
Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 
3RX, Tel: 01569 730706 email:  secretary@nkrcc.org.uk

Visit our Website - www.nkrcc.org.uk

Minutes of AGM held on Monday 18th June 2012 at 7.30pm at the Corbie Hall, Maryculter, 
Aberdeenshire.

(SUBJECT TO APPROVAL)

Present: Representing:
Robin Baxter (Chairman)                                                          Banchory-Devenick
Rob Winmill                                                                              Cookney/Netherley
Robert Keeler                                                                            Cookney/Netherley
Bob McKinney                                                                          Cookney/Netherley
Susan Astell                                                                               Maryculter
Graeme Eglintine                                                                       Banchory-Devenick

Cllr Carl Nelson                                                                         Aberdeenshire Council
Cllr Alison Evison                                                                     Aberdeenshire Council 

Twelve members of the public.

1 Apologies:
Hazel Witte, Avril Tulloch and Councillor Ian Mollison.

2 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Rob Winmill proposed and Robin Baxter seconded the minutes of the AGM of 20 June 2011 as an accurate 
record of that meeting.

3 Treasurer’s Report
   The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Bob McKinney, in Hazel Witte’s absence. In went as follows:

Treasurer’s Report 2011-2012

Our finances are in good order with £1,544.06 in the accumulated fund on 31.5.2012.

Income
• The Aberdeenshire Council Administrative Grant of £510 as in the last two years
• £2050 from 410 subscriptions to our 300 Club, our largest ever.
• Bank interest of £9.11
• Expired and returned cheques amounting to £160

Expenditure
• The £150 cost of a new notice board was re-imbursed by a cheque from the Co-operative Group 

Community Fund.  An additional £48.42 was spent on renovating its supporting framework at Maryculter 
East.

• Annual £20 subscriptions each to Scotways and the Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland
• The advertisement in the Mearns Leader for our AGM was again £42.42.
• Administrative costs totalled £79.99, for the purchase of a dictaphone and stocking up on stamps before 

prices increased.
• We hosted the joint meeting of Community Councils in May and spent £60.54 on catering costs.
• Our 300 Club prize allocation was £685 for the 2011 calendar year.  Since we took in more subscriptions 

for 2012, an additional four £25 prizes have been added, keeping the proportion of cash prizes to 38% of 
income.

• We allocated a total of £1,680 to local clubs and groups as follows:
£300 Maryculter Scouts towards their camping trip to Germany
£180 South Deeside Under Fives for a walkodile
£150 Maryculter Senior Citizens Christmas party 
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£300 Friends of Cookney Hall for a vacuum cleaner
£250 Setting up costs for Maryculter/Cookney Church Youth Café Holiday Club
£500 to Lairhillock School for outdoor play equipment

No community councillor has charged for their many phone calls, journeys made or other expenses incurred in 
carrying out their responsibilities, demonstrating considerable goodwill and community spirit.

These accounts have been audited by Raymond Cowan.

Hazel Witte, Treasurer, June 2012.

Bob McKinney then proposed and Graeme Eglintine seconded the Treasurer’s Report

4 Chairman’s Report
Our Community is into another important year. The issues are remarkably similar to 2011 and some matters do 
not appear to have moved forward at all! Perhaps the financial climate continues to distract both government and 
industry from action? The oil and gas industry however continues to thrive providing direct employment and a 
spin-off for many services. The possibility of the Local Development Plan and Strategic Development Plan for 
our area being in place is now closer however. Whether this system will be better or worse, only time will tell. 
These Plans should help to give certainty as to which planning applications are likely to succeed and where 
development is likely to take place in the near term. Elsick, a community within our community and a new town 
is now going to happen. The scale is less clear. The questions remain. Housing generally and the expansion of 
residential accommodation is a subject for vigorous debate. It will continue to be so in a rural area where many of 
the people live so they are not in the town. Despite the locally expressed views against windfarms and wind 
turbines the Scottish Government continues to be a strong supporter and more applications are encouraged by 
‘brokers’ looking to exploit the opportunities with landowners. The landowners, according to many, have 
insufficient incentive to farm the lands preferring in many cases to leave the fields under grass. Meanwhile our 
roads are busier with the many vehicles which bring the food to our supermarkets and shops burning the fuel 
which the scientists tell us will affect our climate in the future.  On the subject of roads we do not appear to be 
getting the AWPR quite yet. The Scottish Government appears to think it is a foregone conclusion. Some locals 
disagree! While nobody expects that the trucks will stop pounding down the cobbled streets of Aberdeen and the 
narrow lanes of our rural community it had been hoped that some traffic might be soon reduced on the commuting 
routes in the area taking many to their places of work!  Not apparently any time soon. The communities are being 
built but not always the road network and support services. What services are essential and what merely 
desirable? Who will pay, the taxpayer or the developer? Services have to be maintained. The alarming number of 
potholes on our rural roads has of course increased with reports that individuals have become so concerned that 
they have used their own tarmac in some places to patch up the problems. Well at least if you are reluctant to 
drive to work then you can work from your home office.  Perhaps this is the case if you have broadband. Yes I 
mean any broadband. Despite the Scottish Government’s Infrastructure and Capital Investment Committee 
statements on the matter there remain areas in our community which have no broadband at all or at such a slow 
speed that it is not possible to communicate with your friends far less run a business!

So why live in our community at all? Well because it has still got more to offer than anywhere else! Because we 
are close to the City we have many benefits but we have the pressure of development on our area like any other 
close to a thriving city.  That is our privilege. NKRCC continues to be a theatre for hearing new ideas as well as 
complaints. It continues to support the democratic rights of all of the individuals who live there from different 
backgrounds and religious and political persuasions to express their views and have a hearing. NKRCC writes in 
support and against the issues for the community after hearing ‘the voice’ of the community whether it is an 
entirely ‘local’  issue or whether it pertains to everyone in the area.   In addition to the Community Councillors 
each meeting is well represented by members of the public who just want to hear about ’what is going on’ or to 
say what they think. Elected representatives from Aberdeenshire Cllrs Ian Mollison Carl Nelson and Paul 
Melling attending regularly and provide guidance and insight. Guest attendees include the Local MSP, BT, the 
local Police, representatives from the Roads Authority and many others.

NKRCC needs your help. Come along and express your views on all of the local issues. Talk to your local 
representative. So they can express your views. Become a Community Councillor. Please participate. It is your 
right and your duty if you like to live in this community.

 
5       Nominations for Vacancies

There was only one outgoing Community Councillor; Bob McKinney, leaving two vacancies in the Cookney/
Netherley area. Bob was proposed by Rob Winmill and seconded by Hazel Witte for a further three years.

The other Cookney/Netherley vacancy saw Sean Fettig nominated by Bob McKinney and seconded by Rob 
Winmill. There being no other nominations Bob and Sean were duly elected for their area.



Graeme Eglintine was then nominated by Robert Keeler and seconded by Robin Winmill as a full Community 
Councillor for the Banchory-Devenick area, as opposed to his current standing as a co-opted member. As there 
were no other nominations for the area this was carried. 

This then left two outstanding vacancies for the Maryculter area and one for the Banchory-Devenick area.

The two Elected Members present,  Councillors Nelson and Evison also agreed to be co-opted to serve on NKRCC 
for a further year. Councillor Mollison had previously intimated that he too would be happy to serve as a co-opted 
member for the coming year.

6       Election of Office Bearers and Appointment of Auditor

         The Office Bearers for the next term of office will be:-
  Chairman   - Robin Baxter      
  Vice-chairman   - Robert Keeler
                           Treasurer   - Hazel Witte  
  Secretary   - Bob McKinney 
  Minutes Secretary - Avril Tulloch
                           Planning Officer    -           Robin Winmill
  Roads and Rural
                           Matters    - Susan Astell
  Webmaster and 
                           Press Officer   - Graeme Eglintine

  Auditor  - Raymond Cowan

7      Meeting Dates for 2011/2012
20 AUGUST 2012
17 SEPTEMBER 2012
15 OCTOBER 2012
19 NOVEMBER 2012
10 DECEMBER 2012
21 JANUARY 2013
18 FEBRUARY 2013
18 MARCH 2013
15 APRIL 2013
20 MAY 2013
17 JUNE 2013 (AGM)
JULY – NO MEETING

N.B. – All meetings will be held at the Corbie Hall,  Maryculter, Aberdeenshire, starting at 7.30pm, including the 
meeting incorporating the AGM of 17 June 2013, due there being a Pilates class booked at the Hall until that time.

8AOCB
George Masson expressed his thanks to the Community Councillors present for their work on behalf of the 
community over the past year.

There was then some discussion over how to recruit new Community Councillors in the coming months. It was 
agreed to look at this matter on 20 August, when the new season starts.

9 NEXT MEETING
The date of the next regular meeting of the NKRCC was set for Monday 20 August 2012 at 7.30pm.


