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AGENDA
for the ordinary meeting to be held on Monday May 16th  2011 at 7.30pm in Maryculter
Community Hall
1.  Apologies

2. Minutes of the meeting of 18th April 2011

3. Matters Arising

-
Police Report

-
Rural Schools & South Deeside Under Fives

-
Website

-
Roads (incl. AWPR)

4. Planning

-
Recent planning applications

-
Forthcoming hearing on mixed use development adjacent to Lairhillock School

5. Finance & 300 Club

-
Proposed change to NKRCC accounting policy

6. Correspondence & Licence Applications

7. AOCB

Visit our Website -  www.nkrcc.org.uk
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Minutes of the ordinary meeting held on Monday April 18th 2011 at 7.30pm in Maryculter Community
Hall
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL Present:
Representing:
Bob McKinney   (Chairman)
Cookney / Netherley
Robert Keeler
Cookney / Netherley Robin Winmill (Vice Chairman)
Cookney / Netherley Mike Birch
 Banchory-Devenick Susan Astell
 Maryculter

Toby Lenehan (Secretary)
Maryculter Avril Tulloch
Maryculter Hazel Witte (Treasurer)
Maryculter

Cllr Paul Melling
Aberdeenshire Council Cllr Ian Mollison
Aberdeenshire Council Cllr Carl Nelson
Aberdeenshire Council Four members of the public

1
Apologies:
Philip Smart, Ann Townsley

2
Police Report
PC Alison Todd reported that two dangerous driving incidents on the South Deeside Road were being investigated. The thefts of lead from Blairs College roof had abated for the time being at least. The community were advised to be aware of the possibly of walk-in thefts from their homes as summer approached and doors were more likely to be left open. Motorcyclist safety was discussed and Cllr Mollison reminded those present of Grampian Police’s monthly Bike Safe initiative

3
Minutes of the Meeting of 21st  March 2011
A number of minor corrections were agreed and the minutes were proposed for approval by RW, seconded by

RK and duly approved.

4
Rural Schools and South Deeside Under Fives
The SDUF Spring Fair was to be held on Saturday 23rd  April at 10.30am at the Corbie Hall, £2 entry. SDUF were collecting Tesco & Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers and a request for donations of these was made. The Aberdeenshire Council area manager had contacted Cllr Melling about a sum of approximately £500 of planning gain money which may be available for use by SDUF. BM would pass the information about how to request this to SDUF’s administrators. Cllr Mollison supported a donation to SDUF. Cllr Nelson suggested Banchory-Devenick School and the Maryculter Youth Café may also be suitable recipients of some of the money.

5
Website
The website was up to date. A MOP asked whether the webstats were available to determine how much usage various sections of the site were getting. MB to investigate. HW requested that the home page photo be changed. TL requested that the wood effect background which made the text difficult to read be removed. MB asked for those present to send him some suitable local photographs for use on the website. A MOP complained that the minutes were posted on the website too late.

6
Roads
After several delays, resurfacing work on the Netherley Road had commenced on the day of the meeting.

BM noted that road markings were being renewed. A temporary flood warning sign on the Netherley Road near the Organic Farm needed removing.

BM had received a reply to his letter about roadside advertising signs from Aberdeenshire Council Roads Manager Malcolm Christie. Mr Christie did not feel that the signs were obstructing views or creating a hazard or sufficient nuisance to warrant action to remove them unless the community objected to them. Some members were not concerned about the signs. HW questioned why the council had a policy on roadside advertising signs if it did not enforce it.

Commenting on the planning approval for the Badentoy access road, MB expressed the view that Banchory- Devenick residents felt let down by NKRCC for not getting them their requested meeting with the Council and the developer. NKRCC had written twice on behalf of the residents requesting this meeting. After several months, the Council had replied turning down the meeting request, days before the matter went to the Area Committee with a recommendation for approval. Cllr Melling said that NKRCC should have written more often. TL reacted angrily to the suggestion that the Council’s failure to reply to correspondence within the required 28 day period or their refusal to discuss the matter with residents was NKRCC’s fault. MB decided to write to the Council about their lack of response to the initial letters.

7
Planning
7.1
Recent Planning Applications
	W/C 25 March 2011
	
	

	APP/2011/0944
	Land at Leafu Park Caravan Netherley
Stonehaven
	Erection of dwellinghouse

	APP/2011/0773
	2 Millbank Maryculter Aberdeen AB12 5FT
	Alterations and extension to dwellinghouse

	W/C 8 April 2011
	
	

	APP/2010/1147
	Cowford Cottages, 2 Blairs Aberdeen AB12

5YA
	Alterations and Extension to Dwellinghouse, Installation of Solar Photovoltaic Panels, Erection of Garage and Extension to Garden Room

	APP/2011/0937
	Camp Cottage, Kirkton Of Maryculter

Aberdeen AB12 5FS
	Alterations and extension to dwellinghouse

	APP/2011/0936
	Camp Cottage, Kirkton Of Maryculter
Aberdeen AB12 5FS
	Alterations and extension to dwellinghouse


A lengthy debate took place about whether NKRCC should object or express concern about some recent applications. It was noted that there appeared to an inconsistent approach being taken by the planning department in allowing new homes to be built which were associated with “agricultural or rural businesses” while at the same time being very reluctant to allow other new homes to be built. It was considered that some applications had been approved where the applicants had relatively recently established residence in the area on the grounds of needing to support agricultural businesses which did not appear to be viable. From a reading of the current policy, it was noted that there was no requirement that businesses should be viable before consideration could be given to linked residential premises. This was discussed at length with considerable disagreement over what part the community council should play in the consideration of such applications. On the APP/2011/0944 it was originally decided on a vote by a majority of 5 to 2 with one abstention to write a letter of objection but following further debate it was decided to write a letter of concern on both this application and that of APP/2011/0653 which raised many of the same issues.

8
Finance & 300 Club
At 18 April 2011 NKRCC had a cash balance of £2272. HW asked whether NKRCC wished to continue running the 300 Club. The majority of members said they did.

The April 300 Club draw was held. The winners were:

£15 #38
£10 #303

£5 #12
9
Correspondence & Licence Applications
No licensing applications had been received.

Scottish Natural Heritage’s quarterly newsletter was made available and passed to SA. Members declined the opportunity to attend a local election hustings event.

A letter from the Fire Brigades Union of Scotland outlining their stance of the consultation on proposed changes to the Fire and Rescue Service was summarised.

10
AOCB
HW expressed concern about distribution of South Deeside View in Banchory-Devenick. MB volunteered to try to do something to improve matters. It was noted that the notice boards were still not up to date. BM would compile a list of who held the keys to the various boards. The annual plant sale would take place on Saturday May 14th. HW asked those present to help set up on the Friday 13th  from 7pm.

It was noted that the AGM was approaching and that several NKRCC members’ positions were up for re- election. TL announced his intention to resign at the next AGM. TL would compile a list of which members were up for re-election.

A MOP suggested using Royal Mail bulk delivery for distribution of the South Deeside View. HW to

investigate. He also offered the advice that the NKRCC piece in the last issue of South Deeside View could have been written in a style more inviting to those not already familiar with NKRCC’s work.

BM noted that the next NKRCC ordinary meeting would be on Monday 16st  May at 7.30pm. There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.25pm.

Visit our Website - www.nkrcc.org.uk
