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Dear Mr Robert Keeler, uy

Draft Structure Plan: Proposed responses to comments received

Thank you for your comments and involvement in the draft Aberdeen City and Shire
Structure Plan consultation process which concluded on 12 September 2008. All
comments you made and our proposed responses are attached. Just under 2500
comments were received from various members of the community, resulting in a better
informed plan.

The SDPA will be considering a revised version of the plan on 13 February 2009 taking
into account the responses to the draft plan. This will subsequently be considered by
both Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Councils on 19 February 2009. It is anticipated
that a Finalised Structure Plan will be placed on deposit for representations on 27
February 2009.

When the plan is placed on deposit, a copy will be sent to you for your information.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the team on 01224 628210 or
via email team@aberdeencithandshire-sdpa.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,

T

David Jennings
Strategic Development Plan Manager
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Draft structure plan: summary of proposed responses

Mr  Robert Keeler North Kincardine Rural
Community Council

Representation Number: 297. 1 Topic: General

Summary of your comment:

Use of forecasts for population growth and housing demand which are not supported by the council's own
Strategic Forecasts.

The High Scenario case of population growth to 2031 completely distorts the basis for the draft Structure
plan.

Our proposed response: Do not accept ] Changes made to
the structure plan

The population target of 480,000 by 2030 set out in the draft structure plan iz higher than both the ‘Principal
Projection’ of the GROS and the Probable-case forecast prepared by the two councils. However, the target is
within the range established by both publications, and is lower than the GROS high projection (2006 based)
of over 500,000. More detail is set out in the 'Background Paper’ published with the draft plan.

Representation Number: 297. 2 Topic: Schedule 1

Summary of your comment:

The information in the draft plan is not sufficient to allow any decisions to be taken on the appropriateness of
these allocations.

This is extremelly important given the potential impact on the greenbelt and and rural settiements .

Our proposed response: Partially accept 1 Changes made to
the structure plan

The plan operates at the strategic level that does not require the allocation of numbers to individual
settlements or specific areas of Aberdeen City. This flexibility leaves the Council's the ability to identify
specific sites through the local development plan process. This will involve extensive consultation and site
selection will be based on a significant number of criteria.
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Representation Number: 297.3 Topic: Objective (Accessibility)

Summary of your comment:

Insufficient attention paid in the draft plan to the development of suitable transport infrastructure to support
the level of housing and economic development envisaged.

This is extremelly important and should be reflected in the plan.

Our proposed response: Do not accept ] Changes made to
the structure plan

The support, and provision, of infrastructure is an essential part of supporting the level of housing and
economic development envisaged and is central to the plan and is reflected in the plan.

The spatial strategy directs growth to locations where there can be significart public and private investment
in schools, community facilities and transport infrastructure without affecting people's quality of life.

The plan acknowledges the need for infrastructure improvements. Action programming will detail a number
of steps required to put the plan into practice (including timescales, masterplanning and funding of reguired
infrastructure improvemants).

Representation Number: 297. 4 Topic: Introduction

Summary of your comment:

The grid reinforcement is mentioned as the only national development but it is then subsequently ignored in
the text on proposals on page 20.

Surely if it is a development of national Importance it deserves more of an explanation in the Structure Plan.

Qur proposed response: Accepted ¥l Changes made to
the structure plan

Grid reinforcememt is mentioned on p3 and in the glossary and on the Key Diagram. However it also
deserves mention under the "Sustainable Development and Cimate Change" objective (p11/12) and under
"Putting the plan into practice” (p19/20)

Representation Number: 297.5 Topic: Vision
Summary of your comment:
The vision is extremely lengthy and goes beyond the normal intent of a vision.

It strays into what would normally form part of subsequent objectives or plans.

Our proposed response: Do not accept [_] Changes made to
the structure plan

The vision is designed to set a general direction which is fleshed out in the rest of the plan and extensive
work has gone into creating a coherent vision for the city region.

A vision should be aspirational (and inspirational) as well as understandable and realistic.
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