
               Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 
3RX,

              Tel: 01569 730706      e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk    Website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

     Minutes of the meeting held in Maryculter Community Hall on 19 November 2012 at 7.30pm

     SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
      
Present    Representing  
Robin Baxter (Chairman)  Banchory-Devenick Cllr. Carl Nelson       Aberdeenshire 
Council
Graeme Eglintine   Banchory-Devenick Cllr. Ian Mollison       Aberdeenshire 
Council
Rob Winmill   Cookney/Netherley Cllr. Alison Evison    Aberdeenshire 
Council
Robert Keeler   Cookney/Netherley 
S. Fettig    Cookney/Netherley
Bob McKinney (Secretary) Cookney/Netherley
Avril Tulloch   Maryculter
Hazel Witte (Treasurer)  Maryculter
Susan Astell   Maryculter

Three members of the public.

1Apologies        
There were no apologies. 

2Police Report and Presentations   
No police report was submitted and there were no presentations.

3    Minutes of the Previous Meeting   
The minutes of the meeting on October 15 were proposed by Rob Winmill and seconded by Graeme 
Eglintine after correcting a minor spelling error in Item 3, para. 2, line 2 of “5 Planning” to 
‘Storybook’.

4    Matters Arising 
Schools:   Christeen Sarward has been appointed acting head teacher at Lairhillock Primary as of 
Monday 12 November 2012; the Nursery section are having an Open Morning on Tuesday November 
27 from 11.30am to 12.30pm; the Christmas Fair will be on Saturday 24 November from 10am to noon 
and school pantomimes will be shown on 11 December at 10am and 13 December at 7pm.

Website:  Graeme Eglintine proposed that a new website should be planned and ready to operate after 
the 2013 AGM. Steven Taylor, a resident of Netherley who has expertise in this field, will be invited to 
be co-opted as a community councillor for this project, and will form a sub-committee with Graeme 
and Bob McKinney to carry it forward.  They will prepare a paper on their plans, to bring this to a 
future meeting of the Community Council for consideration, based on the considerable discussion of 
this and last month’s meetings.



Roads:     The Supreme Court decision on the AWPR was announced on 17 October so it will now go 
ahead.
There was further discussion on recent flooding on the B979, particularly near the gas pumping station 
where previous council remedial work has resulted in flooding to Burnside Farm’s fields due to a build 
up of sand on a tributary of the Crynoch Burn.  It was noted that riparian owners have a responsibility 
to keep their water courses clear.  Long term planning is required for this and other flooding problems.
Stuart MacFarlane, Roads Manager has agreed to walk the B9077 South Deeside Road, between the 
Kingcausie and Maryculter House Hotel road ends with George Masson, so that he can better 
appreciate the need for traffic calming measures on this dangerous stretch.

Temporary Police Inspector Richard Taylor will be invited to attend the next NKRCC meeting on 10 
December to join with Stuart McFarlane, who has already agreed to attend, so that problems of joint 
responsibility can be aired.  Bob McKinney asked that further questions for both should be sent to him 
soon so that both speakers can prepare for discussion.

Councillor Mollison had learned that excessive mud on the roads should be reported to Grampian 
Police rather than the Aberdeenshire Council.

The B979 Netherley Road will be closed from December 1-12 at Sunnyside for culvert work, but local 
traffic can avoid this via Burnside, Stranog and Lairhillock.

5    Planning
Recent Planning applications
 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST MEETING 

APP/2012/3425   Hardhillock Farm, Maryculter, Aberdeen AB12 5GQ
                             Demolition of Farmhouse and Steadings and Erection of 3 No. Dwellinghouses, 
APP/2012/3393   Nether Burnhaugh,  Netherley, Stonehaven AB39 3QQ 

Change of Use of Agricultural Land to Domestic Garden Ground and Erection of 2 
No. Dwellinghouses and Change of use of Agricultural Land to Domestic Garden 
Ground for Existing Farmhouse 

APP/2012/3505   Hillocks Farmhouse, Bridge of Muchalls, Stonehaven 
Erection of Replacement Dwellinghouse 

 APP/2012/3416  Heathcot House, Blairs, Aberdeen AB12 5YP 
 Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse  
APP/2012/3653   Schoolmasters Croft, Kirkton of Maryculter, Aberdeen AB12 5FS 
 Erection of Dwellinghouse (Replacement) and Garage (Change of House Type) 
APP/2012/3690 Glenfarg, Netherley, Stonehaven AB39 3RA 
 Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse

The following applications were discussed:
Alhamra – Rob had made further investigations and circulated his findings, the decision being that 
there was no need for NKRCC to make any comments.

Wind turbines - The application for two turbines at Logie has now been reduced to one. The MoD 
objected to two, though this has now been withdrawn. It was noted that Logie is fractionally outside 
our area. 
 
Greenheads Farm- The application for a meteorological mast has been approved.  Meanwhile the 
application for one 80m turbine is still pending.

The new Local Development Plan (LDP) has been published and Rob Winmill has a copy.

A resident had asked whether a licence was required for firework displays at private events, since 
animals had been disturbed locally.  Councillors responded that a licence is needed for public events 
and restricted to five days annually: New Year, Chinese New Year, Diwali, November 5 and possibly 
one other date.  Secretary to enquire about current legislation for private events.



Meikle Carewe Wind Farm Community Fund
Bob and Graeme represented NKRCC at its second meeting on 13 November at Cookney Hall.  
Although representatives from five community councils were invited, only Newtonhill/Muchalls/
Cammachmore and NKRCC turned up, with no representatives from Portlethen, Stonehaven or 
Crathes/Drumoak/Durris.   It was suggested that if these last two fail to attend they will not have any 
say in setting criteria or other decisions concerning the fund once these decisions have been made.  
NKRCC’s proposal that each Community Council should have an allocation of 15% of the money 
involved, leaving 25% open for bids across the whole area, was further discussed.  It was agreed that 
requests for funding should not exclude those for running costs, as is the case in several other grant-
funding bodies. Groups or associations who employ professional fundraisers should be excluded from 
applying for grants.  The minutes will be circulated to Community Councillors when available and the 
next meeting will be on 3 December again at Cookney Hall. 

6    Finance and 300 Club    
Hazel Witte advised that we currently have £1,378 of which £185 is reserved for 300 Club cash prizes
A letter of thanks had been received from Fiona Thomson of the Maryculter Senior Citizens 
Association for their recent grant of £200.

A decision was made to continue membership of the Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland at 
the increased annual subscription of £25.

The following draws were then made for the 300 Club November 2012 draw:  £25 – no. 281; £15 – no. 
216; £10 – no. 360 and £5 – no. 280. 

Packs of 300 Club tickets for 2013 were distributed to Community Councillors, to be offered to 
residents and proceeds returned to the treasurer by the January meeting.

7    Correspondence and Licensing applications 
There were no licensing applications.

Community Council Forum Meeting on Thursday 22 November at Viewmount, Stonehaven from 
7-9pm

Grampian and Lower Deeside Neighbourhood Watch Associations: AGM on 28 November at 
Cults Academy 7.30 – 8.30pm.

Aberdeenshire Council: There will be a Budget Engagement Event meeting on Monday 3 December 
at Lairhillock Primary School, 6.45 for 7pm with Aberdeenshire Council Chief Executive Colin 
Mackenzie; William Munro, Kincardine and Mearns Area Manager;  Jim Gifford, Leader of 
Aberdeenshire Council and “leading politicians”.  The aim is to identify future funding priorities and 
each community councillor has received a letter of invitation.

Forestry Commission: The Forestry Commission is considering selling Oldman Wood as part of their 
Repositioning Programme. Bob McKinney is to contact the District Manager, John Thomson, for 
further details.

8AOCB 
AWPR: Robert Keeler has already had a visit from the Archeological Survey Team.

Blairs: A report was recently submitted to Area Committee showing full details of finish of the walls, 
roofing and other design details of houses at Blairs (as required under Condition 7).  No other news of 
progress on the application for full planning permission, other than the last information from the 
department saying that it should be end of 2012 or early 2013.

Colin Pike pointed that Aberdeenshire Council appears to have issued list of several criteria which 
must be satisfied in respect of all new wind turbine applications.
 



9    Next Meeting  
The date of the next meeting was then set for Monday, 10 December at 7.30pm. The meeting then 
closed at 9.20pm.


