
Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 
3RX, Tel: 01569 730706 email:  secretary@nkrcc.org.uk

Visit our Website - www.nkrcc.org.uk

Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Monday 16th April 2012 at 7.30pm at the Corbie Hall, 
Maryculter, Aberdeenshire.

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

   Present: Representing:
Robin Baxter (Chairman)                                                          Banchory-Devenick
Robert Keeler (Vice Chairman)                                                Cookney/Netherley
Rob Winmill                                                                              Cookney/Netherley
Hazel Witte                                                                                Maryculter
Avril Tulloch                                                                             Maryculter
Graeme Eglintine                                                                       Banchory-Devenick

Cllr Carl Nelson                                                                         Aberdeenshire Council
Cllr Ian Mollison                                                                        Aberdeenshire Council
Cllr Paul Melling                                                                        Aberdeenshire Council 

  Two members of the public

1 Apologies:
Susan Astell, Alison Evison.

2 Police Report and Presentations:
Police Report
Constables Shona Wright and Alan Denny were in attendance. Constable Denny advised that there had been a 
recent theft of lead from the roof of Banchory Devenick School, possibly during the school holiday. Enquiries 
were still ongoing for the incidents mentioned at the previous meeting.

The Olympic torch will be passing the NKRCC area on 12 June 2012.

There was a query about traffic exceeding the 20 mph speed limit outside Lairhillock Primary School. Constable 
Denny will look into the progress of the matter.

Presentations
Marian Youngson, Head Teacher at Lairhillock Primary School advised that she wanted to thank NKRCC, Bob 
McKinney and Colin Pike for the recent planting of trees at the school.

Mrs Youngson thereafter explained that she would like to see the adventure play area extended. She gave a short 
resume on the project, called Lairhillock Active Playground, and advised that the total cost would be £15,000, 
£10,000 of which the school had already been awarded. Fundraising activities are planned for the future. She 
wondered if NKRCC would be able to support the project. Suggestions were also made to investigate the Top-Up 
Fund and the Co-operative as possible funding sources.

After some discussion Hazel pledged the proceeds from the forthcoming South Deeside View/NKRCC Plant Sale 
on May 19th, Robert Keeler proposed and Avril Tulloch seconded that NKRCC support the project with a donation 
of £500.

George Jack of Kempstone Hill Wind Energy Ltd gave a resume of the company’s wish to build a small wind 
farm consisting of 3 turbines with a blade tip height of 79 metres on Kempstone Hill. This site lies a short 
distance to the south of the NKRCC/SDCC border. Leaflets were passed around along with artists impressions of 
the completed project. He was assisted by Cameron Sutherland of Green Cat Renewables, the planning agent.
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George advised that KHWE Ltd would be holding an open day at Stonehaven Leisure Centre between 2.00pm 
and 7.30pm on Wednesday 18th April 2012. It was noted that the planning application is currently at the ‘scoping’ 
stage.

There were then questions put regarding road layouts, proximity to the proposed site of the AWPR, proximity to 
other constructions including houses, possible local employment opportunities, community benefit funds, the set-
up of KHWE Ltd, financial costs and benefits to running such a scheme, an environmental impact assessment, 
grid connections, possible electromagnetic interference and time scales for the plan.

3 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Bob McKinney advised that two errors had been pointed out to him; Item 4, Para 2, Line 1 should read ‘Spring 
Fair’ and Item 6, Para 3, Line 1 should read ‘Dianne Brown, Youth Café Leader’. 

A MOP then raised a query about previous Minutes (February 2012) where no-one spoke in favour of wind 
turbines but at the March meeting he believed that he had asked the same question of NKRCC and that all of the 
committee meeting were in favour of them, but ‘not in their back yard’. Robin Baxter pointed out that he recalled 
that what had been said was that the committee would support wind farms,  so long as they were in the right place, 
thereby obeying the law. As a Community Council NKRCC do not object to wind farms in principle.

Pending clarification of this item, Rob Winmill proposed and Hazel Witte seconded the Minutes of the meeting as 
being a true and accurate record of that meeting.

  4 Matters Arising
Rural Schools and South Deeside Under-Fives
Bob McKinney advised that the SDUF Spring Fair on 24 March had raised approximately £1000, about £200 
more than the previous year. Councillor Melling offered his congratulations to them.

Website
Graeme Eglintine advised that the website was up to date.

Roads inc. AWPR
Robert Keeler advised that since the last meeting the ditches along the road he lives on have been cleared.

Avril Tulloch advised that she had recently received a letter from Aberdeenshire Council about a large puddle 
originating from a field of hers. She pointed out that the field was not hers but a local farmer’s and that the 
problem had been rectified by him.

Bob McKinney advised that he believed that Roadsense had decided to take their appeal to the Supreme Court in 
London.

5 Planning
Recent Planning Applications
APP/2012/1031; Eastside Farmhouse, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5FA - Erection of Wood Pellet Store,
APP/2012/0807; Land to East of Rothnick, Netherley, Stonehaven -  Erection of Children's Day Care Nursery 
(Class 10 Non-Residential Institutions) and 12 Dwellinghouses (Enabling Development) and Formation of Access 
Roads and SUDS,
APP/2012/0763; Oteac Ltd, Templars House, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5GB - Installation of Overhead 
Lighting (Retrospective),
APP/2012/1062; 7 Altries Wood, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5GH - Alterations and Extension to 
Dwellinghouse,
APP/2012/1208; Land at South Meadows, Kirkton of Maryculter, AB12 5GZ - Erection of 6 No. Dwellinghouses, 
Formation of Access and Lay-by, and Road Widening,
APP/2012/1169; Wellfield, Netherley, Stonehaven, AB39 3QJ - Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse.

Other Planning Matters
Rob Winmill then gave a resume on the history of the application at the Land to the East of Rothnick (APP/
2012/0807) in relation to the Main Issue Report. He also advised that the existing development plan, ALP, did not 
support the application and neither did the emergent Local Development Plan.

This generated some discussion on the application and scrutiny of the terms of the above plans. After this Graeme 
Eglintine proposed and Robert Keeler seconded that NKRCC should make no comment on the application. This 
was agreed unanimously.



Rob Winmill advised that he had been trying to get an update on the Blairs plan, had been unsuccessful but would 
continue.

Rob also advised that he had been contacted by Cults, Bieldside and Milltimber Community Council regarding 
the footbridge over the River Dee at Blairs, to seek NKRCC’s position on the matter. CBMCC were advised that 
NKRCC had reserved the option to make comment at a future date.

Bob McKinney advised that he had recently received an e-mail from Karen McWilliam of Aberdeenshire Council 
regarding information on planning reform. Anyone who wanted more information could have the e-mail 
forwarded to them.

Robert Keeler queried if we had resolved the issue with Willie Munro, Area Manager with Aberdeenshire Council 
and possible conflicts of interest on planning applications for Community Councillors who may wish to object 
privately. Bob McKinney advised that he had circulated another e-mail from Mr Munro that day advising that the 
Community Councillors Handbook deals with the possible conflict, though this was as yet unconfirmed.

Robin Baxter pointed out that if the scenario described was followed this would preclude Community Councillors 
becoming involved in a number of areas, for fear of a conflict of interests. Rob Winmill then read the relevant 
paragraph from the Handbook. It was agreed to bear this in mind for future applications.

6Finance & 300 Club
Hazel Witte advised that NKRCC’s bank accounts currently held £2373 with £620 allocated for 300 Club prizes.

The following draws were then made:

April 2012: £25 - #144, £15 - #16, £10 - #321, £5 - #300,

There were no other funding applications.

7 Correspondence & Licensing Applications
There was no Correspondence and no Licensing applications.

8AOB
Bob McKinney advised that the joint Community Council meeting was scheduled for Thursday 17 May. After 
some discussion it was agreed that Avril Tulloch and Hazel Witte would organise the refreshments. Bob 
McKinney was to arrange the let for Lairhillock Primary for 7.30pm on that evening and send out invitations to 
Willie Munro, Area Manager for Aberdeenshire Council and Fiona Stokes, Reporter for the Mearns Leader.

Hazel Witte expressed her thanks to all who assisted with the recent edition of the South Deeside View; 920 
copies had been circulated. Hazel also advised that the SDV/NKRCC Plant Sale and Coffee Morning was due to 
take place on Saturday 19th May at the Corbie Hall. Posters will be circulated on the local notice boards. Helpers 
to at the Hall about 9.00am, for a 10.30am start. Set up will take place the evening before about 5.00pm until 
7.00pm. Hazel also advised that Maryculter Scouts were planning a Jubilee Hog Roast for Saturday 3 June 2012.

Councillor Nelson advised that he had heard nothing further about the disused quarry beside Maryculter East but 
would follow it up.

Robin Baxter then took the opportunity to thank all three outgoing Elected Members for their guidance and 
support over the last 5 years.

Bob McKinney advised that NKRCC would be holding their AGM on Monday 18 June 2012 and that we had 
vacancies for Cookney/Netherley and Maryculter, and asked if anyone knew of someone suitable for the 
Community Council to bring them along.

Kees Witte advised that every Wednesday for 18 weeks, starting on Wednesday 25th April 2012 Driving for the 
Disabled would be taking disabled people out in horse-drawn carriages and anyone who could offer their 
assistance should contact Kees or George Masson.

9 NEXT MEETING



   The date of the next meeting of the NKRCC was set for Monday 21st May 2012. The meeting then closed at 
9.55pm.


