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Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Monday August 15th 2011 at 7.30pm at the Corbie Hall, Maryculter, Aberdeenshire.
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL Present:
Representing:
Robin Baxter (Chairman)
 Banchory-Devenick Robert Keeler (Vice Chairman)
Cookney / Netherley Robin Winmill
Cookney / Netherley 

Avril Tulloch
Maryculter
David Bayliss                                                                             Maryculter

Hazel Witte                                                                                Maryculter

Mike Birch                                                                                 Banchory-Devenick

Ann Townsley                                                                            Banchory Devenick
Cllr Paul Melling
Aberdeenshire Council Cllr Ian Mollison
Aberdeenshire Council Cllr Carl Nelson
Aberdeenshire    Council 
Four members of the public

1
Apologies:
Susan Astell and Bob McKinney (Secretary).
2
Police Report
No police report was available this month.

3
Minutes of the Previous Meeting
RW proposed and AT seconded the minutes of the Meeting of 20 June 2011 as an accurate record of that meeting, subject to changing the start time of the ordinary meeting to 7.00pm and that under item 5.2, a planning application for Leafu Park, that NKRCC re-iterate their concerns to the Council by way of a letter of concern.
  4
Matters Arising

   Rural Schools and South Deeside Under-Fives

Nothing to report.

   Website
   MB advised that the website was up to date except for the minutes of the April 2011 meeting. This related to the wording in those minutes regarding discussions about two recent planning applications and the viability of associated businesses, along with NKRCC’s position and proposed revised course of action thereby. It was suggested that a revised wording should be circulated for consideration and any suggested amendments or observations should be with Bob by 26 August.
   Roads inc. AWPR
RW brought the meeting up to date with the latest developments on the AWPR. He also advised that he would attend the Roadsense meeting on Wednesday 17 August, one of the main purposes of which was to decide if they would take forward a decision by Lord Tyre to turn down their most recent appeal.
MB queried whether NKRCC should open a dialogue with the Councils involved, but uncertainty was expressed on how productive this would be at this stage. It was suggested that this project should continue to be closely monitored closely and make representations as issues arose.

One MOP advised that he had recently counted 220 cars passing his property in the Banchory Devenick area in a 30 minute period of cars from Altens travelling west toward Culter and queried whether the AWPR would relieve this type of traffic.
Councillor Mollison advised that he had written to Transport Scotland asking for a timetable on the project. A MOP also debated whether the proposed development at Chapleton of Elsick would have direct access onto the Stonehaven Fastlink. Given the size of that development the need for such access seemed likely.
It was generally agreed that NKRCC would continue to be actively involved with the progress of this project.

5
Planning
5.1 Recent Planning Applications

24 June  2011

APP/2011/1579
Bishopston Portlethen Aberdeen AB12 4RS

Erection of Agricultural Building (Replacement) 

APP/2011/1578
Bishopston Portlethen Aberdeen AB12 4RS

Erection of Slurry Pit

1 July 2011

APP/2011/2191
Easter Ardoe Ardoe Aberdeen AB12 5XT

Change of Use of Land to Domestic Garden Ground, Erection of Garage with Workshop/Store and Home Office and Erection of Gate Posts and Gates

8 July 2011

APP/2011/2187
Maryculter House Hotel Maryculter Aberdeen AB12 5GB
Erection of Conservatory and Office Accommodation 

APP/2011/2310
Maryculter House Hotel Maryculter Aberdeen AB12 5GB
Erection of Conservatory and Office Accommodation

15 July 2011

APP/2011/2348 Land at Giroma BlairsAberdeen AB12 5YX

Erection of Dwellinghouse

APP/2011/2346
Alhamra BlairsAberdeen AB12 5YQ

Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse

22 July 2011

Nothing in our area

29 July 2011

APP/2011/2586
Berryhill Cottage Newtonhill Stonehaven AB39 3PE 

Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghous Demoliton of Existing Cottage and Erection of Replacement Dwellinghouse

APP/2011/2500
7 The Meadows Kirkton Of Maryculter Aberdeen AB12 5GZ 

Formation of Dormer Window

APP/2011/2540
Land at Mains of Cairnrobin Nigg Aberdeen 
Variation of Condition 4 (Submission of Masterplan and Design Brief) of Planning Permission Reference APP/2002/0026

APP/2011/2519
Templars Park Scout Campsite Maryculter Aberdeen AB12 5GA 
Erection of Welfare Facility

APP/2011/2405
Fairview Portlethen Aberdeen AB12 4RX 
 
Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse

5 August  2011

APP/2011/2672 1 Hilldowntree Mill Banchory Devenick Aberdeen AB12 5YL

Erection of Detached Garage and Workshop, Formation of Access Bridge Including Change of Use of Land From Agricultural to Domestic Garden Ground 

APP/2011/2641
Carrick View Netherley Stonehaven AB39 3QQ
Change of Use of Agricultural Land to Domestic Garden Ground

12 August  2011

APP/2011/2728
7 Altries Wood Maryculter Aberdeen AB12 5GH
Erection of Outbuilding (Garden Machinery Store/Garden Room and Ancillary Accommodation)

5.2
   RW also advised those present that the application for the development at Lairhillock had gone to Council on 30th June 2011 and had been refused. Time would tell if this was the end of the matter.
A MOP raised the issue of a development in the Cairnwell area, queried whose area this was in and described the nature of the changes he had seen, which impinged on a Right of Way and whether this was an authorised development. RB advised that on some occasions it was possible to alter the route of a RoW. Councillor Nelson is to investigate.
6
Finance & 300 Club
HW advised that at that date the bank account held £1250, of which £435 was for 300 Club prizes.  Hazel then proposed, due to the changes in personnel on the Community Council, that new signatories be selected for NKRCC cheques and that they be RB, BM, HW and RK. This was seconded by RW and carried without dissent. 

The following draws were then made:

June 2011; £50 - #140, £15 - #154, £10 - #122, £5 - #274,

July 2011; £15 - #188, £10 - #152, £5 - #104,

August 2011; £25 - # 125,  £15 - #88, £10 - #365, £5 – #97.

7     Correspondence & Licence Applications
RK dealt with Correspondence etc in BM’s absence:

On 5 July 2011, an e-mail was received from the Association of Scottish Community Councils (ASCC) advising that they were to be wound up with immediate effect, due to ‘a massive cut in funding by the Scottish Government’. Subsequent to this a further e-mail was received, from Terry Tweed, Secretary of the Edinburgh Association of Community Councils advising that feedback suggested that there was still a need for a support network for CC’s in Scotland, nominally titled the National Network of Community Councils, and requesting a small sum of £5-10 to finance an inaugural meeting in October to discuss the way forward.

After some discussion it was agreed that NKRCC would send the requested £10, possibly a delegate if someone was available and request minutes of meetings for future reference. RK will e-mail TT accordingly.
On 28 July 2011, an e-mail was received from Michael Morgan, Vice Chair and Planning Officer for Newtonhill, Muchalls and Cammachmore Community Council, advising that that CC were considering the concept of a Community Action Plan for the Cammachmore area, due to its differing needs from the rest of their CC area and querying whether NKRCC would like to be involved and to what extent. 

This generated some discussion, the outcome of which was that it generally agreed that due to the small portion of Cammachmore within our area, NKRCC would support the idea but take a passive role in the CAP, though we would be keen to see a copy of the final draft prior to publication. BM will respond to MM’s original e-mail advising of NKRCC’s position.
In connection with Maureen Watt, MSP’s offer to attend a NKRCC meeting, RK advised that it had been arranged that she would attend the meeting of 19th September and suggested that we should consider what issues we would like to raise with her. RB suggested that any points to be raised should be forwarded to BM by 12 September, for forwarding to Ms Watt.

Councillor Melling expressed concern that having an MSP from one party to a NKRCC meeting might compromise NKRCC’s non-political position. RB reminded those present that it has been Ms Watt who had offered to attend a NKRCC meeting and that he was keen that our position should not change; other MSPs were free to offer to attend in future if they wished and he thanked Councillor Melling for raising the issue.

On 10 August 2011, an e-mail was received from Natural Power Consultants, consultants for Fred Olsen Renewables Ltd, advising of a second planning application for an extension to the wind farm atop Mid Hill, Fetteresso. After a short discussion it was felt that as the location was outwith NKRCC’s area that this was for others to deal with.
RW advised that at 6.45pm on 24 August 2011, at Mearns Academy, Laurencekirk, Aberdeenshire Council were to hold a Community Engagement Event which would focus on the local economy, with a presentation from Rita Stephen, ACSEF Development Manager, followed by questions. It was uncertain if anyone could attend.

There were no Licensing applications.

8 AOCB

RW advised that the Housing Allocation Policy for the Shire was changing soon, with offers to potential tenants being reduced from 2 to 1, the period of refusal from 12 months to 6, that current Letting Areas were being combined into larger areas, that the number of areas that applicants can select from was being reduced from 5 to 2 in an apparent exercise to simplify matters.

HW advised that the next issue of the South Deeside View was due out in the second week of September 2011, with the closing date for the submission of articles set for Sunday 21 August.

HW also advised that there is a website called ‘Culter.net’ which has a section for Maryculter which was out of date. HW suggested liaison between NKRCC and Culter.net and volunteered to attend to same (BM will assist).
HW queried who attended to Rights of Way matters as she had the most recent newsletter to pass on. This led to a short discussion on certain roles within NKRCC and a request for a definitive list to be circulated. BM will attend to this.

MB queried the Bridge of Dee consultations earlier in the year and their outcomes. Councillor Nelson advised that he had attended one of theses at the Town House but had not been greatly impressed by it for a number of reasons.
A MOP raised a number of concerns about roads: potholes on the Netherley Road between the Lairhillock junction and Alba Power; worn road markings at the junction of the South Deeside Road and Milltimber bridge; temporary road signs along roads, especially the Netherley road, and queried the need for same; overgrown road verges, in particular the verges between Invercrynoch and Stranog. This led to a short discussion and RW observed that there were a number of official temporary road signs being left after their useful deployment had passed especially around the Lairhillock School. The same MOP expressed his concern about the amount of ragwort growing in the area and asked what action should be taken. MB is to draft an action for BM to follow up with the relevant bodies, i.e. Road Department and DEFRA.
A different MOP raised a query about the speeds of broadband available in the area, which was generally agreed to be poor. Councillor Mollison advised that Arbuthnott was in a similar position but that there was a project in train in that area which might offer a solution. MB is to contact Arbuthnott CC for details.
9 NEXT MEETING
   The date of the next meeting of the NKRCC was set for Monday 19 September 2011. This meeting closed at    9.30pm
[image: image2.png]North Kincardine
Rural Commw/\i’ry

Council





Secretary: Bob McKinney, Lakhipara, South Cookney, Stonehaven, AB39 3RX Tel: 01569 730706, email:  secretary@nkrcc.org.uk
                                                      AGENDA
for the ordinary meeting to be held on Monday 19 September 2011 at 7.30pm at the Corbie Hall, Maryculter, Aberdeenshire.
1.  Apologies
2.  Police Report
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

4. Matters Arising

-
Rural Schools & South Deeside Under-Fives

-
Website

-
Roads (incl. AWPR)

5. Planning

-
Recent planning applications

6. Finance & 300 Club

7. Correspondence & Licence Applications

8. AOB - including a visit from Maureen Watt, MSP.
9.  Next Meeting
Visit our Website -  www.nkrcc.org.uk
