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Dear All, 
 
Our Mearns Tourism Association EGM. Just a wee reminder that this is taking place on 
Monday 22nd January at 7pm in the Grassic Gibbon Centre, Arbuthnott. All are welcome, 
but we would particularly like to encourage anyone with an interest in local tourism, 
culture, heritage and economic development to come along. Please see the attached 
poster for more details and feel free to share widely. 
 
The New Data Protection Regime Training. This course will explore the content of the new 
General Data Protection Regulation 2016 as well as providing a grounding in the 
requirements of the current regime. Data Protection legislation covers all sectors, 
including the third/voluntary sectors.  The course is aimed at anyone with a data 
protection lead role: finance; marketing; trustees as well as front line staff. The course is 
running on Monday 26th February from 2pm to 5pm at St Mary’s Centre, Inverurie. High 
demand is expected for this event and, therefore, priority will be given to applications 
from organisations who did not attend the session on 25th September 2017. Book online 
at www.avashire.org.uk.  If you have any queries, please contact 
training@avashire.org.uk . 
 
Traditional music and dance funding. Applications open for inspiring projects (between £10k 
and £20k) with exceptional young traditional music and dance artists from across Scotland. To 
celebrate the Year of Young People, Creative Scotland and The Royal Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo are working in partnership to create a pilot fund aimed at nurturing the ambition, 
enthusiasm and talent of exceptional young artists engaged in traditional music and dance - 
with a priority focus on piping, drumming, Highland dance and traditional fiddle playing. 
Deadline is 29th January. http://www.creativescotland.com/funding/funding-
programmes/targeted-funding/the-royal-edinburgh-military-tattoo-youth-talent-development-
fund 
  
ArtRoots Funding for the National Cycle Network in Scotland. Local community groups 
are being given the opportunity to apply for up to £2,000 in funding towards artistic and 
visual improvements to their local National Cycle Network (NCN) routes for the benefit of 
place quality, enjoyment and active travel. A wide range of items can be applied for 
including sculptures, seating, planters, signs and boards, interactive objects and play 
equipment. Deadline is 29th January. https://www.sustrans.org.uk/scotland/national-
cycle-network/artroots-fund 
  
Food and health activities training. Community Food and Health Scotland has some 
funding left in its Capacity Building Fund, so the closing date for applying has been 
extended to Friday 26th January. The capacity building fund aims to support groups and 
agencies running food and health activities to build the knowledge, skills and expertise 
they need to help deliver these better. Groups can apply for funding for training or 
learning opportunities for staff, volunteers, or management committee or board members. 
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https://www.communityfoodandhealth.org.uk/funding/cfhs-funding-
opportunities/capacity-building-fund-2017-apply-online/ 
 
 
Draft Fuel Poverty Strategy. The Scottish Government has launched a public consultation 
on its Draft Fuel Poverty Strategy and is looking for the views of community 
organisations (deadline is 1st February). To help your community group respond to the 
consultation, Pat Graczyk, Communities Officer at Energy Saving Trust can run an 
interactive workshop to discuss the fuel poverty strategy and its policy context; and allow 
you to consider and articulate your views to help your group create an effective response 
to the consultation. These sessions would need to take place before 24 January. To find 
out more, please contact Pat on 0131 555 8664 or email pat.graczyk@est.org.uk. 
  
Best practice in improving shared-use paths. This event taking place on Wednesday 24th 
January will highlight the multi-year, multi-phase development of the Loch Earn Railway 
Path (LERP), formed on the route of the disused Caledonian Railway and linking the 
villages of Comrie, St Fillans and Lochearnhead. This event is aimed at anyone wishing to 
gain a better understanding around the planning, design, funding and practical 
implementation considerations of shared-use path infrastructure. 
http://soan.org.uk/2017/12/soan-sharing-best-practice-event-loch-earn-railway-path 
 
With warmest wishes for the weekend, 
Jacky and Lesley 


