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Minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on Monday 11th June 2012 at 8.00pm at Invercrynoch 
Cottage, Maryculter, Aberdeenshire.

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

Present:  Representing:
Bob McKinney (Secretary)                                                       Cookney/Netherley
Robert Keeler (Vice Chairman)                                                Cookney/Netherley
Rob Winmill                                                                              Cookney/Netherley
Avril Tulloch                                                                             Maryculter
Susan Astell                                                                               Maryculter
Graeme Eglintine                                                                       Banchory-Devenick
Hazel Witte                                                                                Maryculter

1 Apologies:
Robin Baxter.

2 Business
There was only one item of business planned for the meeting.  

Bob McKinney reminded all present that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the latest developments 
regarding the Meikle Carewe windfarm, the Community Fund derived from same and NKRCC’s response to 
these matters.

Rob Winmill gave a short resume of the public meeting with RES on Wednesday 6 June 2012 at the Bettridge 
Centre, Newtonhill.  This included a timetable of the works involved in building the windfarm and how it may 
affect the immediate community and those a bit further afield. Rob also advised that the project should be 
operating by the end of March 2013, the Community Fund would amount to £20400 per year, index linked at a 
2.5% annual increase, and guaranteed even if the project is sold by RES.

It has been proposed that there should be a committee (details yet to be finalised) which will sit in consideration 
of applications to the fund and that the fund will be managed by KMAP acting as Treasurer.  Rob also suggested 
that the Tullo Hill document would be a good starting point for the new management committee.

Graeme Eglintine raised his concerns that planning applications for wind farms may sway some peoples’ 
opinions about the merits of the application. Hazel Witte reminded all present that she had been Chair of NKRCC 
at the time that the original application had been made and that she and the then members of NKRCC had made it 
clear that they would consider the application solely on its own merits and that they would not consider or discuss 
anything about a Community Fund and that this principle had continued until the final decision had been made by 
the Reporter, on appeal of the application. This principle had been applied to all other windfarm or turbine 
applications ever since.

Bob McKinney advised that his position was that as the windfarm application was now decided beyond any 
appeal, and as building was ready to start, NKRCC should be active in trying to gain a fair share of the Fund for 
the NKRCC area. This generated some discussion.

Agreed – that the principle above should remain,  that any future windfarm applications should be decided 
solely on its own merits and that no discussion should be considered by NKRCC about community funds 
whilst the application is live.

It was also suggested by Graeme that we should include an article on the NKRCC website and in the next South 
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Deeside View, and possibly in the Leader and Piper, summarising NKRCC’s involvement in the application 
process for Meikle Carewe.

There were them some suggestions about which local groups might sit on the yet-to-be-formed management 
committee and that those groups, if so represented, may not be able to make applications to the fund, as they 
would also be sitting in consideration of their own applications which would be a clear conflict of interest.

There was also some discussion on the composition of this management group and how the funding might be 
divided up for each of the relevant areas.

Agreed - that Robert Keeler will contact KMAP to learn about their experiences of managing similar funds 
in the Laurencekirk area,  to establish if the Tullo project is in one Community Council area, how the 
community find from that project is divided.

It was suggested that it could become an important function of NKRCC that any funding opportunities which 
came to light for local groups should be highlighted to them. This was agreed. There was then some discussions 
about which type of applicant would be eligible or ineligible to apply.

Agreed – that NKRCC would elect a representative and deputy to attend the meetings of the community 
fund management committee at the meeting of 20 August 2012 and that we look forward to working with 
other groups for the greater good of the area.

3 AOB
There was no other business.

4 NEXT MEETING
The date of the next meeting of the NKRCC was confirmed for 7.00pm on Monday 18th June 2012 which would 
be an ordinary meeting followed by the AGM. The meeting then closed at 9.05pm.


