
 
 

Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX, Tel: 01569 730706; 
e-mail: secretary@nkrcc.org.uk; website – www.nkrcc.org.uk 

 
Minutes of the AGM held in the Corbie Hall, Maryculter on Monday 16 June, 2014 at 7.30pm 

 
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL 

       
Present    Representing 
Bob McKinney (Secretary)  Cookney/Netherley 
S. Fettig    Cookney/Netherley 
Hazel Witte (Treasurer)  Maryculter 
Avril Tulloch   Maryculter 
Susan Astell                  Maryculter 
Rob Winmill                                            Maryculter 
 
Cllr. Carl Nelson                              Aberdeenshire Council 
Cllr. Ian Mollison                              Aberdeenshire Council 
Cllr. Alison Evison                                  Aberdeenshire Council 
 
Seven members of the public were present. 

 
1    Apologies 
Robin Baxter sent his apologies. In his absence Bob stood in as Acting Chairman. 
 
2    Minutes of the Previous AGM 
It was pointed out that Graeme Eglintine had been missed from the ‘Present’ section of the 2013 AGM Minutes. After 
this was accepted Rob Winmill proposed and Hazel Witte seconded those Minutes as a true record of the previous 
AGM and they were then adopted as such. 
 
3    Treasurer’s Report 
Our finances are in good order with £1,735.91 in the accumulated fund on 31.5.2014. 
During the year we had a surplus of £580.29 in the General fund and a deficit of £244.97 in the 400 Club Fund. 
 
Income 
• The Aberdeenshire Council Administrative Grant of £510 as in the last two years 
• £2050 from 410 subscriptions to our 400 Club, exactly as last year. 
• Bank interest of £11.51 
• Expired, lost and returned cheques amounting to £85 
 
Expenditure 
• Annual subscriptions of £20 to Scotways and £25 to the Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland 
• Administrative costs totalled £280 for hall hire and the annual website fee. 
• We purchased and laid a Remembrance wreath at each of our three churches, totalling £75. 
• Our 400 Club prize allocation was £850 for the year.  Cash prizes were altered in 2014, with the lowest amount 
now £10. The proportion of cash prizes is 40% of income. 
• We allocated a total of £1,400 to local clubs and groups as follows: 
£200 - Maryculter Senior Citizens Christmas party 
£250 - Friends of Cookney Hall for signage 
£350 - Maryculter Community Hall Association towards a defibrillator 
£600 - Banchory-Devenick, Maryculter-Cookney Church for a storage shed. 



       
Thanks to each community councillor, their family members and others who have spent considerable time and effort in 
selling 400 club tickets throughout our area.  None have charged for their phone calls and e-mailing, which are valuable 
means of liaison between meetings. 
 
These accounts have been audited by Raymond Cowan. 
 
Hazel Witte, Treasurer,   June 2014 
 
4 Annual Overview 
The NKRCC area has seen a number of significant changes over the last year; the first of which was the completion and 
coming on-line of the Meikle Carewe wind farm and the subsequent first distribution of the Community Fund to local 
good causes. Due to NKRCC looking ahead in the run-up to this distribution, we were able to influence the decision 
making process to ensure a fairer system than might have arisen. I think it would be fair to say that most of the other 
parties involved in this process have seen the benefits of this system and I would hope that we can replicate it this year 
with the forthcoming process. 
  
We have also seen the breaking of ground at the Chapelton of Elsick as work starts on the building of a new town in our 
area and which will end in us seeing 8000 homes being built there. Recent reports suggest that more than half of those 
already on sale have been reserved by prospective owners. It has certainly been apparent to me that the Elsick 
Development Group has set a high standard of consultation with stakeholders such as NKRCC and individual residents 
in the area. If only every developer were inclined to meet such standards, we might have more confidence in the 
changes that they have in mind for our area. 
  
On a less positive note we have also seen work start at Blairs on the South Deeside Road and the feedback we have 
received is that it has created a great deal of consternation amongst locals and commuters alike. Hopefully the relevant 
parties can iron out the difficulties, to allow the free flow of traffic and the integration of this development into our 
community as quickly as possible. 
  
NKRCC has faced its own difficulties in the past year with the loss in December of our previous Chairman, Graeme 
Eglintine, who in his short time with us was a very enthusiastic Chair with lots of good ideas, some of which still have 
to be implemented. 
  
Since then, like Have I Got News For You, we've had a different Chair every episode since. For most of the year we 
have also been running well under strength with only 7 Community Councillors out of a possible 12. Hopefully we can 
start to set that right tonight with the new nominations for positions in the Community Council and to assist with the 
smoother running we also have the proposed amendment to the Constitution discussed earlier/later. 
  
As of tonight, we also face the loss of our Planning Guru and one of the longest serving Community Councillors, Rob 
Winmill. I have been told that Rob joined the CC when Noah was a boy but I think that might be an exaggeration. 
However, I would like to thank Rob for his years of exemplary service and guidance to the CC and this community. I 
hope, as does Sean, that Rob will still be available to share his experience when the need arises. 
  
Looking to the future, we still have the issues of the AWPR to contend with, the inevitable disruption which such a 
massive project will bring to the area as well as the LDP 2016 with its implications for further development. I would 
suggest that now more than ever is a time for needing a strong and active Community Council speaking up for the 
community and helping shape development as much as possible. 
          
5 Nominations for vacancies 
In a slight deviation from the Agenda, Bob explained that he would like to deal with the amendment to the Constitution 
as mentioned at previous meetings for reasons that would become clear shortly. He then advised that, following on from 
preliminary discussions at previous meetings, he had formally received a proposal to amend the Constitution from 
Robin Baxter on 13 May 2014 and that this had been discussed by NKRCC members at a further meeting on 29 May 
where the final wording was agreed. NKRCC members had then been advised of this wording by e-mail on 30 May by 
Bob. 
 
This proposal and exact wording had subsequently been advertised on the NKRCC website, Facebook page and local 
notice boards and that NKRCC members had been advised of this and the final wording of the proposal. Bob then 
explained that the intent of the amendment was to allow a greater flexibility to NKRCC, as the current Constitution 
(Item 3.2) proscribed the numbers of Community Councillors from each sub-area who could sit on NKRCC.  Should 
the proposal be implemented, this restriction would be removed and should there then be more volunteers from one sub-



area than the current system allowed (but perhaps fewer from another) NKRCC could elect as many Community 
Councillors as was needed to fill the total permitted compliment from anywhere within the NKRCC area. 
 
Bob then read out the exact proposed amendment to Item 3.2 to all present: 
 
“The Community Areas shall normally be represented by members of the Council on the following basis:- 
  
                                Maryculter area                  -               up to five members 
  
                                Banchory-Devenick area    -               up to three members 
  
                                Netherley/Cookney area     -               up to four members 
 
but if for any reason the specified number of members from those areas cannot be found, it would be in order for those 
representatives to be nominated from elsewhere within the Community Area.” 
 
Bob also advised that Willie Munro, Area Manager with Aberdeenshire Council had been consulted and had expressed 
no misgivings.  Robert Keeler then seconded the proposal. 
 
The matter was then put to a show of hands by all present. In favour of the proposal – all present. Against the proposal – 
no-one. The proposal was therefore carried unanimously. 
 
Bob then advised that Rob Winmill had intimated his intention stand down from the Community Council tonight and 
thanked him for his many years of service. Rob also had some words of advice for new nominees. 
 
Bob advised that the only other person whose term was coming to an end was Robin Baxter and that he had intimated 
that he would be happy to be nominated once again. Nomination forms had been received for Sharon Park, Drew 
Russell, Laureen Canessa, Henry Irvine-Fortescue, Jutta Chang.  There were no other nominations so all nominees were 
welcomed onto the Community Council, bringing the total up to eleven and leaving one vacancy. 
     
6   Election of Office Bearers and Auditor 

   Office bearers for the next term of office will be: 
 

 Chairman: vacant 
 Vice-chair: Robin Baxter 
 Secretary:  Bob McKinney 
 Treasurer: Hazel Witte 

  
Other responsibilities: 
Minutes Secretary:                vacant 
Planning Officers:                     S. Fettig and Sharon Park 
Roads and Rural matters:          Susan Astell 
Health and Social Services:      Hazel Witte 
Maryculter Hall Liaison:           Susan Astell 
Webmaster/ Press Officer: Lynne Beard had intimated that she was happy to be co-opted for a further year 
Auditor:   Raymond Cowan 
 

Our three Elected Members, Councillors Evison, Nelson and Mollison all agreed to be co-opted to serve on NKRCC for 
a further year. 
 
7    Meeting dates for 2014-2015 
These continue to be usually on the third Monday of each month, with no meeting in July and on the second Monday in 
December. All meetings will start at 7.30pm. 

 
18 August 2014 
15 September 2014 
20 October 2014 
17 November 2014 
08 December 2014 
19 January 2015 
16 February 2015 
16 March 2015 



20 April 2015 
18 May 2015 
15 June 2015 (AGM) 
July – No Meeting 

 
8   AOCB 
There was no other competent business. 
 
 9    Date of next regular meeting:  
18 August 2014 at 7.30pm at Maryculter Community Hall. This meeting then closed at 9.20pm. 
 
 
 


