
 
 

Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX, Tel: 01569 730706,  
e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk; website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the meeting held in Corbie Hall, Maryculter on 16 September, 2013 at 7.30pm 

 
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 

       
Present    Representing 
Graeme Eglintine (Chairman)  Banchory-Devenick 
Bob McKinney (Secretary)  Cookney/Netherley      
Steve Taylor  Cookney/Netherley                 
Rob Winmill (Planning Officer)              Cookney/Netherley  
Susan Astell                  Maryculter 
 
Councillor Carl Nelson, Aberdeenshire Council 
 
Four members of the public were present. 

 
1    Apologies         

Hazel Witte, Avril Tulloch, Robin Baxter, S. Fettig and Councillors Ian Mollison and Alison Evison were unable to 
attend (Councillor Evison joined the meeting later). 

 
2     Police Report  

There was no Police report available. 
 
Presentations 
There were no presentations.  

 
3 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

Bob McKinney thanked Rob Winmill for pointing out that the previous Minutes should have stated in Item 4 that 
the planning application for 4 holiday cottages at Burnside, Maryculter, had actually been withdrawn just before 
that meeting. 

 
The Minutes were then proposed by Steve Taylor and seconded by Rob Winmill as a true record of that meeting. 

 
4    Matters Arising 

Rural Schools and SDUF’s: Bob McKinney advised that he had recently learned that Lairhillock School were 
considering erecting a poly tunnel by the garden, as an outside classroom and wondered if the could get some 
guidance from Rob, which would also half the cost of any planning application.  
Action - Rob will contact the Acting Head Teacher, Christeen Saward. 
 
Bob also mentioned that he had not received any reports of problems with the school buses so far this term. 
 

       Website: Webmaster Steve Taylor advised that the website had had about 250 visits over the last 4 weeks with 
viewers from all around the world, including Canada and India. A request will be going out in the next South 
Deeside View asking for contributions. 
 
Roads: Graeme suggested that as many roads issues were still outstanding that a new strategy was needed. He 
further suggested that NKRCC should have a private meeting, rather than taking up time at a regular meeting, to 
discuss what that strategy might be and how to move forward. Graeme’s concerns were shared by many of those 



present. Action – Bob to arrange a private NKRCC meeting prior to the next NKRCC meeting, to progress 
this matter. 
 
Bob advised that he had received an e-mail from Michael Morgan, of Newtonhill, Muchalls and Cammachmore 
Community Council (NMCCC) asking if NKRCC would like to join NMCCC and Portlethen and District in 
writing to Transport Scotland about road safety issues on the A90, in particular dangerous junctions and speed 
limits between Bridge of Muchalls and Bridge of Dee. Some concerns were expressed about the likelihood of speed 
limits being reduced. After some discussion it was agreed that NKRCC would support the joint initiative and any 
other measure that would make the road safer. Action – Bob to e-mail Michael to said effect. 
 
One MOP expressed his concerns about the number of collisions on the Causey Mounth between the Banchory 
Devenick crossroads and the South Deeside Road and that this road is quickly becoming a rat run. This MOP 
agreed to submit his concerns via an e-mail for consideration. 
 
Kirkton of Maryculter Wood: David Brainwood gave a brief update on the situation since the last NKRCC 
meeting; mainly that Maryculter Woodland Trust was still in negotiations with Forestry Commission Scotland 
about land valuations and that charitable status had been granted to the group. 
 
Meikle Carewe Community Fund: Councillor Nelson advised that the Community Fund was opened on 1 
September 2013 and applications were now being received. Bob McKinney advised that he had read the 
announcement in the Mearns Leader two days before NKRCC were advised, so had sent out an e-mail to 
community groups drawing their attention to the article. He then explained how applications could be made. 
 
It was also pointed out that there had been no mention in the press releases of the 15% per community council area 
which had been agreed with RES, KMAP etc during negotiations about the management of the fund. A query was 
also raised about the Constitution of the Fund and where it could be obtained. Action – Bob to contact KMAP to 
clarify that this agreement was still in place and to obtain a copy of the Constitution. 
 
The meeting was joined by Councillor Evison at this point. 
 

5    Planning 
Planning Applications received since last meeting: 
  
APP/2013/2749; Elrick Farm, Bridge Of Muchalls, Stonehaven, AB39 3RU - Variation of Condition No. 1 (Time) 
of Previously Approved Application (APP/2008/3934), 
APP/2013/2166; Drumduan House, Banchory-Devenick, Aberdeen, AB12 5YL - Erection of Garage/Workshop, 
Formation of Yard and Courtyard, Partial Change of Use of Land to Create Paddock and Sand Arena (Private Use),  
APP/2013/2712; Maryculter House Hotel, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5GB - Installation of Metal Clad Housing 
Cabin for Biomass Boiler System and 2m High Flue, and Erection of 3.5m High Fence Enclosure, 
APP/2013/2781; Grianan, Auchlunies, Blairs, Aberdeen, AB12 5YA - Erection of Triple Garage with Ancillary 
Accommodation,  
APP/2013/2872; Myrtle Steading, Durris, Banchory, AB31 6DY - Installation of Air Source Heat Pump  
APP/2013/2852; Hillocks Farmhouse, Stonehaven, AB39 3SP - Erection of Detached Double Garage, 
APP/2013/2196; Upper Burnhaugh, Netherley, Stonehaven, AB39 3QQ - Erection of Replacement Dwellinghouse 
and Garage and Erection of Agricultural Building. 
 
Rob also gave a short update on previous applications.  He also confirmed that he had sent an objection to the latest 
Alhamra application re-stating NKRCC’s position and a letter of observation to the latest application at Nether 
Ashentilly. There was then a short discussion on the Main Issues Report relating to the Local Development Plan 
2016. 
 
Bob advised that he had received a letter from Turn berry Construction asking that NKRCC give consideration to 
nominating two representatives for an Elsick Liaison Group. Rob volunteered to be one and  one other would be 
sought. 
                            

6    Finance 
There were no applications for funding. On behalf of the Treasurer, Steve Taylor advised that there was £1,549 in 
the bank account, with £320 of this allocated to 300 Club prize money 
 

300 Club: The following draws were then made: 
September:  £5 - #27, £10 - #84, £15 - #366, £25 - #74 

 



7    Correspondence and Licensing Applications 
There were no Licensing Applications. 
 
Bob advised that his wife had had two callers at the door (chuggers), apparently from the World Vision charity, 
using high pressure tactics and declining to hand over leaflets about the charity. Several neighbours had also been 
subjected to the same tactics and one had called the Police. Bob’s wife has complained to the charity but wondered 
if others had been so bothered. 
 

8     AOCB 
Community Safety Group meeting on 18 September at the Royal Hotel, Stonehaven; 
Chapelton of Elsick; How Will It Affect You? Meeting on 19 September, at Portlethen Academy. 
 
One MOP then raised the issues of Banchory Devenick cemetery where no work had started despite the issues 
going back some time. 
 
Another MOP asked about Remembrance Day services in the area in November and was advised as follows: 
 

9.30 am – Banchory Devenick churchyard 
10.30 am – Maryculter churchyard 
3.00 pm – Cookney memorial 

 
Rob advised that distribution of the next edition of the South Deeside View was imminent. 
 

9    Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting will be Monday 21 October 2013 at Maryculter Community Hall at 7.30pm.  The 
meeting then closed at 9.20pm.  


