
Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX, Tel: 01569 730706; e-
mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk; website – www.nkrcc.org.uk

Minutes of the meeting held in Maryculter Community Hall on 18 February, 2013 at 7.30pm

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
      
Present    Representing  
Graeme Eglintine   Banchory-Devenick Cllr. Carl Nelson       Aberdeenshire Council
S Fettig    Cookney/Netherley Cllr. Ian Mollison       Aberdeenshire Council
Bob McKinney (Secretary) Cookney/Netherley Cllr. Alison Evison    Aberdeenshire Council
Robert Keeler (Vice-chairman) Cookney/Netherley
Steve Taylor   Co-opted for IT skills 
Avril Tulloch   Maryculter
Hazel Witte (Treasurer)  Maryculter
Susan Astell   Maryculter

Seven members of the public.

1    Apologies        
       Robin Baxter, Chairman, and Rob Winmill.

2     Police Report and Presentation(s)
      There was no Police presence and no Police report to hand. Bob McKinney gave an update on Operation Ruby. 

Stephen Archer, Director of Infrastructure Services, Aberdeenshire Council
Broadband is the name given to any fast permanent internet connection.  It can be delivered by cable, satellite, 
mobile, fibre optics and ADSL (Asymmetric digital subscriber line) delivered though the telephone line.  

Scotland’s Digital Future – Infrastructure Action Plan: January 2012 commits to world class digital access, 
critical for rural and remote communities, business sector and growth - a connected Scotland.  This has four 
programmes:  Achieving step change by 2015; World class by 2020; Demonstrating and delivering innovative and 
local solutions while increasing take-up and stimulating demand.

Step Change 2015:  This has two procurement exercises – Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE), which will 
include 19 cables being laid to the Outer Hebrides and the Rest of Scotland. The core requirement of the Outer 
Hebrides procurement is to invest in infrastructure that will have the ability to deliver speeds of 24-80 Mbps for at 
least 75% of premises, with a significant uplift in speeds for those where delivery of 24-80 Mbps is not possible at 
this stage, including those areas where there is currently no service.  This has been costed at £306.9m to provide 
the original aim of 85% coverage. The Rest of Scotland project (which excludes cities) went out to tender in 
January 2013 withBT and Fujitsu interested, with the aim of awarding the contract in June 2013 and delivery of 
services by the end of 2015.  Funding sources for these have been identified.

World class:  Work is continuing with cities on Urban Broadband Fund 2 proposals.  Westhill will be considered 
part of Aberdeen city.  National funding has been approved but not yet specified.

Demonstrating digital: £5m is available nationally for two aims –
1. To promote local projects, focussing on providing digital access to the 10-15% of the Scottish population least 
likely to benefit from Step Change 2015.
2. To pilot innovative new technologies that could demonstrate the potential and accelerate Scotland’s journey 
towards world class digital connectivity.
Of the 6 schemes selected, 2 are in the North East – Corgarff and Glenbuchat as well as Tomintoul and Glenlivet. 



The Aberdeenshire Perspective
Between 15 and 20 thousand properties within the Shire have no broadband service.  Aberdeenshire Council has 
committed £2m for the Urban Broadband Fund 2 bid and £16m for the rest of Aberdeenshire. Several different 
technologies are likely to be needed.  TV Whitespace has been trialled and works well in Argyll and Bute. The 
Scottish government’s aim is to provide 75% of premises with 80Mbps throughout 24 hours with a minimum of 
2Mbps for the remainder. Aberdeenshire is aiming higher.
• By the end of 2015 all premises in Aberdeenshire should be able to receive a broadband download speed of at 

least 8Mbps.
• 75% of premises should have 24-80Mbps
• 5-10% of premises should have 1Gbps

The national Wireless Hilltop Project is underway for all schools in Aberdeenshire, so once relay stations have 
been constructed, all schools should have good reception.

        Postal Broadband Survey
The results of the Aberdeenshire Council postal survey in February 2013 will be used to demonstrate a need for 
enhanced broadband provision, which should aid European Union and State Access funding.

3    Minutes of the Previous Meeting
        The minutes of the previous meeting were proposed by Graeme and seconded by Bob after the word ‘cleaners’ was 

substituted by ‘Domestic staff’ in Item 4, line 1 of ‘Schools’.

4    Matters Arising
Rural Schools and SDUF’s: Mandy Tulloch and Les Jarvis of Lairhillock School Parent Council outlined their 
concerns about serious school transport problems.  A letter detailing these, which was read out to the meeting, had 
been sent to Colin Young, Principal Officer for school transport on behalf of Aberdeenshire Council, but with 
neither acknowledgement nor reply.  They gave a copy of this letter to each of the three Local Councillors present 
who agreed to deal with the matter urgently. It had also been suggested that a copy should be sent to Sgt Morrison 
at the Stonehaven Traffic Department.

Banchory-Devenick School is well below capacity which has led their Parent Council to express concerns about a 
possible new primary school being considered near the Portlethen golf course, which might further reduce their 
catchment area.  Councillor Mollison explained that other primary schools nearby are also at low capacity, but the 
Education Department expect to produce a report soon based on anticipated demand for primary places.  Meantime 
the Scottish Government has placed a ban on school closures.  Parents also wish to be able to meet Local 
Councillors without the presence of school staff.

Website: Graeme Eglintine reported that he had recently updated it and would liaise with Steve Taylor who will 
further develop the site.

Roads (incl AWPR): Robert Keeler reported a recent meeting between Stuart McFarlane, Roads Manager and Mrs 
Donna Mann regarding oily puddles on the C12K Netherley to Bridge of Muchalls road at Burnhead Lodge, which 
leached into their fields.  Mrs Mann had funded an independent survey which confirmed a high level of pollutants.  
The outcome of this meeting was that the Council will supply materials to connect the road drains to the field 
drains of local field owners, and the latter will engage the contractor install them.

S Fettig asked whether planning permission was required for the new entrance gate to a field near the B979 and the 
Netherley House road-end.  His concern related to the probability of horse boxes turning in at this corner which 
could be hazardous.  Robert Keeler will investigate.

Corbie Hall: Local contractor Willie Donald has re-instated and raised the access bridge to the hall and field, and 
will tar the ramps when weather improves.  The hall was back in use on 21 January 2013.   Several groups of 
Community Service workers have scraped most of the sand from the football pitch, which is now playable.  
Volunteers will locate, cut up and remove fallen trees and large branches in the Corbie Den above the bridge during 
the Spring, to reduce the chance of a similar emergency.  The application for Aberdeenshire Council Area 
Committee’s ‘Top-up Funding’ on 12 February was successful with £4,000 granted towards the repair bill, and 
thanks given for the support of three Local Councillors.  

5    Planning
Planning applications received since the last meeting:
APP/2013/0456; Overhead Line at Red Roofs,  Kirkton of Maryculter, Aberdeen AB12 5FS -  Installation of 
Overhead Line,
APP/2013/0361; Paul Lawrie Golf Centre, South Deeside Road, Ardoe, Aberdeen AB12 5YN  - Extensions to Cafe 
and Putting Area.



Blairs: The Pre-planning community engagement meeting was held on 31 January 2013.  Muir Group intends to 
construct 44 large houses on both sides of the South Deeside Road to finance a foot/cycle bridge over the River 
Dee. They will apply for planning permission in April 2013, but the exhibition alerted residents to the possibility of 
construction on a flood plain and suggested 30mph speed limit with several zebra crossings on a short stretch of a 
busy road.

Meikle Carewe Wind Farm
Community Fund: Neither Bob nor Graeme had been able to attend the last meeting, but minutes suggest that 
their written comments had been taken into account.  The next meeting will be on 4 March 2013 at Cookney Hall.
Community Liaison Group: This group met on 30 January 2013 when it was reported that construction was on 
schedule despite recent storms. RES agreed to a site visit for Local Councillors and Community Councillors on 
Saturday 23 February.  The next meeting of the CLG will be on Wednesday 6 March at the site office.  RES 
confirmed that they will supply satellite TV receivers to any households whose digital terrestrial reception is 
compromised by the wind turbines. 

6    Finance
The Treasurer reported the sum of £1,888 in the bank account. A letter of thanks had come from the Maryculter 
Community Hall Association for the grant of £600 for bridge repairs.

300 Club:   410 tickets had been sold, generating £2,050, exactly the same as last year. The following draws were 
made: 
January: £15 - no. 225, £10 - no. 145 and £5 - no. 290
February: £25 - no. 318, £15 - no 127, £10 - no. 37 and £5 - no. 239

7    Correspondence and Licensing Applications
There were no Licensing applications to consider.

Nominations were invited for the Council’s Community Safety Awards. S Fettig will look into this, as NKRCC 
liaison to that group.

8     AOCB
Oldman Wood: An open meeting to ascertain local support for a community buyout from the Maryculter 
Woodland Trust will be held in Maryculter Church Hall on Tuesday 19 February at 7pm.  Ed Thorogood of the 
Trust outlined the timescale required for the stages of application and indicated that if support is given at that 
meeting, the Trust would register interest formally with the Forestry Commission.  A letter of support will be sent 
from NKRCC.

Ward 17 Community Forum: The next meeting will be on Thursday 21 February at 7pm at the Bettridge Centre, 
Newtonhill.

Kincardine and Mearns Community Forum: The next meeting will be on Thursday 28 February at 7pm at 
Viewmount, Stonehaven.

9    Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting will be Monday 18 March 2013 at Maryculter Community Hall at 7.30pm. This 
meeting then closed at 9.40pm. 


