
Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 
3RX, Tel: 01569 730706 email:  secretary@nkrcc.org.uk

Visit our Website - www.nkrcc.org.uk

Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Monday 21st May 2012 at 7.30pm at the Corbie Hall, 
Maryculter, Aberdeenshire.

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

   Present: Representing:
Robin Baxter (Chairman)                                                          Banchory-Devenick
Rob Winmill                                                                              Cookney/Netherley
Susan Astell                                                                               Maryculter
Avril Tulloch                                                                             Maryculter
Graeme Eglintine                                                                       Banchory-Devenick

Cllr Carl Nelson                                                                        Aberdeenshire Council
Cllr Ian Mollison                                                                       Aberdeenshire Council
Cllr Alison Evison                                                                     Aberdeenshire Council 

Three members of the public.

Robin Baxter welcomed Alison Evison as the new Elected Member for the North Kincardine area.

1 Apologies:
Robert Keeler and Hazel Witte

2 Police Report and Presentations:
Police Report
Constable Gavin Clunie from Portlethen police office was in attendance. He advised that since the last meeting 
that had been a small number of incidents including a fatal road traffic collision on the South Deeside Road. 
Between 12 and 17 May there had been a daytime break-in to a house at Durris. This matter was still being 
investigated.

Constable Clunie also advised that over the new few days a Divisional Police officer will be teaming up with a 
Stonehaven traffic officer to monitor the speed of traffic past Lairhillock Primary School as a result of the 
concerns raised at a previous meeting.

Constable Clunie also advised that the Area Inspector, Steve Golightly, was moving on and would be replaced by 
Inspector Stuart Ednie. Inspector Golightly has asked that his thanks be passed on to the Community Council for 
their support over the previous two years.

A reminder was also given that the Olympic Torch would be passing through the local area on 11/12 June 2012.

Bill Anderson then raised a query about the recent fatal query on the South Deeside Road which led to a short 
discussion on road signage.

Presentations
There were no presentations.

3 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Bob McKinney advised that a few small errors had been pointed out to him:

Item 2,  Presentation, Para 3, first line should read 'South Deeside View/NKRCC Plant Sale'; same item, Para 6, 
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Line 1 should read 'There were then'; Item 6, the bank account held £2373; Item 8, Para 2, Line 2 should read 
'SDV/NKRCC Plant Sale and Coffee Morning'; Item 9, date of the Next Meeting should read '21st May 2012'.

Bob McKinney also reminded everyone that at the previous meeting, April 2012, the applicant for a wind turbine 
had suggested that the Community Council's position on that application between the letter previously submitted 
to Aberdeenshire Council and the meeting in March 2012 had changed. Bob advised that he had checked the 
recording of the April meeting and could detect no change in the Community Council's position. This was 
endorsed by others present.

Graeme Eglintine then proposed and Rob Winmill seconded the minutes of the previous meeting as an accurate 
record of that meeting.

4 Matters Arising
Rural Schools and South Deeside Under-Fives
Avril Tulloch advised that Marian Youngson,  Lairhillock Primary School had contacted her to express her thanks 
for the donation NKRCC had given toward the new play area at the school and that the school had almost 
reached its target of £15000 for the whole project.

Bob McKinney reported that he had been advised by Hazel Witte that that the SDV/NKRCC Plant Sale and 
Coffee Morning had raised £756 before costs. Rob Winmill also advised that he had collected a further £45, 
which he would pass to Hazel. These proceeds would then be forwarded to Marian Youngson to be added to the 
funds for the school play area project.

Website
Graeme Eglintine advised that the website was up to date apart from the latest planning applications, which 
would be soon be added.

Roads inc. AWPR
Bob McKinney advised that Roadsense intended to take forward their latest appeal to the Supreme Court in 
London around 9 July 2012, though costs for both sides had been capped.

Bob also advised of the closure of the A957 Slug Road at Cowton Bridge on 28 May for 5 days to allow repairs 
to the bridge.

A MOP advised that he had counted about 300 cars in an hour on his road, the C5K, and would be glad to see that 
situation change. He also expressed his feeling that Roadsense had been subject of some vitriolic and nasty 
comments and showed some surprise that they were still fighting on. This led to a short discussion on the matter.

5      Planning
Recent Planning Applications
APP/2012/1284: Batchart Steadings, Blairs, Aberdeen – Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse,
APP/2012/1390: Meikle Carewe, Netherley, Stonehaven, - Erection of 2 Communications Masts (21m Height),
APP/2012/1188: Lewisville, Maryculter, Aberdeen – Change of Use of Land from Domestic to Commercial,
APP/2012/1364: Camp Cottage, Kirkton of Maryculter, Aberdeen – Erection of Replacement Garage,
APP/2012/1411: Thistle Neuk, Netherley, Stonehaven – Erection of Detached Domestic Garage,
APP/2012/1411: Saor Aigne, Oldman Road, Kirkton of Maryculter, Aberdeen – Alterations to garage to form 

Home Office,
APP/2012/1690: Unit 2, Heathfield Steadings, Portlethen, Aberdeen – Alterations and Extension to 

Dwellinghouse,
APP/2012/1636: Land to East of Broomvale, Inchferry, Inchferry Road, Maryculter, Aberdeen – Erection of 

Fishing Hut,
APP/2012/1601: Oyne Cottage, Netherley, Stonehaven – Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse, Extension 

to Garage to form Workshop/Log Store and Change of Use of Agricultural Land to Domestic 
Garden Ground,

APP/2012/1026: Site to the North-East of Burnhead Cottage, Netherley, Stonehaven – Erection of 1 (18.3m to   
Hub, 24.8m Total Height) Wind Turbine.

Other Planning Matters
Rob advised that the Planning Department believed that the application for full planning permission for Blairs 
College will be submitted during the Summer of 2012 and there appeared to be delays for the planned footbridge 
nearby. According to the media, the applicants were going to be asking for a further 40 houses (totalling 320 
houses). The proposed mini-roundabout at the junction of the South Deeside Road and Milltimber Brae would 
also be looked at. There was then some discussion on the application, its knock-on effects in the area and the state 
of the college.



Discussion also took place about APP/2012/1026 and the generating power of wind turbines in general. Rob 
Winmill advised that the '10 rotor diameter rule' is a medical matter and relates to shadow flicker inducing 
epileptic fits but has been accepted by planners and Councillors as being the acceptable distance between wind 
farms and houses by default. NKRCC had recently written to Aberdeenshire Council on this matter.

Bob McKinney also advised that he had received a reply from the Shire Council confirming the 10 rotor diameter 
relating only to shadow flicker, that for noise generation a 1.5 km distance had been adopted by planners, who 
also give up-to-date guidance to Elected Members.

It was subsequently agreed that a letter of concern be sent to Aberdeenshire Council regarding APP/2012/1026. 
Discussions then moved onto Community Funds being offered by some wind farm projects. Rob Winmill advised 
that on Thursday 24 May at Viewmount, Stonehaven, the CC Forum had Community Funds as one of the main 
items on the Agenda with speakers from Greenspan, Eneco Wind and Binary Ltd.

It was then agreed that as the next regular would incorporate the AGM, a special meeting may be necessary to 
deal with wind farm Community Funds. The date of 11 June 2012 was settled upon.

6Finance & 300 Club
As Hazel Witte was not present the holdings in the bank account were held over until the next meeting. There 
were no funding applications.

The following draws were then made: May 2012: £25 - #240, £15 - #10, £10 - #157, £5 - #397.

7 Correspondence & Licensing Applications
i) E-mail from Willie Munro, K&M Area Manager, asking that NKRCC consider that in due 

course future residents in the Elsick area may want to have their own Community Council, now 
that the LDP looks to be adopted on 1 June 2012;

ii) E-mail from Diane Strachan, PA to Area Manager, advising of a Customer Forum to be held by 
Scotrail at 6.00pm on Wednesday 13 June at the Station Hotel, Arduthie Road, Stonehaven.

There were no Licensing applications.

8 AOB
Bob McKinney reminded everyone that the next Community Council forum was due to be held at 7.00pm on 
Thursday 24 May at Viewmount, Arduthie Road Stonehaven.

A MOP stated that he was pleased to see the three Elected Members present at the meeting but queried why he 
had never yet seen the fourth member, Mr Bews, and wondered if he had something against this Community 
Council. No-one had an answer to this. The same MOP advised that he had recently seen some coverage of the 
First Minister in Norway discussing exporting power from Scotland to Norway but queried how many jobs this 
would create in Scotland.

Councillor Mollison advised that the Minister for Energy, Fergus Ewing, had been visiting Alba Power that 
afternoon but  was unaware of the reason why. Councillor Mollison also queried if the Jubilee beacon on the Blue 
Hill was going ahead. He was advised that it was not because of the difficulties involved.

Bob McKinney reminded all that the AGM was on 18 June and that Community Councillors were needed for all 
three areas and asked that consideration be given to separating the roles of Minutes Secretary and 
Correspondence Secretary, due to the workload involved.

9 NEXT MEETING
 The date of the next meeting and AGM of the NKRCC was set for Monday 18th June 2012 at 7.00pm. The 
meeting then closed at 9.30pm.


