
               Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 
3RX,

              Tel: 01569 730706      e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk    Website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

     Minutes of the meeting held in Maryculter Community Hall on 15 October 2012 at 7.30pm

     SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
      
Present    Representing  
Robin Baxter (Chairman)  Banchory-Devenick Cllr. Carl Nelson       Aberdeenshire 
Council
Graeme Eglintine   Banchory-Devenick Cllr. Ian Mollison       Aberdeenshire 
Council
Rob Winmill   Cookney/Netherley 
Robert Keeler   Cookney/Netherley 
S. Fettig    Cookney/Netherley
Bob McKinney (Secretary) Cookney/Netherley
Avril Tulloch   Maryculter
Hazel Witte (Treasurer)  Maryculter

1     Apologies         
Councillor Alison Evison

2Police Report and Presentations  
Two Police Constables from the Portlethen Office attended and reported that the damaged barrier on 
the unclassified road between Blairs and Portlethen had been repaired shortly after being reported.  
Twenty two incidents have been reported to Police in the North Kincardine area during the last month.  
Many were from residents who reported suspicious behaviour and unexpected vehicles in the area.  
Investigations of three recent local thefts are continuing.
  
Graeme Eglintine voiced concerns of some women living alone in the Banchory-Devenick area, about 
the Travellers recently parked by the A90 at Redmoss Road.  Bob McKinney pointed out that the 
Police’s and the local council’s policy is one of non-harassment of such Travellers, according to EU 
regulation.  They cannot be requested to move on until there is a complaint from the landowner, and as 
yet there are no council sites to which they could be moved.  Councillor Mollison pointed out that 
crimes thought to be related to Travellers are just as likely to have been committed by residents who 
take advantage of their proximity.  

We were reminded that domestic housebreakings are most likely to take place between 3pm and 7pm, 
and to ensure that precautions such as timed indoor lighting and movement-activated outdoor lighting 
are considered at home.

3    Minutes of the Previous Meetings   
The minutes of the meeting on September 17 were proposed by S. Fettig and seconded by Avril Tulloch 
after the following change had been made:

“5  Planning - delete the last paragraph and replace it with:



‘It was noted that the Maryculter Farm shop planning application, change of use to holiday 
accommodation, was recently granted; the Stoybook Glen application for four houses and a Soft Play 
Centre has also been recommended for approval; there was nothing new regarding the possible 
development at Blairs College which is having problems fulfilling planning conditions, but a full 
planning application is expected in the New Year.”

4    Matters Arising 
Schools:   Concern was expressed about seagulls fouling the Lairhillock playground.  The use of a 
raptor over the summer had reduced the problem and consideration was being given to a bird repellent 
coating on the roof.
Head teacher Marion Youngson has been seconded to Woodhill House for a limited period, but no 
Acting Head Teacher has been appointed as yet.

Bob McKinney advised that the school BBQ held on 15 September had raised £1500 and that the next 
meeting of the Parent Council was at the school on Thursday 1 November 2012. 

It was also noted that Neil Morrison has been appointed as Rector of Portlethen Academy.

Website:  Graeme reported he would add last week’s planning applications; otherwise it was up to 
date.
After much discussion Rob offered to prepare a plan to rationalize the information on the website, 
suggest improvements and circulate this for discussion at our next meeting.  The site currently includes 
minutes dating back to 2007.  The use of links to Aberdeenshire Council website for planning 
applications and possible electronic storage of non-current information would be considered

Roads:     The Supreme Court decision on the AWPR will be announced on October 17.
There was further discussion on the need for speed calming measures on the stretch of the B9077 South 
Deeside Road, between the Milltimber Brae junction westwards to the entrance to Maryculter House 
Hotel.  NKRCC has previously written to the Roads Dept. and to Councillor Evison with our concerns, 
but the response, as before, has been that it did not satisfy the criteria for a 40 MPH speed limit.  Both a 
safety study and electronic warning sign were suggested and a decision made to invite Mr. McFarlane, 
Roads Manager to the December meeting since his recent letter of response indicated some 
misunderstandings.  Prepared questions and information for Mr. McFarlane should be e-mailed to Bob 
McKinney prior to the December meeting. 

Bob also advised that there will be a meeting on Monday 22 October at the Town House, Broad Street, 
Aberdeen, about the Scottish Transport Appraisal Guide (STAG) study on a new River Dee crossing, to 
which anyone interested can attend.

5    Planning
Recent Planning applications
 
APP/2012/3061; Land to South West of  Hollybank House, Durris, Banchory AB31 6EB - Erection of 
1 x 100kW (24m to Hub Height and 36m to Blade Tip) Wind Turbine, Erection of Meter House and 
Formation of Access Track, 
APP/2012/3053; Ardoe Hall, South Deeside Road, Ardoe, Aberdeen AB12 5XT - Demolition of 
Existing Building and Erection of Dwellinghouse and Change of Use of Land to Domestic Garden 
Ground,
APP/2012/3175; Marybank Cottage, Kincairn, Blairs, Aberdeen AB12 5YQ - Alterations and 
Extension to Dwellinghouse, Including Demolition of Outbuilding, 
APP/2012/3177; Laurachlea, Burnhead, Blairs, Aberdeen AB12 5YX -  Installation of Air Source Heat 
Pump, 
APP/2012/3233; Beannachar, Camphill Community, Newton Dee, Bieldside, Aberdeen AB15 9DX - 
Erection of Dwellinghouse (Staff Accommodation), 
APP/2012/3191; Kincairn House, Blairs, Aberdeen AB12 5YQ - Alterations and Extension to 
Dwellinghouse 
APP/2012/3329; Alhamra, Blairs, Aberdeen AB12 5YQ - Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse 
(Amendments to KM/APP/2011/2346), 



APP/2012/3057; Menage at West Tilbouries, Maryculter, Aberdeen AB12 5GD - Removal of Condition 
5 (Sole Benefit of Applicant Mrs D. Sharpe) and Condition 6 (Incidental to the Enjoyment of the 
Dwellinghouse Deeview, West Tilbouries, Durris) of Planning Permission Reference APP/2006/2036.

The following applications were discussed:
Alhamra – Comments have to be in by November 8, but details are not yet on the council website.  Rob 
will circulate details when they are available and ask for comments.
Hollybank House – It was noted that the applicant lives a mile away from the proposed site, but there 
are 15 homes within 800m.  It was agreed to object along the same lines as other similar applications 
nearby, and expressing concern about the proliferation of wind turbines without any overall planning 
guidelines as to their location.
Chapelton of Elsick - comments on the Phase 1 application must be received by November 8.  Rob will 
do so mentioning the need for interim provision of GP services and public transport at an earlier stage 
than proposed. A further information report had been received by Bob and passed on to Rob Winmill. 

Meikle Carewe Wind Farm Community Fund
Bob and Graeme represented NKRCC at its first meeting on October 4 at Cookney Hall.  
Representatives from five community councils will be involved; North Kincardine, Portlethen, 
Newtonhill/Muchalls/Cammachmore, Crathes/Drumoak/Durris, and Stonehaven, though the last two 
did not send a representative to this meeting. The committee will also involve a representative from 
RES and KMAP.

NKRCC’s proposal that each Community Council should have an allocation of 15% of the money 
involved, leaving 25% open for bids across the whole area, was discussed, but no decision reached.  
The minutes will be circulated to Community Councillors when available. Kees Witte suggested that 
when criteria are being developed for grants, that they are not limited to capital expenditure, but can be 
used for running costs. This was noted.

6    Finance and 300 Club    
Hazel Witte advised that we currently have £1,603 of which £330 is reserved for 300 Club cash prizes. 
The annual administration grant of £510 from Aberdeenshire Council has arrived.

An application from the Maryculter Senior Citizens Association to support their annual Christmas party 
was considered, and a grant of £200 agreed.

The treasurer was authorized to make preparations for the 2013 300 Club lottery. The following draws 
were then made for the 300 Club October 2012 draw:  £50 - #358; £25 - #225; £15 - #104 and £5 - 
#266. 

7    Correspondence and Licensing applications 
There were no licensing applications.

Bob advised that he had been given questionnaires from the joint Public Services Group (councils, 
police, fire service, NHS and local universities) for circulation and return by October 31. This can also 
be done online.

8    AOCB 
Community Safety Group
S Fettig had attended their recent meeting and reported that funds are available for suitable projects – 
suggestions to secretary Bob. S Fettig will continue to attend these meetings when he can.
Cardboard recycling
Councillor Mollison reminded us that cardboard should be flattened before inserting into recycling 
containers.  
Cammachmore Community Engagement project
This had been circulated by e-mail.  Short discussion indicated that NKRCC supported its conclusions.
Area Partnership for North Kincardine
This does not yet exist, but there is one south of Stonehaven (Mearns Area Partnership) and it was 
suggested that due to a lack of such a partnership for the NK area that we were losing out on funding 
streams for community groups in the area.  Bob will follow this up.



Recruitment
The recent circulation of a request for new Community Councillors in the South Deeside View has led 
to two people expressing some interest in learning more about the responsibilities involved.  Section 
8.5 of our constitution allows for individuals to be co-opted either to fill a vacancy (with full voting 
rights) or “whose views, advice and professional and technical skills might be of assistance in the 
promotion or advancement of any matter or project falling within the objects of the Community 
Council”) – but without voting rights.  There is still a need to seek potential members from Maryculter 
and Banchory-Devenick. It was also pointed out that there appeared to be nothing in the Constitution 
preventing a resident living in one part of the NK area and representing another, should the situation 
arise.
 
9    Next Meeting  
The date of the next meeting was then set for Monday, November 19th at 7.30pm. This meeting then 
closed at 9.35pm.


