
LETTER OF REPRESENTATION FROM NORTH KINCARDINE RURAL 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
APP/2015/2455 
Land At Cantlayhills Stonehaven Aberdeenshire AB39 3SP 
Erection of a Single Wind Turbine (Hub Height 50m, Up to 77m to Blade Tip) 
and Substation and Formation of Access Track and Hardstanding 
 

At a meeting of the NKRCC held on 17th August 2015 at Corbie Hall, 
Maryculter it was agreed that application APP/2015/2455, Erection of a Single 
Wind Turbine (Hub Height 50m, Up to 77m to Blade Tip) and Substation and 
Formation of Access Track and Hardstanding, Land At Cantlayhills Stonehaven 
Aberdeenshire AB39 3SP, be opposed for the following reasons. 

 
Aberdeenshire Councils published report “Consented Wind Energy 

Developments at Spring 2013”  states - “Current operational and consented wind 
turbines in Aberdeenshire comprise a total of 792 turbines over 15m high. Most of 
these are turbines grouped singly or in small clusters in Coastal Farmland and 
Agricultural Heartland areas. The main concentrations of wind turbines are in the 
north and east in the lowland areas”. It then also states “Most of the remaining 
lowland and coastal areas of Aberdeenshire have some underlying capacity for 
wind energy development but are generally not suited to larger turbines”. 

 
Our objection is that this a “larger turbine” and therefore the application 

does not satisfy the general policy of a favour of wind energy development, as the 
potential adverse cumulative impacts are to the detriment of the character of the 
local landscape and the visual impact, particularly by the properties who are at or 
close to the rotor zone.  Additionally the granting on appeal of the APP/2013/1250, 
Erection of 3 No. 500kW (33m to Hub Height and 51m to Blade Tip) Wind 
Turbines and Erection of Control Building and Associated Infrastructure and 
Formation of Access Track,Site at Kempstone Hill, is just one Kilometre distant, 
thereby creating an abnormal cluster in close proximity.  

 
The proposed turbine and rotor will have an overall height of 77 metres 

and will be clearly visible by neighbouring properties and many beyond and as 
such will not sit comfortably within the landscape and dominate the skyline. It is of 
industrial proportions and granting of this application may well lead to a 
proliferation of others in the locality in addition to those already granted locally. 
This turbine has overall height greater than those built at Meikle Carewe which are 
only 70 metres tip height. 

 
The Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2012 policies below are not 

satisfied by this application. 



 
Policy 3, Development in the countryside and SG Rural Development 2: 

Wind farms and medium to large wind turbines 
 
Policy 8, Layout siting and design of a new development and SG LSD 2: 
 
Policy 11, Natural Heritage and SG Natural environment 2: Protection of 

wider biodiversity/geodiversity 
 
Policy 12, Landscape conservation and SG1: Landscape character 
 
Policy 14, Safeguarding of resources and areas of search and SG 

Safeguarding 2: Protection and conservation of agricultural land. 
 
A construction of this type would necessitate many abnormal loads 

traversing a single lane road leading to the site entrance service track, potentially 
degrading the road network during build and subsequent repair/maintenance 
should a major component fail during it’s lifetime. 

 
A turbine and rotor of 77 metres height in this location would require 

aviation lighting to advertise it’s presence. A red light flashing at 60 times per 
minute would be intrusive to the night sky and draw attention, particularly by 
distracting drivers on the A90 road which is in close proximity. Drivers heading 
South on the A90 descending into the dip at Bridge of Muchalls would be acutely 
aware of this as it would be in their sightline at a section of road where any 
distraction is a major hazard. It is also a hazard at any time of day to road users 
heading North west on the Bridge of Muchalls to Elrick road, at the section of road 
leading past Pityot Farm, road users will be driving directly toward the wind turbine 
tower and rotor and their attention diverted from the approaching bend in the 
road.  

 
We trust that in your determination of this application the opinions of 

NKRCC are included in your deliberations.	  


