
Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 
3RX, Tel: 01569 730706 email:  secretary@nkrcc.org.uk

Visit our Website - www.nkrcc.org.uk

Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Monday 20th February 2012 at 7.30pm at the Corbie Hall, 
Maryculter, Aberdeenshire.

   Present: Representing:
Robin Baxter (Chairman)                                                          Banchory-Devenick
Robert Keeler (Vice Chairman)                                                Cookney/Netherley
Rob Winmill                                                                              Cookney/Netherley
Hazel Witte                                                                                Maryculter
Avril Tulloch                                                                             Maryculter
Graeme Eglintine                                                                       Banchory-Devenick

Cllr Carl Nelson                                                                         Aberdeenshire Council
Cllr Ian Mollison Aberdeenshire Council

  Eight members of the public

1 Apologies:
Bob McKinney (Secretary), Susan Astell, Cllr Paul Melling.

2 Police Report and Presentations:
Police Report
Constable Norman Thompson advised that there was little to report for the period 16 January up to 19 February 
2012.  There have been a number of calls made to the Police during this period the majority of them being non-
criminal. Whilst this is encouraging news, we must remain vigilant to ensure our communities remain a safe place 
to live and work.

Kees Witte advised that before Christmas a road sign at the Millbank Crossroads on the B979 Netherley road, just 
north of Parkhead Farm had been knocked down and since then there had been a few incidents. This was echoed 
by another MOP. He queried who reports such matters and was advised that that the Council would be notified by 
Police or any other person. Stuart MacFarlane, Roads Manager agreed to look into the matter. Constable 
Thompson pointed out that the responsibility to drive with care lay with individual drivers.

Presentation
Stuart MacFarlane, Roads Manager for Kincardine, Mearns and Marr then gave a short presentation about his 
role. The pertinent points were:

Aberdeenshire Council have 3400 miles of public road to maintain; 1374 bridges or structures; 750 miles of 
footway; 110 car parks and 40 000 street lights. In a ‘normal’ winter the Roads Department uses 40 000 tons of 
salt on the roads with 32 gritter routes covering about 1/3rd of the public roads network, with a budget of about 
£3m p.a.

One MOP asked about the lack of gritting done on the Causey Mounth past Banchory Devenick School. Mr 
MacFarlane advised that this was probably due to it not being a main road, that to think of it as a ‘school route’ 
would also then qualify most of the local roads network and which would then make the task of gritting priority 
routes first nearly impossible. 

There were then some queries about road dressing, resurfacing, cut-outs etc. which were addressed by Mr 
MacFarlane.  He also advised that details of the priority routes are on Aberdeenshire Council’s website and 
queries about changing these could be directed to him in the first instance.

On the subject of potholes Mr MacFarlane encouraged members of the public to report them to the Council for 
consideration, dependent on finance.
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Graeme Eglintine asked if details of planned road repairs could be passed to NKRCC for inclusion on the website. 
This will be done.

Colin Pike raised his concerns about the lack of signage on the northbound slip lane of the A90/A956 at the 
Charleston fly-over which might lead to confusion and thereby collisions. Mr MacFarlane will look into this.

3 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting on 16 January 2012 had one amendment which was the date under the heading 
should have read 16 January 2012 rather than 12 December 2011. They were then proposed by Graeme 
Eglintine and seconded by Rob Winmill as a true record of that meeting. Robin Baxter reminded all present 
why this process was followed.

Robin then explained about the extraordinary meeting of 30 January 2012 and why it had taken place. Robert 
Keeler then expanded on this with Bob McKinney’s findings in the recordings of the meeting in December, 
that it was made clear to all present that no final decision could be made at that meeting.

The minutes of the extraordinary meeting of 30 January 2012 were then discussed. Hazel Witte pointed out 
that she was listed as being present and absent. This was clarified to Hazel being absent and Avril Tulloch 
being present. With this amendment, Rob Winmill proposed and Graeme Eglintine seconded the minutes as 
being a true record of that meeting. Rob also pointed out that for the last few months NKRCC meetings were 
recorded, to better improve the accuracy of the minutes of the meeting.

  4 Matters Arising
Rural Schools and South Deeside Under-Fives
Avril Tulloch advised that there was nothing to report from SDUF’s. She also advised that Marian Youngson, 
Head Teacher at Lairhillock Primary had applied to the Awards for All lottery fund and had recently been advised 
that Lairhillock had been awarded the maximum of £10k. These monies were intended for use in extending the 
adventure playground to allow a wider use by youngsters and that was just the first step in Marian’s hopes for the 
school.

Avril also advised that Marian would like to come along to the next NKRCC meeting to brief us on the progress 
of her project.

Dianne at the Maryculter Youth Café advised Avril that they would like to run a summer camp during the first 
week of the summer holidays (July), Monday to Friday 10.00am until 12.00 noon.  The older children may be 
involved in the drama group. It was anticipated that Dianne would be in contact with NKRCC in the near future 
about this and may come along to the March meeting.

   Website
Graeme Eglintine advised that the website was up to date.

Roads inc. AWPR
Colin Pike advised that the trees at North Burnside, Maryculter had been cut back thereby opening up the road 
visibility considerably.

5 Planning
Recent Planning Applications  
APP/2011/4270; Lay-By to North West of Fishermyre, Ury, Stonehaven - Formation of Vehicular Access,
APP/2012/0072; Burnorrachie, Bridge Of Muchalls, Newtonhill, AB39 3RU - Erection of 2 Residential Units 

(Holiday Lets),
APP/2012/0134; South Steading, Sunnyside, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5GT - Change of Use from (Paddock) 

to (Domestic Garden Ground) and Erection of Garage, and Erection of Shed and Oil Tank 
(Retrospective),

APP/2012/0326; Thistle Neuk, Netherley, Stonehaven, AB39 3QL - Erection of Detached Storage Shed 
(Domestic),

APP/2012/0291; Land to West of Ambleside, Netherley, Stonehaven, AB39 3RB - Erection of 1 225kW Wind 
Turbine, Height to Hub 32.4 Metres, Total Height to Tip 46.9 Metres and Formation of Temporary 
Access Track.

Other Planning Matters
Rob Winmill asked Councillors Nelson and Mollison if they were aware of any news on the Reporter’s report on 
the Local Development Plan. They advised that it was expected in early March 2012.



One MOP expressed a belief that the application for the shorter turbine at Ambleside meant that the applicant 
would not have to do an environmental impact study. Rob Winmill confirmed that he had written to 
Aberdeenshire Council about its predecessor and the other applied for by ILI. He then asked if we should do 
likewise with this application. Two MOPs asked that NKRCC do so. Robin Baxter asked if anyone would like to 
speak, perhaps in favour of wind turbines. There were no takers. There was then a short discussion on policy 
relating to wind turbines.

Robin Baxter asked if NKRCC should take action regarding this application. Robert Keeler proposed and Rob 
Winmill seconded a proposal that NKRCC write a letter of objection about this application to Aberdeenshire 
Council. This was unanimously agreed.

Hazel Witte suggested that NKRCC should also write to the Council asking that clear guidelines about wind 
turbines are developed, especially about the distances from turbines to neighbouring homes. She believes that 
similar guidelines have been developed in other Local Authority areas. After a short discussion it was agreed that 
two separate letters would be the best tack. Rob Winmill will action these. 

There were no other concerns raised about the other planning applications described.

Robert Keeler advised that he had learned that the proposed travellers’ halting site around Coneyhatch had fallen 
through, as the relevant landowner, after discussing matters with neighbours, withdrew his offer of land for the 
site. Councillor Mollison was able to confirm this.

Robert Keeler advised that an e-mail had recently been received from Willie Munro, Area Manager, Kincardine 
and Mearns, had pointed out that when a Community Councillor objected to a planning application as a private 
individual and that application subsequently came up for discussion at a Community Council meeting, the 
Community Councillor concerned should declare an interest and withdraw from any discussion or decision 
making. This is the same for Elected Members.

It was unclear what had prompted this e-mail, which was sent to all Community Councils in the area. It was also 
unclear if this would apply to letters of support for applications or if it would only apply to ‘local’ applications or 
to ‘major’ and ‘national’ applications too. It was agreed that clarification would be sought from Mr Munro.

6Finance & 300 Club
Hazel Witte advised that NKRCC’s bank accounts currently held £1645, with £600 from the new sales of 300 
Club tickets with tickets sales being over 400 for the first time, providing  at least £2000 income from this source.

Hazel also advised that she had received a request from the Friends of Cookney Hall asking for funding for a 
vacuum cleaner robust enough to clean the Hall. After a short discussion it was agreed that NKRCC would 
support the application to the sum of £300.

The following draws were then made:

January 2012: £15 - #34, £10 - #201, £5 - #59; February 2012: £25 - #210, £15 - #363, £10 - #391, £5 - #194.

7 Correspondence & Licensing Applications
i) An e-mail from Scottish Water advising that on at 5.30pm on Tuesday 20 March 2012 at the Thistle Altens 
Hotel, Souterhead Road, Aberdeen, they would be holding a consultation to discuss their performance and plans 
for the future.

There were no Licensing applications.

8AOB
Broadband
Kees Witte advised that he had been disappointed after the last NKRCC meeting (with BT representatives) as 
nothing had been promised or appeared to have come out of it. He also advised that the Infrastructure and Capital 
Investment Committee consultation is still ongoing at Holyrood and that they were due to report to the Scottish 
Government in March 2012. He further advised that Alex Neil, Cabinet Secretary for the Committee had 
surprisingly presented the Government with a 24 page report (Scotland’s Digital Future—Infrastructure Action 
Plan) stating that Aberdeen had asked for money for this project but that if they did not get it, the money, approx. 
£140m should be shared around Scotland.

Kees also advised that he thought that the Bieldside exchange would have been upgraded by now and that 



residents there should have noticed a difference. The Kincorth area of Aberdeen should also have seen an 
improvement.

A MOP, Colin Pike, advised that the Royal Mail delivery routes were currently under review and that the delivery 
times residents were used to were liable to change in the near future. It was agreed that more information on this 
would be sought. with a view to perhaps inviting a Royal Mail representative along to a meeting to discuss these 
changes.

A MOP, Ian Parkinson, Deputy Lord Lieutenant, advised that it had been proposed to erect three beacons in 
Kincardineshire to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, and he proposed that there should also be one other at 
the Blue Hill, Banchory-Devenick. Rupert Lumsden, the landowner, thinks it would be a good idea. Mr Parkinson 
then gave some detail on the proposals and suggested NKRCC should get involved in the Blue Hill beacon. A 
website - http://www.diamondjubileebeacons.co.uk gives further guidance on how to set up such an event. The 
lightings are proposed to take place on 4 June 2012. It was agreed to give this matter further research and 
consideration and to discuss the matter further at the next NKRCC meeting.

Mr Parkinson also advised that he was the Chairman of the David and June Gordon Memorial Trust which gives 
out funds to groups in the former Grampian region. The aims of the trust are to assist community centres and 
matters of community benefit and to assist drama and arts groups to provide support for ecumenical services in 
local churches. 

Contact can be made through Barbara MacFarlane, 89 Beaconsfield Place, Aberdeen, tel – 642848.

Councillor Nelson advised that he had visited the quarry at Maryculter East and found many industrial items and 
machines there. The matter has been referred to Torquil MacLeod who has acknowledged referral.

Councillor Nelson also advised that there was a new recycling centre in operation at the Deeside Holiday Park, 
South Deeside Road, Maryculter.

He further advised that as a result of the recent planning application at St Ternan’s Church, Muchalls, he believed 
that the Church was within the NKRCC area.

Hazel Witte advised that the next edition of the South Deeside View was due out about Easter and submissions 
were asked to be in by 19 March 2012. She further advised that the Spring Plant Sale / Coffee Morning had been 
set for 19 May 2012, possibly in aid of funds for NKRCC. Volunteers are welcome!

Councillor Nelson advised that the joint Community Council meeting with Portlethen CC and NMCCC was due 
on 7.30pm on Thursday 17 May 2012 at Lairhillock School. Preparations will be made.

9 NEXT MEETING
   The date of the next meeting of the NKRCC was set for Monday 19th March 2012. The meeting then closed at 

10.10pm.
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