
At a meeting of the NKRCC held on 15th February 2016, at Lairhillock school, Netherley, it 
was agreed that application APP/2016/0152, Erection of Dwellinghouse, Detached Garage 
and Biomass Building, Site To The South East Of Cookney Lodge Netherley Stonehaven, 
be objected to, as it did not comply with policy of the Local Development Plan 2012.

This application as recorded on the Description of Proposal is for “Erection of dwelling 
house, garage and outbuilding” on land which is described as of an agricultural holding of 
0.40 Hectares, but the applicant is not the owner of the land, the owner is Mr Alistair 
McAndrew of Kirkton Cottage, Cookney.

The applicant’s agent has submitted additional documentation entitled: 

“Justification for proposal to erect new dwelling associated with relocation of an 
long established business on agricultural land at Cookney”. Within this document is 
the following statement:

“A submission for Full Planning Consent for the house and associated forestry building 
was submitted on 19 May 2015. After difficulties caused in accepting and registering this 
application two further submissions were consequently presented to Aberdeenshire 
Council on 20 August 2015, one for Full Planning Consent for the dwelling and one for 
Prior Notification for the forestry shed. Neither of these applications were validated by the 
Council who failed to give sufficient reason for this and failed to respond to 
correspondence and to initial requests for a meeting. The matters were finally discussed at 
a meeting on 28 October 2015”.

In addition the applicant’s agent has also submitted another document entitled: “Proposed 
dwelling house at site located south-west of Cookney Ridge, Cookney, Stonehaven”.

Within this document is the statement:

“The erection of a storage building for housing forestry and timber equipment falls within 
the category of permitted development, likewise the drying stacks of timber are permissible 
on agricultural land. With previous submissions the Applicant has attempted to seek a 
combined planning approval for this site and his proposed uses, in order to keep the 
proposals within the one package for the sake of clarity and simplicity. However 
Aberdeenshire Council have not been receptive to this, hence this current submission 
for the dwelling house only.

The dwelling house, however, would be contrary to the LDP. In order to continue the 
operation of this business, and for reasons explained further in the accompanying 
document, it is necessary to locate the new house alongside the business”.

This application presented the NKRCC members with difficulties as to what exactly was 
being asked for and there was doubt, as to whether this application should of even been 
accepted and validated.



It was agreed by the members that the application was as per the validated document 
APP/2016/0152, Erection of Dwellinghouse, Detached Garage and Biomass Building, and 
this was the basis of discussion. The discussion did not revolve around the applicant’s 
business or personal circumstances.

The Chairman opened the discussion to the floor where 24 members of the public were 
present. On hearing debate from the floor where two members of the public raised 
significant concern and no one supported the application, the Chairman took a member’s 
vote on the basis the application as presented be opposed and this was carried.

We reserve the right, should the applicant provide further supporting documentation to the 
application after the comment period, that we can submit further opinion. 


