
Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 
3RX, Tel: 01569 730706 email:  secretary@nkrcc.org.uk

Visit our Website - www.nkrcc.org.uk

Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Monday 18th June 2012 at 7.30pm at the Corbie Hall, 
Maryculter, Aberdeenshire.

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

   Present: Representing:
Robin Baxter (Chairman)                                                          Banchory-Devenick
Rob Winmill                                                                              Cookney/Netherley
Robert Keeler                                                                            Cookney/Netherley
Bob McKinney                                                                          Cookney/Netherley
Susan Astell                                                                               Maryculter
Graeme Eglintine                                                                       Banchory-Devenick

Cllr Carl Nelson                                                                        Aberdeenshire Council
Cllr Alison Evison                                                                     Aberdeenshire Council 

Twelve members of the public.

1 Apologies:
Hazel Witte, Avril Tulloch and Councillor Ian Mollison.

2 Police Report and Presentations:
Police Report
Pc Grant Hardie from Portlethen Police Office gave the Police Report.

He advised that crime had been low in the area but that on 18.05.12 a potentially serious assault had occurred at 
the Kirkton of Maryculter, when a young man had been approached by a white Ford Transit van containing 3 
males, asked directions by one of the males then punched to the face. A suspect had been identified and enquiries 
were ongoing. It was stressed that this had been an isolated incident.

On 19.05.12 an attempt ad been made to cut the perimeter wire at Copland Motors, Blairs, but it appeared that 
nothing had been stolen.

There had also been a recent Theft by Housebreaking at a house at Durris and though it was not in the NKRCC 
area, the culprits were likely using a vehicle to travel around the larger area. Any suspicious sightings should be 
reported to the Police (Tel – 0845 600 5700).

Pc Hardie also advised that there had been a spate of car thefts across the Force area where owners had left their 
keys in the car ignitions and warned against complacency, which would soon be taken advantage of by travelling 
criminals from Aberdeen.

Councillor Nelson reported that he had recently been in Stonehaven with his grandchildren to see the Olympic 
torch and had been very impressed by the way that Police officers had conducted themselves. There were no 
questions for Pc Hardie. He was thanked for his attendance and allowed back to his beat duties.

Presentations
There were no presentations.

3 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Bob McKinney advised that Item 5, last paragraph, Line should read ‘as the next regular meeting would 
incorporate’ and that Susan Astell’s name should be moved from ‘Present’ to ‘Apologies’.
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With those amendments Graeme Eglintine then proposed and Rob Winmill seconded the minutes of the previous 
meeting as an accurate record of that meeting.

4 Matters Arising
Rural Schools and South Deeside Under-Fives
Bob McKinney advised that from the Litter Pick, which the South Deeside Under Fives recently undertook at 
Stonehaven beach, a final total of £750 had been raised. Bob advised that the event had been supported by the 
Keep Scotland Beautiful campaign and Tesco, Banchory and that 10 black bags of rubbish had been cleared.

Website
Graeme Eglintine advised that the website was up to date.

Roads inc. AWPR
There was nothing to report on this matter.
5      Planning
Recent Planning Applications
APP/2012/1572: Burnhead Cottage, Netherley, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX - Alterations and Extension to 

Dwellinghouse Including Change of Use of Land from Agricultural to Domestic Garden Ground,
APP/2012/1707: Land at Meikle Carewe, Netherley, Stonehaven, AB39 3SY - Refurbishment of High Voltage 

(33kV) Overhead Line Including Increasing Height of Poles to a Maximum Height of 12 Metres,
APP/2012/1775: Beannachar, Camphill Community, Banchory Devenick, Aberdeen, AB12 5YL - Alterations & 

Extension to Form Garden Workshop and Potting Shed,
APP/2012/1855: Mercure Ardoe House Hotel & Spa, Ardoe, Aberdeen, AB12 5YP - Variation of Condition 1 of 

Planning Permission (KM/APP/2009/1907) Extension to Time Period for Alterations to Main 
Hotel Entrance and Formation of Disabled Access,

APP/2012/1790: 10 Altries Wood, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5GH - Alterations and Extension to 
Dwellinghouse.

Other Planning Matters
Rob then returned to the first application above, Burnhead Cottage, to advise that this was the same applicant 
who had recently applied to build a wind turbine close to that address. He also advised that a letter of concern 
about the turbine application, as discussed, had been sent to the Planning Department. Rob will circulate a copy 
of this letter in due course.

There was then a short discussion about the application at Ardoe House Hotel.

Rob then advised that on 6 June 2012, along with Robert Keeler and Bob McKinney, he had attended an open 
meeting with RES about the Meikle Carewe wind farm. He then gave a short summary on discussions held and 
advised that he had written to the Planning Department asking for confirmation that all of the outstanding 
planning conditions had been complied with. A reply was awaited. Rob also spoke about the building operations 
planned for the wind farm.

Rob then spoke about the Community Fund of £20k, which will increase by 2.5% p.a. and will move to the buyer 
with any sale of the site, KMAP will act as treasurer of the fund with a yet-to-be-selected management committee 
actually deciding on the criteria surrounding any funding applications and the applications themselves. The first 
of the funds will be available in March 2013 but the first step is setting up the management committee, which is 
expected to occur about September 2012. A fuller discussion will take place on this at the August meeting.

Robert Keeler then gave a short outline of how a similar scheme operates in the Mearns area, based on the Tullo 
wind farm on the Garvock.

Bob McKinney also pointed out that it had been agreed and re-stated at the extraordinary meeting of 11 
June 2012 that it has always been a principle of NKRCC that they will not consider any community fund, 
based on a wind farm application, whilst that application is still live and under consideration.

Bob McKinney also advised that he had recently received a letter from Piers Blaxter, Aberdeenshire Council, 
advising that the new Local Development Plan 2012 and Supplementary Guidance has been adopted as of 1 June 
2012.

Bob also advised that the Elsick Development Company would be holding a public exhibition about the project 
between 2.30pm and 6.30pm on Friday 22 June 2012 at Cookney Hall.



6Finance & 300 Club
Bob McKinney advised that, in Hazel Witte’s absence he had been asked to advise that the NKRCC bank account 
currently held £1544.06. It was not clear how much had been set aside for prizes.

The following draws were then made: June 2012: £50 - #237, £15 - #315, £10 - #65, £5 - #288.

Bob also advised that there had been the following correspondence regarding finance:

i) A letter of thanks from Marian Youngson, Head Teacher at Lairhillock Primary School for NKRCC’s 
recent donation toward the Adventure Playground Project.
ii) A letter from Gary Strachan, Team Coach for the boys’ football teams at Lairhillock Primary seeking 
sponsorship of £100 for the winners’ cup and medals for the winning team and runners up in the local 
Invercrynoch Cup. After a short discussion this was approved.

7 Correspondence & Licensing Applications
i) A letter from Aberdeenshire Council advising of the details of the Insurance Policy with Zurich 
Municipal covering all Shire Community Councils for public liability.
ii) A letter from Knight Frank advising of a Community Exhibition for the proposed development for 
mixed use (inc a football stadium) for land at Loirston, Nigg, Aberdeen. The exhibition was to be held 
between 1.00pm and 8.00pm on Tuesday 19 June 2012 at Thistle Aberdeen Altens Hotel, Souterhead Road, 
Aberdeen.

There were no Licensing applications.

8 AOB
Robert Keeler advised of an open day at Cookney Hall between 2.00pm and 5.00pm on Sunday 1 July 2012 to 
mark the re-opening of the Hall after its recent refurbishment.

Graeme Eglintine advised that he had recently been made aware of the mess of the playground at Lairhillock 
Primary School, due to bird droppings. Councillor Nelson advised that he was believed that everything that could 
be done was being done, but that it was a difficult problem.

  
Graeme advised that he believed that parents and the school were looking for support to tackle the problem. It was 
suggested that NKRCC should try to support tackling this problem. It was agreed that Bob McKinney should look 
into the matter and try to offer support on behalf of NKRCC.

9 NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting of the NKRCC was set for Monday 20th August 2012 at 7.30pm. The meeting then 
had a short break before the AGM.

Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX Tel: 01569 
730706, email:  secretary@nkrcc.org.uk
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                                                      AGENDA
for the ordinary meeting to be held on Monday 20 August 2012 at 7.30pm at the Corbie 
Hall, Maryculter, Aberdeenshire.

1.  Apologies

2.  Police Report and Presentation(s) 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

4. Matters Arising
- Rural Schools & South Deeside Under-Fives
- Website
- Roads (incl. AWPR)

5. Planning
- Recent planning applications etc.
-          MC Community Fund

6. Finance & 300 Club

7. Correspondence & Licensing Applications

8. AOB 

9.  Next Meeting
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