
Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX, Tel: 01569 730706, 
e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk; website – www.nkrcc.org.uk

Minutes of the meeting held in Corbie Hall, Maryculter on 19 August, 2013 at 7.30pm

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
      

Present    Representing
Robin Baxter (Vice-chairman)  Banchory-Devenick
Bob McKinney (Secretary)  Cookney/Netherley     Cllr. Carl Nelson       Aberdeenshire Council
S. Fettig    Cookney/Netherley                Cllr. Ian Mollison      Aberdeenshire Council
Steve Taylor  Cookney/Netherley                Cllr. Alison Evison    Aberdeenshire Council

       Rob Winmill (Planning Officer)              Cookney/Netherley 
Hazel Witte (Treasurer)  Maryculter
Avril Tulloch   Maryculter
Susan Astell                  Maryculter

Six members of the public were present.

1    Apologies        
       Chairman Graeme Eglintine and Steve Taylor were unable to attend.

2     Police Report 
Inspector Stuart Ednie indicated that there had been ten crimes reported in the NKRCC area since June 17 relating 
to road traffic offences, theft, housebreaking and misuse of drugs.  
Between July 22-23 access was gained to a residential property in Banchory-Devenick and five motor vehicles 
stolen from the grounds.  Two males have been charged and reported to the Procurator Fiscal. 
Between July 20 and 29 access was gained to a secure container and a number of high value tools stolen.  Enquiries 
are ongoing.
High visibility patrols continue to be carried out throughout the Kincardine area whenever possible to reduce the 
likelihood of crimes and offences occurring. While on mobile patrol in June, officers spotted a suspicious vehicle 
in the Banchory-Devenick area. The occupants and vehicle were searched, drugs were found so one male has been 
charged and a report sent to the Procurator Fiscal. 
Operation Ruby continues in response to the number of thefts of motor vehicles.  Local Policing Teams have been 
involved in directed patrols across Kincardine and Mearns.
Inspector Ednie reminded us to use the new non-emergency 101 phone number, for reporting crime, helping with 
appeals, requesting advice and any time when police are required (though call 999 for true emergencies).  These 
calls cost 15p from landlines and mobile phones.
In response to questions:
Inspector Ednie was not aware of the reason for blue markings painted on walls outside some rural properties 
recently, but Colin Pike indicated that this had been done by Scottish Water to show the presence of water meters.
Considerable concern was expressed at the lengthy hold ups on all our rural roads on Wednesday August 14, when 
the A90 was closed for seven hours to investigate a fatality.  There was also an earlier accident on the B979 near 
Coneyhatch, Netherley.  Inspector Ednie responded that current procedures in dealing with a fatality require 
detailed collision investigation. Sergeant Morrison, a Roads Policing officer based at Stonehaven will be holding a 
meeting soon to establish whether there were lessons to be learned by this near gridlock.
Secretary Bob McKinney reported that he had received a letter from the Chief Constable of Police Scotland, 
Stephen House to instigate consultation on the role of traffic wardens and office opening hours. This will be led by 
Chief Superintendent McLaren, B Division, to whom comments should be sent.  Inspector Ednie indicated the 
Stonehaven Police office is currently open between 7am and 7pm.  Later opening till 1am has usually to be 
curtailed due to staffing reductions.



There was further discussion on the continuing traffic delays and minor incidents caused by the recent reduction of 
road width on Leggart Terrace just before the roundabout.  Inspector Ednie said he would pass on these concerns 
but suggested that we should write to Aberdeen City Council.

Presentation on Phase 2 of the Schoolhill development at Portlethen
by Marianne McGowan, Stewart Milne Homes and Alan Seddon, architect, with Keppie Design

       Marianne and Alan explained that they had been commissioned to aid the planning of Phase 2 of the Schoolhill 
Development, and indicated that a number of consultation exercises had taken place in and around Portlethen 
towards production of a development framework. Suggestions from these included the need for a town centre/civic 
focus with retail and café premises. The next consultation will be on September 7 and 8 in the former sales unit at 
Schoolhill from noon to 4pm  Two copies of their documents were circulated, but this was not an effective means 
of demonstrating their purpose, so some dissatisfaction was expressed.

3 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
These were proposed by Avril Tulloch as a true record of that meeting and seconded by Rob Winmill.

4    Matters Arising
Banchory-Devenick School: Michelle Watson is the new head teacher, 39 pupils are registered for the school year 
with possibly two more arriving. This number ensures that there will be two teachers at the school but 48 pupils are 
required before a third teacher can be appointed.

        Website:  Webmaster Steve Taylor has built 13 new pages of information and reference including local news and 
public information, up-to-date local news and public information, 300 Club updates, archived and downloadable 
South Deeside Views from 2002 as well as information on our elected representatives. Further development will 
follow.

Roads: Several road signs are partially obscured by vegetation. The deep holes on the South Deeside Road at its 
junction with the Milltimber Brae road have been reported.  This is the same location where road markings have 
long since disappeared.  Several other problems were indicated.  Since the long history of reporting road problems 
to the council, with most not appearing to result in effective action, Vice-chairman Robin Baxter suggested that a 
change of approach was required.  He will prepare a discussion paper for the September meeting of NKRCC and 
Bob McKinney will list all recent reports of road problems and their precise location. The suggestion is that 
NKRCC will consider whether this should be taken forward in a separate meeting including Local Councillors and 
some of the council roads team, so that a process, including awareness of budgetary constraints, can be started.

Kirkton of Maryculter Wood: The following is taken from MWT Chairman Ed Thorogood’s report.
In June, we submitted our application form and business plan to FCS in June. The application can be viewed at 
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/website/forestry.nsf/byunique/INFD-99AKKV. In late autumn we hope to hear from FCS 
if our application has been approved. We will then start the hard work of raising the funds needed to purchase and 
manage the wood.  We have also applied to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) to seek charitable 
status for our community organisation (Maryculter Woodlands Trust). 
We would like to thank everyone for their support so far, notably the local residents, the North Kincardine Rural 
Community Council, Culter Community Council, our MP, MSPs, Local Councillors, Culter Primary School, 
Lairhillock School, Maryculter Scout Group, Driving for the Disabled, Storybook Glen and the River Dee Trust. If 
you would like to be kept informed, or get involved in any way, you can find more information on the website: 
www.maryculterwoods.com or tel: 734224.

Meikle Carewe Community Fund:  No announcement has been made yet as to when it will open, and no 
response has been made to our Secretary’s e-mails.  Councillor Nelson will follow this up. 

5    Planning
        PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED SINCE LAST MEETING 

APP/2013/1245; Whitestones, Banchory-Devenick, Aberdeen, AB12 5XP - Alterations and Extension to 
Dwellinghouse and Change of Use of Land to Domestic Garden Ground,
APP/2013/1969; Craigvinnean, 6 Oldman Road, Kirkton of Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5BZ - Alterations and 
Extension to Dwellinghouse, Replacement Garage Roof and Erection of Fencing/Gates,
APP/2013/1971; Land to North West of Marrlaine, Netherley, Stonehaven, AB39 3QN - Extension to Existing 
Yard, Erection of Workshop/Storage Building and Formation of Access, Open Storage Area and Landscaped 
Bunds,
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APP/2013/2052; Former Rose Access Solutions, Coneyhatch Base, Stonehaven, AB39 3QE - Demolition of Office 
Accommodation, Erection of Replacement Office Accommodation, Erection of Bothy and WC and Formation of 
Car Parking including Change of Use of Land to Commercial,
APP/2013/2165; Drumduan House, Banchory-Devenick, Aberdeen, AB12 5YL - Alterations and Extension to 
Dwellinghouse and Construction of Entrance Piers and Gates,
APP/2013/2257; 2 Cowford Cottages, Blairs, Aberdeen, AB12 5YA - Formation of Vehicular Access and Erection 
of Gate and Post and Wire Fence (Retrospective),
APP/2013/2183; Land to North East of Burnside Farm, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5GX - Erection of 4 No. 
Holiday Lodges, Sauna/Gym Facilities, Bin Storage Unit and Formation of Access 
APP/2013/2334; Site to the East of Nether Ashentilly Cottage,  Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5GQ - Erection of 
Dwellinghouse Including Change of Use of Land From Approved Business Land (Class 4) to Domestic Garden 
Ground,
APP/2013/2323; Land to West of Chapelton of Elsick, Newtonhill, Stonehaven. Elsick Development Company - 
Installation of Rising Main,
APP/2013/2366; Alhamra, Blairs, Aberdeen, AB12 5YQ - Conversion (Including Alterations) of Stables to Form 
Ancillary Residential Accommodation Unit,
APP/2013/2205; Borrowfield, West Steading, Netherley, Stonehaven, AB39 3RB - Variation of Condition 3 (Class 
4 Business Space) of Previously Approved Planning Permission Reference APP/2006/2936 (Retrospective),
APP/2013/2461; Kingcausie, Maryculter, Aberdeen, AB12 5FR - Installation of Secondary Glazing,
APP/2013/2645; Cranwood, Scatterburn Steading, Banchory-Devenick, Aberdeen, AB12 5XX - Alterations and 
Extension to Dwellinghouse,

The Alhamra application: It was agreed that a letter re-iterating our previous objections should be sent.
Nether Ashentilly: This application to construct a house on the unused foundations previously constructed for an 
office/workshop required further investigation, so our Planning officer(s) will visit and send a draft response 
around before forwarding to the Planning Dept.
Several applications for wind turbines have been withdrawn:  Ambleside, Burnside North and South as well as 
Greenhead farm.

                           
6    Finance

The Treasurer advised that there is £1,659 in the bank account, with £430 of this allocated to 300 Club prize money

300 Club: The following draws were made:
July:        £25 –247, £15 –90,   £10 –64   and £5 –313 
August:   £25 –102, £15 –273, £10 –407 and £5 –206

7    Correspondence and Licensing Applications
There were no Licensing Applications.
There will be a meeting on 23 August in Inverurie relating to new draft conditions under the Civic Government 
(Scotland) Act 1982, Section 41 and Schedule 1, Public Entertainment Licence, Variation of licence conditions for 
halls run by Aberdeenshire Council. Kees Witte will attend representing Maryculter Community Hall.
A letter was received from Aberdeenshire Council advising of a consultation about the new street names for 
Chapelton of Elsick. There were too many to discuss at the meeting, so Bob McKinney will circulate these in due 
course by e-mail, for consideration.
A letter was received from the Strategic Development Planning Authority advising that the new Strategic 
Development Plan has been submitted to Ministers for approval and is expected to be approved in early 2014.
A copy of the new K&M Community Plan 2013 – 2014, containing a proposal for 2 representatives from each 
community council affected by the development on a liaison group. This will be discussed further at future 
meetings.

8     AOCB
Ward 17 Forum meeting on 19 September in Stonehaven;
Community Safety Group meeting on 21 August at the Royal Hotel, Stonehaven;
K&M Bus Forum meeting on 5 September at Viewmount, Stonehaven;

9    Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting will be Monday 16 September 2013 at Maryculter Community Hall at 7.30pm.  The 
meeting then closed at 9.50pm. 


