
 
 

Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX, Tel: 01569 730706,  
e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk; website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Corbie Hall, Maryculter on 18th November, 2013 at 7.30pm 

 
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 

       
Present    Representing 
Graeme Eglintine (Chairman)  Banchory-Devenick 
Robin Baxter (Vice Chairman)               Banchory - Devenick 
Bob McKinney (Secretary)  Cookney/Netherley   
S. Fettig (Planning)                                 Cookney/Netherley  
Avril Tulloch                                           Maryculter 
Hazel Witte                                              Maryculter 
Susan Astell                                             Maryculter                                            
Steve Taylor                                            Cookney/Netherley 
 
Councillor Carl Nelson, Aberdeenshire Council 
Councillor Ian Mollison, Aberdeenshire Council 
Councillor Alison Evison, Aberdeenshire Council 
 
Eight members of the public were present. 

 
1    Apologies         

Rob Winmill  
 
2     Police Report  

Constable Jim Small was in attendance and informed the meeting that in the last month a total of 208 calls had 
been received in the greater Portlethen area of which only 5 resulted in a crime file (Please see attached Police 
report). Theft from houses and cars were among the 5 cases and PC Small gave advice on how to help deter this 
criminal activity and asked the community to immediately report any suspicious activity. 
 
Bob McKinney then asked PC Small if there were to be any specialized operations carried out by the police over 
the festive period, PC Small informed the meeting that there would be a number of operations held, including the 
normal festive operations to try and catch and deter drink driving etc. 
 
Councillor Carl Nelson inquired about the number of Police officers on duty in the area at various times of the day. 
Pc Small informed the meeting that at this present time there was only himself in the Portlethen area and another 
regular officer and Special Constable in the Stonehaven area. 
 
This lead to a lengthy discussion on the number of officers on duty in the area and PC Small informed the meeting 
that he could call on support from Stonehaven and Laurencekirk if required, ultimately from Aberdeen city officers 
for major incidents etc. 
 
Concerns were raised about the time delays involved in assistance arriving and for PC Small’s safety if he were to 
come across an incident or criminal activity which involved a number of personnel who may resort to violence etc. 
PC Small informed the meeting that in such a scenario the officer concerned would have to make a judgment call 
on how to respond, which would include assessing his own safety. PC Small also advised the meeting that he was 
hopeful that an additional officer may be brought in to assist after New Year.  
 



 
Presentations 
There were no presentations.  

 
3 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

Hazel Witte pointed out the closing date for the Meikle Carew Community fund was wrong which was agreed and 
would be rectified. 
 
Hazel Witte also enquired about the accuracy of the entry regarding the war memorials in the AOCB and was it not 
agreed a subcommittee would be formed for work on this issue, Bob pointed out that there had been no formally 
appointed sub-committee but that the persons mentioned would all work together on the issue. 
 
The Minutes were then proposed by Avril Tulloch as a true record of that meeting and seconded by Graeme 
Eglintine. 

 
4    Matters Arising 

Rural Schools and SDUF’s:  
Avril informed the meeting that Banchory- Devenick primary have an open afternoon on the 23rd November and a 
Christmas Carol service on the 18th December from 13.30 to 14.30pm.  
 
Lairhillock Primary will have their Christmas Fair on Saturday the 30th November at the school. 
 
It was also expected that a new play leader for the SDUF would be appointed in the near future. 
 
Graeme Eglintine informed the meeting that he had contacted the head teacher, Cristeen Saward, at Lairhillock 
Primary regarding the Christmas card competition NKRCC would like to roll out and Miss Saward was very keen 
to participate. Graeme also advised that he had attempted several times to contact the new Banchory- Devenick 
headmistress by telephone but so far without success.  
 
Graeme then explained the idea would be for the primary schools to have the children design a NKRCC Christmas 
card, with the best designs being selected by NKRCC and, hopefully, some of the Aberdeenshire Councillors 
present. The children with the winning designs would then be given a book voucher or similar as a reward and the 
winning designs then printed into Christmas cards which NKRCC would send out to the various groups and parties 
in the NKRCC area. 
 
The main idea of the project was to help raise the awareness of the NKRCC and to promote participation from 
across the community. Graeme advised he hoped to follow up on this and hopefully have the competition running 
by the next NKRCC meeting. 
 
Website: Steve Taylor advised that the website was up to date but that he hadn’t been able to complete some 
development items on the website but would endeavour to have this done by January 2014. Rob Winmill has also 
requested if a link to the Main Issues Report could be put onto the NKRCC website and Steve agreed to look into 
this. Steve was also informed that a MOP in the last meeting had raised a concern that he couldn’t print a copy of 
the SDV from the website as he had in the past. Steve agreed to look into this also. 

 
Roads: Those in attendance were informed that NKRCC had now formed a roads sub-committee and Robin 
Baxter, Susan Astell and Colin Pike (as a member of the public) would be progressing this task. Robin then 
informed the meeting that the new sub-committee didn’t have anything to report yet but were hoping to arrange a 
meeting with Councillors to discuss the best way forward. 
 
Robin Baxter then asked our Elected Councillors if there were any updates on funds being re-directed to work on 
the South Deeside and Netherley roads before informing the meeting that he believed the Roads Department had 
the ability to re-direct funding for roads deemed to be in need of special attention using various calculations. Robin 
suggested to the Elected Councillors that the South Deeside Road and the Netherley Road should fall into that 
category and his belief that NKRCC and Councillors should pursue this.   
 
Robin also stated that he believes other roads in the NKRCC area had been designated in this way in the past and 
that the work to these roads had now been completed and he would like to see the two roads mentioned now being 
given the same status. It was then discussed that because of the council budgetary time-lines a meeting to pursue 
this should be set up ASAP. 
 



Susan Astell also enquired if, under the new road layout and building of the bridge for Blairs development, there 
was going to be cycle lanes included, as she felt cyclists on the South Deeside Road were a major safety concern. 
Councilor Mollison then advised he didn’t believe cycle lanes were included on the South Deeside Road but that 
there were plans for them on the A90. 
 
Kirkton of Maryculter Wood: Ed Thorogood advised that the cost for the wood had been determined and set at 
around £240,000 and that the group had about 18 months to raise the price. Ed advised that he was confident they 
would be able to raise the money.  
 
Meikle Carewe Community Fund: Graeme advised that the MCCF committee were scheduled to meet on the 16th 
December and the period for applications was still open until the 30th November. Bob also advised that he had sent 
out another e-mail reminder to as many potentially interested parties as he could, that they only had two weeks left 
to submit an application for funds.  
 

5    Planning 
Planning Applications received since last meeting: 
  
APP/2013/3424; Whitestones, Banchory-Devenick, Aberdeen, AB12 5XP - Alterations and Extension to Dwelling 
house and Change of Use of Land to Domestic Garden Ground, 
APP/2013/3414; Plot 3, Steadings at Nether Burnhaugh, Netherley, Stonehaven - Erection of Dwellinghouse 
Including Change of Use of Agricultural Land to Domestic Garden Ground and Construction of Access Road, 
APP/2013/3412; Plot 2, Steadings at Nether Burnhaugh, Netherley, Stonehaven - Erection of Dwellinghouse 
Including Change of Use of Agricultural Land to Domestic Garden Ground, 
APP/2013/3201; Plot 1, Steadings at Nether Burnhaugh, Netherley, Stonehaven - Erection of Dwellinghouse 
Including Change of Use of Agricultural Land to Domestic Garden Ground,  
APP/2013/2446; Site of Former Coull Cars, Portlethen, Aberdeen, AB12 4RD - Erection of 10 Dwelling houses 
and 10 Flats (Affordable Housing) with Associated Access Road, Parking, SUDS and Open Space,  
APP/2013/3382; Pineview, Netherley, Stonehaven, AB39 3QN - Variation of Condition 1 (Time) of Previously 
Approved APP/2010/2990, 
APP/2013/3450; Land at Schoolhill, Portlethen, Aberdeen, AB12 4RD - Formation of Field Access, Water 
Connection and Associated Site Works, 
APP/2013/3496; Land to South of Lodge Croft, Cammachmore, Stonehaven, AB39 3NX - Erection of 
Dwellinghouse,  
APP/2013/3492; Land to North of Lodge Croft, Cammachmore, Stonehaven, AB39 3NX - Erection of 
Dwellinghouse and Detached Workshop and Formation of Access Road, 
APP/2013/3669; Batchart Cottages, Blairs, Aberdeen, AB12 5YQ - Erection of Replacement Dwellinghouse. 
 
Sean then gave a brief explanation of the 5 new applications since the last meeting and Robin Baxter queried the 
application at Batcharts at Blairs and if this was an existing application or a new one. Sean advised it appeared to 
be a new application but he would investigate further and advise. 
Bob McKinney advised he received a query from Caroline Graham from Cammachmore regarding an application 
at Lodge Croft, Cammachmore, that she has concerns about the application, in particular the entrance to the 
development onto the road and visibility from either direction. Rob Winmill had subsequently requested that Bob 
should contact the Planning Department and request an extension to the time limit for public comment. Bob will 
attend to this. 
 
Robin Baxter also raised concerns regarding the Menzies building at Blairs and the application to remove the roof. 
He reminded everyone that this is a listed building and because of the apparent lack of maintenance by the 
developer over a period of time, which does appear to be a factor that is contributing to the erosion of the building, 
and stated an Enforcement Order from the local council could be served. Bob McKinney informed Robin that this 
subject had been discussed during the previous meeting and that a decision by the NKRCC had been made for Rob 
Winmill write to Aberdeenshire Council, Historic Scotland and the Civic Trust expressing the concerns of the 
community and asking the Council if an Enforcement Order could be considered. Bob agreed to chase this subject 
up, to try to discuss with Rob Winmill and possibly ask for an extension to the period for public comment on the 
application, to allow NKRCC to consider the matter. 
 
Copies of the Main Issues Report were then handed out and Bob McKinney informed the meeting that NKRCC 
had met the previous week, on 11 November 2013, to discuss the bids in the MIR individually and that the 
response from NKRCC would then be discussed at the scheduled NKRCC meeting on the 20th January 2014 for the 
public to comment to NKRCC before we submits our response. Councilor Nelson then advised that during all of 
the local public consultation meetings the turnout had been low. 
                           



6    Finance 
Hazel advised that there had been a letter of thanks form the Maryculter Senior Citizens group for the donation by 
NKRCC of £200. 
 
She also advised that there was £1,271 in the bank account on the 1st of November 2013 and that £185 of that was 
allocated to the 300 Club prize money. Since the first of the month the NKRCC had also received its annual grant 
from the council of £510. 
  
It was decided at the previous meeting to run the Club again in 2014 but to call it the ‘400 Club’ as for the last two 
years we have sold over 400 tickets each year. Hazel then handed out the tickets to all of the Community 
Councillors for sale for the 2014 400 Club. 
 
Hazel also advised that she had been given the authority by NKRCC at the last meeting to re-allocate the prize 
amounts and that we would not run the £5 month prize in 2014. Hazel also advised that there would be a total of 
£830 available for prizes in the coming year. 
 

300 Club: The following draws were then made: 
November:  £25 - #187, £15 - #85, £10 - #377, £5 - #296. 

 
7    Correspondence and Licensing Applications 

There were no Licensing Applications. 
 
i) Letter from Alison McInnes MSP regarding Chapleton of Elsick and concerns surrounding provision of health 
care in the area. The issue was discussed at length and it was pointed out that these concerns had been discussed 
previously in the NKRCC. It was agreed that NKRCC would respond and support these concerns; Bob would send 
a reply to Miss McInnes. Paul Melling suggested it may be a good idea to liaise with Portlethen Community 
Council for the response and to consider a joint approach to voicing these concerns.  
 
ii) A letter from The Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland advising that the annual prescription was now 
due.   
 

8     AOCB 
Bob advised that NKRCC representatives had laid wreaths at each of the three monuments in the area on 
Remembrance Sunday, 10 November; Banchory Devenick – 9.30am, Maryculter – 10.30am and Cookney – 
3.00pm. 
 
Bob also advised that various members of the community, including Rob and Barbara Winmill, Colin and Sylvia 
Pike, Geordie Murison and Willie Angus, had been involved with the restoration of the Cookney War Memorial 
and that it was now looking fantastic, better than it had in years. 
 
Paul Melling then addressed the meeting regarding the new rural partnership as KMAP would be winding up and 
that the newly formed Kincardineshire Development Partnership would be taking over its role. A steering group to 
help set up the partnership would be holding a meeting in February to discuss the way forward and would like the 
support of all of the Community Councils in its operating area. 
 
Various members of the steering group had agreed to attend Community Council meetings and give information in 
the hope of building a close relationship with the Community Councils and the new Partnership. Paul further 
advised that it was hoped that a member from each of the Community Councils would be part of the new 
Partnership and be the link between the Partnership and their Community Council. A lengthy discussion then took 
place about the possibilities and advantages of all of the Community Councils pulling together collectively with the 
new Partnership. 
 
Paul also advised that it was hoped that a representative from each Community Council would be identified ready 
for the meeting in February. Concerns were raised about how the loss of KMAP would affect the management of 
the Meikle Carewe Community Fund. It was agreed NKRCC would look into who would represent them in the 
new Partnership.  
 

9    Next Meeting 
It was pointed out that the date of the next meeting will be on Monday the 9th of December 2013 at Maryculter 
Community Hall, at 7.30pm.  
 
This meeting then closed at 9.35pm.  


