches) without payment.  Councillor Nelson had also 
informed Stuart MacFarlane of the Roads Dept. of the formation a Roads sub-committee within NKRCC. 
Rob Winmill will contact Adam Smith of the Roads Dept. regarding signs left on road verges long after roadworks 
have been completed 



 
Kirkton of Maryculter Wood: Different sources of finance to reach the purchase cost of £240,000 were being 
sought.  A number of trees had fallen during the recent storm, some over the pathways, but it was not yet known 
whether the Forestry Commission would clear them, during this interim period of ownership. 
 
Meikle Carewe Community Fund: Graeme advised that the MCCF committee will meet on December 16, and 
that a large number of applications will be considered. 

 
5    Planning 

Planning Applications received since last meeting:  
APP/ 2013/3524   Land to the NW of Logie, Stonehaven, erection of one 250KW wind turbine, access track,   

control cabin and associated infrastructure (this is just outside our area), 
APP/2013/3599    Hardhillock Farm, Maryculter; erection of agricultural building. 
APP/2013/3732    Cedar Pines, Bridge of Muchalls; alteration and extension to dwelling house. 
APP/2013/3843    Braco, Bridge of Muchalls; alteration and extension to dwelling house. 
APP/2013/3728    I The Meadows, Kirkton of Maryculter; alteration and extension to dwelling house, erection of           

detached garage/store/games room; formation of decking and retaining wall 
 
Rob indicated that he had written expressing NKRCC’s objection to the proposed additional houses requested by 
the developer at Schoolhill.  The Planning Dept. had responded to our previous letter of concern about the 
deterioration of the Menzies Building at Blairs.  Since this was not felt to be adequate, Rob will send an 
additional one, copied to the Civic Trust and Historic Scotland, pointing out that the developer had allowed the 
building to deteriorate during its 15 years of ownership, and enquiring why the Council had not issued an 
enforcement notice. 
 

       Local Development Plan 
Rob Winmill’s draft paper outlining the Main Issues Report (MIR), proposed for circulation to all households in 
Maryculter and Netherley, was considered.  He will amend it to include guidance on accessing the report via the 
Aberdeenshire Council website and ask Webmaster Steve Taylor to provide a link on the NKRCC website.  Rob 
will highlight that it will be the focus of discussion at the next NKRCC meeting on January 20.  Graeme will run 
off copies for distribution by community councillors when offering 400 club tickets in Maryculter and Netherley. 
Stocks will be supplied to community groups and halls and it will be sent as an attachment to those on the NKRCC 
e-mail distribution list.  Posters advertising the January 20 meeting will be produced and Rob will send out press 
releases in early January. 
 

6    Finance 
NKRCC has £1,590 of which £130 is allocated to the December 300 Club. 
A request from the Friends of Cookney Hall for funding toward the anticipated £400 cost of new external and 
internal signage was considered and a grant of £250 awarded.  

        300 Club: The following draws were then made: 
£100 (the star prize of the year) - no. 129, £15 – no. 159, £10 – no. 76 and £5 – no. 134 

 
7    Correspondence and Licensing Applications 

There were no Licensing Applications.  An e-mail has been received from Caroline Graham suggesting that a 
Community Interest Company (CIC) be set up for Chapelton of Elsick; that relations with NKRCC should be 
explored and she wished to discuss this with NKRCC.  Since she was unable to attend, she will be invited to do so 
at a future meeting.  A response from Willie Munro of Aberdeenshire Council to a copy of her letter points out that 
in the long run Chapelton of Elsick will become a town and may well set up a community council of its own.  
Meantime the member of NKRCC on the Community Liaison Group will be the contact between the two groups.  
S Fettig had attended the first meeting and the next one will be towards the end of February 2014. 

 
 8   AOCB 

Community Council Forum 
Hazel Witte attended the recent meeting on 21 November and outlined the main subjects discussed.  See attached 
paper for the full report.  A nomination is required to represent NKRCC on the new Kincardine and Mearns Area 
Partnership (which replaces KMAP). Future meetings are: Wards forums – 20 February and 18 September, 
Community Council forums on 15 May and 20 November.  Michael Morgan requested Agenda items for the 
February forum.  Councillor Nelson expressed his disappointment that only seven Community Councillors attended 
this forum, when two are invited from each Community Council. 
 
Graeme Eglintine then told the meeting that he had been appointed to a post in Dubai from January 2014 and so 
tendered his resignation, both as a representative for Banchory-Devenick and as Chairman from 3 January.  He 



hopes that his family will return to live in our area within five years and expressed his thanks for the opportunity to 
be involved with such an inclusive and welcoming community. 
 

9    Next Meeting    
The next meeting will be on Monday January 20, 2014 in Maryculter Community Hall, at 7.30pm.  This meeting 
then closed at 8.55pm.  

         
 
Community Council Forum, 21 November, Stonehaven 

 
Presentations on Waste Arrangements 
Matt Davies, Aberdeenshire Council 
Waste recycling, measured by weight, has been around 34% recently, but using current systems is unlikely to improve.  
The Scottish aim is for 70% which is higher than the EU target. New regulations require that all households should have 
a food waste collection. 
Aberdeenshire Council recently started a new system in the north and will reach our area last in Spring 2015.  This may 
have some benefits as problems should have been sorted out by then. 
There will be alternating fortnightly collections on the same day of the week: 
Blue lidded recycling bin, plus a smaller green food waste bin containing a 7 litre blue kitchen bin. 
Blue-lidded bin is for: 

Paper, cardboard, well rinsed plastic bottles and trays, cans  
This waste will be manually sorted on to conveyor belts for recycling. 
NO – glass or plastic film as used on food items (since it blows around during recycling) 

Green food waste bin is for weekly recyclable food waste – no meat, bones or fish. 
It has lugs for secure locking and so far has resisted attack by seagulls.  There will be a tie to attach it to the larger bin 
for collection, since it may be too light to withstand the airflow of passing traffic when awaiting collection  
General refuse bin 
This is for all other waste. 
There are currently over 200 recycling points in Aberdeenshire.  This will increase and there will be smaller bins as well 
in railway stations and neighbourhoods.  Large sheets of cardboard should be brought here. 
Glass is sent to Alloa for recycling into whisky bottles. 
There are no plans for domestic collection of garden waste as the estimated cost is around 3 million pounds annually. 
 
Karen Woods, Aberdeen Forward, 2 Poyernook Road, Aberdeen   www.aberdeenforward.org 
They have a creative waste exchange here, mainly of office furniture as well as a baby shop with real nappies. 
Zero Waste Scotland VCAP is recruiting 30 households in eight communities including Stonehaven and Portlethen.  
They aim to run a course on minimising food waste under the banner ‘Love food - Hate waste’, with simple good 
housekeeping tips on an APP.  She has plans for composting workshops. 
They also run ‘Roots and Shoots’ - practical domestic skills inside prison and for those recently released. 
 
Item 6    Aberdeenshire Council must save £23m in its budget for 2014 

Councillors will have a two day meeting in May 2014 to determine the Local Plan. 
Community Council support training will be held on Saturdays in 2014, including Banchory in May. 
They hope to develop an E-learning website as well for those unable to attend 
Communications via social media must be developed to reach younger folk. 
Kincardine and Mearns Area Partnership (which replaces KMAP) – will have a further public meeting in 
February with draft constitution.  One nominee is required from each Community Council. 
Homecoming 2014.  Aberdeenshire Council has £60,000 to allocate (£6,00 for K and M) to approved projects 
on a first come - first served basis.  Max grant of £5,00 per project. 

 
Karen McWilliam has prepared a draft 3-fold leaflet for recruitment of community councillors, with blank sections to 
personalise it to each CC.  The Council is willing to fund production (but at cost for large amounts) and will print them 
in-house. 
 
Next meetings:     20 February 2014 - Ward Forum (Michael Morgan asks for agenda items) 
   15 May 2014 - Community Council Forum 

  18 September 2014 - Ward Forum 
  20 November 2014 - Community Council Forum 

 


